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SERMON 1. 



H A d G A I, L 5. 

Now therefore thus faith the Lora of Mojisi 
Co^fider your Waysi. 

THE Faculty of i^eviewlng dur paft 
Lives and the prefent State of owr 
Hearts, in order to approve what is 
rights or condetnh what is wrong in either^ 
carries with it an evident Obligation upon all 
Men, to exereife it conftantly and uprightly^ 
It is a Principle^ that implies in its very Na-^ 
tiire an Authority over the whole of our Con- 
duft: and we every one feel ourfelves nioft 
intimately bound to obey its Di(5tateSi Even 
when we doubt in particular how we are to 
aftj we muft know in general^ that we are ,to 
aft as Truth and Confcience dired:. And not 
to examine, what they direft, or whether we 
are following it, is tranlgfeffing the firft fun-* 
damental Law of moral Agents. So that in- 
Vqjl. VIL A deed 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



2 SERMON I. 

deed God our Maker faith to eafch of us conti- 
nually, by the inward Voice of our ownBrcafts, 
Conjider your Ways. A Prtcept nnivferfally 
acknowledged, and highly honoured even by 
Heathens : but peculiarly inforced on Chrifti- 
ans, as it is ftot only often and folemnly en- 
joined in Scripture, bu*, to fccure all poffible 
Regard to it. Self-examination 15 incorpo- 
rated into the moft facred Rite of our holy 
Religion, (Participation of the blejSed Sacra- 
ment,) as its vaft Importance well defervcd. 

For ih the Midft of fo many PaiBons and 
Appetite's, as compofe aurFram«;, fo many 
Diforders in it, as we arc born with ; fo many 
more, as we have fuperadded ; fuch powerful 
Temptations, las furround- us oa ty^vj Side.j> 
. we cannot hope, that the carefulleft Attention 
to ourfelves will keep us intirely free from 
Faults: but without fuch Care, we fhall fell 
into many rtiorc and worfe; we {hall go miach 
greater Lengths in them; we ihatl continue 
the wrong Condud: we have once began, blind 
toils Guilt and Peril, or only quit one Error 
to adopt another 5 till we fix ourfelves down m 
a confirmed State of Sin and Miiery, By a 
little negled o|[ Culture, ^a Soil, fo frmtful of 
ill Weeds, will foon be xrorered with them : 

befides 
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iefides that tfic beft Inclinations of the bcfi 
kindsi if left to tliemfelves, will run wild 
and ^egenel^te. And proportionably as Per- 
foBs aire more exenjpted from the frtc Admo* 
uition of others, the morfe certainly and dani» 
feeroudy they muft ttf^ unlefe preferred by a 
moft vigOfo«8 Ufe of their own Self-reflexionsj 
A Diityi thiift plain and thus neceflary, God 
^U doubtlefs cxped us to perform vety faith- 
fully. And what the Almighty comniarids^ 
^e fliall always find it our Intereft todo^ nevci? 
to omit; When w^ have adted amifs indeed^ 
We muft feel Pain in thinking of it. Biit it is 
Pain in order t& a Ctir«j which Health and 
feafe will follow J whcveas the Co^srardice of 
hot feafchihg our Wo«nds will iBevitaWy mako 
fhem fatal. In Same of (he moft trifling Af>> 
fairs of Lifei we fhoWid think it ilraogely ab- 
furd, not to obfervei what we were doings 
But how vaftly more is it ibi in the Manage- 
ment of the whole of Lifej on which our 
Happincfs or Mtfery depends, in Time md tgi 
feternity ! 

We cannot bear pefhapS to be fo feriousj 

Ifeut if we refufe it, fooner or later we /hall 

affuredly be driren to it^ And never have 

there been in the World poor Creatures fo 

A 2 dreadfully 
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4 S E R M O N i. 

dreadfully ferious, as thejr, who have refolvcd 
to be always gay and though tlefs/ Terrors of 
jyiind. Pains of Body, Perplexity of Affairs 
have come to be their hourly Companions ; till 
very often Life itfelf hath grown infupport- 
able to them; and they have defperately broken 
out of it, and even that in vain* Here or 
hereafter every onemuft think: will wc then 
do it, while it may avail us j or when it can 
only aggravate our Sufferings ? Befides, Per- 
fons of the greateft Levity are ferious in fomc 
Points : as earneft, as they are capable of be- 
ing, about Matters that very little deferveit: 
and why not about the one thing needful ? 

But poflibly we are not convinced that our 
'Behaviour is of fuch infinite and eternal Im- 
portance. However, at leafl^it is of Import- 
ance to examine, whether it be or not. That 
Inquiry can do us no harm : and it may do us 
good beyond conception. 

But perhaps we have inquired, and think 
there is Reafon to doubt of what we arc com- 
monly taught concerning thefe Matters, But 
when did we begin to think fo ? Was it before 
we had grofsly finned; or however, were 
pretty much refolved to fin, and wanted to be 
made eafy in it ? Or was it hot in confequence 

of 
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$ E R M O N I. 5 

of imagining, that an Infidel W^y of thinking 
would give us a diftinguiflied and fashionable 
.air ? If fo, what Chance was there, that pur 
Inquiry (hould be a fair one ? It is not pick- 
ing up from others, or inventing ourfelves a 
few Jefts and Cavils^ or even real Objeftions 
agaioft Religion, that intitles us to fay we hav^ 
examined it : but an impartial thorough Search 
intb every Thing, within our Reach, favour- 
able* to it, as well as contrary. What Authors 
then have we read, with what Men of 
Learning and Abilities have we converfed, on 
the religious Side of the Queftion ? And with 
what Sort of Spirit have we done it ? We have 
been caught, it may be, with fomewhat, that 
appears, ludicrous. But may not every Thing 
almoft be made to appear fo to a light Mind ? 
We have been (hocked perhaps by more folid 
Difficulties. But are there not fuch in all Parts 
of Knowledge? Are there not much greater, 
in what Jnfidels believe, than what Chriftians 
believe ? Whoever looks clofely into the Mat- 
ter, will find that their Credulity beyond Com- 
parifon exceeds ours. Or fuppofing, after 
fome honeft Inquiry, we ftill doubt : have we 
not often doubted long, of what at laft we 
founcj true ? Would we tamely give up our 
A3 Title 
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6 SERMON f. 

Title to an Eftate, or an Horto«f, biecaufe $1 
few Sufpicions were ftarted about it,, that we 
could not immediately Confute ? And doth flot 
our whole Title, to no l^ft thaft eternal Feli-T 
city, ftand and fall with oiif Religion ? 

But further: what do we doubt of? Not 
furely of all the Articles of Faith, and M* the 
Obligations of Life. Ha?e W6 then eoftfidered 
vrell, what the undoubted Ones aj-di, and how 
far they ought t6 influence 6ur Condtt<a? 
Whenever we doj we fhall eertaitily find, that 
no one Part of it can fafely be vicious \ and 
indeed, that ther^ is not the leaft firna Ground 
to ftand oh, between uniform Piety and Mo-r 
rals, and uniform Profligateuefs and Villainy. 
If God and Virtue are Realities^ we are boun4 
to every Thing which they require in every 
Cafe. If they are not, we are bound t6 no- 
thing in any Cafe. Whoever then is fliocked 
at the latter Suppofition, muft take Refuge in 
the former ; and confequently fee it his Duty, 
to weigh all his Behaviour deliberately J^nd 
impartially. 

We find it hut too eafy, if we will, to judge 
very favourably of almoft the worft Anions we 
have ever done. At leaft, between difguifing 
them with falfe Colours, and hurrying on tq 

dQ 
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SERMONI, 7 

do and think of fomcwhat clfc, wc cm for the 
moft part quiet, if not applaud ourfclves : 
cfpecially if others, above all, others of our 
own Rank, are guilty of them without fcrupjc 
And even Sins, that we thought heinous ones,' 
when they were juft committed, ^fter fome 
time we grow to imagine fcarce worth Notice : 
as if Diftance lefTened th6 Reality c^ Objcfts, 
as well as the Appearance, But God fees 
every Thing in its trup Light aijd Magnitude : 
and furely then it is our Concern to fee it fo 
too. For what can it avail us, to imagine 
pleafing Falfehoods, when we are to ftand fo 
fbon, indeed ftand always, before a Judge, 
who difcerns the very Bottom of pur Souls, and 
to whom a thoufand Years are but as one Day? 
Have we then examined, as in his Prefence, 
our Lives and Hearts ? And by what Standard ' 
have we tried their Innocence or Guilt ? Tho 
Praftice of others can no more juftify Us, 
than ours can Them. Mere Fancy and Incli- 
nation is no Rule at all. And Reafon, if 
biafled, is next to none. Have we then really 
done our utmoft to divert it of Self-partiality, 
to enlighten it by the Inftruftion of pious and 
judicious Friends and Books; and, above all, 
tQ d;re(ft it by the unerring Word of God ? 

A 4 The 
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P S E R M O N I. 

The written Laws of that, cannot be moulded 
into what we pleaft, likp tjie variatble Argu^ 
ihgs of our own Minds ; l?ut will unmoveably 
oppofe our moft darling Paffions, if they b? 
wrong. And fince our final State muft b? 
Judged by it, furely pur prefent ought too. 

If then there be apy Perfons, (and Qod grant 
there be not many here!) who h^ye nev?r duly 
pbeyed his great Command of confidering theif 
Ways : To- Jay, if ye w7/ i^eofr his Voice, har-r 
(kn not yqur Hearp^. TQ-n»orro\y may b? 
jquite too late: and at beft every Delay will 
jnajse Self-infped]tion more painful, and our 
Conditipn miorp hopelefs.. But how carefully 
.foevpr we «i4y . have fearched jnto our Breads 
already, frefh Occafions for it will be daily 
rifing; and unlefs the Repetition of it be fre- 
^quent, \ye (hall perfprni it ineiF§:dtually, an4 
very fpon le^ve it offintirely. The prefent 
Seafon indeed 15 a yearly Menjorial of Recolr 
.Jedlion apd Seripufnef$.. But as the mere outr 
ward Shew of it i? pf po Value \ fo the morp 
real Gppdnefs of a fevy Wcejcs, if it. end with 
them, is of yery little, Our Bufinefs therefore 
Js, fp to examine ourfelyps npw, as to live 
fl)pre Chriftianly ever after, And w|>ence cap 

f Pfalw xcv. §.- 
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SERMON I. 9 

five better begin, than from what we owe to 
HitAf that made us ? 

Do WiC then often thiak of him, and con* 
ftantly reverence him, ae the wife and good^ 
the juft and powerful. Ruler of the World? 
Do we praife him for his Mercies, pray for his 
Pardon, Protedlion and Grace, not only now 
^nd then in public Form, but daily in private, 
with a deep and awful Senfc of what we fay 
before him ? Or can we perhaps fome of us 
remember when we prayed in fecret and in 
earneft laft ? If not, why this NeglecSt of the 
Author of all we enjoy, the Difpofer of all wc 
hope for ? Can we think it Meannefs to ho*- 
pour him, even with the lov^eft Submiffion ? 
Do we think it Meannefs in our Inferiors ta 
pay due Refped to us ? If not, why in us to 
pay all Refpeft to God ?. Will we then at leaft 
do it for the future ? Refolving otherwife de-.- 
liberately, comes very little Ihort of renouncing 
and defying him ; and dare we then go thiis 
far ? What would it deferve were we to treat 
an earthly Superior fo ? What doth it deferve, 
jf we treat the Lord and King of all fo ? 

But befides Worfhip, we owe him further, 
pajth in what he teaches. Obedience to what 
b? fpjpipgncjs. Have vye then inquired vvifh 

If uqailitjr 
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10 S E R M O N I. 

Humility of Heart, what Dodrines he hath 
propofed to our Belief, what Laws he hath 
prefcribed to our Condud, by Reafon or Re- 
velation? Or do wc fet up our own Fancy 
and Caprice for abfblute Judges of his Decla- 
rations and Appointments : indolently and ie» 
curely determining, that this Article of Faith 
or Rule of Life, be its Evidence what it will, 
cannot come from him ; and another, though 
it doth, ought however to give Way to our 
private Intercft, Eafe or Humour ? Could fuch 
Treatment of human Laws be born ? And will 
the Almighty and AH- wife bear it? Be not 
deceived: God is not mocked. 

But, how fully ibcver we own the Authority 
erf" Religion, do we pradifc it ? What is our 
great Aim and Endeavour here ? Is it to fccure 
a happy Immortality ? Or to grafp as many, 
as we can, of the fplendid Bubbles of this mo-p- 
mentary Scene ? To get a little more Power, 
or Wealth, or Rank, and then, with unabs^ted 
Thirft, a little more ftill ; eyen to the very 
Night, that our Souls fjiall be required of us ? 
Whom do we think happy ? T^e virtupu«, the? 
humble, the good ? Or the artful, the prof- 
.perous, the great ? What do we rejoice in, or 
grieve at ? Is it Oiir Proficiency or Failure, in; 
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I E R M O N I. 11 

X^t md Duty to God, in Reafonableneli of 
If eart> yprightnefs of Behaviour, Dlfenga^ 
ment from this trifling World ? Are theic the 
Things we are concerned about ? Or a very 
different Sort of Advantages and Pre-emi*. 
itencesi belonging to the prefent State of 
Things intirely, ^nd niany of them quite con* 
iemptible> even were no other to follow? 
When Our Duty and our Intercft thwart each 
t>ther, how do we adlf Honeftly and cheer- 
fully give up the latter ? Of frame poor Ex- 
rules for preftrring it> or unfair Contrivances 
for retondlittg it, to the former ? Thefe are 
Queftions of the laft Importance. For if the 
Ijovf of the World be our reigning Paffion, the 
hove of the 'Bather is not in l/J^ Which do 
wc chufe then. Earth or Heaven ? Let us not 
theat ourfelves, but fpeak it out to our own 
Pearts. 

Qr, however free in this Refpeft, do we 
live to no other Paflion, equally unworthy? 
Is not oijr principal View to be admired for 
feme AccomplKhment, or applauded for fome 
Ability, of very little Merit ? And are we not 
|ed both into Follies and Sins, to obtain and 
Incrcafe a falfc Kind of Efteem from others^ 

* I John ii. ic. 

^ that 
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12 S E R M O N. I. 

that will only tempt us to forget ourfelvcs ? 
Do we attentively diftinguifli, what is truly of 
Value, and to what Degree? In how many 
'Thiags . of Confequencc we are deficient, in 
how few we excel ? And who bath made us to 
differ'' from the very meaneft of our Fellow- 
creatures ? Are we willing, if need require, to 
be flighted and defpiied, hated and reproached, 
for the Sake of afting as we ought ? Or do we 
hve the. Praife of Men^^^ zxi^ feek not the Ho^ 
nour that comet h from God only * ?. 

But; fuppo/ing we are clear both of World- 
linefs and Vanity, .ftill what, can we anfw^ 
with refpedt to Pleafure ? Do wi^ indulge nonc^ 
that is condenined by impartial Reafon ; pr^ 
what we arq fure. is impartial, the Word of 
God ? Every forbidden Way of gratifying fen- 
fual Pefires,':vifibly produces many and dread- 
ful Mifchiefs and Crimes. Excefs and Intern^- 
pera^te rain the Healths, the Underftandings, 
the Ufefulnefs, the Fortunes, the Families of 
Men. Breach of Chaflity produces all the 
fame Evils, and extends them further : brings 
innocent Perfons into Guilt and Diflionour, 
wnder treacherous Pretences of Efteem and 
J^ove ', involves their innocent Friends in Difr 

f \ Cor. iv. 7. # Jojvn m- ^h • J^bn V. 44. 
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s E R M o;n L 13 

trefs and Shame along with them, and occa- 
lions innumerable Evils, private and public. 
But particularly Breach of the Marriage Vow, 
diffolves the very Bonds of human Society. For 
if Faith and Truth, folemnly given, oblige 
not, oblige not both Sexes, in this Cafe, why 
do they in any other ? Are we then innocent, 
in thefe Refpefts ; or have we repented ; or do 
we defpife the Threatening, th^it tAey, who do 
fuck T'hingSt Jhall not inherit the Kingdom of 
God'? 

And, in regard to other Indulgences, have 
we afted as becomes rational Natures, defigned 
to prepare ourfelves, by the DifcipHnc of this 
Life, forfpiritual Happinefs in a better ? Do we 
guard with Care, againft finking into Delicacy 
and Indolence, againft being diflSpated amidft a 
Hurry of Gayeties, or loft in polite Amufe- 
ments and elegant Trifles ; or are we Lovers of 
Vleafures more than Lovers ofGod^f What 
Proportion of our Income do we fpend in 
Deeds of Piety, Charity and proper Benefi- 
cence ? What Proportion of our Time, in the 
religious and moral Improvement of our Hearts, 
and the real Duties of our refpedive Stations ? 
All the Wealth we have, and every Hour we 



^ Gal. V. 21. c 2 Tim. ill. 4. 
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14 3 E R M b N t 

live, we muft abcount for. Can we ck> it wkii 
Joy ? Can we fay we have teen hitherto wcri^ 
ingp nx^bile it was Day^ the Works of him thai 
fentus^? If not, will we nowrefle^, howfatf 
the Night approaches ? 

Another, very materiali Head of £xt9iuia<4 
tion, is that of our Refentmesnta- Do wq 
bear 111- will to no one# for e^eelHng pr Q<xti^ 
ing too near u$ in Rank, in Power^ in FaVoiif # 
in Fortune, in Qualifications of Body or Miod ? 
Are we offended at no one^ for doing what hfli 
juftly might, perhaps what jbeotfghti or, at 
kaA, apprehended bimfelf bound to ? Have w^ 
inquired, with Diligpnce and Candour,; into? 
the Truth and Motives of the Fft^ we are 4if-* 
pleafed with, an4 in Effed heard both Sides ? 
Do we make all fit Allowances for the Merits 
for the Repentaoce oi the oSbwiing Partyjj foi' 
Imman Infirtnity in general j? Do we never pu- 
mfh, but when if k plainly needful : aod never 
then, but by lawful Means^ and in a proper 
Degree ; never accufc;^ but ^^^hen we have evi-t 
dentReafoii; aind always confine ourfelves in 
doing it to the fFafJs tf Trutjb and S^kernefs^ I 
Wc have been guilty ouffisdv^s of »any a»4 

' John \x. 4. « A6ts xxvi. 25. 

4 grc^^ 
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^at Faults, both againft God and Man ; do 
we forgive, as we hope to be forgiven ? 

A further Inquiry yet muft )be, (an extrennely 
cosnprehenfive and interefting one) Wiiat is the 
Tendency of our common Difcourfe and Con-* 
verfation ? Is it favourable to Religion, lo Piro* 
hity^ to Decency, to Good-will among Men, 
or the contrary? Doth it exprefs Diflikc of 
Wickednefs and Folly, though countenanced 
byFafhion; orExcufe, if not Appirohadon, of 
whatever chances to be in Vogue? Doth it 
ihew, that in our Eyes a vHe Ferfon is con- 
temned^ but noe honour them that fear the Lord^i 
or do we love to palliate the Sins of the formtcr, 
and aggravate the Failures of the latter ? Have 
we indeed ever thought of Rules on this Sub** 
jcdl ? Or faid. Our Lips are our own^ Who is 
Lordav^us^f Yet licentious Talk, of every 
Kind, doth unfpeakable Mifchief We all 
complain of it, when we fuffer by it. And when 
odier Perfcns, when Society, when the Ho- 
nour of God, when Piety and Virtue, fuflSer by 
it; there is evidently the fame, there i« often 
far greater. Guilt in it. And, fince our Hearts 
are as much concerned in what we £ay, as what 
we do; the Declaration is perfed:ly reafonable^ 

^Pf,xv. 4. iPf.xii. 4. 

By 
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By thy Words thou fl^ alt be juflified^ and By tby 
Words thou Jhalt be cmdemned'^i Which then 
ihj^l we be ? 

But our Behaviour muft be rccolle<5ted, not 
only towards our Fellow-creatures in general^ 
but with a clofer View to the moire particular 
Relations of Life. If married Perfons, are we 
faithful, afFedtionatCj confiderate, mild,* pru-* 
dent ? If Children, do we make thankful Re- 
turns for the Care and Tendernefs of our Pa-^ 
rents ; obey them dutifully ; and pay them all 
that Honour, which we {hall certainly expedl 
hereafter to be paid us? If Parents^ do wc 
pfeferve towards our Children a proper Tern* 
perature of Authority and Condefcenfion, and 
watch over and provide for thofc^ to whom wc 
have given Being, fo as may beft fecure their 
true Happinefs, and our own Comfort in them, 
now and at the great Day ? If Heads of Fami*- 
lies, have we due Regard to the prefcnt and 
eternal Good of thofe whom we take under 
our Roof j remembering, that we alfo have % 
Mafter in Heaven ? If Servants, do we behave 
with Singlenefs of Heart, fhewing all Fidelity^ 
as unto the Lord, and not to Men ? As Sub* 
jedls, do we exprefs, in Word and Deed, the 

» Matth. xii. i']* 

\ ' 2 Reverence 

/ 
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Itetrtfehce arici the GfatrttKfe we owe, to thof^ 
irhota P'fovidence Rath put in Adthority ovef 
us ? WHetfeer odi Cotiditiori be private or* pub- 
iSc, do wtf a£t M 'tti linbiafled, to the utmorf 
dToiir knowledge, byiritei'eft. Prejudice, and 
pattiai Affeaion \ If criiployed in Affairs, ard 
^ vigilant arid upright, and lludious, irt all 
Things, of the general Good, as Men flaring 
Godt and bating CthjeibufHeJs" f if advanced to 
8titibns-6f feminerice arid I^owefi do we coun- 
tenanct! i^digiou, Viftue; Merit j arid d'ifcou- 
fage the worthlef? and prdfligate ? Or ohly 
iftmhdcfi' tfeeWorfd is fo bad, when we havcf 
coritribiited to ihafee'it f*0: or conclude itcian 
fievef fee good', when Indeed We have t^ied no 
Means to reforitl if? 

^uttiiefi irt this Situation, dfe Wd carfeful> 
t^harSortof Exampid we iki otilers fo cbpy* 
dftei*? Arid fufficieritfy d|Jpfeheri6ve, (for w* 
Can Bardiy be too much^) that riot only bur' 
^xtiSi but our ittiphideneesi AdioHs that iire 
iriipriident ohly as they dndariger others, rilay' 
Jsrodiice ari iricredibld deal of Evil in thofe 
a;fOUrid lis arid lierieath liS; whdfeas God fi*' 
'^tdtt all I*el^fons to be his Minifters for good, 
itt Prbportioh' to the Abilitlis and Opporfurii*" 
fies, iMth wtlichheliath intrufted theni* 

«£xod. xriii. zt. 

Vol, VIL B Nor 
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/ NorfhQuld.we.ftop at confidcring, whatiaur 
Faults have been : that alooe would . be a Spe- 
culation of little Ufe : but proceed, to think 
what mvift> follow from them* Indeed^ h^ive 
we not already fome of us found ou|- Gharac-^. 
ters, our Fortunes^ our Healths, impaired by 
them ? Or at le^ will they not of Ncceffity 
in a little Time? Hath not the Happinefs, we 
promifed ourfelves from our '^'ranfgreflions^ 
proved very infignificant, or very fhort-lived I 
Have they not often brought upon us dreadful 
Anguiih and Diftrefa^ and fometimes forced 
us into mo^ deftruSive Methods of trying to. 
get rid of. the Torment of Thought ? Or, how^ 
joyfully foevcr we go on at prefent : yet the 
further we go, muft not our Retura be 
more dilEficviltK and unlefs we return, our 
End more deplorable? Nay indeed, will not 
the )efs blameable, the allowable Indulgences 
of tjiis World, if we purfue them eagerly, and 
live chiefly to them, exclude or wear out from 
our Souls, thofe ImprefSons of and Atttntions- 
to ferious Piety, which alone will bring ua 
Peace in our 1^ Hour ? We can afFedl, it may 
be, to talk of Death with much Indifference h 
but have we in ejirneft brought it near to us, 
andconfidered what it is t An immediate, Paf- 

fage,. 
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^ge^ ^thoot Recall^ into that State^ where 
^all and great (hall ftand before God : who, 
as furely as he governs the World with Jufticc 
and Wifdom, will bring every Work into Judg^ 
mentf with every fecret TAingf • whether it be 
goodf or whether it be (fv//% and rcconapenfe^ 
us, all according to biir Ufc of every Talent 
committed to us. Are we then prepared againft 
that Day ? Ready for the Searcher of Hearts, 
were he to ball iis now to bur final Account ? 
If not : do we reflei^, how fpon we may be 
called, how foon we muft, and what the Con- 
lequences will be for ever? l5o wp theii at 
length refolve, againft all Sin, all Occaiioni of 
Sin, a.11 $upinenef3 and Negligence from ttiis^ 
Time forwards? Ar? we imfeignedly forfy, 
tiiat we iiave refolded it no looner ? Are we 
lieeply feiifible, that, in all we have done amifs^ 
we have pfovokecl a moft holy God ; and h^ive 
ho Claini to Pardon, much lefs to Plappinefs 
Hereafter, but thtpiigh the Mercy, procured by 
piir bleffed Redeemer ? And will wd accord- 
ingly fly to fiim alone, with an hiimble Faith 
ih the Atonement of his Death, and the EfH^ 
cacy of his Grace : or boldly hazard all, on 
the Sufficiency of oiif own Strength^ which 

•Ecc}. xii^ 14. 

3 ^ hath 
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hath deceived us fo often,, and the imagined^ 
Merits of our own Righteoufnefs^ or our owi» 
Repentance:^ imperfedl and dcfedive as they" 
b9th are ? \ 

Think not iny; of thefe, harfli and itt-na- 
tured Queffions i they are the very friendKeft^ 
tjiat; pkn, be propofetj. Think thena not gloomy 
andm«Upcholy Inquiries : they are th^ Ground- 
work of, a^l true Comfort. No one ijadeed 
hath a Right to require aa Anfwer to them^ 
from, another:, but God hath full Right to^ 
command> as he doth, by his Word and the 
Preachers of it, that, eyiery ope put them home; 
to bis ow:n SouL They, carry ftill mow Ter- 
ror to thpfc, v^ho are bound by thek Office to 
utter then), than to* thqfe v^^ho fit and hear 
dicm: but Terror inexpreflible to. all, who 
provide not to anfwer them well-; and Joy in- 
cxprefTibl^ to alU Aat do. J^t us^ therefore: 
Gonicicntioufly fearjcB an^ try our Wa^iy and^^ 
turn unto the Lord^our GodK Let us^beg of 
him fervently^ to ihew us- what Manner of 
Perfgns we have. been ,. a^e,, and ought to be;, 
and fay to him, in the Words, which' he hinj- 
felf hath didatcd, W^n can telL, bovi oft bt. 

cffendeth ? 
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^ffendetb ? O cleanfe thou me. from my fecret 
Faults\ Tryme^ O God, and feek the Ground 
ef my Heart: prove me, and examine my 
thoughts. Look well, if there be any Way of 
Wickednefs in me, and lead me in the Way ever* 
lajling\ 

« Pf. xix. \t. ' F£ cxxxix. 23, 24. 
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2 Cor. V. 21. 

Far he hath made him to be Sin for uSf who 
knew no Sin ; that we might be made the 
Rigbteoufriefs of God in him. 

THESE Words contain that great Articid 
of the Chriftian Faith, that the Death 
of our bieffed Saviour hath obtained for us Par- 
don, Grace and everlafting Life : which im- 
portant Truth is fo ftrangely difregardcd, cvea 
by many, who call themfelves his Difciples; 
that I think it neceflary 

I. To confute the Prejudices, that lead Meii 
to think (lightly of their Need of the Sa«* 
tisfaftion, which he made on our Behalf; bc^ 
fore J proceed 

II. To explain, and defend this Part of the 
Chriftian DoSrine, 

I. Our Condition with refpe<a to God is 
infiniti^ly the moft important of all our Con-' 
B 4 ccrnsi 
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cer ns ; for wc are abfolutely in his Power alone 5 
and the Forgivenefs of our Sins 15 the tno^ 
important Article in that Condition. Were wc 
innoacflt Creatures, we could only doubt, wJiat 
Happinefs we had to hope for from Hini : ^n^ 
about that wc might be, though not indiflfe- 
rent, yet free from Anxiety. But as wc arc 
all g^iltyf ^k^ fifft Qjjeftion, and a very alarflctrr 
ing one, is, what Punifhrnent we have to f«ir B 
Thoughtlefsnefs and Partiality m^y indeed dif-; 
pofe us to imagine, that however right in Spc- 
cujatipn the Laws pf Religipn ^nd Virtue raaji 
\>^, yet in Pr4ftice gr^at A^lQwance is. due tQ 
{ncUnatioi\; tWs being as truly Part of ouc 
^atu^-e, as^ Reafoi^. And when Perfofl? $nii^ 
many otl^crs t^at (eenn, t0 jud^c ia the fame 
Manner, (efpcc^lly if JCp.me qf t^^iri bfipf that 
Rank, which is admitt^4 ^A CP9^ Things ^ 
fct the Pattern ;) then, in Companies together 
they can go almoft q,ny Lengths : de<:ide in a 
Moment, that this \s Supefftition, ^nd that 
Precifencfs; that fuch Reftraints are abfurd^^ 
fuch others unncceflary ; and tai^e Fancy and 
Fa&ion, mixed together as it happens, for the 
only Rules qf Life ; without a fingle R^dexion 
whether they a^e, ^\9gf as they CHight i or t^ci. 
Icaft Appf ol^enfw>o* ^bat, jf they ^ o^U anj/? 
4 Harm 
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jEfafm will follow, pr6yi^c4 they.guard igmik 
^ few prefcpt Iiwcpnyei)if npfis, Yet many of 
thcib pcrhap&^^rc Pcp|>lc of Confcicnp^ in fomQ 
Things : but in othet^Sff ihpy defpife aU roen-^ 
jion of it ; ar»d for the mpft Part, if they bc-r 
Jiavj5 tolerably well to their Fellow-creatm-es, 
have fcarcc the Notion of any Duty they owe 
to their Creator : a| leaft heyoqd the mere Pro- 
priety of attfuiding his Wprihip opw and then, 
in Compliance with a Qjuftpm, that is not yet 
quite wprn oi|t. 

Now woul4 hut^uch Men venture on 9, very 
^ Thingi a little fcripus Thought i th^ 
would foon perceive^ that, though Inclination 
^ a Part of our Nature, yet every Inclination 
muft iiot be gratified; for this would be mif^ 
phievous bofh to al} around us, and to our« 
^Ivcs ; that liier^fpre wo ought to have fomc 
Rvle^ which |p indulge, and whi^ to refbain: 
that Fancy an^ Faftiion can never be the Rule j 
^r b^h ^^ pontinually varying, and would 
pft^ji lead us to DiOionour and Ruin : that wc 
hav<; wfthi? i|f a patural Senfe of Right and 
Wrong, whif h, paflfes Judgement with Autho-^ 
rity on Qiir Anions, frequently whether we wiSt 
or not i and that, if it be in many Cafes ob- 
£p^SQ zB^ymSx^ our Bufineis is to improve and 

ilrengthen 
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ilrengthen it ; that the great and wife Beingj 
who hath inade us and all Things/ muft in* 
tend we iQiould behave fuitably to this Confci* 
ouihefs, which Ke hath given usj and obey 
whatever-Commands he mlay think fit to fiipcc^ 
add : that both his Hblinef^ and his Goodnefs 
oblige him, as the Sovereign of the World, to 
preferve due Order ambngft his Subjc<5ts, by 
recompenfing them as they deferve : for that 
fome Adlions deferve Well, and fome ill, wq 
every one of us inwardly feel. 

Yet we are very apt to pcrfuade' ouriclvcs^ 
ihat it is bfneath him to look fo low, as the 
Paflions and Follies of fuch inconfiderabic 
Creatures as we are. But I intreat you to con-* s 
fider : Is there, upon Earth, that creeping 
Thing, that Weed, that fhlalleft Particle of 
dead Matter, which God hath not formed with 
inexpreffible Wifdom, and doth not govern by 
ftatedLaws, which have all their Force from 
the pever-ceafing Exertion of his Power ? And 
how can we doubt then of his governing thc^ 
rational, that is, the nobleft Part of his Crea- 
tiires, by Laws equally adapted to diem : by 
l^recepts. Rewards^ Puniihments? What is* 
there worthy of him to do, if this be not? But^ 
indeed, hq hath both aiTured us of' his doing^ 
: - 4 ' it. 
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{t, and wc experience that' lie doth it/ W0 
perceive his Injundlioqs and Prohibitions within 
tis: we pj^s his SeAtcnce bij porfelves^ when 
vrt do amifs : we tjndergd Correftions 6f his 
Appointment^ when we fufFer for what wc 
have done : and by thefe Specifhens qf ha 
Juftice now, he warns lis of the full Execution 
of it hereafter. For if Wickcdnefs efcapc, and 
finally triumph, in one finale Inflance; then h 
God no longer infinitely perfecSt, but partial or 
impotent, like one of us. Earthly Princes con- ' 
fine their Care to the moft important Points, 
becaufe attending to every Point is, not be- 
low them, but above them. The hearer they 
tan approach towards it, the livelier Images 
they are of him, "who bumbletb bimfelf tb be-- 
bold the Things tbat are in Heaven and Bar tb^^ 
and who number etb tbe Hairs of mr Heads^^ 
and weighs every Thought of our Hearts. Let 
not good Perfons be terrified at this : for be 
hi6*ws nobereof we are made ^ and is merciful tt^ 
them tbat fear him''. But let the Inconfide- 
rate, the Ra(h and the Bold, learn froni it, 
both to be cautious how they aA, and to recol* 
left how they have aded. We fcena very coni- 
monly to think that the Sins of our former ^ 
fPij; cxifi. 5, i^ » Miilth. %. i<^ « Pf. cUi. 13, 14. 

- Da|rs, 
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JDays, lofc tficir Qwif. in Proportion to iheir 
piftance ; and are gradually annihilated, as the 
Impreflicn of .them wears out of our Minds^, 
But with God what is paft 19 not gone* On 
the contrary, unlcfs we intitk ourfclvcs duly to 
Forgivenefs* it ren^ain& on JR^ccordan indelible 
Evidence, againft thjit Day, when fie Bods 
fiallbe opemdf and the Dead be Judged QU( of the 
Things which ar^ written in them ^^ 

It greatly concerns ua therefore to look back 
t)n all our Faults, that we may fee diftindly, 
what our true Condition is^ Probably enough, 
on a fuperficial Inquiry, the Verdid may b« 
highly to our Advantage. But our Bufinefs is 
to make a thorough Search and know the Rea^ 
lity : by placing before our Thoughts, (after 
coropofing them into a ferious Temper^) firlj: 
the feveral Rules of agpdly^ righteous and fober 
Life, made known to us by Reafbn and Scrips 
turc> then bur own Condud under each Head^ 
Whoever hath not examined thu8> has need to 
begin immediately: ind whoever ha A, will 
have need to JrCpeat his WcH'k frequently fron^ 
Time to Tin^e* But the prefent Seafoa is pe^* 
culiarly appropriatf 4 to pious ]^ecolle(5tiQn« If 
therefore y(% ipontrive Methods of iriw^^g ^^X^jF 

fronx 
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from it now, we too plainly fignify oar Inten- 
tion of negledling it for ever : and if thofe 
Contrivances be public and p'rcJfeflcd ones, vfc 
offend againft common Decency, as well as 
Religion* 

In the Perfpftnance of tbisDuty, we ought 
by no Means to accufe Ourfelves falfely: "but 
it would be 9 fatal Miftake to flatter ourfelves : 
to averlook of extenOate the Faults we have 
committed, or fancy,' that be they everfo bad, 
we could not help it, and others have done 
^orfe; antt* nothing remains, but to be eafy 
about the Matter, How many foever have 
done • amifi, they (hall all account for their 
Doifegs : for Numbers of Criminals can never 
change Wrong into Rights and judging Ae 
World is no liarder to God, than condensming' 
a finglfe Ffetfon.' He hath notified his Will to 
ITS all, by thtf Light of 6ur own CbnfJiieitces/ 
by the Rcvelatibn of his holy Word, by the 
Inftmdtions of other religious Books, ty the 
private Admonitions of our friends, by the 
public Warnings of his Minifters. He hath 
given us much piore Strength to perform our 
Duty, than we ufe : he is ready, on our humble 
Hcqueft, ta add to it as much as we want* 
Andi m the£b Ciircumftances it can never be a 

flight 
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ilight Matter, if^; i^^^ny pne Inftancc^ we have* 
been ^ difobediei)t or negligent towards hipii 
have unjaftly hurt or difregardcd any of bid 
Creatures, our Brethren ; have corrupted or 
4ebafect our own Natures s and behaved unftut-* 
ably to the Condition in v^hich he hath placedi 
us, or the fpiritual BHfs for which he bath de- 
ligned us. 

We are ftrangxly difpofcd to tonfider fome 
Tranigreffions, as bfipg Subjeds of Mirth only, 
l^ut in Truth every Departure frqm the Rulqi 
of Right, and the Commands pf our Maker^ 
is a Thing of great Moment : . aAd wh^t w^ arc 
plcafed 'to imagiqcr trifling, were k not foF 
Cuftopi, and Self-partiality, weibould fee to-be 
of great Confeq^ieqce. We are alfo extremely 
^t tp think pur Faults more important in al* 
moft every other V^ew, thstn as they offend 
God.. And yet the cjired contrary is one of 
the plaineft Truths, ; that can be« For a^ all 
we enjoy proceeds from him ; a$ our Happi- 
nefs or Mifery depends intirely upon him ; and 
every bad Thing we do, (whomfoever elfe it 
may injure or not,) is always injurious to his Au-* 
thority, and hateful to his hply Nature i he is^ 
evidently beyond all Comparifon the Perfbur 
whpm we are coijtipu^Hy ta have moft in our 

Thoughts,. 
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7houghtSa.whofe Favour we fhould chiefly de« 
fire^ whofe Difpleafure we fhould chiefly dread. 
If therefore we have adted amifs» (and who 
hath not, in more and greater Points, than he 
is willing to allow ?) barely adting otherwife, 
without Regard to God as interefted in the 
Cafe, can never be enough. Till we feel a 
deep Senfe in our Hearts of the Unworthinefs 
of our Behaviour towards him, we are far from 
becoming inwardly what we ought : and un« 
lefs we keep alive and ftrengthen that Senfe, 
by humbly and frequently exprefling it to him, 
with, earneft Defires of his Pardon and Grace^ 
and hearty Endeavours of Aniendment, . we 
negleft the Methods of Reconciliation and Re* 
covery, which Reafon itfelf points out to* us* ' 
There are fo few brought thus far in Reli^ 
gion, that very pofllibly the iirft natural Thought 
of a great Part of them rnay be^ that no- 
thing farther can be wanting to procure them' 
Forgivenefs and future Happinefs. And it is 
very true, that we can do no more, not fo 
much indeed, without the divine Interpofltion. 
But it by no Means follows^ that this will be 
enough, even to fave us from Punifhment, 
much lefs to obtain us Reward ; and leaft of 
all the unfpeakable Reward of everlafting Life. 

As 
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iiiflid the Peftdlfies bf them onTtzhfgtefPbtii 
Asiie is thcf iii6ral Goferhoi* of the tfnivdffcf/ 
Be riiuii (ilpport the honour of* tiis OoVem-i' 
Aeht ' throughout his Crektiori. ^umart Go- 
vernment can n6Hf be fupporltedi without? 
making a great Pififcrerice, in many Gafes, be- 
tween penitent Perfbns and innocent Ones; 
Whether the DiVirie can or rioti wd norie of us 
know: for the Extent of if is boundfcfs, and' 
we are acquainted^ but' very imperfedHy with fa 
much aa odr owrr fmall Parti Even in thi^i 
we fee, that by the Conftitiition of Things^ 
wtticK God hath appointed. Repentance often' 
avails not at all, and often very . imperfedHy^' 
to. prevent the bad EflFeds^ in this Worlds of* 
our Faults and Follies^ And how (hall we bd 
fure, that the fame Kmd of Rules^ which we 
experience to take Place here^ maiy no* dlfb' 
take Place hereafter T Whatever therefore God' 
ihair reveal to us concerning thefe Matters^ we 
cAight to receive with implicit Reverence : and' 
ufe with the utmoflE Thankfulnefs any M^etliod^ 
which he fhall inform Us is neceflary, or ex- 
pedient^ ih order to avoid the ill Confeqpcnces 
of^our Sins,, though, poflibly we perceive nd 
Jilannci: of Connexion betw:cen the Remedy 

Digitized by VjQOQIC 



S E R M O N XL jj 

and the Cure. Nor fliall wc in fo doing pay 
any greater Regard to the All-wife God, (tho* 
unfpeakably greater is his Due,) than we pay 
continually, ^nd ftiould be inexcufable if wc 
did not, to pur poor ignorant Fellow-crea- 
tures, whom we truft, full as implicitly, with 
our Fortunes, our Heajths and our Lives. 

What theii hath God taught us concerning 
oorGafe? That neither fuch Repentance, nor 
fuch Reformation, as wp arc capable cf, will 
fuffice to ohtain xis Forgimnefs and eterad 
Happinefs. For he hath ordained farther 
Means for theie Ends: and he certainly would 
uot without Caufe ; efpedaUy fuch cxtraordii- 
nary Means, as th^fe in the Text : which I 
have purpofely deferred to mention, till having 
(hewn you, that Pardpn is the great Thing we 
all want, and cannot of ourfclves fecur^e, I 
might difpofe^ you to embrace with a more 
joyful Paith that reviving Affurance, that Him 
ii&ho knew no Sin, God bath made to be Sin for 
usy that we might become the Rigbteoujhefs of , 
God in Him. And this Dodrine I npw pro- 
ceed 

IL To explaih and defend. 

The natural and obvious Meaning of thefe 
Words, interpreted jointly with innumerable 

Vol. VII. C other 
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other Paflages of Scripture, is'; tliat our grdciopsf 
Maker, being defirous perfedly to relieve Man- 
kind both from the Original bad Efieds of the 
FalLof our firft Parents,, and the perfonal Guilt 
of our own Tranfgreffioos -, but perceiving, . in 
hisuafearchableWifdom, fufficient Reaibns not 
to do. it on fuch Confeffions and Submifliops 
only, as .we were able to make, appoin^d, 
that ^his ever-blefled Son, ( who voluntarily 
condefccnded to engage in tl\e merciful Work) 
ifeould take upon. Hira the likenefs of finful 
Fle(h 5 and bear, for our Sakes, Incpftveni- 
tnces andSuflferinga, from which other wife the 
Dignity and- the Parity of his Nature ii>firdy 
exenipted : himv; that. he. took upon him -the 
JPorm of Man, .notxnly in order to teach tht 
©^(^rines and exemplify the Practice of ^true 
Jleligion, which Men had almoft forgotten ^ hut 
^Ifo to undergo that painful and ignomiriious 
Death, which, he forefaw wicked Perfons, of- 
fended by his RcpKOofs, vvould inflidt on him : 
^tliat this^ Cojifent of His to be made Sin far US'^ 
to be crucified as a Malefadlor on our Ac- 
count, foreknown from Eternity, our heavenly 
Father hath been.pleafed to conlider, as a Sin- 
-offering made to himfelf : an Acknowledgc- 
^ment, on our Behalf, of the Ill-defert of 
4 : . Difobe- 
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t^ifobrdience i a Satisfadion, in our St^d^ to 
the Horiour of his Jufticej and an Induce^ 
intnt to beftow on all^ who fhall qualify 
themfekes for receLring it, fuch full Pardon^ 
&3 elfe they could never have had. . Thus hf 
making Hm U be Sin fir ^hem^ He makes Them 
tbi Rigbteokfnefi of Qod through Him ^ that isj 
Oh Account of GhrifFs yielding to be treated 
^ a Criminal, He treats Them as no longer 
Criminals j giving them joyful Proofs here of* 
his pfotdding Providence and fandifyingGrace j 
find failing them up hereafter from the uni-** 
verfal Sentence of Death to the blcfled Enjoy -^ 
ment of eternal Life. 

' This is fo evidently the TenoUr of the whold 
New Teftament^ that no one pould evet have 
entertained the leaft Doubt on the Siibjed, 
biit for the feeming Difficulty of reconciling 
fome Part or other of it to his own Appfe^ 
heiifions and Notions j which furcly^ in a 
Matter fo far above our Reach^ we have little 
Gattfe to truft toy againfi the cxpr^fs Deck-* 
fationfr 6f Him^ who knows all Things* It 
implies no Abfurdity in the Icdft. Guihy 
Perfons cannot claim Forgivenefsy nor inno-*^ 
^ertt Perfons everlafting Happihefs^ as Matter 
of Right, but of Mercy and Favour onJy^ 

C a N^vf 
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Now God 11 not Icfs merciful and favdiicabte 
to his Creatures, if ho provides on Purpofe t 
particular Metluxi for befkiwiiig theife Bleffiogt 
on them, than if he did it without Aich a 
Provifion. . Nay indeed, morcMetpcy isl&jwn 
in making fuch a ProW^n wh^n it is wai^ed^ 
than c3Duld he £bewn, were the Cafe betti^* 
The GcHDdnefs of God appears cmmsnAfp io 
propofing^ and accepting, what nothing but 
Goodne& could induce Inm to profmfe and 
accept : the Goodncfe of our ble&d Lord? ap- 
pears equaJiy, in e^iteciiting the gracious I>e%fi 
by fuch Ccwidefcenfions, as we read id the 
Gofpcls, particularly of this Week : aad th« 
Goodnefs of the Divine Spirit, in applying the 
Whole, by his inward Operations, £6r. the 
Benefit of our Souls. That one Perfbn fhould 
undergo Pains and Bardfhips for the Sajcc of 
others, and a good Pierfon^fufFer many Things 
to previsnt the Mifery and promote the Hapv 
pinefs of . bad ones, is ib common in lovver 
Inftances, that thougk we could not have ex- 
pedled, we may weil believe, this high Degree 
of God's Love towards us, that while we. were 
yet Sinners J Chriji died for m \ We fee not 
indeed fully, how his Death produces our Sal- 

« Rom. V. 8. 

3 * vation : 
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vatidti : nor do raangr People ever kiK>w, how 
die Steps taken by their Friends for their Par- 
don or Advancenaent proved cffedual : yet 
they are not the lefs efFedual on that Account. 
But ihm m\ich however we fee daily, that, 
irom. Regard to the Services and Sufferings 
and Interceffions of fome Perfons, others have 
Fairouts dooe theni> very wifely and juftly^ 
3i^hich clfe neither Wifdona nor Juftice would 
Jiave permitted. And why then flxould it not 
be a lit Recompcnfc to our blcfled Lord, (as 
4iDdout>tedly it muil be the moil acceptable 
<me poflihle^) for what he fo x^hcerfully under*- 
toolc and went through, that Mankind, to 
whom he had made himfelf related, in fo ex- 
traor^nary a Manner, with fo amiable an In- 
^flt?ion, Should be treated the more kindly on 
his Ac^xHmt : that, to fpcak in the Language 
^ tfee Prophet \ when be had made himfelf 4m 
"Offering for Sin^ he Jhould Ji^ of the Travel of 
kis Soul and be fatufied^ hy the Knowledge of 
Simjelf jujiifymg numy^ For obferve, no one 
will^ver be accounted righteous for bis Sake, 
who-doth not in Fa^ become righteous by his 
Means. And rewarding his Incarnation and 
Death, hy putting Sinners into his Hands to be 

^Ifii. liii. 10, !!• 

C 3 \ made 
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made happy, on Condition that he fhould flrf| 
jnake them Holy, Pious and Virtuous, <ibth 
nojefs Honour to the Juftice of God, than to 
his Mercy. 

And how little foever we apprehend the 
Reafons of what Heaven hath done towards our 
Deliverance ; yet as we muft perce;ive the Fitr 
nefs of all that we are to contribute towards 
it. Repentance, Faith and Obedience, w^ 
know very fully as muth as we need. They, 
who never heard of the Interpdfition of Chrift, 
may poffibly receive fome Benefit from it, on a 
general Application, that God will be mercifut 
to them in fuch Manner as he fhall tJhink pror 
per. But of us will he required an explicit 
Petition for that Mercy, which he ha^h o^ere^i 
in that Form„ which he hath diredted. And if 
inftead of this^ we will reft Qur Caufe folcly on 
the Footing pf our own Righteoiifnefs^ or our 
own Repentance, impe^-feft a§ we kriovv, cur 
cafily may know, they both are : if vve refu^ 
tQ acknowledge that EfRcacy in the E^eath 9f 
pur Bleffed Saviour, which He and lus ^poftl^s 
have afcribed to it: fro.ni what Caufe fpevcr 
this proceeds, other than; e^ffufab^e M^fl;al?a; 
whether from a flight Opinion of the Defert 9f 
Sin, frqm a high Notion qf human Virtue, 

fron\ 
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from Unwillingnefs to confefs Obligations, or 
from the mere Pride of thefe poor ihallow Un- 
derftandings of ours, claiming to know every 
Reafon that God hath for his Adlions, while 
yet we know completely no one Thing around 
U5; it is a prefumptuous Negledt, full of 
Guilt. And one Motive fof making our Sal- 
vation dependant on another, and the Manner 
of his obtaining it for us incomprehenfible to 
ourfelves, might well be, to check that fwell- 
ing Vanity of our Hearts, which is the Parent 
of almoft all our Sin and Mifery, and to teach 
Man to walk humbly with his God"". 

Let us therefore thankfully accept his 
Mercy, juft as we find it offered to us, and 
learn to own, that we have all Jinnedy and 
£omej}?ort of the Glory of God ^ and are jujlified 
freely by his Grace, through the Redemption, 
that is in f^fus Chrijl : whom God hath fet 
forth to be a ^Propitiation, through Faith in his 
Plood, to declare^ his Right eoufnefs : that he 
might be jujl, and the Jtipjier of him which 
bekveth in Jefus ^ 

c Mic, vi. 8. * Rora. iii. 23-^26. 
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James ii. i6* 

for wiofoever Jhall keep the whoie Law, and 
yet offend in one Pointy be is guilty of all. 

FEW Perifons, I apprehend, have dither 
read or heard thefe Words, without he- 
iQg in fbme degree ihocked at them, and look-- 
ing upon them as a very bard Saying *. For 
though9 From Reverence to Scrijpture, we may 
endeavour to keep down what rlfes In ottr 
Minds, yet no wonder if we feel a fttoiig Re-*- 
ludance to believing, that he, who trani^dfle^ 
in fome Things, is guilty of others^ in which 
he dock not tranigrefs^ and £o by running into 
one Extreme becomes chargeable with the Op* 

» John vi. 60. 

pofite: 
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pofite : which, it muft be owned, this Paf- 
fage, upon the firft View of it, appears to af- 
firm. But then we ought to remember, that 
in a)l pifcouri^s, uoon all Subjeds^ mmy 
Things occur, which are'by no 'Means to be 
underflood according to the mere Sound of tho 
Words, but according to the Nature of th^ 
Matter in Queftion, the vifible Intention of the 
Writer or Spe^pr, and the TJfe of the Lan^ 
guage. And more efpecially (hort Sentences 
i^nd Maxims, whetl^er. of Religion, A^orals^r- 
or Prudence, ought to hjtve this Allowance* 
made to them : Hecaufe they are often pUr-r 
pofely conceived in Ternis, the obvious Mean- 
ing of which alarms Men; that fo their At;*' 
tcntion may bq excited more efFedually to that 
hidden Wifdom, which, on farther Inquiry, 
it will be found they convey. ' Now the Afleft'. 
tion before us is a Jewifh Maxim, found in 
fererai of their ancient Books, written finco 
the Times of the Apoftlcs, and thetefor!^ pro-? 
bably enough ufcd before their Time, whon a' 
Cohtrovcrfy amongft them, of .which we have. 
Footftcps in tl^e Gofpeh, might eafily furniih 
an Occafion for it. 

They had a Law, of which the Precepts, 
a44ing the Qcrqnonial to the Moral, were very 
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numerous. The Obfervation of all theic> . tho! 

adapted with great Wifdom to the Circumr ' 

ftances, in which they were placed for many 

Ages, was found very burd^nfome. Ajjd 

therefore fome of them had begun to perfliadc 

themfelves, and teach others, that a ftrift Gbcr 

dieqce to whichever Part they pleafcd was 

fufficients or to exprefs it in their own Words, 

tliat God gave fo many Commandments to tbem^ 

that by doing any of them f they might be faved^ ; 

by which they meant at kaft any great one : 

and hence in all Likelihood arofe the Queftion, 

which was the great Commandment in the 

Law "" f A Doi^lrine of fo pernicious Confe- 

quence as this, .we m?y be fure, while there 

was any Regard to Ti^uth left, would be ftrer- 

nuoufly oppofed. And it wfis natural, that the 

contrary Dodlrinc fhould be exprefled by the 

Teachers of ii; in the ftrongeft Manner they 

*> Pocock on Hpf. xiv. 2. from Ikkarim, 1. 3. c. 29. In hunc 
prdihem xecipiunt quemv}s antiqui, qui ob Qnicum tantummodo 
prasftitum pr^ceptpn^, non fejki^s interim csetera, fed ts^^^ , 
probans, ineretur nomen Ifraejitx. Men* ben, I/r, de Refur. 1. 2. 
c. 8. p. 181. But then he fakh, 1. 1. c. 6. p. 43, 44. that the 
Ancients held, they were firH to fuffer for their bad Deeds, then 
%o be rewarded for their good Deeds | but dill all Ifr^dices were 
|o be finally happy, unlefs they dilbelieved Providence, the Law, 
fjr the Ref^rreftion. 

« yi^i)x. xxii. 36. * ^ 

PQuIcJ 
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tould 'ioEfll invetot.' Now foth iincloubtcdiy is 
thxof the Te)rt, which may feem iitdced to 
hjM» (W«rdowe the Matttr not a little- But thic 
3i4<laitaliOtt^, belonging to it, wiere probably 
^fell imd«rilood by tvcry iBody then. And 
thfer^fore all that ^t.Jafms needed, in writing 
IS) the l^wirti G&fiftians of thofc Days^, was to 
*ottfiriii it by the iSaadion of his Authority; 
€hiz>i]gh in our Times it is Tequifitc to explaini, 
knd guard it ag^iwft Miftakes : which alfo be 
hash greatly aOi2ted as in donig. 

For, that hfe nevet defigTOd ia the le&ft to 
*feffirMf^, Ihal heing guilty of oae Sin mo\x\^ 
-tnikt Mm% Condition as bad, ^ bdng g^l^ 
-of -ever fo niany, we may be very itire ; not 
nonly from the ^onftrous Unrcafonable»efe 
of fuch ^ Notfob, ^nd its Inconfiftence wt^ 
■swhat the other Parts of Scripture have expi^efdy 
*a43ght I but from hence dfo, that were tWs 
the Cafe, all Sinners whatever muft receive an 
©<|ual Condemnation 5 and yet he himfelf, in 
lAfe vcty firft Verfe of the -very next Chapter, 
ipeaks of fome, ^iXjhall receive a greater £on^ 
'demnation. Since therefore this could not be 
Iris Meaning, let ais procetd 

L To confider, what it was, . or might he. 

II, To draw fuitible Inferences from it, 

L To 
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I. To cohfickr, ^hafcit V9sufy nx jafUj might 

ho, . • V ^' ~ • . . 

Ai\d here; t^endin^ ik* me^ Point vmxSl^ of 
Niscsffity fignify odibndiiig wiif(i% : fbr throng 
l^norancQ^ ioaidirertencey or Surprixei, we off 
fifffendin many TBiftgs^ a^ dws .very EpifUe Ulk 
tts^"* : 3;aet we catinot thinks the Text was in^ 
lofided to bring every Perfim umfer the Guilt 
which k tnentioti^ And therefore we arc not 
to undef fta«i(J it of fuch Offences,, but of prow 
ibm|)tiiou8 and habitoal Sins, that vrhooysef 
bt«aks' the Law in one Pmnt is guilty tf aii. 

Again, o£fdnding in one point, may. imeanei-i 
ther offending in fosxie one of lingular fmpor« 
tance, or in afny one, great or fmall. - There 
have been Pdffohs, who, taking it in the forw 
mer Senie, have underftood ttie one Point to bo 
that of mutual Love, which ^t. James }uA l)e- 
fore% as well as St. Puul^ f^ys> /> the fu^l-^ 
ling (^ the Law^. And as the whole Law of 
fecial Life is briefiy comprehend^ in this Saying^^ 
^houjbalt hve^ thy Neighbour asthyjelf^y he, 
who oiiends in that one, will certainly be guilty 
of all, fince all depend on that ^: and how- 

^ Jam^ in. 2. «-Ver. 8. ' Rom. xiii. lo. « Ver. 9. 
^ M^to fit omnittm reu^, qui qontta iltoi\[Chanta(Coin].fafia, 
ex qna pendent omnia, jiug. ad Hieron. See alfb the Life of 
St. Srkenwald in the Ap^^endix to 0.agdak's Hiilerx of St. 
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tt^r ftriiMy the outwdrd A6ts of each riiay. l)d 
performed, the inward Spirit of them cannotf 
le ^e&rved* But if it be thought rather, rthaH 
offending in. any one Point whatever was meanf 
by St* Jumes^ then we rauft inquife fomewhatf 
farther, to know, what the laft Words, Guilty 
of all^ can fighify^ Thtfy certainly carry anb 
Appearance of, aftonifhing Severity^ And yet 
there is no Neceffity of underftanding theni to 
be any thing more than a ftrohg Expreflion^ 
(for all the Eailern People expreffed Things 
very'ilrongly) importing^ that whoever is thus 
blamable, is greatly blamable, and liablef to 
a heavy Punifliriient. There is one Paflagc in 
8t, Matthew particqlarly, which will fbew this 
in a clear Light: I, mean that, whefe our 
Saviour telh the Jewsj that on them Jhould come 
all the righteous BldodJJ^ed upon the Earthifroni 
tbe Blood of righteous Abel unto the Bloifd of 
Zacharias the Son of Baracbias^ whom tbeyflensi 
between the Temple and the Altar\ . N6r wa* 
he content with faying fo once^ b^t Repeats it 
immediately, Verily I fay unto^ yoUi all tkefi 
Things Jhall com^ upon this Generation '. ^Wha^' 
could he poffibly mean here? Not liter^lyy 
that any of the Jews fliould be punilhed 6vk 

. ;iCC€»UQ|| 
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^cdpuf\t of thi^: Muf der of Abeli for they did 
not fo much ^^s defcend from his Murderer; 
nor that any of that Generation fliould undergo 
the Sentence of God for ,what, another. Genc-j 
ration did : But, as their- Wickedncfs, ; ^e-% 
daily in perfecuting- Him and his DifqipleSj, 
was-y and he forefaw would be, incredibly great,, 
he defigncd to fay in the mofl forcible M^ner^ 
that their Puniihment (hould be io too.:. And 
to raife, if poffible, their Conceptions of it high 
enough, he purjx>iely ufes Terms, which, i^ 
taken ftridly^ would be too high ; .an4 
fpeaks, . as if every innocent Man, th^ had 
ever been put to Deaths (hould have \ii% 
Blopd required at their Hands. Nor did he 
alone venture on fuch Forms of Speech- St. 
Join hath exadly the fame, where he faith, 
that in Babylon was found the Blood of alUjhat 
were Jlain upon the Earth ^. This may feeoi 
to us taking a ftrange Liberty ; but it wap fa-< 
miliar to the Jews : their own Writers fincc 
are fall of it; and abound in Sayings, which 
they intend only iov bold Figures, and the ig- 
norant miftake for grofs Abfurdities. Indeed 
all Languages have more or lefs in them of 
this kind : only we overlook it in our owrij, 

^ Rev. xviii. 24. 

while 
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wtiifc wc are Ibocked at it in others. To fiy, 
that a Man hath done all the Mifehlcf or iuf- 
kred aH the Miftvj, in the Worid^ is fo eona- 
tnbn a Way of fpeaking, that perhapa we 
fliali be furprifcd, upon Reoolle<5tion, to find 
it quite as ftrong, as the before- mentioned 
ones out of Scripture. Juft in the fame M fen* 
ncr, then, as the Jews of that one Age were 
to bear the Punifhment of all the righteous 
Blood, that had been fhed in all Ages; the 
wilful Breakers of one Comoiandment incur 
the Guilt of breaking all the Commandments t 
that is, their Crime is very great, and their 
Condemnation (hall be in Proportion. For 
they. Who offend but againft a fingje Precept, 
yet if they do it deliberately and habitudly, 
which^ you have feen, is the Cafe here fup- 
pofcdi are doubtlefs Faulty to a much greater 
Degree, than Aich as offend againft mor^, bat 
lefs frequently, and without Defign. 

Had therefore the Words of the TeXt been 
true only in this loofer Senfe, they had ftill, 
confidering the Genius of the Eaftern Stile^ 
•been very }uftifiable. But indeed there is 
much further Truth in them. For Gui/ty of, 
may mean liable to> the Scripture faith. Guilty 

of 
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ff DiAth \ as well as of Sin : and then^ 

Gmity ^ aJh mzy raeaft^ liable to all the Pu-» 

aiflimfents denounced by the Law, in his pro* 

per Degree. Or though we. fuppofe die Phrafe 

to i5gnify# as it feems to do, Ouilty of breaks 

ing idl ihe Precepts of the Law; ftill when 

anj^ Perfoft prefunjptuoufljr tran%rfc(&s one 

Part« his Guiit iii fome Meafore extends to 

the Whok* For the Whole of God's Law ia 

hitt ttoc SySctm, and evsery Part of it conneded 

with ^iBjy other i £o that^ if any is brokeui 

a]) jaru weakened* The Whole of Piety and 

Virliw is but one Difpofition of Mind^ one 

m^vtm Piineiple ^ doKiig what is £t i and if 

whit ii uafit may ^er be dohe ; f^ere can bs 

HQ jUaion aj^ned# why it may not always 

bedfiHe** Fitftibtry«tj ThclAWgiver's Title 

to jeoiaaiand^ from which the X^w derives it4 

whcde Fc^ce^ t^s too is one aad the ^me 

thit)U2heut I and if he hath MOt a Right to be 

obeyed m e^ery Articki he hath np Rigjit to 

be pbeyed at all* The Obfer j^atioo^ that fol^ 

' ^ MMth. xxvi. 66» 

* The Simfl» 6f Max. Tyr. Diff. 31, §.2. Edit* 17401 thof^ 
«n^ foinevi4latK£^eiitly by him^ is applte^ible to Uits Purpolii 

^iVltf,. K7K. 

Vol. VII, D law* 
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lows in the Vcrfe after the Text, is perfedly 
juft : be that faid^ Do not commit Adultery^ 
/aid alfOf Do not Kill: nor is there a higher 
Regard due to him in one Cafe, than in the 
other. Whoever therefore denies the Obli- 
gation of any Precept, which he admits to 
be a Precept, difowns the whole Autho- 
rity of God at once : for he hath not a Jot 
more in the reft, than he hath in this ; where 
he is allowed none ". Or if a Perfon only re- 
fufes to obey a Commandment, which he 
thinks is not one ; yet, if his thinking fo pro- 
ceeds from his Unwillingnefs to think other- 
wife, it may be a near Approach to the fame 
Guilt : for at this Rate, he may reje<3: them 
all, if he diflikes. them all. Nay, fuppofing 
he doth npt fet himfelf to difbelieve his Du^, 
but is prevailed on by Temptation to negle<3: 
fome Part : yet then, he not only might, with 
juft as good Reafon, negled: every Part, but 
probajjly it is from no Principle pf Confcience, 
that he performs any. Attention to his In- 
tereft, or Want of Inclination, may keep him 
good in moft Cafes beiides : but if the Fear 
6f God, or Love of Virtue, were what kept 

'•^hcTalmudifts obferve this particularly concerning a Dc- 

»wiittf^»5i*bath. Vd3 iQD \h>rx2 rauJ3 nswn n^D 

n^l^Hn Mm E/ra gives the Reafon : For he denies the Crea- 
iioo. Sfld. de Jure Nat. k Gent. 1. 3. c. lo. 

5 him 
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him fb^ one (hould think it would have kept 
him from one Sin^ as well as from another* 
And therefore he that violates any divine 
Command^ it may be feared^ is guilty in the 
reft, virhich he obfervcs, of not obferving them 
on fuch Grounds, as he fhould : which, to ^ 
the Purpofes of Religion and his own future 
Happinefs, is too near a-kin to not obferving 
them at all. For if an Aftion, which would 
otherwife be a good one, is done from a Mo- 
tive, that hath no good in it ; this cannot be 
the Service, that God requires* And on fome 
of thefe Accounts perhaps it is, that Tu/Iy af- 
firms, in Words pretty like thofe of the Text, 
that whoever is deftitute of any one Virtue, is 
poffefled of none °. 

But I would not be qtilte fo rigid neither. 
There arcdoubtlefs but too many inconfiftent 
Perfons, much to be pitied, and often in fe« 
veral Particulars to be efteemed, that fhew a 
true and great Regard to their Duty ia fome 
Things, while in others they are inticed to adt 
very ill. Thefe now are not the moft highly 
faulty, but ftill really faulty, with refpedl to 

• Ecquid fcb igitar— virtutem — it unam confeflus fis te 
son habere, nullam c£k te babiturum ? Tufo% Difp. lib. a. 
}. 13. Edit. Davids. Where fee other Authorities in the Note». 
See al(b De Fin. 5—23. 
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iht whole of Ofod'-s Liaw. In thofe Briftcires, 
^hrch thty tfaftfgffefs, ther* can be fto Qjief-^ 
tion t)f thieir Gviilt ': and in thofe, which they 
t)hfeir^e, they Arc guilty at leaft of laying In 
their bwA W^y gtieW)u$ Tfemptatiohs to twnif- 
gfefs thetn. Fot the ItiduJgeftce lof any, Sift 
ftrangely Itads Men « all Times, ifid kfincft 
forces them at fome Times, into the C<>m«- 
ttliffibn of lii^y mor*, which po^My they 
little thought of: till at the BreaK:h> vrhkh 
apptared fiftall and hitrtnklfe, there ruihfes iti it 
TortdM, thM overwhelms every Thing riglit 
in theni : and thus by offisinding in iQne P$inf^ 
they too frequently bdccWiH, ih the ftriOidl 

• SenFe, gnihy ^f alP. Theif Guilt itedefed, ^l 
to thcfe latter Sins, is not complete, till they 
have cbmmilted them s but it beg«in, when 
they brought thc^nfelvefe iirft into die Ha2^d 
of cottitoittin^ them. A^ even ihoi»ld they 
be fo happy as to efcape> r&ftning into Danger 
is no fi^all Mifbehaviour. 

Another Fault of theirs> with rcfpefik to , 
fuch Parts of God's Law, 4§ they do n&t pw* 
fonally breaks is> that their Exam^k of of^ 

, fending in fome Points encourages the World 

p Si fatereris fcienter januam incendiiTcy ii unam fighnmy ptito, 
tota domas intelli^gerenn' fm parte. N^C entln quif^atiin olnnift , 
incendity fed unam aliquam partem, ex qua fiirg^t m omnia fe 
Q)a;'furus ignis. Sen. Excerpt. De^n. lib. 5. Controv. 5. 

around 
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aronod thrai to o^cnd in Qthor Points* For 
if Yqu indulge thae VJc« which you likQ, why 
may not They indulge thq Vieea they like ? 
And thiH, though ypu ar^ goUty of praaifing 
hut oB^ 8ta, yw are gwiJty of promoting the 
Pra<See of wcry Sin ; ^nd will fliaro in the 
Crime, tnd confcqucntly in the Pupiihment, 
not only of what you dire^ly do» but perhaps 
of what yott abhor, becaufe you have been the 
Occafion of ojlhers doing it« 

But there ia ftiU a Senfe left, and a very ia- 
iweftiugoae, in which the Words of St. Jarms 
dre true. I'&e Royal Law^ that he mentions 
juft before the Text, and refers tp in it, is 
plainly the Law of the Kingdom of Chrift, 
that is, the Gofpd. Now the Gofpel Terms 
rf Salvation ||re, that whoever finccrely, tho' 
imperfeAly, obferves the Whole of its* Pre- 
cepts, is intitled, through Faith, to its Fof- 
givenefs and Rewards : but if a Perfon is 
wilfully guilty of any one Sin, fblong as he 
continues in that State, Chrijt Jkaii profit him . 
nothing \ For, evei> fuppofing him pardoned 
before, that Pardon was but a conditibnal 
ooie, and caanpt become absolute, till the 
Time of his Trial is over. Every prefump- 

^QzH. iU. 2. 
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tuous Tranfgrcffion opens the Account anew^ 
which Repentance and Amendment had clofed: 
and makes him a Debtor once again^ for every 
Thing that he hath ever. done amifs. Read 
but the Parable of the unmerciful Servant, in 
the 1 8th Chapter of St. Mattbewi and you 
will be perfe<aiy fatisfied of this Truth. In- 
deed the very Reafon of the Thing (hews^ 
that whoever performs not all the Conditions 
of the Chriftian Covenant, is intitled to none 
of the Benefits of it : but though his Cafe 
fhall doubtlefs be equitably confidered, and 
with due Allowances to his former Virtue or 
Penitence, yet it fliall not be confidered as 
coming under the Promifes of the Go^l; 
but he remains chargeable, though not with 
any Thing he hath not done, yet with every 
Thing he hath done. And which of God's 
Commandments is there, that we have not, at 
fome Time, in fome Degree, wilfully tranf- 
greifed ? This therefore is a very important 
Senfe, were there no other, in which he, who 
offends in one Point, is guilty of all. 

You fee then, how intirely juftifiable this 
Paffage of St. "yames appears, when well ex- 
amined. And the chief Things, to be re- 
membered concerning it, are thefe. He doth 
not jneaHi that committing one Sin makes our 

Condition 
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Condition juft as bad^ as committing ever fo 
many. But he may rcafonably mean, that 
being vicious in any Refped: weakens and en*- 
dangers our Virtue in every Refpedl : that de- 
liberately breaking God's Law, but in one 
Cafe, implies in it a Denial of his Authority 
in all Cafes; and not. only, in juft Confe- 
quence, may, but daily, in Fad:, doth produce 
an univerfal Difregard to him, both, in our* 
felves and others : nay, fuppofing the Mifchief 
to flop far fhort of this, yet that a Failure in 
any fingle Condition of the Gofpel Covenant 
precludes us from all the Rewards, and in a 
Degree proportioned to the Greatnefs of the 
Failure, will bring upon us all the Threaten- 
ings of it. Let us therefore now confider 

IL The Inferences, to be drawn from the 
Words, thus explained ; which are two. 

I . Since it is neither affirmed by St. Jamesp 
nor true in itfelf, that the Guilt of any one 
Sin is equal to the Guilt of ever fo great a 
Multitude of Sins : there can be no Encou- 
ragement in the World for the Wicked to run 
on into ftill more Wickednefs; but, on the 
contrary, next to becoming uniformly good, 
their moft ferious Intereft lies in leflening the 
Number and Meafure of the Things, in which 

D 4 they 
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they are bad. Too commonly, when once 
Men are fallen into the Praftice of % Sin, 
either it requires another to conceal or fupport 
it, or a fecond wrong Inclination claims the 
fame Right to Indulgence as the firft, or un- 
cafy Reflexions drive them to feek for Confo^ 
lation from irreligious Principles, or Lofs of 
Reputation tmongft the Virtuous, reduces 
them to court Acceptance at any Rate they 
can have it, among the Vicious, And though 
they arc fenfible, that all this plunges them 
deeper, yet their Reafbning is, that any one 
Bin, if the Scripture be true, makes their Cafe 
defperate, and ever fo many can do jio more j 
that, if they are to be iniferable hereafter, 
whoever ventures uppn the Thing, it is eft'ant 
Abfurdity in him to be folicitous about the 
Degree of it, and live in a State of perpetual 
Inconfiftency, neither hoping at all for the 
Rewards of Virtue, nor enjoying freely the 
Plcafures of VicCf No%v undeniably this Sort 
of Condudl is a Folly, and* there is only one 
jSort greater: but that is the very one, of 
which you make Choice : refolving to do amifs 
jn more Points, becaufe you do amifs in fomte ; 
pnd to make your Condition as much worfe as 
yoB can, becaufe it is g very bad one already. 

If 
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If the Mtfery, whidi God wFU raflid here* 
after, is ta be feared, furely an Incretfe ef it 
15, tfxz&ly m Proportion, fo much more to be 
feared; and, in fuch a Cafe « this, a large 
Incrcaf^ muft be expefted. There, nwy be 
Excufcs pleaded for falling into fbme Faults : 
l)at there can be no Excafe for adding others 
to them wilfully. There mzf be Hope of 
Amendment, while you are gone bnt a little 
wrong J and perhaps you pleafe yourfelf with 
the Thought that you fliall amend : « leaft 
the Time may come, when that Profpctft, if 
you could entertain it, would be a pleaiing 
one indeed. Why then, in the mean, while; 
will you be needlefsly deviating farther and fan^ 
ther; and laying daily new Obflaclcs, (fome 
of which may prove infuperable) in the Way 
of your own Return f Poflibly indeed you may 
Utterly defpife fuch Conliderations as thefe, 
jind think it great Bravery to do fo. But it is. an . 
Vnwife Bravery, You^e not certain, you can- 
not be certain, that either Immorality or Con- 
tempt of Religion are fafe Things. And if they 
^e unfafe, the lefs you are guilty of either, the 
better. Were a future Account only poffible, 
|t ought to put you under »o fmall Reftraints : 
but how much greater, if it be proSable, if it 
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be certain? It is very true^ the only Beha- 
viour that will fecure you thoroughly, is keep- 
ing clear of every Thing bad. But at leaft do 
not go Lengths, to which you are not tempted : 
do not go every Length, to which you are 
tempted. If you will be debauched, why will 
you be injurious too ? If you will be both dif- 
iblute and difhoneft, why need you be profane 
alib| and fcorn and ridicule Virtue and Piety, 
as^ well as negle6t them? Or, on the other 
Hand, however you adl in Relation to Things 
of the next World, why fhould you abandon 
yourfelf to Profligatenefs and Folly in refpe& 
of this, and be wretched before your Time ? 
Fear not in the leaft, but there will be Guilt 
and Mifchief full enough in thofe Kinds and 
Degrees of Sin, from which you imagine you 
cannot abftain : fo that you will have no Oc- 
cafion to increaie the Lift of them wantonly. 
And be afTured, that however painful it may 
be to retreat, or flop fhort where you are, 
going farther on will be much more fo, pro- 
bably in this Life, but afluredly hereafter. 
For if God will at all diftinguifli then be* 
tween good and bad, (as he muft and will, if 
he be juft, or wife, or true,) he will as cer- 
tainly 
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tainly diftinguifh^ and toPurpofe too^ between 
bad and worfe. 

But abfurd a$ it would be to reckon one Sin 
as dangerous as many, (againft which, not- 
withftanding, it was needful to give a ftrong . 
Caution, becaufe the Text, at firft fight, may 
appear to favour it,) ftill the oppofite Error is 
equally abfurd, which yet, in fpite of the Text, 
the whole Scripture, and the plaineil Dilates 
of common Reafon, great Multitudes will 
perfift in ; that, I mean, of thinking, or ading 
as if they thought, that fince every one is 
peculiarly inclined to fome Fault or other, he 
will be diipenfed with in that, provided he 
performs but the reft of his Duty tolerably welL 
And therefore, 

2» The principal Inference, to be drawn 
from St. yames^s Words, is, that no one Sin 
whatever can be wilfully indulged, without 
forfeiting our Salvation, Indeed if it could ; 
if our Obedience may fafely fail juft where 
alone it is, properly fpeaking, tried; that is, 
where we find ourfelves peculiarly tempted to 
difobey ; what Proof do we give of any Regard 
to Virtue, or what mqft become of the Interefts 
of it in the World ? Few People have above 
one or two Faults, to which they are much ad- 

difted: 
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di<fted : fa that allowing them thefe^ u a)loW^ 
ing them all ; and giving them Leave to be 
as wicked, as they want to be. Or Aippofing 
they have feveral bad Inclinations; yet, if 
one of them is to be forgiven, becaufe it is a 
Favourite; why not the reft, if they cia make 
. -die fame Plea ? And further, if jrour Faults 
«rc to be overlooked in the Day of Judgment, 
why not the different Faults of every one 
elfe ? One Peribn is prone to Intempcnince> 
another toLewdnefs, a third to Faliehood antl 
Dilhoncfty, a fourth to Malice and Revenge* 
If Inclination, and Conftitution, and what 
we are pleafed to call Nature, is to be u War- 
rant for any of thefe, why not for all ? But you 
will plead it perhaps only for fmall Sins. And 
fb one is indulged firft, bccaufe it is but a little 
one: then another, becaufe it is not much 
bigger: and where (hall we flop, or in what 
will this end ? Every ones Sin is fmall in his 
own Opinion, and none is fo in Reality. For, 
be it in ^yhat Inftance it will, difobeying our 
Maker, violating ourConfciences, and breaking 
through the facred Bonds of Truth and Duty, 
can never be deemed a flight Matter^ nor will 
it hereafter be found fo. 

^5m 
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Bat is tHef^ no Allowance then to bt made 
for httknun Weaknefs> and the Strength of 
Tefifiptatioft ? Undoubtedly great Allowance^ 
in all fuch Failings^ as we watch and ftr ire 
an'd pray «tgttr^» and perfevere in bppofi&g; 
Swt then> whoever dotii this in Earneft^ will 
oertainly gain Ground of his Failings s and 
tfaefefofe whoeter gains little or no Gi^iiod> 
doth n^t do it in Eameft*. Wifhing oow and 
then ^tiM, ^ were better, being grieved a little 
when wo think how bad we are, and, in a 
fndden Fit of Goodndfs, making a faint EfTay 
tidWM^ Reformation, and laying it afide again; 
t^s i% fiH* from performing^ what» by th^ Af« 
fiftance of Heaven, we might, if we wtxild^, 
And whoet«er can think that no more is ex* 
peSted of him, muft thinic at the iame Timc> 
^H God hMJk "very Jittle Attention to the Obr 
itt^mnce ctf liis Laiws, md diat hi$ Lkws ar-e 
x>( very littile Ufe towards the Goveraaa^nt of 
the WorM. 

All P^(Kis therefore^ who have a proper 
R6g]tt»d to Sofia Branches of their Duty, bcflt 
iiot to ethers, <»igbt ferloidly to coniiderj, that 
thc^ are doing a great Deal, withcmt doii^ 
any thing to EfFeft, for Want of doing the • 
Whole : that it muft be peculiarly grievous to 
2 them 
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them in the next Life^ to come fo near the 
Kingdom of Heaven^ and yet to fall fhort of 
it ; to be almoji^ but not altogether^ Cbrijlians '• 
Since they take Pains to corredl Part of their 
bad Inclinations^ it cannot but be worth their 
while to correal the reft. Either it will not 
be very difficulty or the Difficulty will not 
continue very long, or the Reward will be 
very ample. And whichfoever is the Cafe^ it 
muft evidently be their Intereft to make their 
Lives confiftent, their Charaders clear» and 
their Hearts eafy, by walking in every Ordi^ 
iiance of the Lord hlamelefs * .• for fo JhaU we 
not be confounded^ if we have Refpe^ unto all 
bis Commandments ^ 

But then we muft ever underftand this> not 
only of moral Duties, not only of the Duties 
of natural Religion, but of revealed alfo : and 
particularly of that great and leading Com- 
mandment, that we believe on the Name of bis 
Son Jefus Chriji ".• believe in him practically, 
as well as fpeculatively 5 believe in him as our 
Redeemer and Mediator, no lefs than our In« 
ftrudlor : trufting in his Merits for Pardon and 
Acceptance; iii his Grace for Strength and 

r Adis xxvi. 28» 29. * Luke i. 6. < Pfal. cxix« 6. 
•« I John iii. 23. ^ 

Comfort; 
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Comfort; and feeking to be found in Him, not 
leaving our own Rigbteoufnefs^ which is of the 
LaWf but that which is of God by Faith \ 
For we have all offended in every Point : and 
having Recourfe to this one^ of penitent Faith 
in Chrifty virorking by Love^ is our only Cur^ 
for paft Sinsy our only Means of future Obe- 
dience. By the Deeds of the Law Jhall no 
Flejh be jujlified^-, but whofoever believeth in 
Him^ Jhall not be ajhamed \ 

^ Phi}, iii, 9. > Rom. iii. 20. TRom. x. if« 
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koM. xii. 3* 

for I fay 9 through the Grdci given untd mi 9 
to every Man that is among you, not to think 
of bimf elf more highly than he ought to think: 
but to think foherly^ accordingly as God hath 
dealt to every Man the Meafure of Faith. 

TJtiESE Worcis exprefs the Duty of 
Humility fo accurately, and carry in 
the v^ry Manner of ftating it fo full and clear 
an Evidence of its Obligation, that one would 
liope no Man could read or hear them, without 
being fconvinced, that iie ought to do what 
they enjoin. 

There are Dire<ftions of Scriptute^ concern- 
ing this Matter, which fome pifetend to be 
impraxaicable^ and unfit to be pradtifed : A? 
Whefe St. Paul himfelf exhorts. In Lowlinefs 
of Mind let each ejleem other better than them^ 

Vot. VII. <;e /ehesi 
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Jehes *; and St. 'Peter ^ Allofyau be fubjeSl one 
to another ^. In relation to fuch Paflages it 
hath been pleaded, that, were every one to 
think thus, many muft think falfely ; which we 
ought not to .do if we could, and for the moft 
Part, in this Cafe, cannot do if we would, 
but only pretend to it hypocritically: that Men 
would be inwardly prouder and outwardly 
more troublefome, with .this afFeifted Humility, 
than without it ^: that the Mockery, of a 
mutual Submiflion in every Thing muft fill 
human Life with perpetual Embarraflments ; 
and whilft every oneinfifted upon obeying, na 
one would be left to rule or preferve Order *. 

Now the Abfurdity of fuch Behaviour indeed 
is very glaring. But for that Reafon the Apof- 
tles are not to be underftood, as they need not> 
in a Senfe that gives Encouragement to it» 
Practical Writers on religious and moral Sub- 
jei^s, confidering how hardly the Generality 
are brought to entertain fufficiently ftrift 

* Phil. ii. 3. k I Pet. V. 5. 

M. Antonin. 1. xii. §.27. 

* *T'vo' dL'tV^M9f Vtl §TI MTVfM. 0»t. 

' Cel/us afRrmed unreafonably, that Chriftians had leamci 
theiiC Notions of Humility from Plato mifund^rllood. Ori^^ 
a^ainjl Cdfus^ vi. 15. 

/ 4 Notions 
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Kotions of their Duty> pufpofely exprefs it 
Ibmetimes in Words> which, taken literally^ 
Would be too ftridt. For Abatements more 
than enough will not £ail to be made : efpecially 
in fuch favourite Points, as that of the good 
Opinion, which we have of ourfelves. But 
in thefe two Apoftolical Injundlions, only a 
very moderate Abatement is wanting* We are 
to efteem others better, or fuperior to us^ not 
in Things where we know they are not^ but in 
Things where Wie may juftly fuppofe they are. 
And perhaps there is no Pcrfon, or however no 
pious and good Perfon, and to fuch the Apoftle^ 
Wrote, but hath the Advantage of us in fomc 
Particulars j or at leaft; from our fuller Ac- 
quaintance with our own Defers, may, on pro-* 
bable Grounds, be apprehended by us to have 
it. Or if not, yet efteeming them fuch, may, 
according to a frequent Ufe of the original 
Word fo rendered \ mean only treating tbcra 
as fuch* And though we muft not do this, by 
making hollow and deceitful Profeflions of In* 
feriority j yet we may do it, by concealing and 
waving our Claims to Superiority: not hing 
fubjeSi one to the otbif on all Occafionss indeed, 

« Sec Job xiii. 24. xix. ii. xxxiii. 10. xlt. z'^^ 29. :'Phil. iii. 
7>S. See alfo a Letter io the iV(7»W/(rJ9/^/r0/%fy<^ Sep. iqAfl- 
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but on all proper ones, which are naore than a 
few. It cannot be, that either of the Apoftlcs 
fliould intend to carry theDuty further; becaufe 
both of them aded in Stations of Authority 
themfelvcs, and prefcribed Rules to others 
how to a<a in them. But it is peculiarly im- 
pofliWe that St. Paul fhould run into fuch an 
Extreme: for he hath diflinguiflied very cx- 
adtly the Obligations proceeding from Ac 
different Ranks and Improvements of Men, 
which implies, that they muft be confcious of 
them. And if he had given no other Proof of 
his underftanding the Nature of Humility 
aright,the Text alone affords a ftrong Demon- 

ftration of it. 

For what doth he there fay, through the 
Grace given unto bimy in Virtue of the Dignity 
gracioufly conferred upon him, to every one 
amongfi us, for our Diredlion in this Behalf? 
Only, «(?/ to think of our/elves more highly, 
than we ought to think j but to think foberly, 
according as God hath dealt to every Man the 
Meafure of Faith ; that is, according to the 
peal Degree of Piety and Virtue, which, through 
Qod's Mercy, our Faith in Chrift hath pro- 
duced ; or rather, taking the Wordj Faith, in 
a lefs common, but more fuitable Meaning, 

, . , according 
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according to the real Value of the feveral Ta- 
lents, which God hath intrufted to our faith- 
ful Management. 

This we muft allow to be a moft equitable 
Way of ftating the Duty in general. And 
therefore it may be hoped we fhall proceed, 
with willing Minds, to examine more parti- 
cularly, 

'Ftrji^ What Manner of Thinking concerning 
Gurfclyes; and, 

Secondly y What Manner of Adlng towards 
others, our Obligation to Humility, thus ex- 
plained, requires. The Former of thefe I (hall 
Gonfider now: the Latter, God willing, here- 
after. At prefent then let us inquire. How 
we ought to think of oqrfclves. And, 

1. We ought plainly not to think, that we. 
are pofleffed of any other good Qualities or Ad- 
vantages, or any greater Eminence in them, 
than in Truth we are: which yet is a Point, 
that we frequently mifapprehend. Self-Love,: 
an AfFedlion infeparable from us, tempts us to 
be wonderfully eafy of Belief in our own^ 
Favour; and extremely flow to difcern, and^ 
induftrious to difguife even to our own View, 
whatever tends to leflen us« Then, as for thye^ 
E 3 In- 
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InfoFmation, which we might receive from 
others, whoever hints the leaft Thing, which is 
pot for our Honour, we fufpedl imnaediately 
muft do it^ if not from ill Defign,' yqt at beft 
ftqm, W^nt of Judgement : and, if we can but 
find a Shadow of Probability for either Sqf-^ 
picion, we foon conclude, that only Malice or 
Ignorance can find Fault with us. To confirm 
which Perfuafiop, we fee perhaps the Gene-, 
tality of our Acquaintance treat us with Marks 
bf confiderable Regard : and this we interpret 
as a moft undeniable .Tpken that we deferve it 
3|11 i though perhaps it arifes merely from their 
Civility, and Defire of living wel] with us, 
Or it Ot^y be opr Cafe is yet worfe : and wc 
are milled by Perfons, who from bad Motives 
make it their Bufinefs to fill us with extrava- 
gant Notioins of our own Accoqpipliihments and 
Pre-emiiifncea. The Rich and Great indee4 
fttfFer mgft by thefe 'VV^retches : and therefore 
fhould ^boye ^1 be. qa their Guard againft 
them. Bat Perfons of every Degree, down to 
the very Iftwoftj, h^v? their Flatterers. And 
ovcQ the grc^eft flattery is conpunonly believ-j 
pd: but if it be eonditi^ed with my Art, i% 
feldom fails* And ia Fa^ from< one or other 
of tl^efe C^ufeSji into wl^t ^QQi£b(ing Error$j| 
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about their own Qualifications do we fee 
People fall ! 

The Inftances are numberlcfs, were no others 
to be mentioned, of Pcrfons deluding them- 
felves in the mofl important of all Points, the 
State of their Souls : miftaking uncharitable 
Zeal, or lifelefs Formality, or enthufiaftic 
Tranfports, for true Religion; or bad-tem-* 
pered Rigidnefs, or prudential Regularity, or 
conftitutional Good'^nature, fof true Virtue; 
faying inwardly^ as the Revelation of St. "John 
expreffes it, lam ricb^ andincreajidmth Goods^ 
and have Need of nothing i and not inomngg 
that they are wretched and poor and blind and 
naked \ But in fuch Matters alfo, as others 
are apt to value thcmfelvcs upon, how efta* 
blifhed an Obfervation is it, that, from Things 
of the greateft Importance down to the vericft 
Trifks, almoft all the World are continually 
judging wrong of their own Title to Efteemi 
and vain of imagined Excellencies, where at 
moft they do but equal thofe about them, or 
perhaps are peculiarly delScient. We caneafily 
remark this in our Neighbours : but we ftrange- 
ly overlook it in ourfelves; and forget, that 
their Failings are only thofe of Human Nature 5 

f iley. ill, ly, 
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to which with the fame Nature^ we are 
juft as liable^ and it may be full as guilty of 
them. 

Some few indeed, through Excefs of Mo- 
defty, or Weaknefs of Spirits, or Strength of 
Temptation, fall into the oppofite Extreme, 
of Diffidence or even Defpondehcy. And 
thcfe, were they ta think foberly andjuftly, 
would think better of themfelves^i to which 
they ought to be excited with the moft compaf^ 
fionate Earneftnefs. But the general Caution, 
to the reft, of us, muft ever be, not to think 
too well; to make fure of abating fufficiently 
from what they who pay Court to us> would 
fuggeft; and. attend to the lefs favourable 
Judgement^ concerning us, that others pafss 
not to bear them thp leaft Ill-will on that Ac- 
count ; but folcly to learn that Knowledge of 
ourfelves, which we are happy, if we learn 
any Way. The beft of outward Monitors! 
iijdced is i, faithful and prudent Friend ; if 
we have fuch 4 one, and will permit him to 
^Qi as fuch* Bi(t the main Article is, that each 
take Care to be his own Friend; by ftudying 
Jiis own Qualifications impartially, and as on^ 
|3ound in Confcience to be an upright Judge^ 
For if a Man think himfelfto befomething^ when 
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Ae is notbingf he deceiveth himfelf. hut let 
imty MUn prove his own Work *. 

2. Having examined, what 6ur Qualifica-^ 
tions are, the next Point is to fettle the tru5 ' 
Value of them. For one Perfon is proud oi 
what another defpifes : and therefore we have 
done nothing, • till we have fixed, what Thing* 
deferve Efteem, and in what Degree. 

Now indifputably the ftrongeft Claim h 
that of a pious and benevolent and reafbnablo 
Difpofition> expreffed in a fuitable Behaviour. 
This, however difregarded by a thoughtless 
World, is the one thing needful^: the Ground- 
work of private and public, of prefent and 
future Happinefs. The human Heart, not-^ 
Vrithftanding its Degeneracy, loves and re-i 
yerences it, even though unwillingly, wherever 
fcen : fuperiof Orders of Beings look down 
upon it with Complacency, and God himfelf 
approves it, as -his own ]R.efemblance. To 
this Charadler then let every one afpire, who 
fecks true Honour, and place nothing in Com- 
petition with it. T^hus faith the Lord^ Let 
not the wife Man glory in his Wifdom ; neither 
let the mighty Man glory in bis Might ; let not 
the rich Man glory in his Riches. But let him^ 

t Gal. yi. 3, 4. ^ Luke x. 42* 
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tbat glorieth^ glory in this i that be underjland^ 
(tb and knowetb mei tbat I am tbe Lord^ 
which exercife Loving-kindnefs^ Judgement and 
JLigbteoufnefs in tbe Ear tb : for in tbefe Tbin^s 
J delight J faith tbe Lord^. 

But then we may value ourfelves, even on 
this acknowledged Excellency, much too high- 
ly. For indeed a Temper and Condu<3:. of iin-- 
mixed Obedience would be no more, than 
plain Reafon and common Senfe dilates. And 
therefore our Saviour's Precept is abfolutely 
right : When ye fhall have done all thofe Things^ 
which are commanded you^ fay ^ We are unproft* 
able Servants^ that is, we have merited no- 
thing : we have done that^ which was our Duty 
to do, ^. Right Behaviour is only what ought 
to be expefted : wrong Behaviour is the Thing 
to be wondered at. And therefore when any 
one admires and is aftonlfhed at his own Good** 
nefs, in all Likelihood he is but lately and im- 
perfedlly become goodi and holds himfelf in 
fuch Account for what he doth, either becaufe 
he doth it with Difficulty, or becaufe he under-* 
ftands but in Part what he ought to do. For 
they who aft from confirmed Habits, a<5l: with 
Eafe; and imagine, that others would of 

Cowft 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



S E R M O N m 75 

Courfc do as well and better, being vcryfenfi- 
ble of their own Failings, Or however perfeft 
the Self-Applauder may be in the Eyes of Men, 
his Heart is nat right ^ but far from it, in the 
Sight of God ^ : nor will he have taken one 
iingle cfFeitual Step towards the Kingdom of 
Heaven, till he is filled with a deep Senfe of 
his own Sinfuli>efs, and Unworthinefs to be 
accepted, otherwife than through Him, wba 
(f God is made unto us Wifdom and Righteotifnejs 
and SanSiiJication andRedemption ; that, accord-- 
ing as it is written^ He that glorietb, let bim 
glory in the hord"^. 

If then we may think too favourably of our- 
fclves even for our Piety and Virtue : how 
much more for other Qualities, which are good 
or bad' only as they are employed ! 

Some infift greatly on their high Birth, or 
diftinguifhed Rank. And unqueftionably Ho^ 
nour is due to all Superiors i and eipecially to 
thofe, whofe Anceftors alfo have been of re- 
markable Note and Worth : which their De- 
feendan ts may be fuccefsfully excited to imitate, 
by feeing it thus refpe(5led. The Education of 
^irdi too HfiQuId be of the heft Kind. And 
fkere/orc we readily prefume on thcfe Accounts, 

♦ Afts viii. ^^. % I Con i, 30, 31. 
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that their Difpofitions likcwife arc noble and 
generous, like the Blood which runs in their . 
Veins, and the Company which they are qua- 
lified to keep. . But ftill this is only Prefump- 
tion. When it proves true in Fadt, they are 
the Supports and the BlefEngs of Society. 
But when the Contrary happens, though, what- 
xrver SubmifRon their Station requires, or pru-^ 
dent Guftom hath allotted to them, fhould be 
carefully paid ; yet they ought to be very fen- 
fible of the effential Diftindlion between ex- 
ternal Deference and inward Veneration ; and 
properly reminded, if there be Need, how 
much more honourable it is, to be a wife and 
good Perfon onesfelf, than to be fprung from 
ever fo many ; and to be ufeful in the loweft 
Condition of Life, than mifchievous or infigni«t 
ficant in the higheft. 

Others claim to be valued on their fuperior 
Wealth. And in Cafe it was acquired hy 
laudable Methods, and is applied to beneficial 
Purpofes, their Claim in its Degree is juft. 
But if they have gained it by Fraud or Extor- 
tion or Servility ; if they abufe it to the Service 
of Luxury or Vanity or Oppreflioh ; or with- 
hold it from thofe to whomReafon and Religion 
^ir^a themi to impart of it| the pooreft Wretch 
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oa Earth, with an humble and contented and 
honeft Heart, is unfpeakably- worthier of Ef- 
teem than they. 

Another Foundation of Self-Complacency 
with fome is their Dexterity in Bufinefs, and 
carrying on the Defigns which they form. 
But of what Sort are their. Defigns ? What 
Ways do they take to attain them ? Are their 
Acquaintance and Neighbours, their Country 
and Mankind, the better or the worfe for their 
Abilities ? If the Wife in their Generation " can- 
not retfirn good Anfwers to fuch Queftions as 
thefe, they muft not expeft very fincere Con- 
gratulations from others on this Notablenefs of 
theirs ; and fooner or later they will find but 
little Comfort in it themfelves. 

A more innocent Claim to Reputation, for 
the moft part^ is that of fuperior Knowledge 
and Learning. Yet Science^ falf^^yfo called % 
may be pernicious beyond any Thing : efpecial- 
ly that horrible Sort, which diflblves the Ties 
of Religion and Morals, and fupplants the 
Hopes of eternal Happinefs. Yet there are- 
Perfons, who can be vain of it. But even true 
Knawledge deferves our Praife chiefly in Pro- 
portion to its Ufefulnefs : .and the moft ufeful 

« Luke xvi. S. • i Tim, vi. 20. 
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of all, being that which is the moft commcm, 
afibrds but fmall Ground for over-weening 
Self-Opinion. Befides; the more wc really 
know, the more confcious we fhall be how 
impcrfe<ftly we comprehend Things, and how 
much there is left behind, of which we are 
^norant. When therefore St. Paul faith, 
that Knowledge puffetb up, he means imaginary 
and mifapplicd Knowledge. For he adds, that 
^any Man thinketb that be knowetb any tbingf 
that is completely, be knowetb notbtAgyety ai 
he ougbt to know ' . And fuch conceited 
Fancies, making Men negligent and rafh, and 
prompting them to defpife the Judgements and 
Reafons of others, lead them into perpetual 
Errors. 

As for the other Temptations to Pride^ 
which prevail with the Gay and Though tlefs, 
k would fcarce be proper to fay more about 
them from hence, than to beg they woald 
reflcdt, how fhort-lived and precarious, how 
trifling and ridiculous, the Things often are on 
which they, in good Earneft, plume them- 
fclvcs : how few have ever been laftingly the 
happier for them even in this World, beyond 
which they cannot extend ; how many have 

F I Cof, viii, I, 2, 
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tccn betrayed to eternal as well as temporal 
Ruin by injudicious Fondnefe of excelling in 
them. So important is it to proportion our 
Affedtions duly : for Want of which. Multi- 
tudes are proud of their Vices, and glory in 
their Shame \ 

3. After this we muft proceed to examine, 
what Deduftions are to be made from the 
Value of our Accomplifliments and Advant- 
ages, on Account of our Deficiencies and Dif- 
advantages. For till we have balanced the 
one againft the other, we can no more judge 
of our own Merit, than we can of our Wealth, 
by calling up the Sums, which are in our Pof- 
feffion, or due to us, without ftating what we 
owe. One immoral, mean or difagreeable 
Quality may obfcure theLuftre of many Virtues 
and Ornaments. Nay, fome Faults may give 
fo unhappy a Turn to Diipofitions very laudable 
in themfelves, as to make them do Harm, 
inftead of Good : and much more then may 
thofe which are of a Nature indifferent, or 
valuable only in a lower Degree, be fo per- 
verted. Unlcfs therefore we fearch into this 
Matter, we (hall in EfFedt know nothing of 
©urfelvcs. And as it is yet more mortifying 

9 PhiL iii. 19. 

to 
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to acknowledge Things which make againi^ 
ns, than to quit our Pretenfions to thofe ' 
which make for us ; without the utmoft Care, 
wc (hall certainly decide partially in our own 
Favour on the prefent Head. But 

4. Suppofing that Danger avoided, a further 
Dire(^on, equally needful, is, to be cautious 
in comparing ourfelves with others. This wc 
^e commonly in fo much hafte to do, that it 
plainly (hews, which of the Scales we defign 
beforehand fhall preponderate. Now judging 
too harfhly of others, both injures Them, and 
may greatly mifleadUs: judging at all of them 
is but feldom needful: and ufually judging right ^ 
is very difficult. Their Circumftances and Cha- 
raSers are often unknown, often purpofely 
mifreprefented. Modeft fecret Merit is fre-^ 
quently the greateft: and Qualifications, not 
fp (hining as ours, may be more beneficial^ 
They, who have confiderable Defeifis, which 
we have not, may be free from as confidera- 
ble ones, which we have; or be indued with 
Virtues, which may amply compenfate for 
them. If we refolve to compare, we ought to 
make Allowance for every thing of this Kind 5 
and provided we make it duly, we may begin 
our Comparifons as foon as we pleafe> but 

fhall 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SERMON IV. 8i 

lliall perhaps have more Comfort in letting 
them alone. For if we begin^ we muft not 
think to flop at thofe Inftances, where we 
previoufly know the Refult will be fijch as we 
like. Moft Perfons may find fome, or many 
others, beneath them, in Birth, Fortune, In- 
fluence^ Agrecablenefs, Underftanding, Tem- 
per, Morals. But it would be generally full 
as eafy, if it were but near fo pleafing, to meet 
with many more, greatly above them in thefe 
Refpedlsi without feeking extreriaely far for it* 
Now> if we make the Comparifon only with 
fuch as we defpife; it is a poor Pre-eminence 
to be fuperior to the Defpicable. If only with 
fuch, as are juft about us ; we lie open to Su 
Paul's Reproof, of thofe, who meafuring them-' 
felves fy tbemfelves^ and comparing then[felves 
amongjl tbemfelves, are not wife\ And if we 
extend our Inquiry to a greater Diftance ; we 
may quickly difcovef Numbers, to whom wc 
(hall be tempted to look up with Envy ; and 
They to look down upon Us, if we are knowa 
to them, with Pity or Contempt. 

But, even on the Suppofition, that we could 
maintain a Rank, in our feveral Pretentions, 

Vol* VIL F amongft 
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.amongft the Forcmoft of Mankind; yet there 
remains, 

5. Another mod material Point to be con- 
fidered. What is Man? Still we (hould find 
ourfclves poor, heiplefs, frail, -fhort-Hvcd 
Wretches, liable every Moment to lofc every 
Thing that is valuable in us, and fufFer every 
Thing, that is dreadful to us. Still the Im- 
perfections, that we have in common with the 
Bafeft of our Kind, would make up a far 
greater Part of our Condition, than the Ad- 
vantages, that exalt us above them. And why 
is Earth. and j4fhes proud^? 

But if it be needful, to make us more fully 
fenfible of our" low Eftate, let us lift up our 
Thoughts to thofe numberlefs Hofts of celeftial 
Natures, whofe Perfedlions though finite, are 
yet beyond our Conception, much more our 
Attainment: and to whom probably the firil: 
of Men bears no greater a Proportion, than a 
creeping Worm to one of us. For indeed, 
if we do but refleft, how little wc are removed 
from the Brute Creation ; how like them we 
are in our Make, our Wants, our Paffions, our 
Follies : there will be Caufe to think, that wc 

• Eccla«. X. 9* ' 
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ftW the nicaneft of rational Ariimals^ barely 
deferving the Name: above whom there are 
Innumerable Orders and Worlds of Beings, 
each rifing beyond the other; and yet tht 
bighefi immenfely diftant from that One^ be^ 
fore whom they are all /e/s than Nothing and 
Vanity'. 

What then are we ? Were we underivedi 
Were we independent^ yet, our whole Race^ 
and the Whole Earth we tread on, is a Trifle 
in the Univerfei that makes no Figure in it, 
and wouM fcarce be miffed out of it. But in- 
deed the low Exiftence that we have, and the 
little Pre-eminences that belong to each of us 
in it, are not from ourfelves, but owing to the 
Bounty, and held by the Pleafure, of another* 
All our natural Powers and Accomplifliments 
are the Work of his forming Hand 1 all our 
outward Advantages arc a^ppointed by his Pro- 
tidence : all our Improvements in GoodnefS 
flow from his Grace. Who then bath made 
tbee to differ from another ; and what haji tbou^ 
ivhich thou didfi not receive ? Now if thou didji 
deceive it ; why doft thou glory, as if ihou hadfi 
n9t received it""? 

«Ifa*xl. iji « I C<>r. iv. 7* 

F a But 
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But a ftill more important Confidcration h^ 
that we have received whatever wc have, not 
as a Gift to be ufed in the Manner wc plcafe 5 
but as a Truft, to be employed for our own 
Advancement in Piety and Virtue, for the Be- 
nefit of our Fellow- Creatures, for the Honour 
of our Creator ; to whom wc muft (hortly 
render an Account of our Stewardfliip. The 
more hath been committed to us, the more wc 
have to anfwer for : and not one of us is able 
to anfwer otherwife, than that in a greater 
Degree or a lefs, (God grant it be not a very 
great one!) we have negledled our Duty, com- 
mitted Sins, and abufed every Talent put into 
our Hands. 

If then we will tifink of ourf elves fokerly$ 
and as we ought to thinks we have abundant 
Caufe to think with the utmoft Self-Abafe- 
ment: inftead of unprofitable and milleading 
Comparifon^ one with another, each to com- 
pare our own Hearts and Lives with God's 
holy Laws : and being thence made fenfible, 
howmuch we need his Mercy, fubmiflively to 
apply for it, in the Method whi^h he hath 
prcfcribed, through the Merits of our bleffed 
Redeemer : taki?2g His Toke upon usy and learn- 
ing 
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ing of Him ta be meekj and lowly in Heart ; for 
jo Jhall nve find Refi unto our Souls ^: being all 
fubjeSl one to another ^ and clothed with Humi^ 
litjyfor God refifteth the Proud, but givetb 
Grace to the Humble^. 

^ Malth. XI. 29. « I Pet, V. 5. 
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Rom. xii. 3* 

For I Jay 9 through the Grace given unto me^ 
to en)ery Man that is among you^ not to think 
of himfelf more highly than he ought to think \ 
but to think foberly, according as God bath 
dealt to every Man the Meafure of Faith. 

EACH of the Virtues, which God re- 
quires us to pra6tife, may be confider- 
ed, either as being feated in our Hearts, or ex- 
erted in our Behaviour* That which the Text 
enjoins, taken in the firft of thefe Views, con- 
fifts in forming a right Judgement of our own ^ 
Qualifications, Rank and Circumftances. If any 
one hath already no more than a juft Opinion of 
thefe^ he hath no Need to lower it. But be- 
caufe we almoft univerfally conceive too high 
Notions of ourfelve^ ; condefcending to enter- 
tain and adl upon true and reafonable ones, 

F 4 hath 
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hath acquired the Name of Humility or Low^ 
linefs, And our Obligation to be humble ia 
Heart, comprehends the following Particulars ; 
That we never imagine Qurfelves to have any 
Pre-eminences or Accomplifliments, that we 
have not ; nor efteem fuch as we nave, beyond 
their undoubted Value : that we attend to our 
own Faults and Deficiences, no lefs than the 
Things in which we excel : that we be T\ot 
fond of comparing ourf?lves with others ^ and 
that, if ever we do make fuch Comparifons, 
we make them fairly, and with proper Diffi- 
dence; and extend them jto the Perfons by 
whom, and the Gafes in which, we are likelieft 
to be outdone :' that we often call tp piind thq 
Meanijefs, the Frailties, th^ Ipfirmitie^s, theUn-r 
certainties of our mortal State; the immenfe 
I\[umber§ of known, and probably of unknown. 
Orders of ^eings, adorned with Glories, though 
finite, yet far beyond human Conception ; and 
the abfolutely boundlefs Perfections of our and 
their Creator; to whofe voluntary Gift what 
pny of us enjoys abpve another, is owing : who 
can deprive us the Moment he pje^fes, pf our 
moft favourite Advantages ; and will demand 
from us one Day a ferious Account of the Ufe 
. tha^ we have made of them : which the heft 

pf 
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of us all mufi: be fenlibley and fi^w of us» if 
any, are fenfible enough, hath in maoy Re* 
fpedts been a wrong and bad one. 

This then is the firft Part of Humility 1 
bringing down to real Truth the exaJted Ima- 
ginationsi that are flrangely apt to get Podef- 
(ion of uSt The remaining one, after thinking 
reafonably and modeftly, is acting fo^ ' But ia 
Order to this, two previous Rules muft be 
obferved. ... 

I. The firfl is, to keep always in otirMIods 
the right Eftimation, which we are now fupi* 
pofed to have formed of ourfelves ; and efpe«> 
daily to remember the mortifying Parts of it ; 
for the others we feldom forget. Some Per- 
fons indeed are addidted, above all at fome 
Times, to look only on the dark Side of 
Things: and they fliould be dire<fled with 
Prudence to dwell proportionably on the more 
cheering Views. But the fole Caution, which 
the Generality need, is to moderate their Fond^ 
nefs for the pleafing Employment of contem^ 
plating the advantageous Part of their own 
Charadlcrs or Circumftances. And every one, 
the greater fiiafs he perceives in himfelf that 
yf^y^ for he may foon perceive it if he wilU 

ihQuld 
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fliould apply the greater Watchfulnefs to cor- 
tta it. 

2. The fccond Rule is, that, be our Rank 
amongft our Fellow-Creatures, ia any refpect, 
as low as it will, we mud accommodate our 
Mitids to it^ and never indulge any fraudulent 
iVffedations of feeming fuperior to what wc 
4ird. All Perfons indeed, not only ihould im^ 
prove themselves, but may alfo mend their 
Situation, by every lawful Method they can. 
And fo far as mere Silence in the mean Time 
.is a Concealment, it is a very innocent one. 
But ;to talk or behave unfuitably to our Con* 
diition, in order to make a better Figure than 
we have, a Right to make, is by no means al- 
lowable : nor even to be inwardly difturbed at 
its being fuch as we find it* Our prefent Sta- 
tion is what the Providence of God iiath for 
Jthe prefent placed us in : and who are we, to 
hy or think it is beneath us ?. We are not to 
<diuiQ the Part that we fhall have to ^£t on the 
^tage of Life: and if we are wife, we fliall 
be glad that we are not. Well may it fuffice, 
if, whatever is affigned us, we ad it properly. 
Doing this with Cheerfulnefs, wc £hall be ac^ 
fi^l^U tQ Godt and approved of Men\ whereas 

* * ' • R0J9. xiv. i8, 
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he, who laliours to procare Honour by cheats 
ing the World with falfe Appearances, wi|l b« 
alwayfi unt^Cy in himfelf, ind foon dete^d 
and defpifed by other Men. So that imiced 
to live in ^ Lie is no niore prudent, than 
Jawful. ^ - . 

Refolviftg therefore to preferve conftantly ih 
our Thoughts whit we really are, and be con** 
tented not to pafs for more; let us ex^uniae, 
what Behaviour muft appear to us, in fuck -^ 
State oiF Mind, rationally humble 5 firft to- 
wards our Superiors, then our Equals, and - 
Jaftly our Inferiors, 

I. To ouf Superiors in any kind, evidently 
we ought to pay, readily and freely, all that ' 
Submiffion, which is their Due-j and if we per*- 
feive within, a Reluftance Ca acknowledge their 
Superiority, or an Eagernefs to 4ifpute the de- 
gree of it, we ^ould mark that for a furtf In* 
dication and bad Symptom of Pride, 

One Sort qf Pride there isi almc^ too fhock-? 
iog to mention, of vvhich yet the human Heart 
is frequently guilty ; Pride againft God* This 
we ihew in a dn^ful Manner, when we can 
hardly condefcend to humble ourfelves before 
him, and wor&ip him ; or £bem afhamed of 
\h? If ornate that we pay him : when we take 
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4ipoA us to chuic, which of his Laws wc will 
iobcy, and which not: when We vainly pry 
into the Secrets, J that He hath hidden; or pre- 
£mnc.:to defpife, either the Plainnefs, or the 
' JVIyfterioufnefs, of what . He h^th revealed : 
when we venture to commit Sins, in.Confi- 
jeteoce that our imagined Virtuc^S: wilt compen- 
iate fc^ then>; or treat the Gofpei-Terms of 
F<P);givenefs, through the Merits of a crucified 
iBai^ipurj as too degrading : wheft, we &lcjribe 
xp^ourftlves the good Adioqf, ^yhich He en- 
jibles us to do^ of the Profpgrity, which He 
grants us to enjoy; or at any time ^exprefs or 
conceive Indignation ; at his Difpofal of the 
Affairs of his own World. A^ the Humility* 
which we owe to our Maker, is beyond Com- 
parifon the deepeft : fo muft a Failure in it be 
-unfpsakably the.moft criminal^ Therefore let 
us- watch over owrfelves in this Article with 
the utmoft Care. ; . ; 

And, in the next Places as. to our earthly 
-Superiors : whatever Perfons have Authority 
over us, more or lefs, let us willingly pay 
them the Obedience and the Refpeft, which 
belongs to their Station; accepting with all 
Thankfulnefs the. Benefits, that. we receive 
from their Superintendence ; and making fuch 
2 equitable 
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equitat;>]e Allowances for their Miftakes and 
Frailties, as we, in the fame Circumftances, 
might perhaps have much greater Need of, 
than jve can eafily imagine : not exercifing our^ 
felves in Matters^ that are too high for us^i 
nor fancying, that evqry one is qualified and 
fituated to judge of every Thing, Whatever 
Perfons are in Rank above us, though without 
Authority, let us give them all fuch Demon- 
ftrations of honourable Regard, as may prove 
our Acquiefcence in the Diftributions of a 
wife, though unfearchablc Providence, as may 
ftrengthen the Subordinations, which are necef* 
fary in Society ; and procure us, a Return of 
Good-will and Efteem. Thofe who have 
either naturally, better Underftandings, or a 
larger Share of acquired Knowledge ; let us payj^ 
not an unlimited, but a reafonable Deference to 
their Judgements, and take Pleafure in learning 
from them. Thofe who are noted for Piety 
atid Virtue; let us reverence and love them, 
and make thena our Patterns. In a Wprd : 
whoever hath any Pre-eminence of any Sort, 
our Duty is, on all fit Occafions to own it, 
both in Word and Deed : not with artful Con- 
trivances to depreciate what we profefs to re- 

*» PC cxxxi. 2, 
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cognize ; but with fuch Fairnefs and Simpli-* 
city, as we (hould expcft ourfeI?es« 

II. Towards our equals, Humility of Be-* 
haviour confifts in (hewing, that we are fatis-^ 
fied to live with them on equal Terms ; Seing 
kindfy affeBioned to them 'with brother^ Lrnei 
and in Honour preferring them^, as the Apoftle 
exhorts, a few Verfcs after the Text : not de- 
manding the Refpeft, that we diflike to pay 
agairt ; but fetting the Example of courteous 
and obliging Demeanour: not infifting, that 
our Humour or Intereft ihould be more regard^ 
ed, than that of others, who have as good 
Pretenfions j but fubmitting, for the Sake of 
Peace, to whatever, with tolerable Conveni-' 
ence and Propriety, we can : not feeking to 
cngrofs^ and confine to ourfelves, the Efteeita^ 
the Friend(hip> the good OfiiGes of every one i 
hot complaimng, whemjvcr anotlwr is preferred 
tp us, though by one who hath full kighK to 
do as he pleafes i nor, even if the Preferenca 
be unjuft, refenting it, as a more heinous 
Griiane for otxv beifig the Sufferers^ than if if 
were a di^rent Peribn ^ but bear^g with tbei 
Faults of our Pellbw^Creatures^ as we hope to 
have them^ beav with otirs< All thefc Thiog» 

< Rom« xii. io« 
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ate fo plainly equitable, that perhaps we can 
icarcdy believe, that we ever fail to obferve 
them. There can be no Harm however ki a 
little Self-Infpedion upon the SubjeA. If it 
confirm our good Opinion of our own Condtrdl, 
it will give us great Delight : if not, it may 
do us great Service, by leading us to Amend-- 
ment. 

III. Hunulity of Behaviour towards our 
Inferiors, on which I fhall chiefly enlarge, mtift 
be differently exprefled in different Gafes. For 
feme Kinds cf Superiority ought not to be con- 
cealed, but fapported and exerted. Parents, 
M^ers, Magiilrates, Rulers and Officers of 
aH Kinds, would offend againfl their Duty, 
were they to make their Authority iofignifi- 
cant, by too large or un&afbnable Condefcen-* 
fifitis. Their Humility therefore coniifls in 
aftiog as Perfons, intrufled with Power, not 
for their own Sake, b»t that of others : in af* 
fuming no greater Dignity, than is manifeflly 
reqiiifite for good Ends : in joining with it 
always Humanity and Affability, and contini^ 
ing^ in the Midft of it, to know themfelv^ : 
in procuring diligently, andhearii^ impartially,, 
tnie Information and faithful Advice: being 
reafonable in their Commands and Expefta- 
2 tions. 
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tions, moderate in the Burthens they irapofe^ 
merciful in the Punifliments they inflidci and 
in watching over all committed to their Care^ 

^ as they that tnuji give Account ; that they may 
do it with Joy^ and not with Grief ^. 

Buty where Pre-eminence carries no Au- 
thority along with it, an humble Mind will 
Ire very backward to claim it; for feldora any 
defirable Effedts will follow, and often many 
bad ones* It may not only give needlefs Pain 
to others, which ought never to be done, but 
incite them to Envy and Ill-will, produce Con- 
tentions and Injuries* Moft Perfons are un- 
cafy at feeing themfelves in a.Statc of Inferiority J 
and therefore both Good-nature and Prudence 
forbid us to remind them of it without Neccf- 
fity. If we are acknowledged to be Superiors^ 
Humility, affifted by a little Difcretlon, . will 
contribute much to perpetuate the Acknow- 
ledgement* And if the Cafe be doubtful, 
Haughtinefs is by no Means the Way to pro- 
cure a Determination in our Favour. People 
are jaot willing to let that be extorted from 

' them by overbearing Violence, which, if left 
to themfelves, they would have granted with 
Pleafure, and invited us to accept, as an equi- 

* Hcb. xiii. 17, 

table 
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fable Tribute. TInding any one take lipon 
himi without a Call to do fo, alarms every one J 
they know not, hoW far the Matter will btf 
tarried ; put theiiifelves oh their Guards arid 
fet up Pretenfions in Oppofition. And, if the 
Queftion conrtfes once to be tried by popular 
Opinion, the Wdrldi we know^ is exceedingly 
apt to judge wrongs efpecially when provoked 
to it. And ifi after dl, the Poirit fliDuld be 
giveii agiinft us ; what a fuperfluous Difgrace 
(hall we have brbilght down upon our own 
Heads, by indulging a Spirit^ the moft incapa-^- 
ble of bearing Difgrace that can be ! Solomon\ 
Counfd therefore ife full of Wifdom. Go ndt 
forth ha/lily to Jlriv^^ left thoU know not what 
to Jo in the End t hereof i when thy Neighbour 
hath pat thee to Shame •. But indeed Succeft, 
in a Competition of this Nature^ may be aU 
together as hurtful, as Difappointment : by 
infpiring Meri with a Vanity^ which may prove 
the Parent of many Sin6 and Follies i may ex- 
pofe them to much Ridicule^ and bring thcrti 
alfo into more ferious Inconveniences. 

Nor muft we avoid only fuch open and gi*oft 
Claims to Superiority^ but the indirect brte of 
ati affuoung Air and Manner: which foma 
« Ptov. XXV. 8. 

Vox.. VII. O have^ 
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have^ to fo ftrange a Degree^ that thejr tieu^r 
do iior fay aoy Thing> without intimatii^ their 
own Importance. Indeed oiir very Expreffionrs 
of Civility may have Infoknce mixed with 
them t for what iis it lefs, if inftead of treading 
thofe unaffe<5ted}y and frankly as oui; EqualSj, 
whom we oi^ht, whether abialutely fuph in 
all Refpeds or not ; we take Paiqs to %nify 
to them politely, that we have the Goodpef? 
to floop beneath our Rank, in order to put 
Qorfelve^ on a Level with therti ? Nay, were 
we in tK> Way to claim Regard from others^ 
but in the moft fubmiffive and infinua;ting Way 
to court it; yet fcarce any Thing is remoter 
from true Lowlinefs of Mind, than that Beha- 
viour, which mofl foUicitoufly diigui&s itfelf 
under the Appearance of it, and enables us tp 
climb by creeping. Or even f^ippofing neither 
Intereft nor Advancement to be our Point, but 
Applaufe only : ftill, both ading from a View 
to gain it, and taking too much Pleafure in fhp 
Confcioufnefs of having gained it, are Snares 
highly dangerous to Humility* And many 
a Man, of otherwife virtuous Difpofitions, hath 
by this one Weaknefs, of delighting in his 
own Praifes* been corrupted infenfibly within^ 

and 
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iftd brought to deferv? m extremely different 
Chara^er^ frotn that which he coveted* 

But to return. If concealing our Superiority 
toe for the moft part right i refenting a Delay, 
or even RdFufaU to acknowledge it> muft be 
exceedingly wrong. Other Perfons may very 
innocendy be ignorant of our Merit i may have 
BO Concera to inquire about itj may be no 
j^ges of.it; or may be, on the other Hand, 
better Judges than we i and perceive, that w^ 
pver-value ourfelvesi But fuppofe they miftake, 
or, y^ worfe, are unwilling to do tts Jufticei 
lire are all fo liable to the fame Failing, that 
we muft forgive it each other of Courfe, of 
there can be no longer any Peace upon Earth* 

But farther: As no Difpleafure (hould b« 
exprefled towards our Inferiors on fuch Occa^ 
fioQs, no Contempt ihould be expreiied to^ 
wards them on any Occafion* Thfc Diftance 
is not £b extremely great between the Higheft 
and Loweil q£ Men : befides that they, who 
are incon|iderable in one Refpeft, may deferve 
Ughly in anotherj perhaps more than He, who 
defpifes them» Indeed no one is truly defpi-*- 
c^ble, but for his wilful Follies and Sins : and . 
the Sight of thefe ought to give us Concern, 
inftcad of Triumph ; efpecially ^s yrp have all 

G a to<> 
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-too many of our own. But for the reft,, he 
the outward Circumftances of others ever ib 
mean, be the Defedts of their Perfons or Un- 
derftandings ever fo remarkable,^ the Dtfpofer 
of all Things might have placed us originally 
in a Condition full as wretched, and may evefn 
ftill reduce us to it. Therefore /aug6 no Man 
to /corn in the Biiternefs of bis Soui: for there 
is One, which humbleth and exalt eth\ Yet how 
needlefsly and wantonly do Perfofts often make 
their Inferiors, efpecially in Rank and Fortune, 
^ fufFer by their flighting and over-bearing Ufige 
of them, both in Words and Adlions \ For an 
infolent Word, or even a haughty Look, is 
enough to caufe bitter Afflidtion to bim, tliat 
knows he muft bear it, whether he deferves it 
or not. And when, to fpe^k in the Son of 
Sirach\ Language, TChe rich Man hath done 
JFrong, and yet be threat eneth withal -f when 
the Poor is wronged j and he mufi intreat Mlfo^i 
the more helplcfs the Condition is, the more 
feverely the Injury is felt. For People of the 
loweft Clafs have by Nature juft the fame Sen- 
fibility, that others have. And if others, would 
refleft, how painful the feeling of iiich ill Ufagc 
is, they would furely fcruple inftiding it o» 
f Ecdas. vii. II. : t Ecdus. xiii. ^^ 

^ their 
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th^ix Fallow-creatures ; as not qnly barbarous, 
but ungenerous : for all the good Ufes of Sub- 
ordination might be as welJ^ and much better, 
fepured by gentler Means. 

But Superiors too frequently confider thofe 
b?neath them, as worthy of no Attention ; 
and their moft ferious Concerns in Life, as 
Things to bp played with, and facrificed to 
every C^jprice. Now this is one of the moft. 
pernicious Kinds of Pride, Let any one think 
ever fo much too highly of himfelf s fo long 
as he keeps it to himfelf, or only gives out 
a few flight^r Intimations of it, though he is 
very blameable, yet he is tolerably harmlefs^ 
But there are many, who, crqfh their Inferiors 
under their Feet, without minding them: 
though perhaps, from Principle, fuch as it is, 
they would behave to ope of their Equajs in a 
^uitp different Manqert ?ut fo far ^11 Men 
are equal, that the meaneft Wretch on Earth 
hath the fame Right to live unmolefted and 
free fjrom Infult, as the greatcsfl Monarch, 
An4 the Elevation of one above others, far 
from authorizing him to trample upon themt 
ftriaiy binds him, to. {how Humanity, and 
affor^ Proteiftion, to all thofe, whonj Provi-* 

Q 3 ^pmcx 
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dfcnee, by putting them ttnder his Powcf^ 
hath intitled to his Patronage. 

This then is the Condudt, which Humility 
requires of Superiors. And to preferve it 
fteadily, they (hould call to Mind every Day, 
that the World was not made for Them alone, 
to gratify their Vanity or Love of Pleafure, to 
indulge their Humours, br purfue their Ad- 
Vantages, whatever becomes of the reft : but 
writh Intent that each of them (hould contribute 
faithfully in his Station, as well as others in, 
theirs, to the common Benefit of the Whole^ 
For God hath created all Men of the fame 
Nature and the fame Blood : and united them 
by ftrong inward Ties of Sympathy and mutual 
Tendernefs, which it is both impious and un- 
natural to break or loofen. tflhave 'Withheld^ 
faith Jo^t the Poor from bis Dejire^ or have 
caufed the Eyes of the Widow to faili if I did 
defpife the Caufe of my Man-Servant or my Maid* 
Servant^ when they cofit ended "With me: what 
thenJha/II do, when Qod rifeth up; and when 
he vjfitetb^ what Jhall I anfwer him ? J^id not 
He, that made me^ make him? and did not One 
fajhion us in the Womb ^ ? We, that ire fo 
fgnd of exalting ourfelves above thofc of our 
k Job xx». 13^;$. 

own 
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own Species, who are equal to us in moft 
Things; preferable, it may be, in many; and 
beneath us only in accidental Circumftances ; 
do we confider, before how awful a Superior 
we ftand all the time ? One that accepteth not 
the Perfi^n rf Princes^ fi$r regarietb the Rkb 
in9re than the Poor : for tbey are all the Work of 
Ms Hands *• But, happily for the Univerfe, his 
infinite Greatnefs is infeparably joined with 
infinite Mercy and Bounty: which blcfled 
Union is the very Ground of the Worfhip that 
we pay him, of the Honour and Love, that fills 
our Hearts at the Thought of him. And what 
is it then, that deferves Love and Honour 
amongft Men ? Surely to imitate diis adorable 
Goodnefs of Him, who is high ahove all Na- 
tions 9 and his Glory aiove the Heavens : who 
yet humhleth bimjelf to behold the Things^ that 
ere in Hean^en ^nd Earth *. For though the 
Lord be bigb^ yet hath he ReJ^eSi unto the 
Lowly: but as for the Proudi he beholdeth them 
afar off \ 

Let us therefore dcjight in (hewing ourfclves, 
by all fit Proofs of condefcending Benevolence, 
<he true Children of our heavenly Father, and 
the true Difciples of our gracious Redeemer s 

^ Job xxxiv. 19. ^ ?(. cxiii. 4. 6. » Pf. cxxxviii, 6. 
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whp h^th made us all Meiqbers pf onCi that is^ ^ 
hjs own. Body : and whpfe Rule it is, Whofq-^ 
ever will be great among yo¥> let him be your 
Minifter*, arfd whofoever will be chief among you^ 
let him be your Servant: even as the Son of Man 
came^ not to be minijiered untOt but to minifler^ . 
and to give his Ijife a Ranfomfor many \ . The 
fame Leflbn, of npt difdaining the very meaneft 
Offices of Kindnefs, ope to another, when 
Odcafion requires them, he taught his ApqftleSj^ 
and through them all his Followers, in a Man- 
ner fo unfpeakably engaging, juft before his 
Disath, as one of the farewell Demonftration^ 
qf his tender AiFeSion to them ; (for fo the 
Evangelift puts it;) conveying his Meaning the 
more expreffiyely, a? the Eaftern Cuftom was» 
by ^n outward Adion, pecnli^rly fitted to ex- 
empHfy it: that I fhall read you almoft the 
whole Paffage, as the beft Coqclufion, tha^ 
can be rnade to a Difcourfe on the pr^fcjnt Sub- 

' Now before the Feajl of the Pajfovgr^ when 
Jefus knew, that bis IJciur was qm^% that he 
Jhould depart out of this World unto, tbeFatber:. 
baipijfg tove4 his own, which were in the Worlds 
f)( loved them unto the End. And Supper, being 
n Mat^. X3f. afil, 27, 28. 

4 ^ ended^ 
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fnded^ he Iai4 afide bis Garments^ and took 4 
^owel and girded bimfelf^ After tbat^ he 
poureth Water into a Bafon^ and began to wajb 
the Difciples Feet 9 and to wipe them with the 
^owel^ wbefeipitb be was girded. And after be 
bad taken his Garments^ (ind was fat down 
again t hefaiduntotbemt Know ye ^ what I have 
^one unto you ? Te call mf ^afler andLord, and 
ye fay well: forfo I am. If I fb^n, your Lord 
and Mafteir^ have wafhed your Feet 9 Te ought 
qlfo to wajh one <inotherU Feet : for J have 
given you an Example, that ye fhpuld do, as % 
have done unto you. Verily, verily, I fey unta 
you, the Servant is not greater than his LorJf 
neither Ife that isfent, greater than He thatfent 
him. If ye know thefe Xbings, happy areye^ if 
y^Qtbm\ 
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So teach us to number our Days^ that we may 
apply our Hearts unto Wifdom. 

THERE are not many Subjcdfirecoift- 
mended fo often from the Pulpit to 
^our ferious Confideration, as the Shortnefs 
and Uncertainty of human Life : indeed ther« 
arc very few, that deferve it fo well. For 
our Buiinefs is, not to entertain the Curiqfity 
of our Hearers with learned Difcovcries, re-» 
fined Speculations, or ^ncommon Remarks i 
but to remind them continually of fuch Truths, 
as are moft ufeful to dire<a their Pradice by 
mending their Hearts. And how impoflible 
foever it may appear, that any one {hould bft 
ignorant pf foroc of them, yet if Men wiU 

forget 
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forget or negled them, and live as if they 
knew them not, they muft be ftill repeated 
and inculcated. The Wifdom of our gracious 
Maker Ijath provided^ that the greateft Part, 
not only of our Duties, but of the Motives to 
perform them, fhall naturally and frequently 
fuggeft themfelves to our Minds, And amongft 
the latter, one fhould think there was none 
more obvious, more unavoidable, than thq 
Confiderationof our own Mortality. But as 
thofe Objeds which' are continually prefent 
to our Senfes, are apt for that Reafon fcarccly 
to afFedt us more, than if they were abfent: 
fo this Truth, being familiarized to us by daily 
Examples, about which we are indiifercnt^i^ 
m^kes almofl a^ little Impre^ion upon us, as 
if the Cafe were otherwife. It is afad^ whiclj. 
we have no Doubt of, and no Pleafure in ; wf 
therefgre turi) opr Thoughts to fomewhat el£b 
with futh unhappy Suceefs^ that, though the 
Confequences of it are the moft interefting tq 
VIS all, that poflibly c^n be. Multitudes of u$ 
Jive, as if we neither believed nor fufpede4 
any Thing of the Matter, When in4?ed th^ 
Voice of Exhortation, or the unexpedle4 
Deceafe of a Friend or Acquaintance^^ forces u§ 
ta »ttcnd| y(c ?^pknowlcdge for tha.^ A^oi^ientj 
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. arid perhaps with fome Concern, that we rftruft 
exped: to die foon : but quickly proceed agatin 
to aft, as if we hoped to live for ever. And 
therefore it was a wife Prayer of Mofesy that 
. God would condefcend to help our Infirmitj 
in this important Point. So teach us to number 
our Days J that "We may apply our Hearts, t9 
Wifdom. Or, as the Words may be tranflatet)^ 
without any material Change in , the Sehfe : 
^eacb us to number our Days thus\ to coujjt 
them, a^ the preceding Part of the Pfalm had 
done, like the Sleep of a Night, like the Grafst 
nvhich in the Morning Jlourijhetby but by the 
Evening is cut down and withered: or again* 
Vteach us to number our Days aright \ and we 
will bringj \!ci^l is, in order to learn,. or, wt 
jhall acquire y an Heart of Wifdom. 

The Expreffion of numbering our Days car- 
ries in it att" Implication, that they are not 
many. For in jScripture, as being without Num'^ 
her denotes a large Multitude*, fo the contrary 
Phrafe hath of courfe the contrary Significa- 
tion. Thus, v^hen Mofes mentions the Conti- 
nuance of the Cloud only a it.^ Days upon the 
Tabernacle, it is in the Hebrew, Days ofNum-- 

' 'Gen. xli. 49. Numb, xxiii. 10. Judges vi. 5. vii. r2. i Eiogs 
ui. S. Job V. 9. ix. 10. xxxiv# 24. Eccl. i. 15, 
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lerK Whca he threatens, TAc hfiri Jhall fcat^ 
teryou atmngfl the NatJons, andy€ Jh^l ke left 
few in Number^ it is again, only Mm ^Num^ 
ifr\ And when Be/Jhazzar iB told^ that God 
iatb numbered bis Kingdom^ the Mc»l)^ing is, 
that its CcyQclufion was near ^ Hand* Y^i 
we canabt &y, that I^ife k too flior^ for us to 
enjoy the pcoper Happinels of i^. For in ow 
prcfi»it hlUvk Condition, all Things confidei«d# 
we hav^ much Reaibn to be Goatentedj najr 
thwkful, that the Duratton of Man upon Earth 
is no longer ; and (hoxiid hwfi GjMciei^ Cauie 
to be weaiy of it, if it were. For Xurely thn^^ 
feore Tears, and ten is full Space enough to bp 
fipedators of, and Sharers in, the FolUes, the 
•Sinsi^ the Suflferings, of Juch a Wpr)d as this. 
And both they who ^rejb^rong, tb^t they come 
tofourfc<ire Tears, experience a peculiar Degree 
of Labour and Sorrow'': and th<7 that, ^tef 
walking with God, are taken by bim^ ever fp 
early, ought to be cooiy ered as tgkev away iqt 
Mstcyfrom Evil^ of one Kind or another. Nor 
is Life too (hort for the Bufioefs we have to 
do in it. Fgr God requires, in thi^ and al} 
Kefpedite, only in Proportion to what he give^. 

*.N¥in,b^ vc, .«Q. c Dc^t. iy, 27. * Pan. r, 2^. 

• Pf, xc. 10. ' Gen. V. a^. c If. l^iLj. 
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And we (hould every one of us cafily do th« 
whole that is needful here, would we but re- 
fledt wli^t It k^ aad fet about it iofarneftj; 
which they that will not, whcii .the Hours 
allotted them ux^ Co few, would be Ids likely 
iliU, if they had ipere to ttiile away. But 
there yet remains a Seafe^ in which we all 
feel and own the Shortnefs of Lifcu when it 
is too late^ if not before : that is« we Bnd ix 
wafte much quicker, than we tms^ined : not 
only becaufe we i(:ldom attain to live near fp 
many Years as we flatter xmrfelves; but be« 
caufe the utmoft Extent to which we can live^ 
doth not allow fudhi a Multitude of Things to . 
be done in it, as fome fancy and imprudently 
attempt, nor afford Room for iuoh Wafte and 
Negligence, or fuch a Series of Errors and 
wrong Steps, as others adventure upon. And 
this being fo evident and interefting a Truth<s 
the ferioys and frequent Coniideration of what 
it forbids, and what it calls for, mufl: power- 
fully contribute to produce both a Temper and 
a Condudt of true Wifdom. 

But to this end, we fhould place before our 
Eyes two diflindt Views of our Exiftencc here : 
as it regards the prefent World, and as it is alfo 
a State of Preparation for a future. At prefent 

5 I 
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1 fhall dwell chiefly on the former Vife\fr f 
^hich, though it be i very confined and im-i 
j)erfe<a one, yet was 6f fo great Ufe to the Good 
ind Virtuous under the Old I'eftament, wheii 
the World to come was lefs clearly revealed^ 
that if ought not* td be flighted now. ' And it 
yifibly hath this Ativan tage, that whatever is 
rightly iriferred from it, mufl: be univerfally 
confeflTed: becaufe, let Men bring themfclvei 
to thank ever fo little, or doubt evejf fo much; 
tonceming the next Life, they cannot doubts 
but that which now is, will fooh, and they 
know not hdW foOri, come to its Conclufioni 
from which Truth alone, if they refledt on it 
duly, they will not fail to learn important Lef^ 
fons of moral, and even pious, (which will thus 
appear to be wife,) Behaviour, ^s of fAe green 
'Leaves on a thkk Tree^ faith the Son of Sirach^ 
Ifomefiilt andfotne gro'n&y Jb is the Generation of 
Plejh and Blood: One Cometh to an end, and 
another is born. E^efy tf^ofk rofteth and con^ 
Jumeth ' atvuyj and the Worker thereof Jhall go 
withal. Blejfed is the Man that doth meditate 
good T^hings in Wifdom, and that reafoneth of 
holy Things by his TJnderJlahding^ . 



> Eccliis. xiv. 18, 19, «d. 
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ti Firft then, as all Virtues in general, both 
t>y their own preper Influence^ and the Blefling 
of Godi which Reafon leads us to expedt, and 
Scripture exprefly aflures us of, conduce to 
prolong our DaySi^ the Confideration of their 
natural Brevity mjiy well direfl: us to a virtuous 
Condud: particularly to Sobriety, Temperance^ 
and Chaflity^ to a prudent Moderation of An-«. 
ger ; atid to whatever Duties have efpeeially 
the Promiie or theProfpedt of long Life an-^ 
nexed to them. . For nothing can bfe more ab^ 
furd, than to contrad into a yet narrower Com-s 
pafs what is fo far from needing it: unlefs it be^ 
Complaining againfl: Providence^ that human 
Lifq is of fo fmall .Continuance,- when ours 
might be of mUch greater, if we would : nay^ 
when perl^apsi at the very Moment of our 
Corliplainti wci ^Jte taking all the Pains we cart 
not to live out 6n^ half of the few Days, tha^ 
are appointed to Man upon Earth ; and,' irt 
thofe we do live/ to make ourfclves miferable 
and fit for nothings baftening Old- Age before 
its Seafon, and loading it with Difeafes^- by arf 
idle, luxurious and libertine yo^th; 

2. Since we have but a fmall Time fo fta/ 
here/ it is out Wifdom to make it as ettfy an(i 
agreeable to^ouffelvcs and all with( whom wd 

Vql, VII. H . havrf 
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have any Intcrcourfe, as wc are able : and to 
imitate Perfons of Prudence, who occafiohally 
go Journies together : bearing with each others 
Temper and Behaviour^ giving mutual Com- 
fort and Affiftancc under the Misfortunes and 
Inconveniences of the Way, and continually 
endeavouring to preferve or reftore the good 
Humouf and Cheerfulnefe of the Company^r 
By this Method, we might live much more 
in a few Years, that i9, have a greater Feeling 
q{ the Bleilings of Life, than by being reci^ 
procally troublefbme and vexatio««y W€ can i» 
ever fo many. And furely it is- very ftrange^ 
^at having fo firanty a Share of Being allotted 
.us here, and this expofed by Nature to fuch 
Multitudes of unavoidable Troubles and SuiFer- 
kygSr we fhould contrive to pour additional Bit- 
ternefs into our common Cup, by needlefs luf^ 
juries and Provocations. At beft we have nO' 
Happinefe to fpare: and therefore fhould rather 
ftudy to inereafe our Portion,, by Friendlinefo 
and kind Offices, which will of eourfe inviter 
a Return of them, than leflen it by Selfifli- 
nefs, Haughtinefs, Refentment, Perverfcnefsy 
il»feafonable Intermeddling; Qualities, moft of 
^em oneafy in themfelves, and all of them 
produ(^ve of numberlefs Uneaiinefies with 

every 
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tvery body around nj. Or how little, focveir 
we may regard our own Tranquillity, or how 
Well focver we may hope to maintain it, in 
the midft of Difputes and Contentions : yetj 
as moil Perfons are differently afFedlcd by fuch 
Things, furely <he Condition of Humanity in 
general ought to move Compaflion^-in us, and 
we (hould permit the little, which our poor 
Fellow-Creatures enjoy of Good, to be enjoy-* 
ed, while it lafts, in Peace. We might image 
to ourfelves, methinks, thofe who fuffer by us, 
complaining and pleading, in Language like 
that of yoi: Man^ that is born of a Woman ^ is 
of few jyays and full of Trouble. He comet h 
forth like a Flower^ and is cut down : he fieefb 
alfo as a Shadow ^ and continue th not. And dojl 
thou open thine Eyes upon fuch an one, and 

bringeji me into Judgement with thee f See-^ 

ing his Days are determined bis Bounds ap- 

pointed, that he cannot pafs \ turn from him, 
that he may rejl, till hejhall accamplijb, as an 
hireling, his Day *. Are not my Days few f 
Ceafe then, and let ^me alone, that I may take 
Comfort a little, before I go whence IJhall not 
return, even to ^the Land of Darknefs, and the 
Shadow of Death | . 

• Job xiv. 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, % Job X. 20, 21. 
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^ 3. The Shortn'efs of Life fhduld teach us 
to be fpeedy and diligent in doing all fuch 
ThingSj as \ye ought to do. What thefe arc 
indeed, it doth not alone fufficiently fhew. But 
they are moft of them fo plain, and the reft 
fo conftantly taught us, that almoft every one 
defigns to pradife them fooner or later, and 
become extremely good before he dies. But 
then they perpetually defer and poftpone the 
Time of beginning this Reformation, on fri- 
volous Pretences; and never confider to any 
EfFedl, how their Life is paffing aw^ay, and 
gliding from under them^ in a Courfe of Ac^ 
tions^ which they own is faulty, and will at 
laft lament in vaia. They think, they may 
throw away a great Deal of it> and have jflenty 
left, to adl as they judge proper afterwards. 
Now were it to laft ever fo long, yet fpending 
any Part of it amifs, either wilfully or thought- 
lefsly, would be very unwife. But confider- 
ing how fliort both others, and we ourfelves, 
as far as ouf Experience reaches, have always 
found it; to fquander what with our beft Ma* 
nagenient is but enough, and what poffibly 
may not hold out another Day, is Folly beyond 
Expreffion. Therefore the Son of Sir acJb, conT- 
cerning one Part of our Duty, A<Ss of Kindnefs, 
I advifcs 
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advifes thus' : Remember^ that Death will not he 
long in coming: and that the Covenant of the 
Grave is not Jhewed itnto thee. Do good unto 
thy Friend before thou die, and according to thy 
Ability Jiretch out thy Handj and give him. But < 
long before that, Solomon had eftablifhed the 
fame Rule, on the fame Foundation, concern- 
ing all other Parts : Whatfoever thy Handfindetb 
to do J do it with thy Might: for there is no Work$ 
tor Device t nor Knowledge^ nor Wifdom in the 
Grave y whither thou goeji ** If then we. arc 
guilty of any Sin, or liable to any fmallcr 
Blemifh, let us inftantly amend, left we ftiould 
never have an Opportunity : or at beft (hould 
leave a Doubt, whether we forfook our Faults^ 
or they forfook us. If there be any valuable 
Quality, that we want, and fliould reckon our- 
felves happy in the PofTeffion of; let us ac- 
quire it as foon as poflible, and have theiongeft 
Enjoyment of it, that we are able. Whatever 
we fee would be right and fit for us to do, 
whatever we fhould be unwilling to go out of 
the World and lea^e undone, let us take the 
only Way to make furc of doing, by doing 
it without Delay. Every friendly Care, every 
^feful Labour ; every -Aft, by which we can 
^ tcclus, xiv, 12, 13. ^ Eccl. ix. 10. 
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either provide properly for thofc who Immedi^ 
ately belong to us, or benefit any other of our 
Fellow- Creatures, let us apply to it diredtly ; 
and work the Works of Him that fent us^ while 
it is Day : for the Night comet h^ when m Man 
.mn work ^ 

4 Another Point of Wifdom, which the 
Shortnefs and Precarioufnefs of our prefent 
State of Being (hould teach us, is to avoid long 
purfuits of worldly Profits or Pre-eminences \ 
"which probably either we fliall not have Tjimo 
to attain, or muft fbon quit. ^ Indeed, were 
the Extent of Man's Life ever fo great, it 
Would be but a poor Employment of it to fix 
our Hearts on gaining more Wealth, mord 
Power and Influence, or higher Rank, than 
would do us good ; to negled: worthier At-* 
tentionsj and difcjuiet ourfelvcs and our Neigh-' 
hours with thefe. But for a Creature, whofe 
Days^ awciy as a I)ream\when one awaketh "^ 
' to have an endlefs Train of felfifli Defigns, and 
Schemes laid up for many Years, when perhaps 
this Night his Soul xmy be required of him "" ^ is. 
monftroufjy unfuitable. Andyet^ I knqw not 
how it is, the nearer People are to their End, 
the more eager they commonly arc to get what{ 

) Joh» ix. 4. " Job XX. 8. Pf, Ixxiji, 2p. ■ J^ufee ^xii. fto. 

they, 
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they, of all the World, have the leaft Occafion 
for, and the leaft Excufe for being folicitous 
about; and inftead of that Eafevand Repofe^ 
which their Time of Day calls for, unnaturally 
force themfelves to Labour and Fatigue of 
Body and Mind, when they can ill fupport 
cither ; till, in the Midft of this prepofterous 
Vehemence and Buftle, they are fwcpt on a 
fudden into another State, with Heads and 
Hearts full of nothing but this. But though 
the Abfurdity of fuch immoderate Attachments 
is moft palpable, when Perfons are upon the 
Verge of Life; yet, in every Part of it, the 
Imprudence of forming diftant Expeftationg 
and Defigns, and having no reafonable Prof-^ 
ped: of their Accomplifhment, or at leaft of 
Benefit from them, is both very real and toa 
frequent. We have all a great deal to do in 
amending our Ways, and reflifying our Tem- 
pers, on which ourHappinefs even here depends, 
and we fcarce ever think of itc whereas we 
need but a very fmall Share of temporal Ad- 
vantages to carry us on comfortably to o\jr 
Journey's End, and yet we fet our Minds almoft 
wholly on increafing it; mjstny by Injuftice, 
others by hard-hearte4 Penurioufnefs, oir fin- 
fully anxious C^re; the foimer unmiladfttl of 

y 4 ^« 
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tHe Prophet's Warning, He that getteth 

Richest and not by Rights Jhall leave them^ 

perhaps in the Middle of his Days ; and, when^ 

pver he leaves them, at his End Jhall be a 

Fool"*: the latter, equally regardlefs of the 

Pfalmift's beautiful Reflexion : Behold thou 

bq/i made my Days as it were a Span long, and 

mine Age is even as nothing before thee : and 

verily every Man living is altogether Vanity. 

Man walketh in a vatn Shew, and difquieteth 

himfelf in vain: he heapeth up Riches t and 

cannot tell, who Jhall gather them '• Reafon- 

able Induflry, to procure what is requifite for 

us in oiir Station, and for thdfe ^yith whom 

we are intruded, far from being blameable, is 

a Duty. But, when they, who have no 

Families, are as earneft in hoarding, as if they 

had ever fo large ones, only to difpdfe of their 

Wealth they hardly know or qare to whom, and 

fometimes have not the Heart to difpafe of il 

at all: or when they,, who have YzmWit^, 

make it their Bufinefs to fcrape together for 

them what will probably do them no real 

Service, but only be a Temptation and a Snare 1 

to them J when they grudge to relieve the Ne- 

ceffitou? and Miferahle, can think of nothing 

, f Jer, xvii. 1 1, r fl xxxix. 5,6/ s i Tim. vi. 9. 

witl^ 
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with Pleafure, but accumulating flill more, 
and are unable to fay theniifelves, how much 
they would have : fuch a Temper and Beha-» 
viour is utterly unfit for fo (hort-lived and frail 
a Being as M^n. Having therefore Food and 
'Raymenty that is, a competent Provifion of 
Neceflaries for ourfelves and ours, let us be 
therjewith content : for we brought nothing into, 
this Worlds and it is certain we can carry 
nothing out \ 

5. A fifth Ufe of numbering our Days is, 

to check and compofe all ftrong Emotions of 

Mind about worldly Concerns : for in fo 

tranfitory a State there can be nothing to defervc 

them. Why (hould we be elated with Hope 

of future Good, when both our own Lives, 

and theirs on whom our Expectations may 

depend, are fubjed to fuch innumerable 

Chances ; and the higher we raife ourfelves in 

Imagination, the more afflicting will be our 

Fall ? Put not your Truji, faith the Pfalmift, 

in the Son of Man , in whom there is no Help. 

His Breath goeth forth ^ be returneth to his 

Earth : in that very Day his T^houghts perijh \ 

Ceafe ye from Man, faith the Prophet, whofe 

Breqth is in his Nojirils : for wherein is he to be 

' I Tim. Vi. a, ;• « Pf. cxlvi. 3, 4. 
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accounted of ' f Why again fhould we be dc-* 
jedted with Fear of future Evils, when a thou- 
land Accidents, which none of us can guefs at 
beforehand, may prevent their coming; or if 
they do come, our Head may be laid low 
enough before that Time, *nd far enough out 
of the Way tjf feeling them ; or even if they 
ihould light upon us, a (hort Life hath no 
Room in it for Ipng Sufferings ? If we are vifited 
with tormenting or wearifome Tyi{t%(ts^ the 
harder they prefs us, the more fpeedily for the 
moft Part they will work our Deliverance, and 
bring us to that Place, where there Jhall be m 
Sorrow nor Crying, neither Jhall there be any 
more Pain \ If we lofe our bell Friends, it 
was at moft but a very few Years that we could 
have enjoyed them. If we fuifer Vexations 
from our Enemies, Croffes in our AfFiirs, all 
will foon be over, and we (hall be fecurely 
fituated, where the Wicked ceafefrom troubling^ 
and where 'the Weary be at Reji '. If others 
obtain the Honours, the Profits, the Gratifica- 
tions, we wiihed for, there is little Caufe to 
rnvy them fo perilhable a Diftindion, If we 
obtain them ourfelves, there is as little Caufe 
jfor Exultation or Pride while we have thera^ 
« If. ii. 2Z* « Rev. xju, ^. « Jab iii. 17. 

or 
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or Indignation or Surprize, when he, who 
gave for a Time, takes away, or permits any 
one elfe to take away, what Death is hourly 
haftening towards us to carry off irrecoverably. 
The various Paffions belonging to our Nature 
wefe interwoven in it, to fet us on purfuing 
Good and avoiding Evil, where it would prove 
to any Purpofe; for which End a moderate 
Exercife of them ferves beft : and the Spirit of 
contented Refignation, (of which there is 
plainly a Principle in Man, if he would but 
ufe it,) was appointed for our Relief, and a 
great one we fhould find it, where we can 
relieve ourfelves no other Way. In fo uncertain 
a State, Vehemence of Temper is fure Mifery, 
and in Patience alone can we pojefs our Souls \ 
A quiet and meek Submiffion therefore to 
whatever may happen, without indulging 
Hope or Fear, Joy or Sorrow, Anger or Dif- 
fatisfadion, is evidently the Frame of Mind, 
which our Mortality requires. Or to exprefs 
it in the Words of St. Paul : Th's I fay^ 
Brethren^ the "Time isjhort. It remainetb that 
they that weep be as though they wept not ; and 
they that rejoice^ as though they rejoiced not i 
and they that buy^ as though they pojfejfed not ; 
y Lake xxi, 19* 

and 
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and they that ufe this Worlds as though they 
ufed it not :' for the Fajbion of this World faf-- 

fetb away *• 

It is true, calming our Agitations by the 
Profpeft of Death, may be thought by fomc to 
te curing a lefs Evil by introducing a greater, 
which is left without Cure^ But indeed view- 
ing it often and fteadily will diminifti its Ter- 
rors, (which unlcfs we look beyond it, are 
chiefly ' imaginary,) as it doth thofe of every 
thing elfe in this World. Viewing it as the 
Will of God, will oblige us in Duty to fubmit 
lo it contentedly, remembering them that have 
been bfore usj and that come after: for this is 
the Sentence of the Lard upon all FleJIj ; and 
why are we againfi the Pleafure of the^ Mo/l 
High • ? Then viewing it alfo as a Relief, 

' though not of the moil defirable itind, muft 
contribute to reconcile many to it fomething 
farther, and on the whole pretty well. For 
though bitter is .the Remembrance, of Death to 
a Man that liveth at Rejl, and hath Pro/perity in 
all things, yet jujlly acceptable is it to the Needy ^ 
and to him wbofe Strength faileth, and that is 
'vexed with all Things ^ Yet ftill, it muft be' 
owned, this Confolation is but a melancholy. 

« I Cor. vii. 29, 30, 31. » Ecclus, xli. 3, 4, > Ibid, vcr. i, 2. 
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one. And therefore, God be thanked* though 
Numbers of pious Men in ancient Days had 
probably no very clear Knowledge of any other, 
yet he hath enabled us, chiefly indeed by Re- 
velation, yet partly by Reafon itfelf, to fee 
diftinclly what they did not. And accordingly 
. I muft add, 

Sixthly, and laftly. That the moft impor- 
tant Leflbn, taught us by the Shortnefs and 
Uncertainty of our prefent Life, confidered in 
itfelf, is, that we may reafonably exped:, and 
fhould therefore continually look forward to 
another. The longeft Term at which we can 
arrive here, and the utmoft Ufe we can make 
of it, is fo very a Trifle and Nothing, com- 
pared with the Capacity for Improvement, 
both ihtelledual and moral, which we Expe- 
rience ourfelvcs to have; that, according to 
the moft probable Judgement we are capable 
of forming, there muft be fomewhat farther, 
and unfpeakably better, defigned and referved 
for us by our wife and bountiful Creator : 
fome other Scene of Exiftence opened, when 
this is clofed,' in which we fhall grow up to 
our Maturity; and manifeft and rejoice in thofe 
l^erfedtions of our Nature, which are bid and 
buried at prefent, in all to a grqat Degree, in 

fomc 
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fome almoft intirely. That a Being, qualii(ic(i 
for fo much, fhould have Space allowed it for 
fo Iktle, would appear an evident Impropriety 
and Difproportion : which cannot be juftly 
charged upon any Part of the Works of God. 
And the more we confider, what Numbers are 
cut off prematurely in their tender Youth, or 
juft when their Faculties are beginning to ripen; 
but efpecially, with what ftrange Inequality, 
and Unfuitablenefs to the Behaviour of Men, 
both Profperity and Adverfity are diftributed. 
amongft them by the confefledly unerring Hand 
of Providence; the ftronger the Argument 
grows, that this cannot be All : that the View 
of Life, which we have been taking hitherto^ 
is a poor and narrow one indeed : that another 
of infinitely greater Moment is to follow it, ia 
which every Thing wanting here fhall be fup- 
plied, and every Thing wrong fct right. But^ 
convincing and interefting as theie Dedudtions 
of Reafon are, nothing is able to bring Life 
and Immortality into full Lights much lefs to 
affure impenitent Sinners of everlafting Punifh- 
ment, and penitent Believers of eternal Re- 
wards, but the Gofpel of Jefus Chriji\ This 
therefore muft be always the principal Objedt 

« 2 Tim, i, 10. 
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of our Attention: and This, through God's 
Grace, to be obtained by its Means, will teach 
U3, what elfe we cannot learn efFedtually and 
practically, to think of this our mortal State, 
as a fhort and precious Opportunity given us 
to prepare for another and an endlefs one 1 the 
Happinefs or Mifery of which is to depend oa 
the AiFed:ions cultivated, and the Deeds done 
by us, while in the Body. Were the Life 
which we now live, imagined to be the Whole, 
Multitudes would argue, plaufibly though un- 
juftly, that it could be no great Matter, hovr 
they fpent it ; whether they adted virtuoufly or 
vicioufly, difcreetly or indifcreetly : fincc of2f 
Event bappeneth to all^ and the wife Man dieth. 
as the Fool^. But our Share in the Recom- 
pcnces of that, which is to come, cannot pofli- 
bly be regarded as a flight Thing. If then we 
are to be blefled or wretched for ever, accord- 
ingly as we^ behave well or ill in the mean 
while, this makes our Condudt a ferious Point 
beyond Expreflion ; and draws moft afFcdting 
Confequences after it; fuch as the weakeft 
Perfon riiuft fee, and the moft artful cun raife 
no Objedlion againft : that the Pleafures and 
Profits of Sin are^ never to allure us, nor the 

' £cc1. ii. 14, 16. 

I Diffi- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



frjg SERMON VJf. 

Difficulties and Affliaions of Virtue to detei* 
us in the leaft, but both in Comparifon to bfe 
looked on, as if they were not : that the En-^ 
joyments of the prefent State are to be ufed 
with cautious Moderation, and the Burdens of 
it to be borne with cheerful Hope : in fhort^ 
that we are to walk by Faitb^ not by Sight'': 
applying indeed to worldly Bufincfs, as far as 
our Stations require; and partaking of worldly 
Comforts, as far as will excite our Thankful- 
nefs to God for them, and anfwer the PurpofcS 
intended by them ; yet ftill fetting our Affec- 
tions principally, not on the Attainment of 
tranfitory Accommodations or Amufement^^ 
during our Journey; but on fecuring, by a 
diligent Performance of the Work, for which 
we were fent upon it, a joyful Entrance into^ 
o\xr continuing City^: which God of his infinite 
Mercy grant us, through &c. 

« 2 Cor, V. 7. ^ Heb. xiii. 14^. 
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So teacb Us lo number our iXays, that we may 
^piy our Hearts unto Wijdom. 

FROM thefe Words I have propofed to 
treat of the Wifdom, the Inftruftion in 
Piety and Virtue, which may be learned from 
the Shortnefs and uncertain Duration of human 
Life; confidered, 

I. With refped to the prefent Scene of 
Things only : 

II. To that eternal one, which is to follow. 

Even the former of thefe Views, though ex- 
tremely and ejflentially imperfcdt, yet affords, 
as I have fliewn you, many important LefTons 
and Direftions: that by Sobriety, Temperance, 
Chaftity, and due Government of all our Paf- 
fions, we fhould endeavour to prolong the 

Vol. VIL I Space 
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Space allotted us here; that we fhould nfy 
every proper Method of making it as eafy and 
comfortable to one another^ as we can ; that 
we fhould be diligent to improve our little 
Time to the beft Purpofcs, and do quickly 
what we wmild not leave undone; that we 
fhould proportioni our Dcfires of Riches and 
Honours and Power, and every worldly Goody 
to the fcanty Term wlwch We have for the Ac- 
quifition and Enjoyment of them; that we 
fhould moderate our Emotions of Joy and 
Grief, of Hope artd Fear and Anger; Vehe- 
mence in any of them being plainly unfuitable 
*o a Condition fo tranfitory ; and laftty, that 
from the low Attainments of our earthly State, 
and the fhort Continuance and unequal Diftri-» 
bution of Its Bleflings, we fhould be raifed to^ 
the Belief and earned Expedtation of a better. 

Very different Conclufionsy I am fenfible,? 
and very bad ones, have been often drawn? 
from the fmall Number of our Days : of 
which, befides many Inflances in the loofer 
Heathen Writers, we have fo diflintS and 
beautiful an Account in the fecond Chapter 
of i/je Book of Wifdonty that I fhall repeat it, 
and make fbme Remarks on it,, before I ga 
further^ 
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Uhe Vngodly faid^ reafoning mth thimfehesf 
^ut not aright. Our Life is Jhort and tedious : 
ifind in the Death of Man there is no Remedy i 
neither was th^re any Man known to have re^ 
turned from the Grave. For we are born at all 
Adventures, ana wejhall be hereafter, as though 
^e had never been— Our Time /> a very Shadow, 
that pajfeth away : and after our End there is 
no returning^, Gome on therefore, let its enjoy 
the good Things that are prefent i and fpeedify 
ufe the Creatures, like as in Youth. Let us fill 
ourfelves with cojily Wini and Perfumes, and let 
no Flower of the Spring pafs by ust let us crown 
ourfelves with Rofe- buds, before they be withered* 
Let none of us go without his Part of our Volup'- 
tuoufnefs : let us leave Tokens of our Joyfulnefs 
in every Place : for this is our Portion, and our 
Lot is this. Let us opprefs the poor righteous 
Man: let Us not f pare the Widow i nor reverence 
the ancient grey Hairs qf the Aged. Let our 
Strength be the Law (fJuJiice:for that, which 
is feeble, is found to be nothing worth*. 
. Now it is certainly to be expcflcd, that if 
this Life were to be our All, we fhpuld each 
make the beft Advantage of it, that we could. 
But then the Way to do fo ia a very different 

» Wifd* ii. 1 — 12» 
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one from that, which the Ungodly^ reafonirig 
with t hem/elves^ but not aright ^ propofe- 
Thoughtlefs Gayety and diflblute Pleafurcsf, 
how inviting foever the Defcription of them 
may fouhd, bring Perfons daily, and often 
with furprizing Suddcnnefs, into Diftreflcs and 
SufTerings of various Kinds ; which, dcftroying 
their Reputations, their Fortunes, their Healths, 
vv^ill give them much more Caufe to complain 
of the Shortnefs, and yet Tedioufnefs of Life, 
than they had when they firfl attempted to 
palliate this Evil by fuch fatal Remedies. For 
Vice and Folly have the unhappy Seqret of re- 
conciling this fecming Contradidion, by lef- 
fcning the Extent of our Days, and at the 
fame Time increafing the Burthen of them. 

But fappofing that fuch Miferies could be 
avoided, human Nature i? not fitted for a per- 
petual Hurry of Amufements and Extrava- 
gances; nor, without a v«ry painful Force 
upon itfelf, can bear them: )but all Exceflcs 
of this Kind are feverely puniflied, fooner or 
later, by that Lownefs and Dejection, which 
fails not to follow wrong Indulgences j and 
yet more feverely by that moral Principle which 
is deeply rooted in our Hearts, that Voice 
within, which will have its T^urn to be heard, 

as 
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lis indeed if ought to be heard always. They 
therefore are the happy Pcrfons, not that can 
fpend the moft Hour6 in Forgetfulpefs of them- 
felves, in idle and unwife and perhaps criminal 
Gratifications ; but who cs^n delight to be their 
own Companions; can enjoy the calmer and 
ftiller, but much more inward and real Plca- 
fure, of a ferene and compofed Mind, of a 
worthy and benevolent and thankfully pious- 
Heart; who arc able to look back without 
Shame, and forwards without Fear. Thefe arc 
the Satisfadions of a rca(bnable Being; which as 
they, who have once fully experienced them, 
have always declared to be the higheft poffiblc; 
fo they, who have not, fhould, in allFairnefs and 
common Difcretion, make due Trial of them, 
before they rejedt them. And upon fuch Trial 
they would find that Man is not a Creature form- 
ed to diflipatc himfelf in trifling Levity, much 
lefs to wallow in Debauchery and Brutiflinefs; 
hut hath the Seeds of fomewhat noble and 
divine planted in his Bread; which his great 
Concern is to cultivate, improve and exert. 
They would learn a higher Valuation of them- 
felves, and feel how juftly the Son of Sirach 
hath direded : Glorify thy Soulin Meeknefs, and 

I 3 ^ivc 
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pve it Honour according ta the Dignity tbfre-» 

</"■• 

As to the fecoad Inf<?rcace, drawn by the 

Ungodly, which patronize? OppFffHon and 
Cruelty: there \s fomething fp hateful and 
(hocking in thefe Enormities ; fp ^rpfljtrary to 
jhe Tendernefs, which is natural tQ our FJearts, 
till we wickedly harden them ; fo inconfiftcnt 
with the Welfare and very Being of Society, 
f hat no one guilty of fuch Pradices caa ' at all 
cxpeiit, cither to hp eafy in himfelf, or fafe 
from others. And therefore, though the In-- 
tcrefts of this Life alone were to be confidered, 
no Argument could be rationally urged froni 
jth& Shortnefs of it, in Favoqr of any Thing fo 
jntirely oppofite to the evident Deiign of Hini 
who plaped us here for our Gqod, as botl^ 
Voluptuoufnefs andlnjuftice are. 

But whatever Conclufions Men may think 
they can draw from this firft and imperfedk 
View : yet, when pur Life on Earth is contem- 
plated in th^ fecond that was propofed, as a 
$tate of Preparation for another and an endlefs 
pnci thpn neither the Wit, nor almoft the 
folly of Man pan make any otl^er than virtu- 
pps Ipfefenf cs from the Shortnefs of it. And 

!? Bcclvjs. X. 28. 
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to the Want of looking upon it in this Light 
the Book of Wifdom afcribcs principally thofe 
profligate Rcafonings, which I have been 
confuting. Suc6 TChings did they imagine^ and 
were deceived i for their own JVickedwefs bUnded 
tbeni: as for the Myfieriet <f God^ they knew 
them not ; neither hoped they for the Wages of 
RighteoufnefSf nor difcerned a Reward for blame-- 
lefs Souls % Without this Knowledge it was 
weak to argue as they did; but with this 
Knowledge it had been impoflible : fo impor- 
tant are the Alterations, which it makes in our 
Cafe* Indeed it fupplies us, in a very great 
Meafure, with three of the chief Things, 
which we want in our Pilgrimage through the 
World. Thefe are, 

J ConvidUon of the Neceflity of applying 
diligently to know and do our Duty. 

2. Encouragement to perfifl in it to the End 
againft Temptation* 

3. Support under the Afijidions, to which 
we are expofcd in the mean while. 

Now ferious and frequent Reflexion, how 
foon the prefent State will terminate in one 
pf infinitely more Confequence, i§ adapted to 

« Wifd ii,ai, a«. 
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be of the utmoft Service to us, in each of thcfe 
Refpeds, through that Blefling, which God 
is ready to beftow on our fincere Endeavours 
ufed, and Prayers offered up, in the Name of 
Chrift : for without Him we can do nothing "*• 

I. To keep alive in us a flrong Convidion 
of the NecefTity of applying diligently to know 
and do our Duty, 

Were this Life the Whole of our Exiftence, 
there vTouId be many, thoughtlefs enough to 
imagine, that being fo fhort, there could be 
no mighty Difference, in what Manner it was 
fpcnt, right or wrong : for fo fmall a Journey, 
any Way of undertaking it woujcj ferve; 
and Fancy be Guide fufficient : the Advantages 
of chufing well could not be exceeding great; 
the Inconveniences of chufing ill would foon be 
over, indeed whenever one pleafed; and theEnd 
of all Things would quickly come, when Pru- 
dence and Imprudence would be jufl upon a Level, 
But plaufible as this may look, when it gratifies 
the prevailing Humour; furely whoever con- 
ceives the prefent State to be his whole Portion, 
be it as fhort as it will, ought to think it de- 
ferves his whole Attention : elfe he may not 
only mifs all the Happinefs, that he caa 

* John XY. s. 
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promife himfelf, but find there is Room 
enough for fuch a one, as he is, to be more 
than a little miferable as long as he lives : not^ 
withftanding which, he will probably wifh to 
continue in Being as long as he can. 

Yet ftill, if the Suppofition, on which 
thefe Men venture their All, were true ; the 
Harm, which they would fuffer by conducing 
themfclves abfurdly would not be fo extremely 
pitiable : and they might contrive to make it 
appear much lefs th^n it is. For AiFeftation 
and Obftinacy can fupport fome, for a time at 
leaft, in bearing a great Deal, and calling it a 
Trifle. But whatever Trifles the Pleafures and 
the Pains of this Life may be ; the Felicity 
^•eferved ^or good Perfons in another, and the 
Punifhment to be inflidted, (and which pur Con- 
fciences tell us will be juftly inflifted,) on fuch 
as have perverted and abufcd their own Natures, 
injured their Fellow- Creatures, difobeyed the 
Commands and defeated the Purpofes of their 
Creator; thefe Things muft be of Moment un- 
fpealcable : and which of them fhall be our 
Lot, abfolutely depends on the Ufe we make 
of the Space allowed us here. Hqw greatly 
doth it concern us then, carefully and frequent- 
ly to examine what Share we have wrought of 

3 ^^ 
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the Works of Him tbatfent usi and to reGoUca> 
how foon the Night may and muft come» in 
iwbicb HO Man can work '. 

To know the former, we muftfearch, through 
the wide Extent of the divine Law, into our 
Performances and our Deficiencies : whether 
■we have uniformly cxpreffcd towards our 
Maker, our Redeemer, our San<ftifier, that 
Reverence and Love, that Refignation and 
Thankfulnefs, that Hatred of Sin, and Uoiver- 
faiity of Obedience, which their Authority 
over us, and Goodnefs to us, fo ftrongly re- 
quire : whether, on all Occafions in common 
Life, we have been fo juft and upright, fo mild 
jind forgiving, fo charitable and bountiful, fo 
friendly and compaffionatc, fo fathful and at- 
tentive to the various Duties of our fevcral Sta- 
tions and Relations, as we know we ought: 
^whether kftiy in the Government of ourfelves 
we have been fo obfervant of Purity and De- 
cency, fo temperate and aWtinenl, fo indif- 
ferent about Things below compared with thofe 
above, as becomes Beings defigned to fuftaia 
the Chara<fter of rational, moral, religious, 
Chriftian. If we have not, and moft certainly 
Yfc have not, can we truly fay, that we have 

« John «f. 4. 
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f tpented and thrown ourfelvcs on God's Mercy 
in Jefus Chrift^ and are flill in a penitent and 
))clieving State? Unlefs this be Co, the on? 
Thing needfi^ is hitherto undone ; and even if 
It be dope^ yet how much Eniploymcnt is ther^ 
ftill upon our Hands, to perfeft our Humili'^ 
ation for what is paft, and undo, as far as we 
can, all the Evil, that we have ever done, and 
perhaps have been doing for a long Time, 
againii: our FelloW'rCreatures, as well as in the 
Sight of God ! Not only our external Behaviour, 
l>ut the ii>ward Principles of it, muft be con- 
tinually reformed : all our bad Inclinations firfl; 
be deteAed, which is no eafy Talk, theii 
gradually fubdued, which is a very hard one : 
efpecially when we have fuiFered them by In- 
dulgence to ftrengthen their original Hold on 
our Hearts, They cannot be extirpated in 
this Life: they will frequently rebell; and yet 
inuft be always overcome. But this is not the 
Whole. Further ftill, every Chriftian Virtue, 
every Qualification prefcrjbed in the Word of 
God, muft be planted in our Souls, tenderly 
cherifhed, and inceiTantly carried on towards 
Maturity. For it is only ifthefe Tubings be in 
Vs and abound^ that an Entrance Jhall be mini" 
^ered unto us abundantly inta the everlajiing 

King- 
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Kingdom ofvur Lord and Saviour \ How littlo 
we have of fome of them, how much too little 
of all, we cannot be totally ignorant. But wc 
(hall never know, as we ought, and yet lefs be 
^ble to fupply our Defeds, unlefs wc are both 
enlightened and ftrengthened by the Grace of 
God. Have we then prayed and laboured for 
this, and have we obtained it, and arc we 
making a proper Ufe of it ? Without it our 
Hope of Amendment is vain : and even with 
it, fo much is wanting to be done, that wc 
have by no Means any Time to throw away. 

For, alas, what is the Time of Man upon 
Earth? The Whole of it {hort: a great Part of 
it neccffarily filled up with Things not related, 
or very remotely, to our main Bufinefs r per- 
haps, if not certainly, much the greateft Part 
already paft, and irrecoverably gone; fo paft, 
it may be, as to increafe both our Work and 
the Difficulties of it, in the Remainder. That 
Remainder alfo will flie as fpeedily, and, un- 
lefs we take Care, as unprofitably too, as what 
preceded. And how fmall a Remnant it 
may prove to thofe, who have fecmingly the 
bed Reafons for making thcmfelves large Pro- 
mifes, we can never know; amidft the perf- 

' z Pet. i. 8, XI. 
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petual Accidents, that cut off fuch great Num- 
bers in the Prime of their Days ; and arc many 
of them too fudden to leave Room, even for 
that miferable Comfort, a Death-bed Repent- 
ance. 

It appears very harfli, and is extremely pain- 
ful, to give People, in a dangerous Sicknefs, 
the flighteft Intimation how little this Remedy 
is likely tb avail them. And therefore they 
ought to be the more frequently and Ilrongly 
reminded of it, whilft they may hear it with 
lefs Terror, and greater Benefit. A prefump- 
tuous or thoughlefs Mortal lives negligently 
and finfully Year after Year, in Hopes of re- 
penting of his Sins, when he comes to the End 
of his Days : that is, doth a Multitude of ill 
Adtions, in Hopes that hereafter he fhall hear- 
tily wifli he had never done them. Can this 
be ? Are fuch Perfons in earned ? No : but 
they are trying, if poflible, to cheat God and 
themfelves at the fame time; to difobey his 
Will fo artfully, as to avoid Punifliment, and 
obtain Reward. Now what imaginable Prof- 
pedt is there, that from a Heart fo deliberately 
falfe, any true Repentance will ever come ? 
Befides, what Certainty is there, that any one 
will have Time allowed him, or that his Un- 

^^^n^^^ derftanding 



■- I 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



t^t S E ll M o K vit 

dcrflanding wilt not fail« or that be will tkfi 
grow hardened inftead of penitent ; or indeed^ 
that he fhall have Spirits and Attention fuffi*^ 
cient^ in the midft of Pain and Sicknefs and 
Languor, to recolleft his numerous Tranf- 
greflions, and to apply carneftly for Par- 
don. If he hath, undoubtedly it is the beft 
and only Thing, that he can do for himfelf : 
and omitting it is niaking a very bad Cafe 
greatly worfe. But ftill, to be grieved for our 
Sins only when vve can live no longer in them, 
and are ^raid of being immediately condemned 
for them, is a very fufpicious Kind of Sorrow : 
and moreover, it is not to mere Sorrow,- that 
Cod hath promifed Forgivenefsi nor to mere 
Faith ; but to fuch only^ as will produce 
Amendment, for which, in thefe Circumftan- 
ces, there is little or no Room. Nor can either 
By-ftanders, or the dying Man himfelf^ know 
in the leaft, whether it would produce any, 
were a longer Life to be granted : or whether 
he would not relapfe, as thoufands of others^ 
jnotwithftanding the moft promifing Appear- 
ances, have done, into his former Wickednefs- 
And therefore no one can, on fure Grounds, 
either adminifter Comfort to others, or take it 
to himfelf, in fuch a Cale^ how dreadful foever 
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!t will be to have none in that Hour, when we 
fhall want it moft. 

Since therefore our* Preparation muft be 
made before our End comes ; which will come 
foon, and may come when we think of it leaft: 
how vigilant ihould we be not to fpend any of 
our Time in Sin ; and how unwilling to fpend 
more than is neceflary in Trifles : how ftudious 
to make our common Employments in Life 
Confiftent with and fubfervient to our heavenly 
Calling^: how careful to be always in Readi-> 
titk^ to have our Loins girded and our Lights 
burningf like Men that wait for their Lord^ ; 
lefti coming fuddenljy he find us Jleeping^ . Haw 
frequently ihould we imagine ourfelves in the 
Condition, in which we muft be fhortly: when 
the Pleafurcs, the Profits, the Pre-eminences, 
that we have purfued fo eagerly, will vanifli 
into nothing ; when the Duties that we have 
flighted fo boldly, will appear the moft im- 
portant of all Things ; and the only firm Sup- 
port will be, that in Simplicity and godly Sin^ 
cerity^ by the Grace of God, we have had our 
Converfation in the World^! Why fhould we 
not think nowy ae we certainly (hall then? 

t Heb. ill. I. *» Luke xii. 35, 36. * Mark xili. 36. 
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Why flieuld wc not z& now, as we {hall wiili 
from the Bottom of our Hearts wc had done? ; 
and wi£h in vain hereafter for what at prefent 
is undoubtedly feaiible^ and but moderately 
difficult I 

Such Reflexions, as thefe, may be difagree- 
Able to us : but they will become very fupport- 
dble. God, in great Mercy, hath framed us 
fo, that the Confideration of Mortality, how- 
ever awful, is not too ftrong for us. We can 
look upon it without overpowering our Facul- 
ties; and turn our Thoughts from it with Eafe 
to the daily Bufinefs and even.Amufements of 
Life. But it would be a mod unworthy and 
pernicious Return, becaufe he doth not force 
it upon our Minds conftantly, which would 
unfit us for this World, therefore to lay it 
out of them intirely; or fo near it as to negleft 
providing for the next. And the more averfe 
any one is from meditating on thefe Things, 
the more needful it is for him. Not thinking 
of Death will ward it off never the longer ^ 
but only make it infinitely terrible, when it 
comes: and thinking of it efFedually wilLbring 
it never the fooner ; but only difpofe us to wait 
for it in Peace, and receive it with calm Re- 
fignation, if not with Joy. O that Men nx:ere 
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wife, that (h^ uvderJio(Hl this^ thst tbtjf v>ouU 
vonJUfr tbiir loiter E^d^ I 

1. The Shortnefs of this Life^ when wd 
view it as in Introdndion to another, befidea 
proving in the ftrongeft Manner the Ncceffity 
of DiKgenee in our Duty, gives alfo the greatefi 
Enc6uragcment to perfevere in iti againft alj 
Difficulties and Temptations. 

Indeed the Paibs^ that we take, to lay afidd 
i>ur Faults and cultivate our Virtues^ will 
fcldom fail to reward themfejves plentifully 
even hcre^ by tbi^ peace^iMe Fruits of Right eiuf^ 
ne/s^. But were it commonly otherwife^ were 
the Ycke of our Mailer heavy ijiA his Burthcii 
gdevcus i it i& not longi that we have to beaf 
it. The Warfafte againft our Spiritual Enemies^ 
the Sorrow of being too often uiifuccefsful irt 
it, the Watchfulrie6 over our bud Inclinations^ 
the Painfulnefs of Self-Denial^, the Ridiculd 
and Cenfurc of a Warld that lietb in Wicked^ 
nefs^'i all this will foon be paftj and we fhall 
receive the End <f our Faith and Obed^ience^ 
the Sahation of our Souls \ If the other Life 
Were very diftant, and the Crown qf Glory ^ not 
to be given usj till we had been fome hundred? 

' Dcut. xxxiL 29. » Hcb. xii. ix. " i John ^. §9.' 

• I Per, I, 9. p 1 Pet, V. 4. 
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of Years, like the ancient Patriarchs, fighting 
the good Fighf^i and enduring Kardnefsi as good 
Soldiers of Jefus Chriji'i it were lefs' Wonder, 
if any jhould grow weary ^ and faint in their 
Minds\ But fince the Days of our Trial are 
Aus i^\^^ and eternal Felicity is annexed to fo 
fhort a Struggle; we may cheerfully i6aA/y^ 
the Frofejfion of our Faith, without waverings 
and provoke one another to Love and good 
Works \ and fo much the more continually, as 
nvefee the Day -approaching''. Be patient there-- 
forCf Brethren^ unto the Coming of the Lord. 
Behold, the Hujband-man waiteth for the pre- 
tious Fruit of the Earth j and hath long Patience 
for ity until he receive the early and latter Rain. 
Be ye alfo patient, fiablifi^ your Hearts : for the 
Coming of the Lord draweth nigh''. 

♦ And as the Nearnefs of another State leflcns 
very confiderably the Difficulties of Virtue; 
fo doth it alfo the Advantages of Sin : which 
indeed are feldom real, even here, but much 
the contrary, were all duly confidered, what- 
ever bad Men imagine, whom their own 
Wickednefs blinds^, as they well dcferve it 
ihould. But fuppofing them ever fo often in 

< 2 Tim. iv. 7. » 2 Tim. ii. 3. • Hcb. xii. 3. 

* Hcb. X. 23—25. «* James v. 7^ 8. "^ Wifd, xi, 21. 
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the right, the utmoft Benefit they can receive 
is but for the prefent Life, it may be, for a 
very fmall Part of it: and all that we can 
poffibly get or lofe, enjoy or fufFer in this 
World, bears^ no Proportion to that which is 
to come. Indeed whatever muft have an End, 
can bear no Proportion to that which hath 
none. And confequently, were we to live ever 
fo long, provided we were to die at all, there 
could be no rcafonable Comparifon between 
our Intcrcft in the prefent Life and the future. 
But when the prefent not only ought in Rea* 
fon to be looked on as nothing, but {hews^ it- 
fclf to our very Senfes to be as nothing ; when 
we can fo eafily reckon up the few Years it is 
compofed of, t&e Bounds appointed^ which it 
cannot pafs"": even then to let ourfelves be 
cheated with it, and the poor falfe Promifes it 
makes usj and for (hefe to quit the Hopes of 
an Immortality, juft ready to be conferred on 
us^ the Bleffednefs of which exceeds our Ima- 
gination, and will be continually increafing for 
ever; this is what nothing, but the melancholy 
Experience of it, could make one b^elieve was 
poffible. But fo the Fa<a ftands. Men give 
up Et«rnity in Exchange for a Moment ; here 

» Job xiv. 5, 
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they will have their Portion, whatfoever (haH 
come after* And though they muft know, 
would they think at all, that the Judgement of 
the Wicked lingeretb not^ ^ and their Damnation 
doth notjlumber^^ yet either they fly from the 
Convklion, or they harden themfdves agsunfl: 
IXi and defperately refotve, that nothing, but 
what is prefent, (hall make any Impreifioo 
<i|>on them : whereas in jufl Reckoning every 
thiog prejfenit (hould be regarcbd almofl only 
as it promotes (»* obftrudts our Preparation for 
Futurity. Faithfulnefs to our Duty fhouid be 
our wh^e Concern : and what we may fufler 
here by doing it, or gain here by tranigrefUng 
ity Khould be accouatbd very iniignificaiit ; as 
we certainly fliail account it, if once we ob- 
tain from God the Skill oi numbering wr Hays 
aright. 

3. The laft XJfe, which I (hall memion, of 
confidcring how foon diis Life will terminate 
in another, is, that we fliould Aipport our- 
felvcs with the Profped of being happy ftiort- 
ly, under all tiiat may afflid: us in the mean 
whilrc. 

Indeed, were tliere to be no future State^ 
the Misfortunes of the prefent would be tnuch 

ti Pet. ii. 3. 
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the more tolerable for ending fo foon. But 
ftill, lofing the Comforts of it would then be 
lofing our All ; and going through it in Mifcry 
would embitter our whole Exiflence. Now 
were the Space of it more or lefs, yet being 
the Whole, we could have nothing to make us 
Amends for our Difappointraents and Suffer- 
ings, or to exalt us above them. Death in^ 
deed would free us, earlier or latere and {o 
far be a Remedy: but a very gloomy one, 
were all to end there : fuch a one as moft Pea- 
pie would think worfe than the Difeafe, and 
be through Fear &/ it all their Life-time fubjeS 
to Bondage*. But now, as the Interefts of this 
World are only a imall Part of our Concern, 
they deferve only a fmall Part of our Confide- 
ration: and as the Conclufion of the prefent 
Scene is immediately followed by a fecond, 
which fhall never conclude, it furniihes out to 
us a Triumph over its own Terrors. O Deaths 
nffbere is thy Sting? O Grave, where is thy 
naory'? 

Bad Perfons indeed can derive no Comfort 
from hence : for the End of their worldly Sor- 
rows, is the Beginning of infinitely more dread-- 
ful ones. But if we are fincerely pious and 

» Heb. 11. 15. • 1 Cor. xv. 55. 

K 3 virtuous, 
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virtuous, the Croflcs and Troubles, qnder 
which wc may labour here, the Parting with 
our Friends, the Provocations of our Enemies, 
Poverty and Contempt, Sicknefs and Pain, the 
/Wearifomenefs of old Age, the Feeblenefs of 
decaying Nature, whatever can be grievous to 
us, will not only foon be fucceeded by Hap- 
pinefs ; but will increafe that Happinefs un- 
ipeakably, provided we only bear it with a 
dutiful Patience for this little Interval. Now 
therefore J why difquieteji thou thyfelf feeing 
thou art hut a corruptible Man ? and why art 
thou moved J whereas thou art but mortal? and 
-why haji thou not confdered the Thing that is 
to comey rather than that which is prefent^ ? 

We cannot indeed, through the original 
Weaknefs of our depraved Faculties, be fo 
much cheered by thefe Confiderations, as wc 
have Caufej and we fhould not defpair upon 
it: but we may be cheered by them much 
more, than wc are ; and we fhould endeavour 
it to the utmoft; afluring ourfelves, that in 
our futui'e State, we (hall fmile at recollefting 
the heavieft Calamities of this, with much 
more Contempt, than we always do, in our 

*3 Efdr. vii. 15, 16. 

maturcr 
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matiirer Years, at remembering the petty Af- 
fliftions of our Childhood, 

Let us refolve then, that we will try to take 
even joyfully not only the Loffes of this World, 
knowing that 'm have in Heaven a better and an 
enduring Subjiance ^'i but alfo the Dijfolution of 
this ^abernacle^ fince when we are uncloatbed 
we jball be chat he d upon with an Houfe eternal^ 
and Mortality be fwallowed up of Life *. Let us, 
under all Prcffures, of whatever Kind, look upi 
and lift up our Heads: for our Redemption 
draweth nigh * ; and contentedly wait all thi 
Days of our appointed Time, till our Change 
come^; never casing away that Confidence , 
which hath great Recompenfe of Reward; for 
yet a little while , and he that jhall come will 
come, and will not tarry ^ Thefe Reflexions 
let us familiarize to ourfelves : and learn from 
them to fix our Hearts, not on fuch unworthy 
Objeds, as we are fubjedl to be difappointed 
about every Moment, whilft we have them ; 
and muft at fartheft in a few Years undergo the 
final Difappointment of parting with them for 
ever: but extend our Ambition to nobler 
Views; and fince we are made for Eternity, 

c Heb. X. 34. ^ 2 Cor. v. i ^4. * Luke xxi. 28. 

' Job xiy. 14. 8 Heb. x. 35, 37. 
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t>ecome fuperior both to the Pleafares and the 
Griefs of Time, tha| being neither feduccci by 
the one, ijor dcjeded by ^he other, we may go 
on with a fteady and cheerful Attention to our 
prcfent Duty, and our appi^oaching Blifs; till 
the/iw and evil Days of our Pilgrimage ^ being 
jpnded, vfQ may have pur Confqmmiation itx 
Peace; and be admitted everlaftjng Inhabi-» 
^nts of that City^ 'which hath FatfnJafi^ns^ 
y^hofe Builder and Maker is God *, 

^ Gen, x|vii. ^. ^ Hcb. ^i. ip. 
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John xv. 2§. 

Bittv>ben the Comfort er is (ome^ whom I wi/i 
Jend unta you from the Father^ even the 
Spirit of Truth, which proceedeth frqm the 
Father, he Jball tefiify of me. 



THE Bleflings, which we have received 
from the Sovereign Lord of all, arc 
cither the original ones of Creation and Provi- 
dence, or the fuperadded one of Redemptiori 
from Sin and Mifery. The former Sort are i^ 
fome Meafure difcoverable by Reafon, but 
jnuch more fully made known by Revelation: 
of the latter our whole Knowledge is from Re- 
velation alone. But being through its Means 
once acquainted with thofe new Relations, in 
whidi God's Mercy to fallen Man hath placed 
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us, and with the new Obligations, to which 
they fubje(3: us ; it is no lefs criminal to dif^ 
regard this Part of Religion, than the other: 
fince not only the Foundation of it in the Truth 
of Things is equally real, but its Importance ta 
our Happinefs, if poflible, greater. And the 
feveral Perfons of the Sacred Trinity having 
manifefted their Love to us by concurring ia 
our Recovery, and conduiSing and executing, 
according to the Difpofition of infinite Wifdom, 
their feveral Shares of that gracious Work ; 
we are confequently bound to diftinft Ads of 
Faith tnd Duty towards each : the Performance 
of which, agreeably to the Direction of God's 
Word, conftitutes the peculiar Duty of aChrif- 
tiao, Aniongft thefc, the prefent Seafon leads 
us to confider, what Offices the Holy Ghoft 
hath condefcended to execute for our Salvation. 
And as they confift, partly in teftifying to us 
outwardly the Certainty of our Religion, partly 
in moving us inwardly to be afFecSed by it as 
we ought, I (hall difcouf fe no\y on the former 
pf thefc Points : by laying before you, 

I. More generally, the Teftimony given by 
the Blejfled Spirit, in fucceffiye Ages, to Divine 
Truths I above all to the Grant of a Saviour tQ 

JVIaokind. 
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11. In a more particular Manner, that ever- 
memorable Confirmation, vouchfafcd, as on 
this Day, to the Dodlrine of the Gofpel, by 
his defcending on the Apoftles, and induing 
them with miraculous Gifts: of which I ihall 
prove the Reality, and draw from it proper 
Inferences. ' For it will be ufeful to put you 
in Rfmembrance of thefe Things, though ye know 
them^ and be ejlablijhed in the prefent Truth \ 

I. Firft then, I {hall lay before you, more 
generally and briefly, the Teftimony given by 
the Spirit, in fucceffive Ages, to Divine 
Truths. 

Prophecy, as St. Peter obferves, came not in 
old Time by the Will of Man: but holy Men of 
God /pake as they were moved by the Holy Ghoji \ 
Accordingly we find in Multitudes of Places, 
from the earlieft Book of Scripture to the lateft, 
fupernatural Impulfes and Illuminations af- 
cribed to the Spirit pf God * : nor can we 
doubt therefore, but they proceeded from him 
always, though fometimes it is not exprefsly 
affirmed. So that we are to honour the Third 

* Z Pet. i. 12. , *» 2 Pet. i. 21. 
« Gen. vi. 3. xli. 38, Numb. xi. 25, 26. xxiv. 2. i Sam. 
X. 10. 2 Kings ii. 9. &c. 1 Chr. xii. 18. 2 Chr. xv. i. Neh. 
ix.30. Ezek. ^. 2, Zech, vii. 12, Rev. L 10. ii. 7. iv. 2. &c. 

Perfoi4 
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Pcrfon as the immediate inward Inftruflor of 
Mca from the Foundation of the World: as 
Him, who hath admoniiheds reproved and 
ftriven with the Wicked j who hath warmed 
and cheered the Hearts of the Pious in aU 
Times^ with Manifeftations of God's Will> 
with Declarations of his Fayoiir, with Pre- 
cautions againft unfeen Dangers^ with Pro« 
mifes of Deliverance from the heavieft Afflic- 
tions, with his Prefencc and Guidance in the 
moft intricate Difiiculties. But as the pfinci^ 
pal Demonftration of the Goodnefs of Heaven 
was the Purpofe of fending our blefled Lord 
Jpto the World, this mod important Difpen- 
fation It was the peculiar Care of the Holy Spirit 
to notify : giving firft fuch darker and lefs ex- 
plicit Intimations of it, as however fufficicntly 
anfwcred the Necefiities of Mankind; then 
gradually unfolding and opening the feveral 
Particulars of the Scheme i fo as that every 
Generation might be bleffed with fome new 
Acceiiion of Light and Comfort beyond the 
former; and that, by duly-proportioned Inter- 
vals, tbe Day might dawn^ the Day-Jiar artfe \ 
then at length the Sun of Righteoufnefs ^ fhinc 
forth : at which time all the Variety of Types 

^ 2 Pet. i. 19. • MbX iv. 4. 

and 
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and Pro{^ocieSy and all the intricate Stlep$ of 
Pmvidence through all Ages, {hould plainly 
Appear to point out and center in this one 
great Event, and undeniably (hew, that known 
unto the Lord an all his Works from the Be^in^ 
mug ^ 

Now therefore t6e Fub^fs of Time being 
ume S and the Circumftances of Things fitly 
difpofed, the next Operation of the Spirit of 
God for our Redemption was the fupernatural 
Conc^tion of the promifed Saviour **: on 
whom l^e afterwards descended like a Dore at 
his Baptiim ^ led him into the Wildernefs to 
triumph over the Temptfer '^ : and fo conduft* 
ed the Man fefus through his whole Slate 6f 
Hui&iliation> that all he faid and did is re- 
preiented in Scripture as proceeding from thit 
Influence : and thofe mighty Works of his^ 
which bore wit^efs of him, are to be confidered 
as repeated Teftimonies of the Spirit on his 
Behalf. Thus He hinifelf hath taught us^ 
kying claim to the Words of Ifaiah : The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me: for be hath 
I anointed me to preach the Gofpel to the Poor, ir 
bath fent me to heal the Broken-hearted, to 

I 'Ads XV. 18. g GaL iv. 4. >» Malth, i. iS. 

I * Maiih iii. 16. '^Matih.iv. i. 

preach 

% 
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f reach Deliver dnee to the Qaptityesy and recover^ 
ing of Sight to the Blind \ And again. If I 
by^ the Spirit of God do caft out Devils ^ then is 
the Kingdom of God come unto you *. And in 
like manner St. Peter : ^hat Wordy which was 
fublijhed through all Judea^ ye know: how God 
anointed J efus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghoji 
and with Power : who went about doing Goody 
and healing all that were opprejjed of the Devil : 
for God was with him ". But, befides the Mira- 
cles, which he performed before his Death> 
the New Teftanient, according to the common, 
andi I think true Interpretation, afcribes alfo to 
the fame Divine Agent that great Miracle and 
Foundation of our Faith, his Rifing again; 
where he is faid by St. Paul to have been de^ 
dared the Son of Godnpith Power y according to 
the Spirit of Holinefsy by the RefurreBion from 
the Dead "" ; and by St. Petery to have been 
put to Death in the Flejh, but quickened by the 
Spirit K 

Thus then it appears in general, that from 
the earlieft Times the Spirit of Prophecy was 
the 'Teftimony of Jefus '/ and bore Witnefs to^ 

^ If. Ixi. I, Luke iv. i8» »*• Matth. xii. 2S. 

^ A^ X. 37, 38. • Rom. i. 4. P I f et. Hi, 18. 

<2 Rev. xix. 10. 

his 
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his Gofpel by continual Signs and Wonders; 
during his Abode on Earth. T npw proceed, 

II. To that particular Confirmation of it, 
by the Defcent of the Holy Ghofl on his 
Apoftles, which he foretells, in the Text and 
elfewhere, (hbuld follow his leaving the World; 
and which produced EfFedls fo greatly fuperior 
to all preceding Atteftations, that the Holy 
Ghofl is faid in Scripture not to have been 
given, or as other Copies read it, not to have 
been, before ': meaning comparatively; and ra 
refped, not of his Exiftence, but his Opera- 
tions on Believers. 

Now thefe were referved, for feveral good 
Reafons, till after our Saviour's Afcenfion. It 
was prophecied of him, that when he afcended 
up on highy he Jhauld lead Captivity captive^ 
fubjedt to Himfelf Multitudes who had been 
Slaves to the Wicked one ; and, as the Means 
of doing this, fhould receive Gifts for^ and 
give them unto^ Men ': which Predidion St. 
Paul exprefsly quotes \ and St. Peter furely al- 
ludes to it, when he faith : Therefore being by 
the Right-hand of God exalted y and having re-- 
veived of the Father the Promife of the Holy 

^ John vii. 39. Comp. Afts xix. 2. • Pf. Ixviii, 11. 

' Eph. iv. 8. 

Gbojl, 
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Gh/if he batb ^bed forth tbisi whkbyt noivfii 
an4 b^ar ^ It was a proper Beginning of the 
Exercifc of that Authority, with which he had 
been fo lately invefted a and a n^w and mofl 
feafonablfe Proof of it, efpecially to his poor 
Difciples> who muft extremely have wanted 
Comfort under the Lofs of his perfoiial Pre- 
fence. Now no Comfort could be fo reviving, 
as to find the Tokens of his Power even in- 
creafed by his Abfencej and themfelres en* 
lightened with greater Knowledge of Truth, 
and itrengthened with more Ability of perform- 
ing mighty Deeds, than when be went in an4 
out arnongfl them "". Befides, now they were to 
go immediately on their unparalleled Enterprize^ 
the Converfion of Mankind : and therefore 
now, and not before, it wiis Time they fliould 
be fiirnifhed with the miraculous Qualifka* 
tions^ requifite for that Purpofe, 

Accordingly, imhen the Day of Pentecofi 
tlic tenth after the Afcenliony ivas fully corner 
a Feftiyal, at which Jews and Profelytes of all 
Countries and Languages reforted to Jerufalem> 
befides that large Numbers of them ufually 
dwelt there; the Apoftles were all with one Ae^ 
cord in one Place. And fuddcntly there came a 
" Ads il'sj. ^ Aflsl. 21, 

I Sound 
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Bound from Heaven, as of a rujhing mighty Wind^ ^ 
and it filled the Houfe where they iBereJitting* And 
there appeared unto them cloven Tongues, like a^ 
of Fire, and it fat Upon each of them. And they 
miere all filled with the Holy Gbofi, and began 
tofpeak with other Tongues, as the Spirit gave 
them Utterance *. There were it feems, a few 
inconfiderate Creatures, as the Sort is too com* 
mon, who found matter of Ridicule in this^ 
and mocking f aid, Thefe men are full of new 
Wine ^ But the very Imagination, that twelve 
ferious Men, (hould, every one of them^ befo 
unaccountably overtaken, at fo unlikely an 
Hour too as Nine in the Morning* was incredi- 
ble and abfurds as St. Peter well obferved *: 
whofe Speech, made inftantly on the Occafion, 
in the fTords of Truth and Sobernefs*, if ever 
any was, would alone abundantly have confuted 
the Charge, even though he had not named it« 
And yet a farther Confutation was, (and there 
could not be a ftronger) that the Foreigners 
prefent muft know^ whether the Languages 
they heard were real ones; and the Inhabitants 
of Jerufalem and Judea muft fome of them 
know, whether They, who fpoke them, had 

« Aasii. 1—4. r Vcr. 13. «Vcr. 1 j, 
* Aflsxxvi.^25. 

VibL. VII. JU cvec 
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ever learnt them : and the Refult was, not that 
they were dctefted, but that three thou/and 
Souls were added to them the fame Day % and 
the Numbers increafed continually *. 

In this Chapter of the Adls indeed there is 
Mention only of the iingle Gift of Tongues : 
as being the moft remarkable in itfelf, and moft 
immediately exercifcd. But from the whole 
of their Hiftory it appears^ that the Apoftles 
were intruftedj and doubtlcfs at the fame time^ 
with various other fupernatural Endowqients : 
as their Lord had promifed them, that they 
fhould do the fame, and even greater Works 
than He, becaufe be went unto his Father ^^ 
Ati4 befides the Powers, of which many in- 
ferior Difciples partook with them, there was 
one peculiar to them : that, by Prayer and Im-. 
pofition of Hands, they were able to communi- 
cate the Gifts of fpeaking vi^ith Tongues, and 
performing Miracles, to whom they thought 
proper. Once indeed, in the extraordinary 
and new Cafe of Cornelius^ the holy Ghojl felly 
without human Interpofition, on all which 
heard the Word preached % as he had done at 
firfl on the Apoftles : that the whole World 

* Adlsii. 41. 



c Ver.47, 


<* Johnxiv, 12. 


« Aas X. 44* 
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toiight be fully convinced of what the Jews 
were very backward to believe^ that to the 
Gentiles alfo God bad granted Repentance unto 
Life ^ fmce he had given Ibis Spirit to Them^ 
even as be did unto otbers^ putting no Difference 
between them *. And thus did the Comforter 
teftify^ not only the Truth of Chriftianity in 
general, but our Title, who are defcended 
from Heathens^ to a Share in the Bleffings of 
its without which Teftimony perhaps we had 
fat to this day in Darknefs and the Shadow of 
Death ^. But ftill, ordinarily fpeaking, that' 
the fuperior Dignity of the Apoftles might be 
preferved, and by its Means the Unity of the 
Church, and the Purity of the Faith ; thefe 
Miraculous Gifts were conveyed only through 
I'heir Hands, to fuch Perfons, as by Illumina- 
tion from above, they faw to be qualified for 
them. 

Thus then, to fpeak in the Terms of St. 
Taulj to one Man was given by the^ Spirit the 
Word of Wifdom, to another the Word of Know- 
/edge, to another Faith, to another the Gifts 
of Healing, to another the Working of other 
Miracles, to another Prophecy t to another Dif 
cerning of Spirits, to another divers Kinds of 
f Ads xi. 1 8. * 8 Aas xv. 8, 9. *» Luke i. 79. 

L 2 7'onguesp 
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Tongues, to another the Interpretation of 
Tongues : hut all thefe wrought that one and the 
f elf fame Spirit , dividing to every Man fever ally 
as he willed ^ And now, imagine a Church 
of Chriftians under the Conduft of fome of 
our Lord's * immediate Difciples, and exhibit- 
ing to the World around them fuch Gifts as 
thefe. • Reprefent to yourfelves, firft, a number 
of plain unlearned Men, delivering a Doctrine, 
perfediy worthy of God, and fuited to the 
Nature and Condition of Mankind; evidently 
and vaftly more fo, than all the Difcoveries of 
unaffifted Reafon, in all Ages, put together, 
had been able to furnifh; profefling themfelves 
to have received and been charged to fpread it 
through the Earth, by a Perfon of a Charadler 
abfolutely faultlefs ; whofe Birth and Aftions, 
and every thing material that befell him, had 
been gradually foretelling ever iince the Crea- 
tion, and all came to pafs accordingly -, whom, 
in farther Confirmation of his Authority^ they 
had feen, for Years, performing daily Mira- 
cles of the higheft Power, and the tendereft 
Goodnefs ; whom they had ktv^ fupporting th« 
Reality of his Miflion by calmly delivering 
himfelfup, and fufFering Death ontheCrofs; 

* X Cor, xii. 8— -ii. 

whom 
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whom yet afterwards they frequently beheld 
alive and convetfed with, till at length while 
they flood by him, a Cloud received him into 
Heaven : Suppofing them all to perfift unani- 
moufly in this Account, without any pofliblc 
Intereft to ferve by it, and with the hourly 
Danger of being detected, if what they faid 
was falfe; to have continually before their Eyes, 
and one after another to undergo, at confider- 
able Diftances of Time, with the utmoil 
Cheerfulnefs, every Thing that can be dreadful 
to human Creatures, merely for afferting thefe 
Fafts, and behaving fuitably to them : fuch a 
Teftimony to fuch a Religion, muft furely, 
without any additional Proof, appear throughly 
convincing to every honeft' and reafonable 
Mind. But left, after all, it fliould be thought 
poffible, that thefe Witneffes might either, by 
fomc ftrange Means, be all deceived in every 
one of the aboyementioned Evidences ; or all 
agree, (though one fees not why they fhould, 
or how with any Succefs they could) to deceive 
others in them: let it be farther fuppofed, that 
from being ignorant and flow of Underftanding, 
as they notorioufly were, they now of a fudden 
fpeak with a Wifdom and a Spirit ^ which their 

L 3 Adver- 
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Adverfaries are not able to rejijl ^ ; that from 
being exceedingly timorous Mortals, they arc 
likewifc of a fudden, when there is more 
Ground for Fear than ever, become totally 
void of F?ar, an4 rejoice to fufFer in Defence 
of their Caufe : that being well known neither 
to have enjoyed Opportunities of Learning in 
their own Country, nor yet to have travelled 
out of it j; well known to have had, a few 
Weeks before, no other Dialed, than their 
native ruftic Idiom of Galilee ; (which they 
had not ikill enough to difguife, when they 
would have wifhed it moft, but were betrayed 
by their Speech, and found out for what they 
were;) that thefc, quickly after, are qualified 
to difcourfe fluently and properly with Men of 
all the different Nations of the -World, and 
that eacA hears them/peaky in their own Tongues^ 
the wonderful Works of God * ; that, farther flill, 
they can foretell things future, difcern the very 
Secrets of Men's Hearts, heal Difeafes, railfe 
the Dead, infliit miraculous Punifhments on 
their Oppofers; in a Word, can work all the 
Wonders, which they affirm their Mafter to 
have wrought ; and, which is more, enable 
others, altogether Strangers to them, iqimcdi^ 

k Adls vi. 10. ^ A^s ii. 8, 1 1 . 

ately 
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ately on their believing, to work the fame: 
what can there be wanting to fatisfy every Ex- 
aminer completely ; and whence can thefc 
Things proceed, but from the Power of the 
Divine Spirit? 

Now fuch were the Proofs, on which the 
firft Chriftians afiert they received their Reli- 
gion : and their very Reception of it, notwith- 
Handing fuch Prejudices of Education againft 
it, and threatening Difcouragements from it, 
is the ftrongeft Prefumption, that the Argu- 
ments urged to them were convincing, and 
their Belief undeniably true. It is an acknow- 
ledged Fad, that Chriftianity fpread in a 
very few Years through every Nation then 
known, and that Multitudes of every Rank 
embraced it. Now by what poffible Means 
could a Faith, fo intirely oppofite to the efta- 
blifhed Superftitions of all Countries, and the 
favourite Vices of all the Inhabitants of them, 
be thus propagated, in a knowing and in- 
quifitive Age, by a handful of Men, without 
Learning and without Power, againft all the 
Learning and Power of the World, vigoroully 
and without Delay applied to withftand it, but 
by fuch Teftimonies of the Divine Spirit in its 
Favour, as the firft Chriftians unanimoufly fty 

L 4 attended 
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attended its Progrcfs ? Thefe afford a clear Ex-t 
plication of this wonderful Change; and fair 
Inquiry will fliew, that nothing elfe can. It is 
eafy to pick out Jittic Cavils, nay indeeji to 
raifc very pUufible Objedions here and there, 
againft the Evidence of any thing. It is eafier 
ilill to get a few general Phrafes, of Enthufi-^ 
afn) and Bigotry and Inipofture and Credulity, 
and throw them about at Random. But let 
gny Unbeliever take only the undoubted Fadts, 
relating to Chriftianity in its firft Rife^ and try 
to folve them upon His Principles, entering 
into Particulars ; and he will find it impraftica- 
ble, not only to give any Account attefted by 
Hiftory, how they did happen, (though that he 
ought to do) but even any Guefs or imaginary 
Suppofition how th^y could happen, if our Re-;- 
ligion be falfc, that will nqt be full of in^ 
finitely greater Difficulties and Incredibilities, 
than h^ pan pretend to alledge againft the Truth 
of it, And therefore either the Ooipel pre^ 
vailed by thefe Miracles, for^ which we con- 
tend, or its prevailing without thcn> was the 
mofl amazing Miracle of all. 

But befides this Way of reafoning, to prove, 
that there muil have been fuch Gifts, we have 

dired 
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direct Hiftofical Evidence, that there adually 
were fuch. 

Indeed what you have already heard concern- 
ing them, from the Ad:s of the Apoftles, car- 
ries with it very fufiicient Authority, For 
that Book was the Work of an Author^ who 
Jived at the Time, and had Means of being 
well acquainted with what he relates, and 
could have np Temptation to write Falfchoodsi 
and was allowed, by thofe who muft know, 
to have written Truth. But the Argument 
from St. Paul's Epiftles appears to be ibmc- 
what ftronger yet : And the Strength of it lies 
in this narrow Compals : that they were cer- 
tainly written by Him ; and immediately re- 
ceived, and highly efteemed, by the feveral 
Churches to whom they are direded; that 
in them He mentions frequently the fuperna- 
tural Gifts of the Spirit, as then fubiifting in 
thofe Churches ; that he would not have dared 
to do this, had there been no fuch Thing 5 or 
if he had. He and his Letters could never have 
been refpeded, as they certainly were. 

For the firft Point, that thefe Epiftles are 
really His, we have the ftrongcft external Evi- 
dence imaginable : the Teftimony of fon\e of 
his Contcncjporafies^ of many who lived imrnc* 

I diately 
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diately after him, and the univerfal Confent of 
Mankind. But the internal Marks and Cha- 
radlers of their being genuine, are, if poflible, 
yet more convincing to a Judge of fuch Matters. 
There is an evident Air and Look of Truth 
and Prccifcnefs preferved throughout them. 
The Numbers of Pcrfons on various Occafions 
named in them; the minute Direftions and Or- 
ders that arc fent; the Obfcurity of feveral 
Paffages, occafioned by their referring to Quef- 
tions alked and Accounts of Things given by 
the Churches, and to their prefent Situation, 
in one refpcdi or another, are manifeft Tokens 
that they are what they prDfefs to be. A Wri- 
ter of counterfeit Pieces would either be too 
artful to venture into fuch Particulars, or muft 
have failed in fome of them. But then the 
Reception of thenj by the Congregations, to 
which they are infcribed, completes the Im- 
poflibility of a Fraud; Suppofe an Impoftor 
to draw up Letters of a confiderable Length to 
fuch and fuch Societies, Churches for Inftance, 
relating to many of their Members and Ac^ 
quaintance, and to many Things, of many 
Sorts, done, believed, or debated amongft them, 
and not to make in any one of thefe a iingle 
Miftake, which is quite inconGeivabk : . yet, 

when 
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when thcfe Performances came into the Handa 
of thcfe Perfons, pretending in the Title to have 
been fent to them or their Fathers, not many ^ 
Years before, can it be imagined, they will all 
agree to receive them as fuch, though 'till then 
they had neither Original, nor Copy, nor Me- 
mory, nor Tradition of them ? A falfe Hif- 
tory may creep filently into the World, and 
obtain Credit by Degrees. A falfe Colleftion of 
Letters may impofe on Strangers, remote in 
Place or Time: But that the very Men, or 
Body of Men, to whom they declare them- 
felves to have been written a little while ago, 
and who abfolutely know nothing of their ever 
being written to them at all, Ihould believe in 
them, is utterly inconceivable : and ftill more 
fo, if thefe ^Letters affirm fuch extraordinary 
Things to be then doing amongft them, as 
could not have been forgotten, if they had 
been done, and yet are not remembered. Now 
it never was, or can be denied, that St. Paul's ' 
Epiftles were admitted as His, and honoured as 
facred, were continually read and quoted both 
in private and public, by thofe Churches, of 
which they bear the Names, not fome Ages 
after his Death, for then there might have been 
Colour for a Charge of Impofition, but from 

his 
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bis own Days downwards. Nay, if we ^Ilow 
the Teftimony of early and venerable Writers, 
his Originals themfelves were preferved there 
(a Thing by no Means unlikely) to following 
Ga^erations. 

Now in thcfe Epiftles, thus proved authenr 
tic, the miraculous Operations of the Holy 
Ghoft appear to have been common amongft 
Chriftians. The Workers of Miracles, they 
who fpoke with Tongues, who prophecied, 
who had the Gift of Healing, are mentioned 
there as familiarly as the Apoftles, Elders and 
Teachers^ Nay farther, as the Exercifc of 
ibme of thefe Powers in the Church, it feems, 
was irregular fometimes, and made Confufion, 
there are many Directions laid down by the 
Apoftle for the Regulation of it. And farther 
ftill, becaufe the Perfons indued with them 
were too apt to value themfelves, and be valued 
by others, immoderately on account of them, 
he infifts very much, in the true Spirit of 
Chriftianity, on the Preferablenefs of Charity^ 
that i%y of Love to God and Man, before ji^^/zi- 
ing with the Tongues of Men and Angels ^ before 
Prophecy^ before the Faith that could remove 
Mountains'^. Is it poilible now, that all this 

» I Cor. xii,^ i> 2* 
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fiiould be written to, and received and refpefted 
by Pcrfons, who had no fuch Gifts amongft 
them ? Is it poflible alfo, that St. Paul^ when, 
as we find in thefc very Letters, he had Rivals 
and Enemies in thefe Churches, Men of Inte* 
reft and Influence, of Art and Subtlety, (hould, 
in the Face of them all, appeal, as he doth» 
to Miracles performed by Himfelf and Others, 
for a Proof of his Authority and Dodrinc, be- 
fore their Eyes, if in reality neither He, nor 
any one elfe, had ever performed any ? Ob-- 
ferve, how he cxpoftulates with the Galatians 
on the Danger of their apoftatizing from the 
Gofpel to the Law. Ofoolijh Galatians^ nvb9 
hath bewitched you^ that you jhould not obey the 
I'ruth ? This only would I learn ofyou^ Received 
ye the Spirit^ the extraordinary Gifts of the 
Holy Ghoft, by the Works of the Law, or by 
the Hearing of Faith ? He that minijtreth the 
Spirit to you^ and worketh Miracles among yoUy 
doth he it by the Works of the Law^ or the 
Hearing of Faith""? Again, he boldly pleadj 
to the Judaizing Roman Converts, thofe Things 
lobich Chrijl had wrought by him to make the 
Gentiles obedient^ by Word and Deed, through 
mighty Signs and Wonders^ hy .the Power of the 

a Gal. iii. i, 2, j. 
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Spirit ofGod"". And when^ amongft the Qo^ 
rinthians, his Apoftlefliip had been queftioncd 
by fome, his Anfweris, ^ruly the Signs of an 
Apojile were wrought among you in Wonders and 
mighty Deeds^\ And from the Confcioufnefs 
which he had of the Affiftance of the Spirit, 
he threatens to come to them again jhortly^ and 
knoHv^ not the Speech of them ^ which are puffed 
up J hut the Power. For the Kingdom of Godi 
he a^ds, is not in Word, but in Power "^i agree* 
ably to what he had told them in a preceding 
Chapter j that his own Preaching had not been 
with inticing Words of Man's Wifdom, but in 
Demonjiration of the Spirit and of Power ^ that 
their Faith might ftand, not in the Wifdom of 
Men, but in the Power of God\ Now as it 
mull be, not only Imprudence, but Madnefs 
in him, to fpeak of thefe Things, if they 
were not trues fo his fpeaking of them could 
not but have produced the intire Rejection of 
his Epiftles and Himfelf, if the feveral Churches 
had not known them to be true. And there* 
fore, fince thefe Churches did continue to re- 
verence Him and Them as of more than hu- 
man Authority, it follows, that thefe Opera- 

• Rom. XV. 1 8, 19. P 2 Cor. xH. 12* « i Cor. iv. 19, 20.. 
' I Corv ii. 4, 5, 
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tions and Miracles were both real and frequent 
amongfl all Chriftians in general* For even 
when he was congratulating the illuftrious 
Church of Corinth on her Gifts, he doth not 
hint to her* (many and great as we know they 
were) that (he was befor?, but only not behind 
others in that Refped*. 

And now what remains is> that being fatisiied 
of the Certainty of thefe Things, we lay ferioufly 
to Heart the proper Inferences from them; 
which are indeed too many to be enlarged 
on at prefent) but happily too plain to need it* 
In general it follows, that the Religion^ which 
we profefs, is no other than the Truth of God :^ 
the Doftrines of it, however myfterious, rea- 
fonable Objeds of firm Belief 1 the Precepts, 
however difficult, Matter of indifpenfableDuty; 
its glorious Rewards, fecure to every good Per- 
fon ; its dreadful Punifhments unavoidable by 
every bad one. More particularly, in Regard 
to that Spirit, which teftifies thefe Things, it 
follows, that we fhould honour him, as pof- 
fefled of thofe Divine Attributes, which they 
imply, and which the Scripture afcribes to 
him repeatedly; that we fhould make our 
thankful Acknowledgements for thefc his out- 

• 1 Cor. i. 7. 
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ward Mamfcftatbns, and pray for his irtward 
and faving Influences on our Souls ; that wc 
fliould receive the Gofpcl more fubmiflively, 
and obey it more diligently, for his having rati- 
fied and confirmed it in fo unparalleled a Man- 
ner; often recollecting for this Purpofe that 
awful Admonition : If the Wordfpoken by An^ 
gehy the Law of Mofes, wasjledfajiy and every 
S'ranfgrejfion received ajiiji Recompence of Re^ 
nvardi bow jhall we efcape^ if we negleStJb great 
Salvation I which at thefir^ began to befpoken 
hy the^ Lord, and was confirmed unto Us by them 
that heard him *^ God alfo bearing tbem Witnefs^ 
both, with Signs and Wonders^ and with divers 
Miracles and Gifts of the Holy GhoJi\ Ta 
whom, with the Father and the Son, &c. 

* Heb. ii. 2, 3, 4. 
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JottN XXV. t^;, t6j 17* 

if ye hve me^ keif my Commandments. 

And Inioiilpray the Father^ and hejhalt give 
you another Cemfofteri that he may abide with 
you for e^er i 

Even the Spirit tfT^rUtbp whom the World can^ 
not receive^ becaufe it feeth him noty neither 
knowetb him : hut ye inow him, for be dwel^ 
letb with you^ andjhallbi in you* 

OUR bkflcd Lord might Very poflibly de-» 
fign to Goraprchend in this Promife all 
the ^ne^tiy which the Holy Ghoft was to 
confer on his Followers* But his Expfeflions 
plainly £bew, that he had chiefly in view, not 
the miracubas Gifts of the Spirit, but the di« 
feding and comforting Influences of his Grace. 
l^or thefe alone are given to all, who love Cbrijl 
VoL.ViL M \and 
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and keep bis Commandments : Thefe alone Were 
to abide with Chrijiians Jor ever : Thefe alone 
the World could not receive j becaufc they would 
not fufFer themfelves toy^^ or know them : and, 
though, in Appearance, a lefs illuftrious, they 
are, in Reality, a more important Gift, than 
thofe of Tongues and Miracles. For though, 
the latter were powerful Means of making Re- 
ligion believed, the former only can bring it to 
be pradifed; and therefore it is highly necef- 
fary to teach and inculcate the Doctrine of in* 
ward Grace ; that Men may earneftly pray for 
it, faithfully ufc it, and heartily rejoice in it. 
Somfe, indeed, have abufed the Perfuafion of 
Gods working in them to a Negledt of working 
out their own Salvation* i Some have miftakcn 
the Feelings of an enthufiaftic Warmth for 
Teftimonies of the Divine Spirit; fome have 
done extravagant, and others wicked Actions, 
under Pretence of his Diredfion. But as their 
afcribing too much, can never warrant our 
afcribixig too little to his Influence on our 
Hearts ; and Error is . beft confuted, not by 
maintaining the oppofite Error, but by fetting 
forth the Truth : I fliall therefore endeavour^ * 

» Phil.ii. 12, 13. ' ' 
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I. To (hew the Gredibility of this Influence 
from Reafon 2 

II. To give a more certain and full Account 
of it from Scripture : 

III. To reconcile it with Experience 2 And 

IV. To make fuitable Inferences from the 
Whole. 

I. To ihew its Credibility from Hcafon j 
which, however heedlefs, if Men regarded 
Scripture as they ought, may be ufeful in dif- 
pofing them to regard it more than they do. 

A little Infpedion into ourfelves will con-» 
vince us, what imperfeft Creatures we are; 
and how poorly qualified for the Pradice of 
JPiety and Virtue. We have indeed, by Na- 
ture, a general knowledge of our Duty, and 
very jurt Motives to it, with fome Difpofitions 
in its Favour. But theri^ on the other liand^ 
we have much Inattention to religious Truths^ 
and great Prejudices againft them : we have 
many bad Inclinations to miflead us : we havd 
an Indolence that lets them eafily prevail oVer* 
us: we are in a. World, full of ill Examples 
and vicious Maxims of Life ; of Inticements to 
iiniawful Pleafufes, Provocations to immodc-* 
M a rsiUi 
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rate Refcntmcnt, Temptations to Ambition, 
Envy, Covetoufnefs, every Sin. And fome- 
times a Number of thefe Enemies are combined 
together (o flrongly, and attack us {o unpre- 
pared, that a much greater Forc6, than the 
ordinary Powers of the human Mind, would 
be very unlikely to ftand againft them. And 
when once they overcome us, every Fall makes 
Way for another ; the Senfibility of Confcience 
decays, good AfFedions are ftifled, wrong Paf- 
fions inflamed, wrong Cuftoms formed; and 
Reafon, habituated to be over-powered, yields 
at length without Struggle. Now what is there 
to be expedled, for the future, from Men, un- 
affifted in thefe Circumftances ? It does not 
follow, indeed, that they will always go on uni- 
formly to Deftruftion, without fomc Intervals 
of better Purpofes and Endeavours. From 
Time to Time their Eyes (hall be opened, their 
Fears alarmed, excellent Refolutions made, and, 
for a while, perfevered in mpft zealoufly. But 
too foon this Fervour cools, our Vigilance 
abates, a thoufand Things happen to put us ofF 
our Guard ; and one Thing alone, trufting in 
our own fecming Strength, is fufficient to lull 
us into a Security, that will prove fatal. Sin* 
ful Inclinations and Habits always retain a 

ftrxDngpr 
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ftroxiger Party withia us, than appears; and 
when we leaft think of it, fnatch a favourable 
Opportunity aijcj recover their Empire, perhaps 
more abfohitely thao before. After fome Expe* 
rience of this Kind^ Men coHie indeed to have 
lefs Confidence in themfelves. But what is the 
ufuaj Confequence? Why, that not looking be* 
yond themfelves* at the very Time of forming 
good Purpofes, they fcarce hope to keep them; 
and fo their Efforts grow daily more heartle(i^ 
and faint, till at laft they become quite weary of 
the fruitlefs Trouble ; ao4 it may be, inftead 
of trying any longer to be gopd, labour to per-r 
fuade themfelves^ that they i^ither need nor 
can be fp. 

This is plainly (afk yoi|r Hearts if it be not) 
the common Courle of Things; the daily Event 
of the Combat, between mere human Virtue, 
and the Trials, which this World throws in its 
Way. Yet all tht while it is an evident 
Truth, that the very End of our Being is, the 
pradtifing of thefe Duties, which we find fb 
difficult ; and the rooting out of thefe Sins to 
which we feel ourfelves fo prone. Now what 
God hath made us for, he muft fome Way 
have provided we ftiould be able to do, in fuch 
Meafure as he will accept. He moft clearly 

M 3 ices 
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fees the Dangers to which we are expofed, an4 
the poor Degree of Strength and Preparation, 
with which we meet them. The never-cealing 
Influences of his Providence preferve and aftu- 
at? every Part of the material World. And 
can we imagine, that He, who is always taking 
Care of all his other Works, down to thd very 
ineaneft Things on this Earth, will difregard 
the moft important Thing- in it, the eternal 
Jnterefts of the Souls of Men ? It would be 
injuring his Goodnefs, his Holinefs, to think fd. 
It is true. Beings endued with free Will and 
Choice, as we are, muft not be adled on fo as 
to deftroy it, but fuitably to their Nature, 
And how many fuch Methods may there be 
within the Reach of infinite Wifdoni and 
Power ? He who hath given us all the inward 
Principles we have, cannot he, at Pleafure, re- 
pair their Decays, reftrain their Vehemence, 
redify their Diforders ? He, who hath eftabliflied 
the Ways by which his Creatures communicate 
their Minds one to another, muft not he be able 
to communicate himfelf to them, when he 
judges.it proper; to reprefent the Beauty of 
Goodnefs, the Deformity of Sin; to {ijggtii 
proper Motives of Duty and Intereft ; to turq 
their Attention from dangerous Objects ; to in- 
l fpire 
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fpire them with religious and virtuous Affec- 
tions; to bring into their Minds juft and wife 
Rules of Condu(ft ; and all this at fuch Times, 
as fhall be moft needful for our Reformation, 
our Safety, our Improvement ? Thefe invifibic 
Operations of God on our Minds, are plainly 
no more inconfiftent with our Liberty^ than the 
fecrct or open Perfuafions of our Fellow- Mor-^ 
tak are. And therefore it is pcrfedtly credible, 
that as we, who have fo little Goodnefs, are 
prompted by it however to advife and aflift each 
other. He, who is abfolutely good, will not 
refufe his gracious Help, in fuch Cafes as reajiy 
want it; and efpecially to fuch Perfons, as 
humbly defire it, and honcftly make Ufe of it: 
for carelefs and prefumptuous Sinners have by 
no Means the fame Ground to hope for Aid 
from a juft and holy God, But to what De- 
gree he will either ftrengthen the former, or 
admonifh the latter, is intirely beyond human 
Knowledge : only this we k5ow, that he may 
do what he will with his own 5 and will do aU 
ways^ what he fees to be wifeft and beft.. 

Nor is the Perfuafion of God's enlightening 
and affifting Men to perform their Duty, a No- 
tion ftarted in thefe later Ages of the World ; 
jbut^ frorn early Times, the beft and moft con- 
M 4 fidcrate^ 
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fiderate^ even of the HeathenSj have held and 
taught this Doftrine; and all Men every wlwre 
implicitly own it, by offering up Prayers to 
Heaven for piredlion, how they fliould ad for 
Help and Succefs in their Attempts; of which 
Prayers the Faith of a divine Interpodtson is 
the only poflible Ground, Thefe Things, put 
together* muft furely, at leaft, prepare us to 
receive more readily, and with more intire Con-» 
Udence in it, that fuller Lighti of which I 
liow proceed 

II, To give fome Account from Scripture, 
There we are taught, that human Nature ii 
corrupt and degenerate, and no longer able to 
iland alone againft the Temptations which it-* 
felf breeds I and yet lefs when they are ftrength-. 
ened by the SuggdUons of wicked Men^ and 
of cur Adv^fary the Devil, ^Aq as a roaring 
Ijion ^valketb about ^ fe^Ung wbom be may de^ 
vour^; That therefore our Maker, who fHll 
requires Obedience from his Creatures, and 
yet doth not require Impoflibilities, hath from 
the Beginning firiven with the bad*, and in^ 
JiruSled * zndi eJiabHJbed^ the good, by bis Spirit 
wit bin tbm^i though it wa$ more abundantly 

^ I Pet. V. a. * Qen. vi. 3, * Nch. ix. 20. 

po»rjjd 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SERMON IX. 185 

poured forth, when the Gofpel was publifhed : 
from which wc learn, that except a Man h 
torn of Water and the Spirit^ he cannot enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven*: That by the 
Spirit of Adoption^ ^ changing our Nature and 
Ccmdition, wc are intitled, through Faith in 
Chrijiy to call God our Father ; And that if 
wtfe^ being evil^ know bow to give good Gifts unto 
Mr Children j much more fball our Father in 
Heaven give the Holy Spirit to them that ajh 
him^. Now in this Declaration our bklTed 
Redeemer evidently means, not giving his mi* 
raculous Powers (which few in Proportion ever 
had, and perhaps none ever prefumed to re^ 
queft for themfelves) but his faving Graces ; 
which, to ufe the preceding Words, every one^ 
thatfeekethf fndeth j and which anfwcr in the 
fpiritual Life, to Bread in the natural. Ac** 
cordingly St. Paul^ in the Conclufion of his 
fecond Epiftle to the Corinthians, prays, that 
the Fellowjbip or Communion^ the Communica^ 
tion of the Bleffings, of the Holy Gboft^ may 
he with them dll^ as well as the Grace of our 
Jaord Jefus Chrifi^ and the Love of God. Cer- 
tainly this means, not a Benefit peculiar to « 
few in the primitive Days, but an Influencq 

% Jplin Ui. J. » Rim. viii. 15. > Luke xL 13. 
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from the bleffed Spirit on the Soul, of which 
every true Believer in every Age might partake. 
Thus then the Holy Ghoft is given to all 
Chriftians. And, as we are taught in the fame 
Scriptures niore particularly, ht opens our Un-^ 
derjiandings^ and Hearts\ that we may difcern 
our loft Condition, by Sin original and adual j 
may attend to the Offers of the Gofpel, and 
know the things that are freely given us ^ 
God\ He alfo inclines our Souls, not only to 
embrace, but obey the Truth ". Such as com- 
ply with his Motions, he /if^^j^ "^ uniformly 
on to their Maturity in Goodnefs, to the Mea- 
Jure of the Stature of the Fulnefs of Chrifi\ 
Thofe v^ho deviate from the right Way, he 
brings back**; by reprefenting, partly the 
Terrors of Religion, partly the Mercies ; re* 
news them in the Spirit (f their Minds^y and 
forms them again to the Image of God. 
In this Manner he condudls the whole Flock 
of Chrift ; helps their Infirmities in their Devo^p 
tions, making Intercejion within them* I enables 
them to proft by the Ordinances appointed for 
them'; teaches them all Things^ which they 

Jt Luke XXIV. 45. ' A£ls xvi. 14, " i Cor. ii. 12. 

« I P^t. i. 2. «2. " » Rom. viii. 14, Gal. v. 18. 

P Eph. iv.' 13. ^ Pf. cxix, 176. ' Eph, iv. 23. 

• Rom. viii. 26. « I Cor. wL 7. 
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need to know "* ; in every Afflidlon and Temp* 
tation makes his Grace fnfficient for them^. Pro- 
portionably as they ufe thefe Advantages well, 
ht Jills them with the Fruits of the Spirit j which 
are in all Goodnefs and Righteoufnefs and Trutb"^: 
and thus is prefent with them, and dwells in 
them continually more and more, fo that they 
grow up, to ufe the Apoftle's Expreffions, into 
Temples of the Holy Ghojl, Habitations of God 
through the Spirit^. 

Not that all good Chriftians have an equal 
Senfe, or equal Share, of this Happinefs. For 
though they muft feel, with fome Degree of 
Comfort, the good Difpofitions which the Holy 
GholT: hath wrought in them ; yet Fears and 
Doubts concerning their fpiritual State may, at 
Times efpecially, prevail : and the befl Per- 
fons, through miftaken Opinion, or conftitu- 
tional Lownefs of Spirits, think too ill of them- 
felvesj as the worft People often think too 
well, and have lively Perceptions of groundlefs 
Confidence. It is not therefore by our inward 
Enjoyments, but our Obedience, that we are 
to judge of our Condition. However, gene- 
rally fpeaking, in thofe of confirmed Goodnefs, 

" I John u. 20. ^7. "^ z Cor. xii. 9. 

»Eph. V. 9. Phil. i. II. y I Cor. V!. 19. Eph, ii. 21, 2%. 
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the Spirit bears witnefs powerfully with their 
Spirit^ makes the Teftimony of their Con- 
fciencc clear and ftrong, that they are the ChiU 
dren qf God^. And hence arifes that Jcy^ in 
the Holy Ghoji* the Comforter, which is a Fore- 
tafte of heavenly Happinefs ; that Affurance of 
God's Favour, which is called, in Scripture, 
hcing/eakd with the Spirit ofPromi/e, the Ear^ 
neji of our Inheritance^. 

And now, having feen what Reafon and 
Scripture teach in this Matter, it will be Time 
to enquire, 

III. Whether fad Experience doth not con- 
tradia both. For it will be faid. Who is there, 
thatfe^ls any other Principle moving within him, 
than the natural Workings of his own Mind ? 
And it muft be owned, that the Generality of 
Men, at leaft, have no fuch Perception of any 
fecret Impulfes upon them, as can make it cer- 
tain, that the Spirit of God is the Author of 
them, any otherwife than as we know, that 
every good Gift is from above ^. Yet fometimes 
a religious or virtuous Thought (hall prefent it* 
felf to us fo very fuddenly and feafonably, that 
we cannot but have a more particular Perfuafion^ 

* Rom. viii. i6, « Rom. xiv. 17, * EfA.L 13, 14. 
« James i 17. 
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if we rcftcdl at all, of its proceeding immedi- * 
ately from a gracious invifible Power. But 
were this otherwife : we every Day fee Per- 
fons influenced by their Fellow- Creatures, and 
ftrongly too, without perceiving it in the leaft. 
And is not our Creator infinitely abler to do the 
fame Thing ? Our Saviour argues very juftly t 
l*Ae Wind bigwetb where it lijieth^ and thou 
heareji the Sound thereof^ hut canjl not tell whence 
it Cometh J and whither it goeth : fo is every one 
that is born of the Spirit **. The very Motion 
of the Air is much too fubtle to have its Courfc 
and the Manner of its Operations minutely 
traced ; yet its EfFeds are very manifeft, and 
very great. Thus likewife the Spirit of God, 
though it be invifible, is yet powerful in its 
Movements, producing fuch Changes in the 
H^art, as nothing elfe can. 

But it may be urged, that even of thefe 
EfFe^s there is by no Means the Evidence, 
*which might be expedled. Many Perfons arc 
as bad, as they well can be : and few, if any, 
fo good, as they eafily might be : where then • 
fs the Proof of thofe heavenly Influences, 
which are to reform the one Sort and perfect the 
other ? Now we ihould remember, that 
throughout the Difpenfatibns of God towards 

^ John iii. S. 
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rational Cfeatures, he in no Cafe cfoth fo muck 
as he can ; for doing lefs is more properly 
fuited to their Make, As we have not by 
Nature a fuiBcient Powers he is ready to add to 
it. But as we have by Nature fome Power^ 
of taking preliminary^ though of themfelves 
inefFeftual Steps towards Amendment, he rc-» 
quires we fliould firft exert that : and ordina- 
rily will make our Behaviour the Meafure of 
his, own : though fometimes t&at be may Jhew 
the exceeding Riches of his Grace % he extends 
uncommon Degrees of it to very great Sinners4 
Our Saviour therefore, when in thp Text he 
promifes the Holy Spirit to his Difciples, doth 
it only on the Condition, that, with the 
Strength which they already had, they kept his 
Commandments : and tells them that the reft of 
the World cannot receive this Comfort er^ becaufe 
it feet h him noty neither knoweth him; they turn 
their Eyci; from the Light, and harden them- 
felves againft feeling Cpnvidion. Yet even fuch 
he treats, by his Spirit, for fome time, in the 
Manner, which himfelf defcribes : Behold^ IJiand 
at theDoor^ and knock. If any Man hear my Voice, 
and open the Door, I will come in to him ^ But 
if Men refji the Holy Ghojl % grieve him ^^ and 

*= Kph. il. 7, f Rev. iii, ao. « Afts vii. 51. >» Eph. iv. 30, 
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dodeffite to him ^ no Wonder^ if at laft he 
depart^ and leave them to the Sin and Mifery, 
which they have chofen. For into a malici- 
ous Soul Wifdom Jhall not enter 5 nor dwell in the 
Body J that isfubjeSi unto Sin. The Holy Spirit • 
of Difcipline will Jlee Deceit i and remove from 
Thoughts J that are without Underjianding : 
and will not abide j, when Unrighteoufnefs comet b 



tn • 



They then, vfho are refolute in Wickednefs, 
can hope for no Experience of our Saviour's Pro- 
mife: and for the fame Reafon, fuch a§ are ir- 
refolute in Goodnefs, can exped: but little. For 
the .Rule, fo often repea^ted in the Gofpel, is, 
notwithftaqding its firft Appearance, very rea- 
fonable : Unto him^ that hathj fhall be given ^ 
andhefhall have more Abundance : but whofo-^ 
ever hath not^ even that he hath^ JJoall be taken 
from him ' : to all, who receive and ufe the 
Grace of God, it fhall be continually increafed; 
and from all, who repell and rejedl it, gradually 
withdrawn. If therefore Perfons, in fome 
Mcafure well-rneaning, too often feel, and 
confequently believe, feiarce any Thing of the 
good Fruits of the Spirit; the Reafon is plain : 

iHeb.X.29. kWifd. 1,4,5. 

^ Matth. xiii. 12. xxv. 29. Mank iv. 25. Luke viii. 18. 
xix. 26, ' 
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either they ncgleft thcmfelves, in one Part or an- 
other of their Conduit j or they truft to them* 
fclves, and negleft God 5 of both which Errors 
he will convince them. But if^ by joyning 
carneft Prayer with diligent Watchfulnefs, w^ 
draw nigh unto Himi be will food draw nigb 
unto us ", and pour out bis Spirit upon us "* 
Indeed the very different Effects, that we (hall 
find^ both in ourfelves and others^ from a<fling 
in Confidence of mere human Strength, and re- 
lying on the Power of the* Divine Grace, is 
Prodf fufficient from Experience, that the 
Caufe, which produces that Difference^ is a 
mofl real and mofl efficacious one« Let us 
therefore now proceed, 

IV* To the Inferences from, attd Ufes of 
this Doctrine : which are, that we be thankful 
for fo great a Bleiling, and careful to impit>vo 
by it. 

I * That we be thankfuL Indeed the natural 
Powers, which we have, arc all of them the 
gracious Gifts of a good God* But when thefe 
were fo weakened and perverted, as fhey are 
by the Fall of Adam and our own TranfgrcP 
fions, then to provide for fupplying th^r 
Defeds and redifying their Diforders, by daily 

«Jamc«iv.8* »Pro7. L23. 

i Offers 
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Offdrs of fuch Light and Strength, as w-e daily 
want, inftead of leaving us tbourfelves, as we 
deferred ; this is more abmidant Grace : and* 
rtiakes our Sittiation- in- fbmc Refjjefts better, 
tfian that, from whence our firflf Parents fell. 
Corifcioufilel^' of gneat Strength is very apt to* 
lead air I^erfons^ as probably it led' Them, into* 
*iiforefeen Dangers : which the more! we def-' 
pifc, the more eafily they overcome us. At^ 
Ifeaft, it feldom fails to give us an Eftecm of 
and Confidence in ourfclves> very unfuitable to 
the Condition' of a- Creature. Even in* our 
prefent State, we are flrangcly inclined- to^ 
diink too highly of our good Qualities j and to 
forget, that ivAatever 'Vde have, -we have received''. - 
How much more then fliould we do it, if our 
liative Poverty were not fo evident in itfelf, 
and fo clearly taiight in God's Word ? 

But further : the Doftrine of Grace is ay 
powerful a Guard againft Defpair, as againfti 
Pride. Had our natural Abilities been much 
greater than they are, and fully fufficient ta 
refift every ordinary Temptation : yet, had- . 
thefc been our whole Ground of Hope ; when 
any Trial of Uncommon Difficulty befell us, they 
could not have increafed in Proportion to it, 
• I Cor* iv. 7, 

Vol.. VIL " N but 
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but muft halve funk under it. Whereas now 
we are fure^ that as our Danger is^ fo (hall ouc 
Strength be : that Godisfaithful, who will not 
fuffer us to be tempted above ni^hat we are able ^ 
but willf with the Temptation^ make a Way t^ 
efcape '. Moft gladly therefore, with Su Paul, 
may we glory in our Infirmities, fince iis Grace 
is Sufficient for us, and his Strength is made per- 
feSt in our Weaknefs ^ z and moft chearfuUy may 
we fet ourfelves to work out our own Salvation*, 
Jince it is He, that works in us, both to will and 
to do, of his good Pleafure \ Let us often con* 
fider then, what Thankfulnefs it deferves, 
that God's Holy Spirit is thus adtive for our 
Benefit : and at the fame Time let us always 
remember, by whom this Blefling is procured 
for us : I will pray the Father, and hefiall give, 
you another Comforter. The Interceflion of out; 
bleflcd Lord, founded on his Sacrifice of him- 
felf to divine Juftice in our ftead, this is the 
Channel, through which Grace is derived from 
the Fountain of all Good ; and a lively Faith 
in him is the only Way of opening our Hearts 
to receive the falutary Streams of it. But then, 
as Faich without Works is dead ', we muft be 

p 1 Cor. X. 13. *» 2 Cor. xii. 9. ' Phil. ii. 12, 13. 

* James ii. 20. 

fure. 
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IkrCi carefully to improve this invaluable Gift. 
It was art ancient and ufeful Precept of Philo- 
fophy^ that Men fhould leafn to reverence 
theinfelved^ arid their own ConfcicnceS. If 
this were riot fufficient to keep wrong Inclina^ 
tions in awe ; it was further direfted^ that they 
jfhould imagine they were adling iri the Pre- 
fence of fomc venerable Perfon^ whom they 
would be aihamed to have fee their Wicked-* 
nefs arid their Folly; Such as had perfeder 
Notions of ThingSi tvent yet farther ; zod 
taught Meri, that in fdl^ which they thought 
and did, they were under the Eye of an infinite-^ 
Ijr juft and holy Beings the Maker/ Lord amj 
Judge of all; It may feem, that this Confide*- 
ration is the Very vtreighticft^ that poflibly can 
be. And yet it will ftrike us with an additional 
Awe, if we refleft moreovfcr/ that in coramitV 
ting Sin, we aft not only againft his known 
Will hfefore his Face^ but againft his Oounfel 
and Command at that very time given us : that 
he is not pnly a Witncfs of the good Thoughts 
and SuggeAions that we rejedl; but Ijfimfelf tbqi 
Author of them : that when our Hearts td^ xj9 
We arc 4oing 111; it is not their Voice merely^ 
but that of the Almighty fpeaking to us ip^ 
Wardly^ that we difregard. Seldom do we fail 
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in any great Inftancc of our Duty, but £oToe^ 
thing within at the Inftant reproachesxus with* 
doing wrong. Were this nothing butoui; own. 
Judgement, we fhould be highly bkmeable^ 
for contradidting it. But what Conviction, 
mufl we fe^U when we know it is indeed^ the 
Spirit of God^ and: rcfled, how often, how 
\^ilfully, how. con temp tuoufly, we have dif- 
obcyed: fuch a. Monitor ! ^ The Epiftle to the 
Hebrews exhorts them : Be, nQtforgetful to eiv- 
tertain^ Strangers : for thereby fome have enter '^ 
tained Angels U9iamares\ Much ftronger is 
the Argument, why we fhould admit and 
embrace, every pious and. virtuous Impulle and^ 
Suggcftion : for this is receiving into our Soub 
a greater than Angels, the Holy Ghoft himfelf. 
Let U8. therefore humbly invite this di\rine 
Gueft to dwell with us, and ever open our 
Hearts to his heavenly Infpirations : which, 
as they will never prompt ^us. to any Thing, 
but what JRc^fon or Scripture plainly dilates; . 
and, by that .one Mark, are eafily diitinguilhed 
from every falfe Pretence to the Spirit ; fo they 
vill effeftually enable us, and they alone can, 
%0 pcrfcyere in our Duty.againft all Tempta- 
tions; they will fill us with Comfort under 

' Heb. xiii. 2» 

all 
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all Affliftions ; daily improve ijs in all Virtue 
and Godlinefs of livings and make us at Length 
pompletely meet for the bjefled Inberitanpe of the 
§ainfs in Ijigbt ". 

tt pol. 1, 12. I 
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Gal. v. 22, 23. 

But the Fruit of the Spirit is Love^ Joy^ Peace^ 
Long" Sufferings Gentlenefs, Goodnefs^ Faiths 
Meeknefs^ Temperance : againji fuch there is 
no LaWf 



THESE Words, even at the firft Read- 
ing of them, prefent to us a very en- 
gaging Dcfcription of the Good EfFefts of the 
Spirit of God on the Hearts of Chriftians : and 
confequcntly fet before us a Subjeft extreniely 
proper for our Attention at this Time; when 
we celebrate the EfFufion, not only of his Mi- 
raculous Gifts, but of his faving Graces : the 
former of which were no more than the Means 
offprcadingthe Gofpel; thcNlatter, one of the 
N 4, great 
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great Ends attained by if: the one, temporary jf 
the other, perpetual. 

But to apprehend the Defign of St. Paul in 
this Paflage more completely, it will be requifitc 
to hear in our Minds -his principal* Intention 
throughout the Epiftle : which was to prove, 
that Believers in Chrift were not bound to ob- 
ferve the Law of Mofes i nor allowed, if they 
did obferve it, to confider that as the Ground 
of their Acceptance with God. Thefe indeed 
are Points, concerning which we at prefent 
are fully fatisfied : and therefore maypoffihly 
wonder at his taking fo much P^ins to jclear 
theriji up. But Men were then very genecally, 
and fomewhat naturally, inclined to the con- 
trary Dodlrine : that Law being confeflcdly of 
Divine Inftitution; and our Saviour and his 
Apoftles, and all the firft Converts to Chrifti- 
anity, having kept it with great Regard. Con- 
fider alfo, thati^on theQueflion, whether it was 
to b^ kept ftill, the Pradice, not only of that, 
but of every fucceeding Age, greatly depended. 
For even we of this muft have born the Yoke 
of all the Jewifh eeremomeis, and retained all 
the Statutes of the Jewifli Commonwealth, 
had*it been at firft decided, that they continued 
obligatory. Nay, in a yet more importaiit re- 
'^••;' '2 >"••;• ^ • iped^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



§ E R M O N K. aoi 

^ped: umift the Temper and Sfurk of our Rdi- 
gioa Jiave been diiFerent from what it is ; had 
we either expe(fkd to be juilified hy the Works 
.pf our own Righteouihefs in fulfilling God's 
Law, as mo£t of the Jey^s did ; which muil 
have nouriftied within u« a Pharifaical Pride, 
inflead of Chriftian Humility : or had we been 
convinced, as we ealily might, that dur befi 
W^rks cannot endure the Severity of God's Judge-- 
ment ^i and yet had been left to look for eter- 
nal Jvife from Precepts, whi9h we obeyed fo 
imperfedly, that they could only condemn us, 
iaftead of refting our Hopes on Him alone, 
who came to fave us. You will eafily infer, 
that our miftake would be equally fatal, were 
we now to truft foldy to our Chriilian good 
Deeds, as if we had trufted in the Jewifh. It 
was therefore with great Reafon, and great 
Benefit to the Faithful of all Timers, that St,* 
Pi/^/ dwelt fo much on thefe Points, in fo many 
of his Epiftles, as he did. For in moft h« 
hath inculcated them more or Icfs i though in 
none fo earncilly throughout, as in that before 
WS. ' \ 

But then, as the Law of Mcfes confifted not 
only of religious Ceremonies, and Rules of 

a Art. xu. 

Civil 
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Civil Government, but moral Duties likewifti 
and all thefe had been obfcrvcd together on the 
fame Footing : to convince Men, that the two 
former were defigned to fubfift no longer, and 
yet prcferve a due Regard to the laft, was an 
Affair of* the utmoft Difficulty, but notwith- 
ftanding of abfolute Neceffity. And therefore 
as foon as ever he had alTerted to the Galatians 
the Liberty y w herewith Chrift had made thetii 
free^ and exhorted them, in the Beginning of 
this Chapter, to Jland faft in it; he qujickly 
proceeds to confine it, vcr. 13, within its pro- 
per Bounds, by fubjoining. Only ufe not Liberty 
for an Occqfion to the Plejh : that is, to any 
wicked Purpofe. For our Propenfities to Siqi 
are frequently expreffed in Scripture by the 
Word, Flejhy becaufe they arife from our pre* 
fent fallen State in this mortal Body: as, on 
the contrary, our Difpofitions to good are dif- 
tinguiflied by the Name, Spirit^ becaufe they 
proceed from the Spirit of God j and perhaps 
in Part alfo, becaufe they are approved by the 
Spirit or Reafpn of our own Minds. Thus he 
oppofes them in two Verfes after : IValk in tie 
Spirit^ and ye Jhall not fulfill the Lufis of tU 
Flefh, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



« E R M O N X. soj 

feut fuch general Terms, though veiy ufcful 
on Account of their Comprehcnfivenels, ir^ 
liable to be miiapplied, or pafled over with too 
little Attention. And therefore, that no one 
plight be ignoraotof his own State, fince every 
Thing is beft kop^n by what it doth and pro- 
duces, he lajrs before them a Catalogue, firft, 
of ff^orks of the Flejh, then, in the Text, of 
Fruits of the spirit : for he will not honour 
with the latter Name the unfruitful iVorks of 
Darknefs \ The former, he faith, are nfaniT 
feft : it being eafy for Peribns themfelves, and 
all about them, to fee, if they are grofsly 
wicked. But whether indeed we are truly 
good^ is a Matter much lef§ obvious ; but of too 
great Confequencd, both to our Diredion and 
pur Comfort, not to l>e examined with thp 
moft accurate Care4 

For this Pjirpofe then I /hall at prefent cut 
deaVour, 

I, To explain, as far as is neceflary, the Nar 
ture of the fevend Virtues, mentiojied in the 
Text : 

IL To {hew in what Senfe, and how far^ 
f|iev are the Fruity of the Spirit : 
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III. To lay before you the Meaning md fm? 
|X3irtaiice of that Expreffioa, that againji fy^b 
tbert is n^ Law. 

J. To expkiti the Nature of the feveral Vir- 
tues mentioned in the Tf xt : where probably 
the Apoftle did not intend to fnake out a cqiij- 
'plete Lift of Chriftian Graces 5 but to Ipecify 
thofe only, qn which it wafe moft ncceflary tq 
fix the Minds of the Perfons, to whom he 
wrote. The reft would be underftood by Parity 
of Reafon, or further Inftrudion, if they were 
Dot already : and had they been all crowded to- 
gether, the Multiplicity would have diftraiSed 
their Thoughts too much. 

Now the Duties, of which Mankind in ge*- 
ncral want to be reminded the ofteneft, ahd of 
which the Galatians particularly wanted to be 
reminded then, were thofe of kind and chari- 
table Difpofitions and Behaviour, one tows^rds 
another. They were engaged in a warm Dif- 
pute Upon the Queftion, which I began with 
^ncntioning. Each Side woujd be ia Danger, 
as is always the Cafe, of ufing the Oppofite ill : 
the judaizing, which was the major Part,, of 
treating the Advocates for Liberty, as prophanc 
Pnemies to the Law of Mo/es ; thefe, of treat- 
ing them in return, a» Tyrants, and Impofcrs 
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of a Y«ke unneceflary and hurtful • But Chriffi- 
'anity requires Meeknefs towards all Men;, 
efpecially to fuch. as do wrong through Error 
of Judgementi be it ever fo greatly. And there-* 
fbr« St4 Paul, after charging as ntany^ as were 
perfuaded of their Liber ty^ fo to (land fad in.it, 
ft^ not to abufe it, points out^ in the very next 
Words, that Abufe, againft which it was mcrfb 
needful to guard: But by Loveferve one another.. 
Suitably to this, the fame Virtue? ftands firfb 
In the Catalogue, with which the Text pre- 
fcnts us : where it might indeed comprehend; 
Love to God, the Jirji and great Commandment'' y 
but, by what precedes and follows, appears ra«- 
ther to (ignify Love to our Fellow-Creatures* 
Now this Duty needs but little Explanation. 
We all know it confifts in Good- Will to every 
one, to be fliewn, fo far as we have Opportu- 
nity, by every Method which is confiftent with 
odier. Obligations ; and in good Opinion and 
Efteem of every one> fo far as they give us a 
juft Ground for it : which Virtues would fo 
cfFeftually direct us right in the whole of our . 
mutual Behaviour, that the Apoftle hath, with 
very good Reafon, aflured us, but a few Verfes 
before, that all the Law^ meaning all which 

« Matt. xxii. 38. 

relates 
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• 

relates to fecial Conduit, is fulfilled in one ff^oraf 
J'boujhalt love thy Neighbour as tbjfelf^. 

However, placing the fame Objed in Various 
Lights gives a fuller View of ca^h Part of it : 
This therefore he proceeds to do; And the firft 
View, in which he reprefentS Love^ is exprefled 
by the Word^ Joy. Now if the former be un- 
derftood to comprehend Love to Godj thelat^ 
ter will very naturally fignify, (as it clfewherc 
doth) taking Pleafure in the Perfuafion of his 
prefent and future Favour. But if the one btf 
confined to our Fellow-GreatureSi the other 
muft alfo : and then it will mean, delighting in 
their Good, fpiritual and temporal j fiiitably to 
the Charader, given in another Ppiftle of C^^- 
r//y, the fame Wofd with X(?w in the Original,' 
that it rejoiceth not in Iniquity , but ryoicetb in 
the Trutb^', and to that Dpferiptionr 6f the 
Kingdom of God, as ruling in the Heart, which 
a third Epiftle exhibits Xo us, that it confifts in 
Kighteoufnefs and Peace and Joy in the Holy 
Ghofi^ ', that is, in the Communications, which 
he hath made, of his Gifts and Graces, to 
others, as well as to owrfelves : the very oppo-^ 
fite Temper to thofe EnvyingSp that are cnume- 

* Gal. r. 14. « t Cor. xiii. 6. ' Aom. xiv. %j, 
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rated, juft before the Text, amongft the Works 
of the Flefi. 

The Word, Peace^ alfo, which follows next, 
may fignify Peace with God, and confequently 
within our own Breads: but is determined by 
the others on each Side, rather to fignify, princi- 
pally if not folely, a peaceable Temper and 
Condudt towards all around us. Long-Suffer^ 
ing too, fometimes means Patience under Af- 
fliiSions : but here, more efpecially under Pro- 
vocations and Injuries. Gentlenefsj Goodnefs, 
and Meeknefsy are Virtues, which Men, how 
little focver they pra£tife them, underftand very 
well, and therefore need not have explained 
to them. 

Faith indeed is a more ambiguous Term* 
Moft commonly it jienotes a Perfuafion, fpe- 
culative or pradical, of Divine Truths: the 
latter of which is the Foundation, both of our 
Obedience to God, and of our Acceptance with 
him. But fometimes it relates td what pafTes 
among(l Men in Society : and thus it fignifies 
Faithfulnefs ; or fuch a Principle, as we may 
fecurely have Faith in, and Dependance upon : 
which it m^y very well fignify here ; for no- 
thing is of greater Importance in human Af- 
fairs. And yet, as the Apoftle feems intent 

on 
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on recounting tfie good-natured, rather tftait 
the merely ufefiil Virtues, Faith, or Bfellfefy 
may mean* m the Text, if ever it doth rfny 
where clfe, due Readinefs to be perfuadfed of 
what makes in Favour of Perfons : as v^t are 
told of Charity, in that Dcfcription of it, which* 
I juft now mentioned, that itAelievetA allTAHigs^ 
Bopeth all things. 

The only remaining Virtue is T^efnperance^ 
or Self-Command. For the original Word is 
by no Means fo confined, as that, by whiehr 
we tranflate it, is in commofn Ufe : but extendi 
to the governing, and preferving within its pro-- 
per Bounds, every Movement of our Hearts, 
not only towards Pleafure, but Wealth, Ho- 
nours, Refentment, any Thing indeed, which 
can either intice or provoke us to aft injurioufly- 
Now in this general Senfc it moft fitly con-- 
eludes and completes the Lift. For, whatever 
good Inclinations we may have, we fhall fail 
greatly of being fuch as we ought in the Com- 
munity of Mankind, if we indulge any mif- 
chievous ones along with them. And thofe, 
which are called the gay Vices, produce as 
great, perhaps greater and acatcr Mifcry^ in the 
World, than downright Malice : nay, the Ir- 
regularities, by which Men are- faid to hurt no^ 

ojie. 
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one> but themfelves, always hurt many bc- 
fidcs. Or could thcfe Things be otherwife^ 
which they cannot : the Defign of Religion is 
to prevent all Hurt, to ourfelves> as well as 
others : to make us happy^ as well as harm- 
lefs ; happy in the next Life^ as well as the 
prefent. And we fhall never be either, but by 
thcPraftice of thofe Virtues, which, the Apo- 
ftle here tells us, are the Fruits of the Spirit* 
I ihall now proceed, 

IL To fhew you, in what Sertfe, arid how 
far, they arcfuch. 

As, in feveral Places oi the New Tefliment, 
the Word, Flejh, denotes the Law of Mofes^ a. 
great Part of ^Nhichjiood bnly in carnal Ordi^ 
nances * ; fo the Spirit likewife often denotes 
the purer and fublimer Dilpenfation of the 
Gofpel ^ : which is alfo faid, more than once, 
to yield or bring fbHh FrUit * ; and Undoubtedly 
the fame Fruit with that in the Tf xt. But, in 
this Chapter, the Word, Flep, hafh plainly, 
as I have obferved to you, a vdry bad Senfe i 
and cannot pofllbly figrtify the Law ; riot the 
Works of the FleJI^, the Works of the Law : 
nor confequently catt the Spirit^ Which is thd 

? Heb. ix. lo. ^ Gall. iii. 3. ^Mark iv. 8. Col. i. 6. : 
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oppofitc Term, fignify here the Dodrines or 
Precepts rf Chriftianity. Some therefore, un- 
derftanding rightly by the Flejh a finful Difpo^ 
fitiorij. have underftood by the Spirit merely a 
Chriftian one; and by the Fruits (ftbe Spirit^ 
the Effedls of that Difpofition* But indeed the 
good Qualities, which you have heard explain- 
ed, are the feveral Parts, not the Effeds of a 
Chriftian Temper : and to call them the Fruit> 
which it bears ; when they are indeed the In- 
gredients, of which it is compofcd, would 
furely be» an improper Manner of Speaking. 
Others again> hy the Spirit uridcrftand only the 
rational Principle within us. And by that Name 
indeed the Scripture often calls it. But then 
the Scripture never afqrlbes Chriftian Virtues 
and Graces to human Reafon alone,, as the 
produdiive Cauie of them. So that, after all^ 
the common Interpretation is mu<4i the beft. 
The Spirit meant is the Spirit of God : our bad 
Qualities are from ourfelves i our good ones 
from above Our Saviour hath told us, that 
as the Branch cannot bear Fruit ofitfelf^ except 
it abide in the Vine : no more can we, except we 
abide in Him ^. And as our Union to Him, and 
Entrance into the Kingdom of God, or Gofpel 
* John XV. 4. 

> 1 State^ 
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State, is firft made by bqng born of Water and 
f>f the Spirit^ *y elfc where called theWajhing of 
'Regeneration^ and Renewing of the Holy Ghoji'^i 
{q it is, through thefzmc Spirit, dwelling in us f 
that M^c rauft ever after mortfy the Deeds of the 
Body % and> be ftrtngthened with Might in- the 
inner Man"*. Every Chriftiaji Virtue therefore 
proceeds from the Fello'wjhip or Communion of 
the Holy Gboft^i the Communication and par- 
taking of his Influences. For fany Man have 
not the Spirit of Chrift, he is none of His "^^ 
And isis we ought to pray for the Hofy Spirit^ 
which cw/"- heavenly leather "will give to them^ 
that ajk him': we mufl alfo be duly thankful 
for the Gift ^ and afcribe the good Adlions, 
that wc are able to do, not to ourfelves, but 
to the Grace of God which is with us\ We 
are notfujicient to think any 'Thing, as of our^ 
fehis : hut our Sufficiency is ofGod\ 

We have indeed originally more or lefs of 
right Difpofition, either remaining in us not- 
withftanding the Fall, or reftored to Mankind 
after it, which prompts us to many imperfed: 
Inftances of right Bchavlbur ; whence the Apo- 



' John iii. V. 


» Tit ill. 5. 


« Rom. viii. 13. 


• Eph. ill |6. 


P 2 Cor. xiii. 14. 


<i Rom. viii. 9. 


' Luke xi. 13. 


» 1 Cor. XV. 10. 


< 2 Cor. iii. 5. 
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ftle fpeaks of the Gentiles^ as doing by Nature 
the I'hings contained in the Law"". But then we 
muft remember, firft, that this and all our 
Powers are the Gift of God; and fecondly, 
that the beft of our natural Powers do not ena- 
ble iis to fulfil duly the Law of Chrift, with-^ 
out the inward Motions of the Holy Spirit : 
as on the other Hand, His Motions may prove 
inefFeftual too, if we refiji "" or quench * them ; 
if we negle(3; to work out our own Salvation 
with the Strength, which he gives us, inftead 
of being encouraged to it, as we, certainly 
ought, by his Working in us both to will and 
to do\' 

Our own Endea,vours then being ftill riecef- 
fary ; and, if ufed in humble Dependence on 
God, certain of Sucpefs ; there can be no Ob- 
}e<Stion froni Reafon againft thisDodlrine. Nor 
is it any real one from Experience, that we 
have feldom, if at all, an immediate and dif- 
tinft Perception of thefe Influences. For our 
Fellow- Creatures influence us often very ftrong* 
ly, without our perceiving it: much more then 
may the Almighty. And'th^t the Operations 
of his Power in the Works of Grace fliouldbe 

tt Rom. ii. 14, "^ Aasvii. 51. « , Thcff. v. 19. 

y Phil. ii. 12, 13. 
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fecret and filent artd commonly gradual, is by 
ho means improbable, fince they are fo in the 
Works of Nature. This gives Occafion in 
each for the Thoughtlefs to forget God 5 but 
for the Confiderate to admire him the more : 
who by a flow and imperceptible Progrefs, for 
the moft Part, brings to Perfedlion the Fruits 
of the Spirit J as he doth thofe of the Earth; 
and the former, if due Cultivation be not want- 
ing, with infallible Succefs ; filling the Heart 
of the Chriftian always, as well as of the Huf- 
bandman ufually, with Food and Gladnefs'^., 
How very great Caufe far Gladnefs a Senfe-of 
being filhd with thefe Fruits of Righteoufnefs 
affords Men, will appear from proceeding 

III. To lay before you the Meaning and Im- 
portance of that Expreffion in the Text, that 
againjifucb there is no Law. 

Of thefe Words it is a very true Senfe, that 
the Pradtifers of the Gofpel Virtues have gene* 
rally fpeaking nothing to fear from human 
Laws : and a very material Senfe, confidering 
what fevere Punifhments are frequently Incurred 
by the contrary Vices : on which Account St^ 
Peter ]u^\y alks. Who is he that will harm you^ 

» A6ls xiv. 17, 
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^ ye be Follcywers of that which isg^cki*? But 
this, though a right Meaning in itfelf, comes 
far ihort of the Apof^les Meaning : which i«, 
that whereas the Law of Nature requires Obe- 
4ience^ without giving any Certainty of Pardon 
and Acceptance on whatever Terms, after dif- 
obeying ; and the Law of Mofes Mng added^ 
becaufe of T^ranfgreffions ^ that is, partly to con^ 
vincc Men of their Tranfgrcflions, partly to re- 
ftrain them from tran^relCng* increafed both 
the Number of Duties and the Fear of Puniih-p 
nient, but afforded only obfcure Hopes, cither 
of Affiftancc or Forgivenefs; the G^lpel of 
Chrift was revealed, in God's dpe Time, ta re- 
lieve Mankind, on mod equitable Conditions, 
from the Rigour of the other two : fupplying 
the Promife of Mercy after Failures, taking off 
the heavy Yoke of ritual Obferyances, pro- 
ducing in Men the good Pifpqfitions required ; 
and exprefsly afluring them, that a perfeft Obe- 
dience would not be expedled> but a faithful 
^nd fincere one be fufficient, in order to obtain 
eternal Happinefs. Againjlfuch therefore, as 
thus poffefs and exercife the fevcral Chriflian 
Graces, there is no Law. For them there is a 
Law, to direft and reward them : againft them 

• I Per. iii. 13. ^ Gal. iii. 19. 
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there is none, to featence and puniih them. 
The ftria Demand of the Covenant of Works 
is relaxed : the Burthen of the Mofaic Ordi- 
nances is removed : and the Law of the Spirit 
of Life in Chrifi J ejus bath made them free from 
the Law of Sin and Death \ Still indeed they 
are fubjedt to the. Law, which gave them this 
Freedom : they are created in Cbriji Jefus unto 
good Works ^ which Go4 bath before ordained^ 
that they Jhould walk in them *. But this the 
Apoftle confiders as a Privilege, not a^ Servi- 
tude: a Privilege, however, neceflary to be 
ufed : and therefore he expreffes very diftindtly 
the Nature of it. ^bere is no Condemnation to 
them% which are in Chrifi Jefus : who walk not 
after the Flejh, but after the Spirits For to 
be carnally minded is Death : but to befpiritu^ 
ally minded is Ljft and Peace\ 

Here then is the plain Trial of our Condi- 
tion. If we are deftitutc of the Fruits of the 
Spirit f it is bad : if we find them in our Hearts 
and Lives, we have Prpof enough of its being 
good ; tnd need never difquiet ourfelves for 
want of any other. Being able to t?ll the very 
Moment, when we became pious and virtuous 
is not material, provided we are fo now : and 
« Rom. viii, a. ^ Eph, ii. lo. « Rom, viii/ 1. ' Ibid. 6. 
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happieft of all are they, who remember not 
themfelves ever to have been otherwife. A 
Feeling of immediate and fenfible Aflurances 
of God's Favour, jfo impreffcd upon us, that 
we can certainly diftinguifh it to be of Divine 
Original from the Manner in which it afFedls 
us, may be often vbuchfafed, but is no where 
in Scripture made neceflary : and all Feelings 
are imaginary and deceitful, unlefs they beact 
eompanied with that one, which the Apoftle 
experienced and mentions : For our Rejoycing 
is this J the Tejiimony of our Confciencey that in 
Simplicity and godly Sincerity we have had our 
Converfation in the World^. Our Saviour's 
Rule, of knowing every Tree by its Fruit \ is 
the only fure Way to judge of ourfelves, as 
well as others. And though perhaps we may 
be fometimes at a Loft how to judge ; or in- 
clined, and even ftrongly, to fear the worft : 
yet, if this arife, not from prefumptuous Sins, 
or habitual Negligence, but merely from ex^ 
ceffive Humility or Weaknefs of Spirits ; a 
^jiodeft Diffidence will never hinder our future 
Happinefs, nor will a bold Pofitivenefs ever 
forward it. Good Men may be caft down, and 
bad Men elevated, without any Reafon. The 

K 2 Cor. }. 1?. * Luke vi. 44. 
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former may fee much in themfelves to diflike ; 
and yet God may fee enough of what he ap- 
proves> to accept them : they may experience 
but little Joy in ferving him; and yet walk 
more completely worthy of the Lord unto all 
Phajing ^ for doing it without the Encourage- 
ment of a prefent Reward, The latter, on the 
other Hand, may build upon groundlefs Fan- 
cies of their own, miftaking them' for Divine 
Communications : may be abfolutely confident, 
wonderfully tranfported, yet find themfelves at 
laft fatally deceived. It is not therefore by their 
Fears, or their Hopes, or their Raptures, that 
Men are to judge of their fpiritual Condition. 
Hereby y faith St. "Johriy we do know that we 
know God, if we keep his Commandments^. Lit" 
tie Children J let no Man deceive you : he that 
doth Right eoufnefsi is righteous : — He that com^ 
mitteth Sin ii of the Devil\ 

But then we fliall miferably cheat ourfelves, 
if we take that for Righteoufnefs, which is not: ^ 
or one Part of it for the Whole. If we mif- 
take a conftitutional, or pefhaps afFedted Good- 
Nature, fhewn, it may be, to Extravagance 
on feme Occafion§, and not at all on others, 
for Chriftian Love, which comprehends every 

I Col, }• ip, k I John ii. 3, * i John iii. 7, 8. 
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Aft of Juftice and Mercy : if, with ever fo cx*^ 
tenfive a Benevolence to our Fellow-Creatures, 
we fail of governing ourfelves by the Rules of 
Sobriety, Teoiperance and Chaftity, or think* 
ing of ourfelves with due Lowltnefs of Mind"^ ; 
if, with the Praftice of all thefe Duties, we 
omit the Worfhip of God our Maker, or per- 
form it without ifiward Reverence and Aflfec* 
tion, or live without an humble Senfe of our 
conilant Dependance upon Him : nay, if w^ 
pay him all the Honour, which unailifted Rea* 
ion enjoins i but wilfully rejeft or contemptu-** 
oufly flight the Dodlrines or Precepts of Reve^ 
lation, or any one of them : or if, profefling 
to receive and obferve them all, we are not care- 
ful to improve ourfelves by them into a Chrif- 
tian Frame of Mind, with refpeft both to this 
World and the next : or if, laftly, v^^ith what 
Diligence foever we may labour in every good 
Work, we are not fenfible, that we can neither 
fuccced without the AlSftance of God's Spirit, 
nor be accepted but for the Merits of his Son ; 
we muft not imagine, that he who bath pre-- 
fcribed every Article of Faith and Duty, from 
knowing them all to be neceflary in our Cafe, 
will permit us to difregard fuch of them as we 
« Phil. ii. 3- 

ihall 
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iliall ph^kp without pronouncing us unworthy 
cf the Salvation^ which he hath oSfered ; and 
infli<5ling on us the PunilhnKnts^ which he 
hath threatened. Let every one therefore thinks 
«nd think moft ferioufly, whether he is indeed 
fuch^ as God requires, in all thefe Particulars; 
and ftudy to amend, not to flatter himfelf. 

It 16 very trac, t&e Fruits of the Spirit ^ men- 
tioned in the Text, feem to be wholly moral 
Virtues, and almoft wholly thofe of mutual 
Kindnefs and Humanity. Nor will any Right-* 
nefs q£ Belief, or Fervency of Devotion, or 
Stridnefs of Life avail us, if we want fbcial 
Coodnefs, and Beneficence. But ftill thefe 
lafl:, as the Scripture mofl evidently (hews, drc 
not the only Fruits of the Spirit : and therefore 
wc muft learn to pradjife other Virtues from 
other Texts, as well ai the benevolent Virtues 
from this. It is indeed faid, that againji the 
Obfervers of thefe there is no Law. But then, 
they are fuppofed to adl confiflently ; to ob- 
ferve every thing elfe at the fame Time, that 
flands on the fame Foundation : elfe they ob- 
ferve not even thefe from the right Principle ; 
nor will they be able to obferve them, in a fuf- 
fcient Degree. Every Virtue is conneSed with 
every other : and all Virtue with Piety. For 

without 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



220 SERMON X. 

without the Love of God to excite us, and the 
Fear of God to reftrain us, and the Word of 
God to diredl us, and the Grace of God to 
flrengthen us, we fhall neither behave to our 
Fellow-Creatures, nor govern ourfelves, in a 
proper Manner, ff^bat therefore He bath joined 
together f let not us put a/under'': hut giving all 
Diligence^ add to our Faiths Virtue^ or manly 
Boldnefs in profeffing it ; and to Virtue^ Know^ 
ledge of whatever may adorn and defend it; 
and to Knowledge^ temperance i and to tempe- 
rance^ Patience \ and to Patience j Godlinefsi 
and to Godlinefsy brotherly Kindnefs towards our 
Fellow-Chriftians ; and to brotherly Kindnefs^ 
Charity towards all Men without Exception "*. 
For fo an Entrance Jloall be adminijlered unto us 
abundantly into the everjajling Kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jefus thrift ^ : to which may 
God for his Sake bring us all. Amen. 

■ Matth. XIX. 6. 02 Pet. i. 5^: 6, ;• p Ibid. ii. 
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Rom. viii. i6. 

I'he Spirit it/elf beareth Witnefs with our <S^/- 
rity that we are the Children of God. 

WHOEVER believes Religion to be 
true, and thinks with any Serioufhcfs 
concerning it, muft needs be earneftly defirous 
to find out, whether the State of his Mind, 
and the Courfe of his Life be fuch, as God ex- 
pedis and wiU reward, or forbids and will pu- 
nifli. Now this depends on two Things : an 
Acquaintance with , ourfelves, and with the 
Difpofitions of our Maker. T^be Spirit of Man, 
which is in him, knoweth the Things of a Man *.• 
and may alfo clearly fee from the Creation of the 
World the invifble things of the Author of it, 
even his eternal Power a?2d Godhead^ -, thofe At- 

* 1 Cor. lu II. * Rom. i. 20. 
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tributes of his Nature, by which his Proceed- 
ings towards his Creatures will be diredled. 
But ftill the Holy Scripture teaches, that the 
Spirit of God likewife bears a P^rt, highly ne- 
ceflary, in-the great Work of difcovering, what 
Title we have to the Mercy and Favour of 
Heaven. It will therefore be requifite to con- 
fider this important Subjed:, in the Manner 
which St. Paul hath pointed out to us in the 
Text : and for .this End I (hall endeavour to 
fhew you, 

I. What is implied in being the Children of 
God. 

II. How far our ov/n Spirit h capable of 
hearing Witnefs that we are fuch. 

III. What additional Witnefs to it the Divine 
Spirit may bear. 

\i What is implied in being the Children of 
God. 

All Beings, indued with moral Qualifica- 
tions, and the Ability of looking up to the 
Fountain of Perfedion, are in a large Senfe of 
the Word, the Children of Him, who is /i&^ 
father of Spirits ^ : being made in his Image *. 

« Heb. xLi. 9. ^ Gen. 1. 26. 
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But a^ the Capacity of refembling him is the 
very Foundation of Their Guilt, who, inftcad 
of inaproving, wear out, the Traces of this 
Ditrine Similitude : fo they alone are, to any 
beneficial Purpofe, fJbe CAi/Jren of their Father 
in Heaven % who by imitating his Holinefs and 
Goodnefs continue Objeds of his paternal Af- 
fciflion. For that all pious and virtuous Per* 
fons are thus related to hiro, our common Rea* 
fon perceives in general : but the more diftindt 
Apprehenfion of the Nature and Duties '^tid 
Benefits of this Relation we owe to Scripture. 

There we leartj, that God created Min af^ 
ter his Likenefs \ not only in refped of Righ-^ 
teoufnefs and true Holinefs^ ^ but alfo of Hap- 
pinefs and Immortality: that the lamentable, 
Tranfgrcfiion of our firft Parents forfeited, for 
themfelves and.U8> the Privileges, which de* 
pended on their Innocence : and that being all 
become by Their Fault prone to Sin, we be- 
come by our own, more or lefs adually guilty 
of it : that the Bulk of Mankind, forfaking 
God entirely, made themfelves -rf//V«/ andStran^^ 
gers * to him, and Children of that Wicked One ^ 
wbofe Suggeftions they chofe to obey, ancf 

* Matth. V. 45. i Gen. i. 26. ♦ Eph. iv, 24, 

% Eph. U. 12. ^ Mutth. xiii. 3$. 
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whofe Temper to copy. But our gracious Ma- 
ker, pitying even thofe, who were Enemies to 
him and their own Souls by wicked Works ^; and 
having fornied from the Beginning a Scheme 
of myfterious Wifdom for recovering them a- 
gain to their Duty, and receiving them back 
into his Family ; gave them, fjrom Time to 
Time, both fufh Admonitions and fuch Pro- 
Uiifes, for that Intent, as he faw their Condi- 
tion required, and the State of their Minds 
would bear r manifefting to them various De- 
grees and Proportions of Goodnefs in this re- 
fy^di ; as he doth .in all others, both to Man, 
end the reft of his Creatures, for unfearchablc 
Reafons.. 

To thofe, whom in: the Courfe of his Pro- 
vidence he left to be direfted merely by the 
Light of their own Confciences, he certainly 
did no Injury. For as many, as in any Part of 
their Conduct followed that,' and did by Nature 
the H kings contained in the Law^^ were fo far 
Followers of God as dear Children^. And fo 
many as, having departed from the right Way, 
penitently returned to it, had always fome 
Ground to hope f9r Pardon from our merciful 
Father, who knoweth whereof we are made"^* 

* Col. i. 21, ^ Rom. ii. i^j. ' Eph. v. i. » Pfm. Qiii. 14. 
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j^t They^ who preferved but the fainteft Beam 
bf outward Revelation alfo, which at firft was 
univerfaj, to guide tl^ir Steps and brighten the 
Profpcift before them, had much fuller Proofs 
of his parental Kindncfs. And the Jews being 
favoured with his miraculous Protedlion, and a 
written Law delivered by him, and prophetic 
Inftrudions iixperadded, in fonie Meafure for 
the Benefit of the Gentile World, as well as 
their own ; he faith of Them^ in Terms of 
great Diftin<5lion, Ifraelis my Son^ even my Firji^ 
born \ Yet ftill, as that Nation, though wife 
and good in Comparifon 0^ others found them, 
was both in the Knowledge and Pradice of Re- 
ligion very imperfed", and far from Maturity : 
God thought it needful, while he treated them 
on that Account with Indulgence on fom§ 
Points, to exercife in many fo flridl and fevefp 
•a Government over them,, that he rather ap- 
peared in the Charadler of a Mafter, than a 
Father ; trying to influence them more by the 
Terror of prefent Punifhnient^ than the Hopp 
of a future Inheritance. And therefore St. 
Paul expreifes their Cafc^with much Accu-* 
racy, thus.: Now I/ay^ that the Heir, fo long 
fis be is a Childj dtfferetb nothing from a $er^ 

n Exod. iv. 22. 
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vant, though he be Lord of all: but h uhief 
T'utors and Governors^ until the liime appointed 
of the Father i Even fo we, when we were 
Children, were in Bondage undef the Elements ef^ 
the World. But wh^n the Fulnefs of ^ime was 
comei when the Jews were gradually qualified 
to have a mof e manly and rational Form of Re- 
ligion propofed to them, with more ingenuous 
Motives to the Pradice of it j when the Gen- 
tiles alfo had received fqme preparatory Culti- 
vation, in their Underftandings and their Man* 
iiers, from the purer Parts of their Philofophy, 
which yet had fully appeared to be infuificient 
for the Reformation of Mankind ; and when fo 
free a Cotnmiinication wis opened between dif- 
tant Parts of the World, that the Truth of the 
Gofpel might eafily be examined, and its Doc- 
trines eafily ipjfead; ih^nGodfent forth his Son, 
id rideeiri them who were under the Law, that 
they might receive the Adoption tf Sons'* i to pur- 
chafe, at the Price of his Blood, Their Deli- 
Verance^rom the condemiDing Sentence and the 
ritual Injundions of the Mofaic Difpenfation, 
that they might enjoy under the Chriftian Co- 
venant the ftrongeft Marks of God's fatherly 
■'Rega^d ; and to purchafe at the fame Time^ 

• GaJ. iv. 4, 5. 
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the Deliverance of the Gentiles from an infi- 
nitely worfe Bondage^ that of Corruption^ the 
Slavery of Sin, and the Dread of eternal Death, 
into the glorious Liberty of the Children of God*. 
Thus then did all Mankind regain a Title to 
this blefled Denomination : the only begotten 
Son of God condefccnding to partake of our 
Nature, that we, being thus become his JBr^- ' 
thren '*, might partake of the Divine Nature \ 
By his Incarnation and Death, he gave to thein^ 
who believed on his Name^ to ufe St. Johns Ex- 
preffion. Power, or Right, to become the Sons 
of God*: by inftrudiing us in our Duty, he 
hath furnifhcd us with the outward Means of 
becoming fuch : by^ the Influence of his holy 
Spirit, thence called the Spirit of Adoption \ he 
enables and excites us inwardly to make ef- 
fedtual Ufe of thofe Means; and comforts us 
with a joyful Senfc of having done it, aijd of 
being authorized to claim the Rank of God's 
Children, or in St. PauTs Language, to cfy 
Abba^ Father * ; a Phrafe, in which the Jewifli 
Bond-Servants might not prefume to addrefs 
(heir Mafters ". The fame happy Change is 

P Rom. viii. 21. ^ Hcb. ii. 1 1. '2 Pet. i. 4. 

« John i. 12. ^ Rom. vlii. 15. " Seld. de Sacc. ia bona 

Def. c. 4. 
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reprefented fomctimcs by the Figure of i ncW 
Birth or Creation ; the Difpofitions and Privi- 
leges acquired in it being fuch, as may well 
denominate us new Creatures, born again to $i 
new Life. And as all Chriftians receive from 
God in Baptifm whatever is requiiite on hk 
Part for this Change, and profefs toadl fuitably 
to his Goodnefs ; they are fo far juftly faid to 
be regenerated and begotten of Hifn. But if 
afterwards they aft otherwife, in this are mantT 
Jejl the Children of God^ and the Children of the 
Devil: wbofoever doth not Righteoufnefs^ is not 
of God ^. None but religious and virtuous 
Perfons then are effedually begotten again tO' an 
Inheritance in IJeaven"^ : and of thefe only, 
the Apoftle's Reafoning was intended to 
hold. If Childreny then Heirs *. For as by 
ccafing to be like God in Purity and Holincfs> 
our firft Parents and we ceafed to be like him 
in Happinefs and Immortality : fo by return* 
ing in the firft of thefe Refpedts to his Image, 
exhibited to us in the Perfon of our dear Re- 
deemer, we fliall be reftored to it in the latter 
alfo ; and as we have born the Image of the 
earthy Man^ ivejh all alfo bear the Image of the 

^ I Johniii. 10. ^ 1 Pet. i. 3, 4. / Rom. viij. 17' 
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Heavenly '. // is indeed appointed unto all Men ^ 
cnce to die *; but we fhall not continue under 
thip Sentence of the Lord over all Flejh ^ : but, 
rifing again to an endlefs Life, become in the 
completeft Senfe, as our Saviour argues, the 
Children of Gody being the Children of the Refur^ 
niBion ^ Behold then, what Manner ,of Love 
the Father hath bejlowed upon usy that wejhould 
be failed the Sons of God^^-^-Belovedy now are we 
the Sons of God-, and it doth not yet appear ^ 
what we jhall be: but we know, that when He 
fhall appear y we Jhall be like him ^. We do not 
indeed, and probably cannot conceive diftindly, 
the Nature of our future State \ but this gene- 
ral Defcription, that we fhall be like Him y com* 
prebends every Thing that we can wifli. And 
be we ever fo ignorant of the Particulars of 
what we fliall enjoy, it is Happinefs unfpeak- 
able to think only from what we fhall be freed 1 
when God^ as he hath promifed, Jhall wipe 
nway all Tears from our Eyes, and there Jhall be 
n& more Death y nor Sorrow y nor Crying j neither 
Jhall there be any more Pain \ It follows in the 
fame Place of Scripture: And hey that fat upon 
tJhe TbrQney faidy — ^Thefe JVords are true and 



» I Cor. XV. 49. 


a Heb. ix. 27. 


*»Ecclu5. xli. 3. 


< |.uk(| 3?:^, 56, • 


* I John iii. i, 2. 


^ Rev^ xxi. 4. 
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faithfuL-^Ke^ that over comet h^ fiallinherit all 
Things : and J ivHl be his G/)df ^nd he pall be 
my Son '. 

Since therefore fuch great Privileges are im- 
plied in being the Children of God^ let us now 
inquire, 

II, How far our own Spirit is capable of 
bearing IVitnefs, that we are fuch. 

The Prophet indeed hath faid very truly, 
.The Heart is deceitful above all Things ^ and def- 
peratety 'wicked: who can know it * f But 
though it be often extremely difHcult to find 
out the Difpofitions and Intentions of other 
Men, when they are bad; and indeed our own, 
in Proportion as we are bad i (becaufe in fuch 
Cafes all Arts of Concealment are ufed, and 
we can fonietimes conceal Things very ftrangely 
even from ourfelves) yet with a Good-^-will we 
may difcern ourfelves tolerably well. . Of our 
own deliberate Aftions we cannot but be con- 
' fcious at the Time? our Intentions, if we ex- 
amine them, will be no impenetrable Secret to 
\is. And that uncertain Stateof Mind^ in which 
we have either no formed Intention, or feveral 
pot very confident, each of us may difcovcr to 

' Vcr.5,7. s Jei-. xvii. 9^^ 
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be juft what it is. Then for our paft Condudl ; 
though many Particulars maj have beea for- 
gotten by us, yet its general Turn and Com-^ 
piexion we can certainly recolleift, if we pleafe. 
And whocvCT doth but tekc fonac honeft Pains, 
after this, to compare what he hath been and 
is, with what his Copfcience and thp Word of 
God informed him he ftiould be, will not fail 
of being competently acquainted with his own 
Condition. Indiced no one doubts, but he cai^ 
know Jiimfclf in other Refpedlsj whether, 
for Inilance, he honours his Parents, and loves 
his Friends, and dcfires to perform his Duty 
towards them : and why then fhould he def- 
pair of knowing, whether he honours and 
loves God, and fervcs him with Sincerity? 

But many have no Mind to do his Will, and 
yet a great Mind to believe thenafelves in his 
Favour, Now undoubtedly fuch may deceive 
their own Hearts \ cfpecially at Times, with 
much Eafe^ But they might alfo, if they 
Were inclined to it, undeceive them again very 
foon; by putting proper Queftions home to 
themfclves ; by carrying it in Mind, that their 
laterefl: is to fearch out tijie real Truth ; and by 
endeavouring to confider their own Cafe, as if 

^ James i, 26. , 
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it were that of another, for whom they had no 
partial Tcnderncfs. Some again arc at a Lofs 
concerning their fpiritual State, becaufe they 
are uncertain about fuch or fuch Points of 
their Duty. But as thefe will not often he 
many or important; fo if they were, ^ by mak- 
ing proper Application they may receive Satis- 
facflion. And in the mean Time, without 
knowing which Opinion is right, they may 
know whether perfonally they are innocent or 
excufable; by refled:ing, whether they have 
taken fuch Care, as their Gircumftances pcr- 
.mit, to inform themfelves and judge, as well as 
, they could; whether they violate no plain Ob- 
ligations, for the Sake of doubtful ones; and 
whether, in all Matters of Obfcijrity; they 
keep to the fafer Side. 

There is yet a third Sort of People, and[ 
muck to be pitied, who labour, with the ut- 
moft Solicitude, to do every thing they (houlds 
and yet enjoy no. manner of Comfort. Some-* 
times they will even deny, that they are at all 
in Earneft about Religion : though tl^eir Gon- 
cern, at imagining they arc not,, is a fuH 
Proof that they are. And this arifes generally 
from a Dilbrder in the Body, afiTe^fting th^ 
Mind ; of which however it is exceedingly 
4 ^ar4 
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kard to convince th6m, becaufe, it may be,- 
they are otherwife tolerably in Health, But 
jf happily they can be brought, though againft 
their own Ferfuafion, to take medicinal Advice; 
the Relief, which they commonly find, (hews 
by Experience, where the Defedl lay* Some-r 
times again their Uneafinefs, though i\U 
grounded, proceeds from a different Caufe. 
They read, in devotional Books, Qonfeflions of 
Sin, acknowledging fuch heinous Degrees of 
Guilt, as too many have incurred, but They 
have not : however^ they repeat the Whole 
inconfiderately, though much of it was intended 
only for others; and fo by accufing themfelves 
of what they have never done, come to fancy 
themfelves what they never were. And a 
further Miftake, too frequent, is, that the 
pious Authors of fuch Treatifes expreffing for 
the moft Part very warmly, in the Prayers 
compofed by them, thofe devout Affedions, 
of which they probably felt an unufual Share ; 
Perfons, not liable by Nature to fuch ftrong 
Emotions, imagine themfelves totally deftitutc 
of real Piety. Or if they were formerly fer-? 
vent in facred Exercifes, and now, as they go 
on towards the Decline of their Days, are lefs 
(b : they grow fufpicip.us^^ tb^t whatever Vigoup 
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and Life there was once in their ProfeiHon of 
Religion, it is all gone ; and their Cafe become 
bad, perhaps defperatc. And thus, while the 
general Fault of Mankind is, to have much 
Ground for Fear, and yet no Fear at all : thefc 
poor Wretches, often with no Ground for any, 
have more than they arc able to fupport. 

Now where thi$ proceeds, in any confider-* 
able Meafure, from Conftitution; their own 
thinking and reading upon the Subjeft will but 
make bad worfe : and others arguing with them 
about it, though ever fo rightly, will not make 
Things much better. The only effecftual Way 

^therefore is, to prevail on them, ifpoffible, to 
have fbme little Regard for the Judgment of 
&rious and prudent Friends, though in Op- 
pofition to their own^ till they can ufe it better; 
2nd fuffer their Thoughts to be turned for a 
Timc^ whilft other Means are ufing, to Things 
of fmallcr Importance and even of harmlefs 
Amufement. For the flrong Exertion either 
of a Mind or Body, originally weak, or ac-^ 
cidentally over-ftrained, will only produce a 
ftill worfe Fceblenefs, Moderate Relaxation 
therefore is in theft Circumftances a real Duty : 
how apt foever the Parties concerned may be to 

. look on it as a Sin: for whicl^ Reafbft it ought 

to 
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to be recommended with great Prudenct and 
Caution. But on the other Hand, it xnuft not 
be conceived, t^at all Concern of Men about 
their fpiritual State proceeds from bodily Indif- 
pofiuon. For this would be a fatal Miftake* 
There may be, and God knows frequently is, 
but too much Foundation for fuch Concern : 
and then the fole Cure is earneft Prayer for 
Pardon and Grace, and diligent Study of better. 
Obedience. Or if there be no juft Foundation ; 
the Appearance of the contrary may flow whol- 
ly or chiefly from erroneous Notions; which 
can only be overcome by fuitable Arguments. 
And thefe Errors indeed are various : but as 
they principally relate to the Articles of Re- 
pentance, Faith, and Love to God ; fo the 
following Confiderations will go far towards 
removing theqi : that whatever Faults People 
heartily wi(h, from a Senfe of Duty to their 
Maker, Redeemer and Sandifier, they had 
never committed, and take eiFedual Care never 
to commit again defignedly, they have as truly 
repented of them as pofHble; and whether their 
Sorrow were ever fo caUn or ever fo paffionate, 
makes no eflentiai Difference : that a true Faith 
in Chrift is krtown by its Fruits ; and if it 
purifies the Soul and Life, however weak, is 

un- 
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undoubtedly genuine : that Love to Ood^ as 
well as Man^ confifls^ not in Extaiies and 
Tranfports, of which bad Pcrfons may have 
ftrdnge Fits, and good ones little or nothing i 
but in a fteady Excrcife of real Regard and right 
behaviour to the Obje<a of our AfFedlion, 

By thefe Means then we may all be enabled 
to judge, in d confiderable Meafure^ what 
Manner of Men we have been and are : for 
this depends on the proper Ufe of our Facul- 
ties concerning a Point, within our Reach, 
But the further Queftion, How God will deal 
with fuch, is one of a quite different Sort : to 
which Reafon unaffifted can return but a very 
general and indeterminate Anfwer, Blamelefs 
Creatures indeed are fecure of their Creator's 
Kindnefs : but in what Degree, or for what 
Duration, even They of themfelves cannot 
know. Much' lefs then may Sinners, as we 
are, prefume to indulge high Hopes of our own 
forming, when we have fo much Caufc for 
Dread and fearful Expedlation. It is true. 
Repentance and Amendn^ent, if they proceed 
from right Principles, do renew in us the Image 
of our heavenly Father, fo far as they go : and 
his Goodnefs will not permit us to defpair of his 
returnii>g Children being received^ by him^ 
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But whether our Return, after the Offences 
that we have committed, h^ fuch as he can 
accept : or if it be, what Corredlion he may 
firft inflidt upon us in a Life to come ; to wh^t 
Rank in his Family he may then vouchfafe to 
re-admit us, or how long or how little a Time 
he may continue to us the Being, which we 
have forfeited ; our own Spirit can never teach 
us with any Certainty. And therefore it con- 
cerns us beyond ExpreiJion to inquire, 

IIL What additional Witnefs the divine Spirit 
bears ^ that we are the Children of God. 

Now having originally born Witnefs, in the 
ftrongeft Manner, to the Truth of the Gofpel, 
by his Predidlions of it before it appeared, and 
his miraculous Operations attending the Deli- 
very of it to the Worfd, he bears irrefragable 
Witnefs by Confequence to every fucceeding 
Age, that all, who fincerely believe and obey 
it, are, notwithftanding their former Sins, and 
prefent Imperfe<flions, nvajhed white in the 
Blood of the Lamb y and He that Jittetb on the 
Throne Jhall dwell among them ^ : they fhall be 
led, by his paternal Care, in fafety, through 
all the Temptations and Difficulties of this 
World s and inherit, in the WoHd to come, 

* Rev. vii. 14, 15; 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



438 S E R M O N XL 

fii hlcSkd Immortality in their Father's Houfe* 
Then befides this general Teftimony, the holy 
Spirit Jiath' atteftcd morfe efpecially a Truth of 
infinite Importance to U9> and much doubted 
by the firft Chriftians for feme Years, that the 
Gentile World hath an equnl Right to God'a 
Promifes with the Jews : of which it was an 
early and full proof, that he imparted his Gifts 
and Graces to both equaHy, putting m Diff'cr^ 
ence between them ^. And this, in all LikcH^ 
hood, is what SuPauI more peculiarly defigne^i 
to aflert in the Text. . But the Spirit not only 
gives thefe external Evidences of our Accept- 
ance, but aflifb us inwardly to know our true 
State towards God, of which we might elfe 
be often fatally ignorant. And for this reafon 
David prays fo earneftly. Try me^ O GoJ, and 
feek the Ground of my Heart : prove me, andex^ 
amine my Thoughts. Look well, if there be any 
Way of fVickednefs in me: and lead me in the 
Way everlajling *• For the fame Spirit, after 
jewing us, what we are, enables us by his 
Influences, to become what we ihould be. 
For ive are not fufficient ofotirfelves even to think 
any Thing * with EfFedj but by his Co-opera- 
tion we come to have the only fure Argument, 

* Afts XV. 9. * Pf. cxxxix. 33, 24, " 2 Cor. lii. 5. 
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ihat we in particular arc the Childreji of God« 
The Virtues and Graces of a good Heart and 
Life are that diftinguifliing Mark of true Chrif- 
tknSy on account of which they are faid ia 
Scripture to h^feaiedmth tht koiy Spirit cfPro^ 
imfei which u tht Earnt/i if our J^beritance \ 
For as' our Happincfs hereafter fhall confift im 
the fame Temper^ in which our Duty confift$ 
now : he who is really, though imperfe<aiy> 
jpofleffed of that Temper, hath already received 
the jirfi Fruits of the Spirit''; and tailed ia 
fome Meafure of what he fhall enjoy abund- 
antly. Whoever therefore walks not after the 
Flejh^ hut after the Spirit % having his Con^ 
verfation fuch as becomes the Gofpel of Chrifi % 
the Law of the Spirit of Life in Chrifi Jefus 
hath made him free from the Law of Sin and 
Death 'j and of this he hath the Witnefs in 
himfelf\ if he will attend to it. Elfe indeed, 
a timorous Difpofition, or a feeble Body af- 
fefting the Mind, may difquict him : but ftill, 
ever fo great Fears will no more endanger the 
Salvation of a good Man, than ever fo great 
Affurance will prevent the Punifhment of .a 
wicked one. If any one is inclined then to , 

• Eph. i, 13, 14. • Rom. viii. 23. p Rom, viii. i, 

« Phii. i* 27* ' Rom. viii. 2, » i John v. lo. 
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Su(picIons and Apprehenfions concerning hU 
Title to God's Favour, without knowing why; 
or can charge himfelf wit;h nothing, when h^ 
fets about it, but fuch Defedls and Failures, as 
the Scripture (hews, and Pcrfons of known 
Piety and Difcretion can aflure him, are con* 
fiftcnt with a State of Religion, let him rejed 
fuch Imaginations intirelyi if he is able. If 
he is not, let him bear them as AfBidtions, but 
never yield to them as Truths ; or fancy on 
rfccount of fuch Things, that his Condition i% 
bad, and God hath forfaken him. For there 
cah hardly be a furer Proof to the contrary^ 
than that God preferves his Confcience tender, 
and his Life clear of wilful Sin^ ^ 

As to that reviving Comfort and delightful 
Satiefadtion, which People of this Turn com- 
plain they do not experience, and are apt er- 
roneoufly to confider, as the only favourable 
Witncfs of the Spirit: it is indeed fometimes 
a prefcnt Reward, which God beftows on his 
Servants. But no fafe Conclufion can be 
drawn from the moft agreeable of thefe Per-* 
captions, without a faithful Care to ferve him: 
and they, who go on to ferve him faithfully 
without any of them, give a more acceptable 
Demonftration of th^ Sincerity of their ZeaU 

than 
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than, if they enjoyed them all the wh^e in the 
higheft Degree, For equal Obedience with 
lefs Encouragement is certainly of the moft 
Value. When therefore He, who beft knows, 
judges it needful, you (hall partake of thofc 
religious Pleafures, that you defire. But in 
the mean while, believe> as you have Cauie, 
that withholding them is for your Benefit: and 
indeed be affured of this, that both having 
them and being deftitute of them proceeds very 
much from natural Conftitution, or the differ- 
ent Temperature of different Ages of Life, or 
from ufing or not ufing particular Methods of 
Devotion, which have fmall Connexion with 
effential Goodnefs. Accordingly, many a one, 
who fcldom or never feels much of any Confo- 
lations within, that warm him very fenfibly, 
and move his Paffions very powerfully, may 
have, notwithftanding, on moft folid Grounds, 
a c^m and compofed Satisfadion and "Joy in 
the Holy Gboft \ v^hxchjhall be in him, to ufe 
our Saviour's Words, a Well of Water ^ Springs 
ing up into everlajling Life " ; and perhaps many 
another, who hath often been full of inexpref- 
fible Tranfports, will find himfelf at laft fatally 
deceived by a vain Confidence. For the Die- 

* Rom. xiv. 17. " Johniv. 14, 

Vo L. VJI. CL tate? 
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tatcs of a heated Fancy, be they ever fo pofitivc,! 
can do nothing to counterbalance the Guilt of 
a finful Life ; and all Perfuafions to the con- 
trary, ^re not from the Divine Comforter, but 
our own bad Hearts, or the Wicked one* 
For the holy Spirit cf Difcipline mill remove 
from Thoughts J that are without Underjianding^ 
and will not abide ^ when Unrighteoufnefs comet b 
in ^. He never kads us to any Sentiment or 
Adlion, but what Reafon and Scripture war- 
rant; nor can any Aflurance, that we may 
imagine he communicates to us, of our belong- 
^ing to God, continue well-founded one Mo- 
ment longer, than we continue keeping God's 
Commandments : which therefore that we may 
afl do always. He of his infinite Mercy grant, 
&c. 

w Wifd. L cv 
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Matt. viL 12. 

^herefon all Tubings wbatjbever ye 'would thM 
Menjhoulddo to JTou, do ye even Jo to Tbem: 
for th's.is tb^ Law and the Propbeti. 

TH E largcft Number of particular Direct 
tions can never pofSbly equal the infi- 
nite Variety of Circumflances, in which human 
Creatures are concerned to aft : nor can the 
Memories of moft retain any confidcrable Part 
of thofe, which might be given. And there- 
fore, though the urmoft Care were taken to 
fpecify to us our feveral Obligations, we muftT 
be left after all to find out many of them our- 
felves, by deducing them from general Rules. 
And thefe, (when they carry in them the Evi- 
dence of their own Truth, and Rightnefs) at the 
Qj2 fame 
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fame Time that they extend our Knowledge 
to Cafes, which have not been diftinftly men- 
tioned to us, afford us alfo a clearer Convidlion 
of our Duty in fuch as have : by fhewing us, 
that the different Commands, to which we are 
fubjeded, flow from the fame Source, ^nd 
carry the fame Reafonablenefs along with 
them. 

Our bleffed Saviour therefore, after delivering 
feparately, in his Sermon on the Mount, all 
the chief Precepts of the moll exalted and re- 
fined Morality, takes Care, juft before the 
Conclufion of it, to comprehend the Whole, 
both of what he had faid and what he had 
omitted, concerning the Ties of Men to each 
other, in one univerfal Law of Life. Whatfo- 
ever ye would that Menjhoulddo unto ToUy ev^n 
Jo do ye unto T^bem. Not that He was the firft 
who made any Ufe of this admirable Maxim. 
God forbid the World fhould have been igno- 
rant of fo neceflary and fo plain a Direction for 
their Behaviour, till that Time. Both Jews- 
and Heathens had feen its Equity, and felt its 
Force, in fome Degree. But i^ill more was 
wanting to complete its Ufefulnefs : and That 
our Lord fupplied. Mod, if not all, other 
Teachers, had expreffed it in the Negative 

Form: 
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Form : as Tobit, for Inftance, Do that to no 
Man, which thou bat eft *• And fo it ferved only 
to reftrain mutual Injuries. But He laid it 
down in the Affirmative, as an Injundion alfo 
of proper Kindjieflibs^ They fpoke of it no other- 
wife than incidentally^ and without afcribing 
any fingular Prerogative to it. But He recom- 
ipended it, as taking in the entire Compafs of 
fecial Virtue. They could fupport it only by 
Argument : but He hath added the Sandion of 
Divine Authority. In thefe Refpedts there- 
fore it is peculiarly the Law of our gracious 
Redeemer. Bijt whether we confider it as a 
Precept of His Religion, or ias one of the pri- 
mitive Dilates of Reafon and Nature : in either 
View we are bound to pay it a confcientious 
Regard. And the right Manner of fhevving 
this Regard is, 

I. To form a jufl: Notion of its Meaning. 

II. To fix in our Hearts a due Senfe of its 
Obligation. 

III. To confider its Importance well. 

IV. To regulate our Pradice by it in the 
various Relations and Occurrences of Life. 

» Tob. iv. 15, 

aa Oft 
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On the three former of thcfe Points I (hall 
difcourfc now : on the laft, God willing, the 
next Opportunity, 

I. I fliall endeavour to affift you in forming 
a juft Notion of this Rule. Not that it wants 
Explanation, as being obfcure and difficult: 
but that Mankind, in order to excufe their 
Difobedience to it, are very apt to put falfe 
Interpretations upon it ; and fo cither pervert 
it into a wrong Dircdlion, or perplex it till it 
becomes none at all. 

Some Men, if we may judge by their Con^ 
dud, apprehend themfelvcs b6und only to be- 
have towards Others, as they are willing others, 
(hould behave towards Them in their prtftnt 
Condition. The Rich and Great, for Ex- 
ample, have perhaps no Favours to afk of a 
confiderable Part of their Inferiors : and there- 
fore too often feem to think, they need not 
beftow any Favours upon them. They agree, 
they fay, to the Reafonablenefs of doing as they 
would be done by : and therefore, if they defire 
no Service from fuch and fuch Perfons, they 
owe no Service to them. But the Rule is^, 
(and they know it is) not, " Treat others as 
" you would wifli them to treat you, Circum- 
" fiances being what they are '* ; but, " as 
3 " you 
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*' you would wi(h them to treat you, Circum- 
*^ ftances being changed on each Side." This 
makes a great Alteration. 

Perhaps they will reply, that they are con- 
tent, if Circumftanccs ever fhould change, to 
receive the Treatment, which they give. 
Therefore^ they will overlook the Poor and 
Needy now : and they allow the World to 
overlook Them, whfn they become fuch* 
They will revenge themfelves of their Enemies, 
while they have Power I and let them, if ever 
it comes to their Turn, r?pay the Vengeance^ 
But here again, they knowia their Confciencqs 
the Rule means, not, that they fhall a^ as they 
may think, or rather fay, they ihalj be willing 
to have ethers a& toward? ThcRi, fuppofing 
Circumflances^(?///i/ change, which they truft 
they never will : but as they would have th^vn 
a4^, fuppoiing Circumftanccs "were changed. 
And in that cafe they would wifh for the very 
kindeft Behaviour, whatever they piay before-? 
hand either pretend or imagine. 

But even on the Suppofition of an adual 
Change, there are People, who caa mifinter- 
pret this Rule in fuch a Manner, as would 
make the Application of it fometimes a moft 
pernicious Thing. Every Magiftrate, were he 
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in the Place of the Criminal, who appears 
before him, would wifli not to be puniftied. 
Every virtuous Man, were he a vicious one, 
would wifh to be indulged and aflifted in his 
Vices. Every one of us perhaps would be 
glad, if he could, to have his Will on all Oc- 
cafions. Ought we therefore to gratify all the 
Inclinations of others, becaufe we fhould like 
to have all our own gratified ? Or if not, is 
•not the Rule an erroneous one, as implying 
this ? Why, according to their different Ways 
of thinking, fome will be apt to prefer the 
former of thefe Opinions, and fome the latter. 
But neither is well grounded. For though 
indeed a Magiftrate, were he in the Place of 
the Offender, would wift to efcape'with Im-^ 
punity, yet this is not the only Suppofition he 
hath to make. Let him fuppofe himfelf alfo 
in the Place of fuch, as may be then or after-* 
wards injured by the Offender, if he efcapes 
Punifhment; or of fuch, as the Precedent of 
his Impunity may tempt others to injure : let 
him reflc<3:, how the Rule before us enjoins 
him to aft with regard to thefe innocent' Per- 
fons, and he will never be miflcd by whatever 
Tendcrnefs it may feen^ to enjoin him with re- 
gard to the Guilty. Again, though if we 
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Were in the Place of any of our vicious Ac- 
quaintance, we fhould be glad to be aflifted in 
our Vices ; yet fuppofe we were in the Place of 
thofe, whom their Vices corrupt, or impove- 
rifh, or grieve, or make any Way miferable : 
(hould we then be glad, that other People 
{hould aflift in bringing this Mifery upon us ? 
If not, the Precept of- doing as we would be 
done by, far from requiring us to give fuch 
Affiftance ourfelves, abfolutely prohibits it. 
Serving our Friends,, when they ought not to 
be ferved ; and railing thofe in the World, 
from partial Fondnefs, who ought not to be 
raifed, pafles, I am afraid, too commonly for 
great Good-nature: and is defended, or ex- 
cufed, becaufe it is treating them as we fhould 
defire to be treated by them. But then it is 
treating their worthier Competitors, and all 
fuch as niay fuffer by the Faults or Incapacity 
of thefe Favourites, which perhaps many, per- 
haps the Public may, it is treating Them as we 
fhould abhor to be treated. We muft therefore 
underftand this Rule to mean that we take into 
Qur Confideration, not barely the Parties who 
appear andprefs for the Benefit of it, but who- 
ever elfe is concerned, if any be : and do^ not 
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to one or fome only, but to all Men^ as wi 
nvould that they Jhould do to us. 

But here it may poflibly be objeffced again, 
that if wc imagine ourfclves to be fucceflively 
in the Situation of different Pcrfons, we (hall 
of Confequence defire different and contrary 
Things in Reference to the fame Affair : (6 
that behaving towards every one intcrefted in 
it; as we fliouW, in their Circumftances, de- 
fire, that they would behave towards us, is im- 
prafticable : that therefore on fuch Occafions, 
which are not rare, the Rule is in Effe<3: no 
Rule : and that farther, on feveral others it is 
ft very bad one. For fuppofe any one to defire 
of us, what would be hurtful to no third Per- 
fon, but to Himfelf, or to Us: muft we com- 
ply with his Defire, becaufe if we were exadlly 
in his Stead, we fhould have the fame Defire ? 
Certainly not. But then fuch Cafes as thefe, 
not only happen inComparifon but fcldom, and 
therefore cannot miflead, or even perplex us 
often ; but when they do happen, inftead of 
overturning the Rule, they point out to us a 
very important Limitation of it, which was 
doubtlefs originally intended in it, and will fe- 
cure it from ever being overturned. And this 
is, that the Phrafe, Wbatfoever ye wauld^ muft 
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not be extended to mean whatever we can pof-» 
fibly wifli, but whatever we can equitably and 
allowably wifh. It is to be underftood of pro- 
per, not of unfit Inclinations : for what we are 
forbidden to defire, we are deemed in this Pre- 
cept not to defire* 

The full and diftinft Purport of it then, the 
Scnfe in which all the World underftand it, ex- 
cepting when they have a Mind to mifunder- 
ftand it, is ; ** Whatever Treatment you (hould 
on cool Deliberation think you had reafonablo 
Ground to claim or hope from each Perfon con- 
cerned in the Affair before you, were He now 
in your Condition and you in His, be that which 
you give Him no Icfs honeft and kind." 

II. The Meaning of the Rule being afcer- 
tainod, the next Point is to fix in our Hearts a 
due Senfe of its Obligation. 

Now the Proof of its Obligation lies in a very 
finall Compafs, which is one great Recommen- 
dation of it : and therefore I (hall fpend much 
fewer Words upon it, than a feparate Head of 
Difcourfe ufually requires. Moll evidently, in 
whatever Manner it is fit to treat any Perfon in 
any Circumftances, it is fit to treat in the like 
Manner any other Perfon, fupppfiog Him in all 
the fame Circupiftances : for he is in regard to 

every 
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every Confideration of Duty, as it were, the 
feme Perfon. There is no Need then of faying 
(what yet is very trup, and would if it were 
wanted, be very material) that all Men are ab« 
iblutely eqi^al in many Things, nearly equal 
in moft ^f- ; that in whatever they are unequal, 
the Inequality is of very uncertain Duration, 
and by no Means always acknowledged ; (for 
fcarce any one upon the whole would willingly 
be any Perfon elfe, that could be named to 
him:) and therefore we ought to adt towards 
each other, for the greateft Part entirely, and 
always nearly, as being on the Level ; and if 
we do not, thofe with whom we have Concerns^ 
and Society in general, will never be eafy and 
happy. Such Reflexions go fomewhat beyond, 
or fall fomewhat wide of what is needful to 
cftablifh the Precep? in qqeftion : which only 
requires this very brief and plain Demonftra- 
tion of its Juftnefs, indeed fo brief and plain, 
»s hardly to need being given in Form : that 
wherever the Cafe is in all Refpe<Ss the fame, 
(as in order to make Ufe of this Rule we mud 
in the firft Place imagine it to be) there the 
right Behaviour mui^ be the f^nie too : and 

t Nihil enim eft unam ani t»m ilmite, urn par, quam onnes 
iQ^er nofmet ipfos fumus. Cic. de. Leg. i. lo, 
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whether it be one Perfon or another, I or my 
Neighbour, who is really in that Cafe, makes 
ito Difference in the Anfwer to the Queftion, 
what the Behaviour fhould be. This cannot 
be denied, and therefore ought not to be for- 
gotten, or overlooked. For whatever is truo, 
and relates to our Pradlice, we feel ourfelves 
bound by Nature to obferve in our Pradtice. 
And the God of Nature, who hath made Us 
and every Thing what we are, muft expcdl us 
to a£t fuitably to what he hath made us : and 
if that were not enough to determine our Judge- 
ment, he hath farther told us exprefsly by his 
beloved Son, that he expeds us to live with one 
another according to this Rule. Nor, (which 
completes our Obligation) hath he left us any 
Room to doubt, but that in every Thing as we 
obey or difobey, he will reward or punifti: 
and certainly in a greater or fmaller Degree, as 
the Matter is more or lefs important. Let us 
therefore now 

III. Confider well the Importance of the 
Precept before us. 

Indeed the Stamp of Divine Authority upoii 
it, efpecially joined with the.annexed Declara- 
tion, that it contains the Subftance of all, that 
the Law and Prophet^ have taught concerning 
I our 
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©ur mutual Behaviour, may fully aflurc us, even 
before wc make any particular Enquiry, thai 
its Moment is remarkably great. And yetthcte 
feems to lie a plaufiblc Objedion againft it : 
that as it only enjoins Men to do to others what 
they fee would be right for others to do to. 
them ; the Queftion ftill remains, what that 
right Part is : that where this is known, the 
Rule of the Text is fteedlefs ; and where it is 
not known, we have no more Direftion for our 
Condu6t, than we had before ; but are only . 
perplexed with an imaginary Change of Pcrfons 
to no Purpofe. 

Now it muft be confefled, that if wc had 
neither by Nature nor by Revelation any Senfe 
or Knowledge at all of Right and Wrong in 
particular Cafes, this Rule could not give us 
any ; nor could we undcrftand it any otherwife, 
than very grofsly and imperfedly : but ftill it 
would be of fome, and no fmall Ufe' to us. 
For if we knew nothing elfe, at leaft we (hould 
know what we defired ; we fhould know too, 
that in the main we were all alike: and by treat- 
ing each other as we merely wifhcd (without 
confidering how reafonably) to be treated in 
return, we (hould for the moft Part do tolera* 
bly well ; pleafe thofe around, us, and rnake 

ourfelvcs 
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Ourfclves cafy. Sometimes mdced, for want 
of diftinguifliing, what Wiflic3 were fit, and 
what unfit, we fhould ad: extremely ill: but 
in Comparifon perhaps not very often. And 
upon the whole, where we had no particular 
Precepts, this general one would be the befl: 
that we could follow, even though we could 
not apprehend its full Import. 

But the Delivery of it to us prefuppofes, and 
very juftly, that in the main the contrary is 
true : that all Mankind perceive, in fomc 
good Degree, one Sort of Behaviour to be com- 
mendable, another blameable; fome Things 
right to be done, others wrong. And hence 
arifcsy inftead of an Objedlion, the principal 
Ufe of our Saviour's Rule. For it enables us 
to apply thefe Perceptions, where otherwifc 
we (hould not know how ; and inclines us to 
apply them juftly, where other wife we fhould 
have mifapplied them. 

Though we every one of us h^ve the Pet- 
ceptions, yet to form diftindl Notions of the 
proper Meafures and Objefts of them ; to dif- 
cover, how far they are mere Conclufions of 
the Underftanding ; and how far Didlates of 
Paflions or AfFedions, which ought to be cor- 
reded and moderated by the Underftanding ; 

to 
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to make a rational Examination of the feyeral 
interfering Circumftances of a Cafe, and judge 
in that Manner how we are to be moved, aftd 
how to afit ; is a Work, for which the Balk of 
Mankind is totally unqualified. The different 
Opinions entertained by fpeculativc Inquirers 
concerning the precife Nature, Foundation, 
Limits of moral Obligation, run into Niceties, 
•that are altogether beyond common Apprehcn- 
jQon, Andofthofe, who ^an be amufed with 
them, few, if any, have Skill to proceed upon 
them in the ordinary Affairs of Life- The 
great Thing therefore, which the World needs 
for Pradice, is, not a complete Syftem of Vir*^ 
tue, regularly drawn out and ftriftly demon* 
ftrated : but a familiar palpable InftruiftioD, 
what People are to do in fuch Matters, as 
chiefly come before them. Now the Rule of 
the Text will inftrudl them, without ftudying 
the Theory and Grounds of virtuous Affeftion 
at all, to (hew fuch Afiedtion notwithftanding, 
when it is requifite; and to condu£t as they 
fhould what they are concerned in, without 
troubling themfelves about Refinements, which 
they may never be concerned in. Serioufly 
afking ourfelves, and waiting for a ferious An- 
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Iwer from Within, how we /hoiild think it rea- 
fonable for others to behave towards Us in the 
Bufinefs, in which we muft behave brie Way 
or another towards Them> will excite in us a 
Very peculiar Kind cff Attention to it; will awa- 
ken our Faculties to judge of this Queftion 
with much more Certainty, than we could of 
the more abftradted ones, upon which the phi- 
lofophical Solution of it may depend ; and 
throw a ilrong Light on the Point before us^ 
how little foever we may difcern in relation to 
others^ with which perhaps it is clofely pon- 
nedted. At leaft it will caufe us to feel expe- 
Htnentally what we Ought to do^ whether we 
fee it fpeculatively, or not. 

But farther^ the Obfcrvatibri of this Precept 
will not only fet our Minds to work upon the 
Subject, (and yet many want That to be done 
for them;) buti which is a greater Benefit ftilU 
will fingulariy preferve theni from working un-* 
fairly. The Love^ that we bear to ourfelVes^ 
Gur Zeal for the PerfonS and Things which 
we likci and our Vehemence againft thofe which 
we diflike, hinder lis perpetually from difco- 
vering what is pur Duty^ where elfe it would 
be moft evident j and conftitute ot^r principal 
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Danger 'of judging amifs. Now, if there carf 
be in the World a Method of fecuring us a- 
gainfl: this Danger, our Saviour's Rule is that 
Method. Viewing only one Face of an Ob- 
jedt is apt to deceive us : therefore we are, di- 
rected to view it on the reverfe too. Confidering 
a Cafe as our own gives us a Bias^: fuppofe then 
the contrary to be our own ; and our fecond 
Thoughts will correct the firft. Self- Love is 
what ufually carries us wrong : but the Rule 
prefcribed us converts that very Paflion into an 
Inftrument of fetting us right : by placing in 
their Turns, before our Eyes, two Selfs to de- 
cide between, (if the Expreflion may be al- 
lowed) the real and the fidtitious one. The 
Appearances of Reafon, which arife from the 
Circumftances favourable to our own Side, en- 
grofs our Attention : let Imagination therefore 
change the Side, and we fhall attend to the op*- 
pofite Appearances. The inward Feelings^ 
which we have, of our own Intereft, our own 
Honour, our own Sufferings, of whatever relates 
to ourfelves, are fo very ftrong, that we quite 
forget, how the fame Feelings afFed: the other 
Party. But this admirable Contrivance of a 
feigned Experience enables and obliges us ta 
feel for each Party fucceffively, and thus 

ta 
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to become impartial Judges. Farther than this 
We cannot go in combating ielfifli Prejudices, 
and therefore a more perfedt Diredion than 
this, cannot be given* 

But, befides being a moft excellent and ob- 
vious Rule to guide and try ourfelves by, it is 
likewife a moft natural and eafy one for others, 
t^riends or Oppofers, to fuggeft to us : who 
thus, one fhould think, might immediately 
fliame us into doing right, only by putting a 
Queftion to our Confciences, which is altoge- 
riier inoffenfive, and yet muft produce, if we 
arc guilty, unavoidable Convidtion* 

But here indeed it muft be acknowledged, 
that fome People, efpecially at Time$, are 
wicked and wild enough torcje<9:, with Indig- 
nation, even the moft refpeftful Propofals of 
their trying a Cafe by any Law, but their own 
Will and Pleafure : and that others may pre- 
tend to have made in their Thoughts this 
Change of Perfons, which our Lord enjoins, 
and yet not have made it in earneft. They 
may fay, (for it is very foon faid,) that they 
have already fufficiently examiped the Matter 3 
and fhould be well content to receive the Treat- 
ment, which they propofe to give : that they 
cannot but know, whether they have confulted 
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and anfwered thcmfclvcs, and they are under 
no Obligation to confult or anfwer any one 
elfe : the Rule recommended to them makes 
every Man his own Judge, and they have judged 
accordingly, as well as they are able^ and are 
very clear in their Sentiments. Now undoubt- 
edly every one, that will, may aflert this,^ or 
any Thing, falfely. And it is very true, that 
the Diredlion in the Text is of no Manner of 
Ufe, as none can be, to thofe who are abfo- 
lutely refolved not to be directed. But fuchj 
as have any Fairnefs of Heart remaining, let 
them be otherwife ever fo far gone at any 
Time in Unreafonablenefs, may poflibly ftill 
be brought to themfelves, by having it put 
home to them ; *^ Would you really be wil- 
ling, that others, if they had Power, ihould 
determine concerning you> in the fame haughty 
and carelefs, or the fame angry and vehement 
Difpofition, which you now fhew concerning 
Them ?" You fay, you would : but is it not 
in order to maintain your Ground any how, 
when you are prefled ? For your own Sake, as 
' we]l as your Neighbour's, deal fairly with your- 
felf : and remember, that God fees infallibly, 
whether you do; nay, that Men will guefs, 
and feldom err. If you are cool, fearch whe- 
ther 
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ther Inter^ft or Contempt or Indolence do not 
fecretly warp your Judgement; and think, whe- 
ther they ought. If you are warm, firft com- 
pofe ypur Heart, and thea cpnfult it. Wait 
without adting, till the Tempeft is over ; and 
when you hear within you xhtfmalljlill Voice^y 
that follows, be affured, that then, and not 
before, God and your Confcience Ipeak to you, 
and tell you what you (hould do. But were 
fuch Remonftrances to prove ever fo vain, it 
would be no juft Objeftion againft the Ufeful- 
Xiefs of the Rule. For if the Proud, or Co- 
vetous, or Thoughtlefs, or Paffionate, will 
not apply it fairly ; much lefs will they ap- 
ply any other. And if they could be per- 
fuaded to apply it, as none have fo much Need 
of it, none would receive fo much Advantage 
from it. 

But a farther Objection piay be, that not 
only fome cannot be induced to make Trial of 
this Change pf Perfons \ but others, who in- 
all Appearance make it as w?ll as they can, do 
not fucceed iji it : but either draw wrong Cpn- 
clufions, or knpvv not how to draw any.. Yet . 
furely in general, if ever there was a Precept, 
^hat required little Time and Pains to. qpmpre- 

k I Kings xix. II. &c. 
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hend and pradtifc it, fuch is that before us, 
The Commandment^ 'which I command thee this 
Dayy is not hidden from thee^ neither far off: — » 
but the Word is very nigh unto thee, in thy 
Mouth and in thy IJeart, that thou mayejl do 
it^. Still fome Attention and Care is requifite 
in every Thing. And one Point, to which 
we fliould attend with very great Care, is, in 
afking the Queftion, ^* Would we be treated 
thus," to lay afide, as much as poffible, out 
of our Thoughts, that the Anfwer given to it 
is immediately to be turned the other Way, 
Unlefs we do this, it may be feared, we (hall 
feldoni anfwer honeftly; at leaft, unlefs we 
diligently recoiled at the fame Time, that 
where doing Right is moft contrary to our pre- 
fent Intereft or Inclination, it will contribute 
moft to our prefent Honour and Peace of Con* 
fcience, and to our future and final Happinefs. 
Another very needful Caution is, that in order 
to find, what our Judgement would be, wpre 
all Circumftances changed, we muft be fure to 
Jeave out no CircumftanceSj^ that are material, 
in Favour of the oppofite Side. Moft of ^hem 
indeed will flow into our Mind of themfelves, 
provided it be fairly opened to theni. How- 

\ ' . ever, 
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ever, we muft honeftly feek for the Remainder, 
jiay fuppofe them, if we have Reafon, though 
they do not appear ; dwell upon each of them 
fo as to feel its proper Force, and then de- 
termine. 

But here one Plea more may be alledged : 
that fometimes Men cannot reckon up all 
Circumftances, and therefore cannot place them- 
^Ives in the Condition of the other : they know 
it not fufEciently to fay, what they fhould 
jhink, if they were in it. Why this, it muft 
be owned, doth happen. And though we may 
pretend Ignorance falfely, to excufe ourfelves 
from trying what we forefee would go againft 
jis : yet they muft be' very partial or very in- 
confiderate, who are not frequently fenfible, 
that they want Knowledge of Fadls, or Skill 
to judge concerning them : or at leaft have 
Caufe to doubt, whether the Opinion, that 
feems to them the moft likely, be indeed the 
true one. But even here our Saviour's Rule 
yvill be of great Service. For if we endeavour 
to make Ufe of it, and find we cannot with 
any Certainty 5 we fhall at leaft be ftrongly 
reminded of our own Fallibility: and our Doubt 
in determining which is in Stridlnefs the right 
fart, will direct us, without any Doubt, tq 
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take the mild, the gentle, the good-natured 
Part, as being the fafeft Error, fhould it prove 
one. However, there are Methods of affifting 
our Judgements confiderably. If we have for- 
merly been in the Condition, in which we now 
defire to place ourfelves; we muft recolledt, 
what we thought then. If we know any wife 
and good Perfons, who are in that Condition 
at prefent ; we muft obferve or inquire, what 
they think j and prefume, that we fliould 
think like them, were we fituated like them. 
The general Perfuafion of Mankind ihould 
always have mqre than a little Weight with 
us, where it is not evidently wrong. And 
moft of us have great need, in fuppofing that 
the contrary Cafe was ours, to make large Al- 
lowances for its not being really ours, and 
therefore not ftriking us neir fo ftrongly, as 
that which is. 

By the Help of fuch Precautions as thefe, 
duly obferved, we fliould fo very feldom either 
mirtake, or hefitate, in the Ufe of the Precept 
before us, that every Day would afford us new 
Proof of our Lord's Declaration concerning it i 
This is the Law and the Prophets : to which one 
of the oldefl and mofl eminent of the Jcwifh 
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Dodors * approached very nearly, when he faid, 
TAis is the Law : the rejl is the Explication of * 
it. But here it cannot be meant, that by this 
Method we are to learn our Duty either to 
God, with whom it would be fhocking Irre- 
verence to fuppofe a Change of Perfons 5 of to 
oufelves, where there is no other Pcrfon to 
change with ; but merely to our Fellow-Crea-» 
tures. And our Saviour, who hath elfewherc 
told us that the Love of our Maker is the firfi 
and great Commandment^ y and hath enjoined 
the ftridleft moral Government of thofe Incli- 
nations which are confined the moft intirely 
within our Own Breafts, could never intend to 
tell us in the Text, that right Behaviour to our 
Neighbour was the fble Thing, about which 
we need be follicitous. And therefore he could 
only defign to fay, that this Rule would point 
out to us the Whole of what Heaven required 
^of us, refpe<^ing that Behaviour. Juft as if, in 
common Life, we were told on any Occafion, 
^* This is all that you have to do;" we muft 
apprehend the Words, however general, to 

♦ R. Hillel, the elder, faid to live about the Time of Chrift. 
This Saying is cited from the Talmudic Traft, intitled» Schab^ 
[^tly, t^y Vprft. de Ad. NS. c. 10. & Otho Lex.Rabb. in Odium. 

* Matth. ixxii. 38. 

fignify. 
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fignify, all that bclonge4 to the Point, which 
was then in the Mind of the Perfon who 
fpoke ; not all that belonged to other Points^ 
about which, at that Inftant, he had no 
Thoughts of fpeaking. 

And that, by Means of this one Precept, 
, we may fteer with Innocence through all the 
Dangers of focial Life, I hope you have fuffi- 
ciently fecn Caufe to believe, though a fuller 
Examination into Particulars will give you ful- 
ler Satisfadlion. It only remains, that we apr 
ply it faithfully tp that Purpofe in our conti- 
jiual Intercourfc with each other, in our daily 
Self-Examinations, in the fqlemn Preparations 
of our Hearts for the Lord's Supper : begging 
of God, in the appointed Gofpel Manner, that 
Pardon for our many Tranfgreffions of this 
and all his holy Laws; and that Grace to obferve 
them better for the future, which our Failures 
and Weaknefs render fo needful : giving Glory 
to Him, and humbly taking Cqmfort to our- 
ielves, when our Endeavours have proved fuc-? 
cefsful. Thefe Things we muft each refolve to 
praftife confcientioufly, if we regard either pre-^ 
fent Happinefs, or future : if wedefire to avoid 
the bad Opinion of thofe around us, who will 

wnani- 
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unanimoufly cenfure our Tranfgreffion of fp 
plain a Rule; the Reproaches of our own 
Hearts, of which it is an obvious Diftate ; or. 
His final Condemnation, who is greater thai} 
Qur Hearts^ and knoweth all Things \ 

« 1 John iU. 2Q. 
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M A T T H. Vii. 1 2, 

» 

Therefore all things wbatfoever ye would that 
Menjhoulddo to youy do ye even fo to them\ 
for this is the Law and the Prophets. 

TH E Meaning, Obligation, and Import- 
ance of this Precept of our blefled Lord 
have been already ibewn you : and are indeed 
pretty generally acknowledged, Moft Men 
admit, applaud, and urge it to others : the 
only Thing wanting is that, without which all 
the reft will be nothing, to pradife it them- 
felves. This laft Point therefore I have re- 
ferved to ihfift on feparately. There are few 
indeed, that can bear to tranfgrefs a Diredlion 
fo evidently juft, with their Eyes quite open : 
and thofe who can, there is little Hope of 

amending. 
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amettding. But many are either too inconfide-- 
rate, or too vehement^ to think of it, and ap-» 
ply it to their own Cafe, without Admonition % 
who yet may be fliewn what is right, though 
they would not look for it: and bringing home 
to fuch, thofe equitable Confiderations, which 
this Rule fuggefts^ will be doing for them all 
we need. It is very true, there is no Poflibility 
of going through the whole Extent of a Com- 
mandment, that reaches to every fingle Occur- 
rence, in which we have Intercourfe one with 
another; or, in our Saviour's Language^ is itfelf 
the Law^ and the Prophets. But applying it 
to the more common Circumftances of Life, 
may give, though poffibly no new Knowledge, 
yet many feafonable Warnings to all, who hap- 
pen to be in the Circumftances which fliall be 
mentioned, and will honeftly make Ufe of thofe 
plain Rules, to direft themfelves, which fhall 
now be laid before you, to diredl whom they 
may. 

Men are to be confidered, either, firft, as Su- 
periors or Inferiors, or, fecondly, as Equals. And 
theRule of the Text points out to all thefe their 
proper mutual Behaviour. Again Superiors are 
fuch, either in Authority^ or only in Rank. 
And Authority is eitherpublic or domeftic. 

Now 
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Kow the Condofl: of Men. in any Sort' ctf 
public Authority is of fo great Importance to 
ib many Perfons, in fo many different Waya^ 
and they have fuch Variety of Temptations, to 
divert their Attention from it, or incline theni 
to a wrong Sort of Attention ; that they cannot 
afk themfelves too fcriouily, or too often : Is 
my Treatment of all thofe, whofe Happinefs 
may he more or lefs afFedcd by it, the fame, 
w^hich I fhould reafonably wifli for, were I in 
their Condition ? At the'firft View perhaps, 
Punifliment feems right to me :. but were I in 
the Offenders Cafe, would not Forgiveneia 
feem righter ? Or Tendernefs appears an ami- 
able thing; but were I the Party injured or en- 
dangered, would not Juftice appear a neceffary 
one? I think myfclf intitled to fuch Profits, 
or fuch Leifure: but what fhould I think, 
were another to inlifl on either, and I to fufFer 
by it? Do I confider, in general, how eafily 
my PafTion, Selfifhnefs or Partiality, my lefs 
voluntary Errors, or mere indolent Negledrs, 
may diftrefs People in a Manner, that I fhould 
feel to be mofl grievous ? The Station, I am in, 
is a Truft : Do I difcharge it with that Dili- 
gence and Steadinefs, that Integrity and Dif- 
intereflednefs, that Mildnefs and Patience, that 
z ' Senfe 
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Sfenfe of human Fallibility, thatReadinefs to fee 
aiid correft ray own Miftakes> that Vigilance 
to do and encourage whatever is laudable^' 
which I Ihould juftly cxpe<ft from another? 
Can I fay to myfelf^ after a faithful Examina* 
tion, that I only wifh a Return fuitable to my 
Behaviour ? And can I fay to Him^ whofe 
Servant I am here belovir, Hhink upon m€j O my 
Gody for goody according to all that I batse done 
for this People^? 

But then, at the fame titne,^ Perforis under 
Authority alfo fhould a£k their Hearts^; beford 
they accufe thofe above then! of not adting 
thus : Am I fure> both of my being well in-^ 
formed, how they have adled, and well quali- 
fied to judge, how they ought to have adled? 
May there not poffibly be Things very worthy of 
Confideration in the Cafe, which 1 have never 
refledted upon, perhaps have' never had the 
Means of knowing ? And how would it fit upon 
My mind, if my Inferiors wete to pafs a pe^ 
remptory and fevere Sentence upon me, with- 
out being better acquainted with the Reafons 
and Circumftanccs of my Condud:^ than I ara 
with thofe of the Condudt of my Superiors ? 
But fuppofe them in Fault, fhould I be willing 

* Nch. V, 19. 
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to have all my Faults exaggerated to the ut* 
moft; without any Confideration had, how^ 
natural it is to commit them, how hard it is 
to avoid them j without any Regard paid to 
what I had done or meant well ? And (hould I 
further think it reafonable, that my Betters 
fhould be attentive folely to the Errors of my 
Behaviour, without weighing their own to* 
wards me? If not, it behoves me to watch 
over mine towards them : and promote the. 
Welfare of Society in the fmall Sphete that be- 
longs to me, leaving others to do it in theif 
larger ones* Nay were they to mifmanage ever 
fo grofsly, yet if I contribute, either through 
Refentment, Ambition, or Inconfideratenefs, 
to make bad worfe^ I fhall treat, if not thofe. 
whom I fuppofe to be guilty, yet many whom 
I know to be innocent, as I fhould efteem it 
very wrong for them to treat me. 

Thus much of Superiors and Inferiors in 
public Life. The firft private and domeftic 
Relation of Inequality is that between Huf- 
bands and Wives 2 with refpeft \o whom. o\xi 
Saviour's Rule moft evidently direds^ that^ on 
one Side, the Inequality be as obligingly qoh^ 
cealed ; on the other, as cheerfully acknow-- 
ledged as poffible ; and that on both, That Fi- 
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delity. That Agrecahleneft, That Mikteefs, 
That Prudence, That ccmftant Attention to their 
common Intercft^ temporal and eternal, and 
thofe of their joint Offspring, be ibewn, which 
each of them bath foirery jufl Reafon to claim^ 
from the Nature of the Thing, from the Pre?? 
cepts of Scripture, fro?n their mutual, delibe- 
rate, folemn Pronaifes and^Yows. There is na 
State, in which the two Partks have &> painful 
a Senfe of t^ie Wrongs they ft^fbr f dure ia/ 
none, in which they are £b often reminded^ oi^ 
Wif or other^ of the Wrongs they do i thei^e- 
fore few Words are needful to inflru(% th^ 
how to apply the Direiftion before u^^ and nope 
can expreis fully enough their Obligation to 
apply it conicientioufly ; and to fearch the Bot« 
torn of their Souls, whether they have or not. 

The fecond. Species of domefUc Authority 
is that of Parents over their Children. Now 
Parents may eafily fuppofe themfelves in their 
Children's Condition : for they have been iil it. 
Whatever therefore appeared to you grievous 
then, and on cool Refledion appears fb ftill, 
you will furely never fo much as think of do- 
ing ; but renlember, not only what you under- 
went ; but how wrong it was, that you fbould* 
If indeed you have feen the Wifdom fince of 
2 Rellraints, 
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Jieftfaints, that you once thought harfh ones i 
iind found Cadfe to be fbrry afterwards for In-* 
dtilgencies^ with which at the time you wei-e 
pleafed : you muft follow your maturer delibe- 
rate Judgmenti not your early rafh one ; treat 
your Children aS yoU would now be defirous to 
be treated^ were you iii their Cafe, ncft as you 
did defire during your IgnoralncQ j and by no 
Means think it a Keafon, for expdfing them to 
Ruin by dangerous Pleafures and AmufementSi 
or for condemning them to Infignificance by 
roniuving at their Idlenefs, that you were ex^ 
tremely glad to be thus ufed yourfelres. But 
theo^ on d>e other Hand, if you are convinced 
of this, you ought to confider, as impartially 
as you can, whethef you do not carry it too 
far : whether your prefedt feverer Notions be 
fiot tbcEfFedt of Prejudices, as natural to ripe^ 
Ycarsi as the oppofite ones are to Youth : and 
howevct certain you are of the contrary^ ftill 
do ycrui: beft, to make what is needful for youif 
Children eafy to'thenii by telling them the 
fecaibtts of your Proceeding when they cart 
&fely be told: 'and when they cannot, yoii 
iftiuft give fuch Proofs on other Occafions, 
dF judicious Tendernefs towards them> as may 
gain their ii»plicit Confidence in the Fitnefs of 
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whatever you require ; and muft not be much 
offended, if, after all, the Obedience, which 
you receive, be too like that which probably 
you paid, fomewhat unwilling and imperfed:. 
Another Duty of Parents, which the -Rule of 
the Text cannot fail of recommending to 
them, is^ making a due and timely Provifion 
for the decent Subfiftence of their Children* 
Either this was done for you, or you ftrongly 
felt, that it ought to have been done for yop. 
Which foever was the Cafe, you are inexcuf- 
able if through Extravagance or Indolence you 
negledl to do it for Them: and you arc 
equally fo, (for the fame plain Reafon) unlefs 
you endeavour with your utmoft Care and Skill, 
to guard them againft all forts of Dangers, 
and fecurc to them all forts of Happinefs, in 
the World, into which you have brought 
them. 

But then. Children fhould alfo think; (and, 
as they arc extremely apt td forget it, Should 
often call upon themfelves to think,) were 
there any one, for whom I had the fame Anxiety 
and Solicitude, that my Parents appear to have 
for me; and who had the fame Obligations. to 
me, ^hat I have to my Parents: ihouldlbe 
willing to have all my Kindnefs received with 

. Con- 
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Cpntcmpt or Indifference ; to have that Perfon 
prefer every Fancy of his own to my Comfort 
and Peace ? Should any one ever be put under 
my Dircdtion, fhall I be content, that before 
he can poffibly be capable of judging, he fhould 
infift on following his own Judgement, and 
pay no Deference to mine? Nay, fuppofing I 
had Faults, many and great ones, would I in 
earneft be willing to lofe all Obedience and' 
Refped: on account of them? Do 1 not already, 
notwithftanding all my Faults, expedt more 
Regard than a little from thofe, that are, 
younger than myfelf ? Do I not fee all Parents 
cxpeft it from their Children ? All Superiors 
from their Inferiors ? And fhall I not moft cer- 
tainly think hereafter, as They do? Why 
fhould not my Adtions therefore now be fuitabl? 
to what my Sentiments will be then ? , 

A third Relation in domeftic Life is that be* 
tvrfiitn Maflers and Servants • Now is it not 
exceeding natural for each of the former to afk 
himfelf. Were I a Servant, as I might have been, 
fhould I hold it reafonable to be treated roughly 
and haughtily, to be blamed or fufpe<fted with- 
out Caufe, to Have every Fault aggravated and. 
treafured up for ever, and little Notice takea 
of my behaving ever fo well ^ to have immode- 

S 3 rate 
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rate Labour or Attendance cxadled, or what |« 
fitting in any Kind withheld, or what is due 
for my Service detained from me ; to be ner 
gled:e4 in Sicknefs or Old Age, to be expofcd 
without Redrefs to Injuries fronj my Fellow- 
servants j to have no Inftrudion in my Duty 
given me, perhaps no Opportunity afforded mc 
of learning thofe great Truths of Religion, 
which are the beft Direction and Support 
through %l[\is Life, and the only Means of being 
happy for ever in a better ? If I ihould think, 
^nd juftly think, nayfelf intitled to receive th§ 
ireverfe of this Ufage, let me be fure to give it| 
gnd ftudy fo make that Subjeftipn, which 
cannot be a very pleafing State, as tolerable as 
pan be to thofe, who are in it : for mine woul4 
be a v>ery intolerable one, were $here none 
fuch. 

And furely, on the other Haqd, all Servants, 
in whatever Stations, ought to aik their Hearts 
with equal Fairnefs: Would it feem^ to me fit, 
were I a Matter, that my Servant fliould be 
^dftioneft or undutiful, qviarrelfome or dif- 
prderly, negligent or wafteful in , my family, 
when I had covenanted with him fbr the con-r 
^rary good Qualities, and was bound to pay hini 
g Y^ltrable Consideration for them ? Would I 
^"""^ ' ■ ' t>9 
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be willihg, ht filould betra^ my Secrets, hurt 
lily RcfjUtition, corrupt my Childreh ; or ariy 
Way prove my Enfeihy, whcli 1 had troUght 
hJm uhdtr rriy Robf to be ihy Frierid ? Would 
I be coiltetit, he fliould quit rtle withotit rea- 
ibiiablt Notice; or bear nothing front Me, 
^ho flerhap^s itltift htir thtith from Him ; 
murmur . at every Inconveniehce, and ap][)ear 
fehfiblfe of no Advantages ? If not 5 What I 
fliouId felquire, that let m6 do. 

But I proceed notv to 8u^6riors, not in 
Authority, but ih Rank only ; on Account of 
fonie one or raoirfe of the ^af ibus Pre-tminenceg, 
<hait raife Men orie aibove another. For thefe 
alfo, and their refpetftJve Inferiors, havp great 
Need to form their Cohdufit fii'fl:, and try it 
4ver after, by this excellent Rule. 

They, who thallenge Reverence oil account 
6{ thcit Years, ought frequently to refled:, 
itow ill they would digeft, were they young, 
that aflutaing Carriage, which they fometimes 
ufe: ho\v unjuft they would deem it to be 
treated penufiottlly and rigidly; to be con- 
deftmed, and it may 6e caft 6ff, for mere I'n- 
difci*etiohS, of e^en a few grofler Faults. But 
then young l^eople, in their Turn, cannot 
COnfider too much, and vtty feldo<n confider 
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nearly enough, how bitter it would be to them 
were they already in Years, how bitter it 
will be to them, when that Time comes, to 
have their Experience and Wifdom flighted, 
and be Objects of Diflike and Ridicule to every 
raw and thoughtlefs Creature, perhaps for 
tbofe very Things^, which ought to procure 
them Honour and Love, 

Again, Perfons of fupcrior Quality or 
Wealth fhould bring themfelves down in their 
Imaginations to the middle and lower Con- 
dition of Life : confult their Prcafts, what 
Pegree of Refpedt they would like to pay thofe 
dboye them jf what Sorts; of Condefceniion and 
Subfcrviency they would think it hard to have 
exa6t?d fronj them ; what Claims of Privilege 
they would judge oppreffive and injurious ; 
and let the Feelings, which they will thus 
acquire, and which perhaps will be new to 
them, regulate their Condudt. They Should 
examine well what the real State of the in-^ 
dnftripus, the needy, the helplefs Part pf the 
World often is; then place themfelves in it s^ 
while} and they would have a ftrong Scnfe, 
Jiow criminal it muft be in any Way to increafq 
their Difficulties^ how requifite in every Way to 
leflen them, But, at th? (^^mo time, meaner 
S P?rfons 
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Pcrfons alfo have full as much Occafion to con- 
fider, how grievous they would find it, were 
they in higher Stations, to be defrauded and 
impofed on, how provoking to be complained 
of without Caufe, how irkfome to be teized 
with unreafonable Requefts and Expeftations; 
and what a fhocking Thing it is for them to ufe 
fuch Infolence towards their Betters, as they 
would think insupportable, fhould even their 
Betters ufe it towards Them. 

A third Sort of Pre-eminence without Autho'- 
rity is that, which arifes from perfonal Accom- 
plifhments of Mind or Body. And here again , 
the Rule moft clearly diredls, thofe who excell, 
never to be contemptuous or oftentatious ; and 
thofe who are deficient, never to give offence 
by unequal Competitions, or Marks of Envy ^ 
for each would account them ejctremely injuri- 
ous, were he in the other's Place. But let us 
now go on to the 

lid. General Head, the Influence of this 
Precept, where Perfons are equal, or however 
jnay be confidered as fuch. And thefe are 
chiefly, either near Relations, Friends, and 
Intinjates, or fuch as have occa(ional Inter- 
courfe, in Bufinefs, in Converfation, in; Matters 
of Party Diipute, civil qr religious, in Subjed^s 
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of private O/FerictJ and Reftntfnenf, in Cafe* 
th« call for Gobd-riaturc and C0ITipaf^6n^. 

Near Relation^ always claim pecaliai* Aflbc-* 
liOQ and Regard, but too feldom pay if.- 
Negligence^ Ill-Temper, Emulation, mutual 
Jealoufy in Point of Intereft or Favour, alienate 
And four their Minds : and each complains of 
(he reft, becaufe none will apply our Saviour's 
Diredion to fearch and reforiii bimfelf. Ih* 
timacies, and what People call Friendfliips,- 
ate on the fame Account perpcitually liable to 
be broken off by Difgufts, frequently very 
Igfoundlefs ones ; and while they laft, are vefy 
commonly, either infincere ahcj treachcfotts. 
Of by wrong Partialities afld Compliaftees daii- 
gerous and pernicious : all which Tarings tftffi 
plain Queftion, ** would it be right, that w6 
fhould be treated, as we treat others,'* rtright 
eafily prevent. But I proceed to thofe, who 
have only occafional Intercourie. 

In Bufinefs, every one woulci think it Ir*d, 
even to be obftrufted and ddiyerf, muth taott 
to be over- reached, of oppfefied : whether by ' 
taking Advantages of Law againft coirtrtiori 
Juftice, or of his Neceffity, his Ignorance, his 
Miftake, his Inadvertence, his f^orgetfiilrieft, 
Cff any other Way^ Every one would be Wflfirfg 
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make a reafonable Profit of his Labour, hif 
poods, or his Skill ; and unwilling to allo^rr 
another more than is reafonable. Every otm 
wouI4 cxpcift from his Creditor all due Forbear** 
pnce } and more than common Forbearance^ 
when Circumftances required it. Every ono 
would e3fpc(3:, that They (bould not become 
his Debtors, who have no Profpedl of payings 
and that they, who, if they will take proper 
IVfcafures for it, can pay, ihould do it within 
the Tinie promifed. Every one would claim 
to have proper Notice taken of His Interefl^ 
^d Pretenfionfs, as well as thofe of other 
People J nay indeed to have fome Regard, . 
where there is room for it, paid to his bare In-p 
clinations, therefore all Tubings y ivhatfoever y$ 
would that MenJhoul4 do unto Tou, even Jo do ye 
pnto Them. To ufe even thofe unfairly, who 
have ufed us fp, is very bad : but to ufe any 
one unfairly, bccaufe Another hath ufed Us fo, 
|s what, were we to fufFer fuch Ufage,^ we 
fhould think monftroufly wicked. You will 
fay perhaps, We fbail be undone, if we confina 
purfelves to ad, as wc may incjeed reafonabjy 
wifh, but (hall wi(h to no Manner of Purpofe, . 
that Others would a£t ; and therefore we muft 
(Jq a$ They jjo; m% a? we would in v^in have 
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them do. But confider. Our bleiTed Saviour, 
you may be fure, forefaw this Objedion : and 
yet doth he 'allow> that^ to fecure ourfelves, 
we fhould violate the Integrity we owe to our 
Fellow-Creatures ? No : but only bids us join 
Difcretion with it. Behold ^ I fend you forth as 
Sheep in the Mid/l of Wolves : be ye therefore 
wife as Serpents^ and harmlefs as Doves ^. It 
is very true. Innocence without Prudence will 
nqt do for this World : but Prudence without 
Innocence will not do for the next ; nor always, 
even for this ; in which probably more Men 
of Abilities have ruined thcmfclves by adventu- . 
ring into crooked Paths, than weak Men 
have, by keeping to the flreight one. But to 
proceed. 

In common Converfation, you certainly ex- 
pedi: Civility and deceiit Complaifance; be care- 
ful to fhew it then : you would not be over- 
born 5 be not overbearing j you would have 
what you fay or do received with Candour; 
receive in the fanje Manner what the , reft of 
the Company fay pr do. You would be very 
unwilling to hear thofe, whom you refpedl, 
unhandfomely fpoken of: therefore fpeak un- 
bajidfomely of no one, whom it is poflible any 

> Mattfa, X, 6, 
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other Perfon may refpedt. And remember, 
there are Perfons who refpeft Religion and 
Virtue : and feel as much Uneafinefs at profane 
or indecent Difcourfe, as you can feel when 
your beft Friends are flandered. Again : you 
would defirc, that when any Thing is men- 
tioned, which can aiFedt your Charadrer, it 
fhould be placed in the moft favourable Light. 
Place therefore in the fame whatever may zffcdt 
the Chara(5ter of any one elfe. And even if 
you are not fo tender about Reputation ; yet 
r«colle<ft, that the People, of whom you are 
difcourfing, may : behave therefore as you 
would wifh them to do, if you had the fame 
Senfibility, that they have. You are tempted 
perhaps to take Liberties in Talk, becaufe yotf 
have a Talent for Satire and Ridicule. Bat 
how would you wifh others to exercife this 
Talent with Refpedl to you, if they had it, and 
you not? Should you defer ve to be made odious 
or contemptible, merely becaufe they had Wit. 
But your Motive, it may be, is of a higher 
Kind. You have a Zeal againft Wickedneft 
and Folly. Why, fliew i t then in promoting 
Virtue and Wifdom, and all will be well. But 
pafling hafty Cenfures, and (preading bad Re- 
ports, poflibly with little or no Foundation, 
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Is a iibrange Method of being zealous for what ii 
good ; and a moil unrighteous one you would 
think itr were the Cafe your own^ Or fup^ 
pofing that the Faulty about which you are fo 
yehenient^ is but too certain t were you never 
guilty of any, were you never irt Danger cS 
any ? And would it have been well done to 
^xpofe you for it to the utmoft ? Might it nof 
have made you defperatei infleadof refc^-ming 
you i How much more rational^ as well as 
bttmanei is the Apoftle's Injunction, to Jpeai 
"Evil ^ na Many tut Jbew all Meeknefs tmta aU 
Mtn I forf iaith he> we ourfehes weref$metmes 
Jinlijh^ dijQbedientf deceived^. Our Religion^ 
(and it is. greatly to its Honour) commands ui 
fo be ftrid: in our own Condudl, ytt gentle in 
€Hiir Remarks on that of others : and its Pro-« 
feflbrs are too often the Reverie j loofe in their 
Principles and Pradlces, bitter in their Re- 
flexions. Yet ftill, fuch Freedoms in Dif< 
courfe, when they are taken, not with Defig^ 
, to do Harm, but through mere Inconiiderate-* 
nefs, ought not to be much refented; becaufe 
moil Men muil be confcious, that they ard 
too apt to take the fame: for which they would 
undoubtedly think it hard, not to be pardoaeck 

« Tit. iu. 2, 3% 
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An4, above all, they who know that their 
Behaviour hath given ground for Cenfure, 
QUght to bear it very patiently, as what they 
have defcryed. For fo they would judge others 
under the fame Circumftances ought to do, 
both in Point of Juftice and of Prudence, 
' Another Occafion, on which dreadful la* 
juries, both in Word and jDeed, are £idly 
frequent; is ^hat of Difputes and Contentions, 
r^igious and civil, , For the Mildnefs and 
Lovd, which both our common Nature and 
oemmoH Chriftknity dilate, is not only tranf- 
gFed*ed in tbeip Ca&s by many without por^ 
ceiving it, but fome imagine the utmoft Ve- 
hemence a Duity 5 and defend it, by faying 
direSly, that were it pofBble for them to be as 
bad, as their Adverfkries are, they fhould think 
no Ufage too f^vere. But mufi: you not think 
it too fevere, t-o have it taken for granted you 
were thus bad| to have every random Aflertion 
to your Difadvaotage immediately believed ^ and 
a (hare of every ill Thing, that any one of the 
fame Denomination had done, imputed to You : 
to have Men work up their own Paflions againft 
you to any Height without Reafon, or follow 
the common Cry of their Side, or the fafhion- 
able one of the Times, without Gonfideration > 

Surely 

r • 
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Surely you ought to confider well, how you 
fhould like to have the Scdl or Party, the Pro- 
fcffion or Body of Men, that you were of, 
pointed out to be run down thus, right or 
wrong.. And in general it ought to be con- 
fidered well ; by thofe. Who have Power, what 
Forbearance and Moderation they fhould 
claim, were others in Power; by thofe who 
are weakeft, what Freedoms they would ac- 
count unfit to be taken with them, if they 
were the Strongefl; and by all Perfons, what 
they would reckon allowable and fair in their 
Oppofers, what on the contrary difhonourablc 
and criminal. 

But I go on from thefe more public Alterca- 
tions to that with which they are clofely con- 
nected. Matters of private Difpleafure and Of- 
fence. You make no Scruple perhaps of do- 
ing what mufl naturally difoblige and provoke 
others} but without Regard to that, purfue 
your own Interefl, or indulge your o^n Hu- 
mour. Now would you indeed be well pleafed, 
that the refl of the World fhould be as regard- 
lefs of your Inclination or Convenience ? You 
apprehend yourfelf injured, and refolve in- 
ftantly on Revenge, to the Extent of your 
Ability. But could you poffibly think it right, 

that 
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that the Anger of another, (and your own is 
juft as blind) fhould be left without Control 
to deternfiine> whether and how far you had 
done^ Wrong, and what return it deferved: 
that he fhould be Judge, and Executioner in his 
own Caufe, and perhaps not take a Moment to 
cooliirft? You feel, by having received an 
Injury, how very bad a Thing it is to do one. 
Recolledt then : Returning one is doing one j 
is doing it deiignedly too, with that fingle 
mifchicvous Intention : Whereas in all Likeli- 
hood the Perfon, at whom you are fo exafpe- 
rated, meant much more to ferve or gratify 
himfelf, than to hurt you, if he meant the 
latter at all. Or whatever his Intentions were, 
you have both a Precept of Scripture to diredt 
you on theOccafion, and a Promife of Scrip- 
ture to indemnify you. Sajf not, J will do to 
Jbim, as he hath done to mei I will render to the 
Man according to 'his Work ^ Say not, I will 
recompenfe Evil: but wait on the Lord, and he 
Jhalljiwe thee % If then you take the oppofite 
Courfe, you rejed what God hath exprefsly 
appointed to be your Rule 5 you chufe, inftead 
of it, what he hath exprefsly forbidden to be 
your Rule j you put yourfelf from under the 

•* Prov. xxiv, 29, * Prov. xx. 22. 

Vol. VII. T Prp- 
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Protedion of his Providence, and knowingly 
cxpofe yourfelf to his heavieft Difpleafurc. 
But you will fay. If we may not revenge our- 
felvcs, we may furely refolve to have nothing 
more to do with the Man who hath injured 
US; and look on all Obligations of Kindnefs to 
him, as cancelled. Novy here again confider: 
Would it be reafonable, if you had once, or 
more than once, behaved to any one as you 
ought not, that therefore you fhould berejedled 
for ever ? Might not you regain in Time a Title 
even to Friendfhip and Confidence ? Might not 
you from the firft be a fit Objeft of lower Marks 
of Favour ? Or fuppofing you did not deferve 
them, might it not be very laudable and right 
to treat you better, than you deferved ? Do not 
you hope to be treated thus, on manyOccafions 
by Men, and in the important Concern of your 
future Happinefs by God himfelf ? whofe 
Mercy you dare afk for on no other Terms, than 
thofe of being forgiven, as you forgive. If 
therefore the Forgivenefs, which you beg, 
includes Bounty and gracious Notice ; let that, 
which you grant, do fo likewife, in a proper 
Degree; and imitate the Goodnefs, which 
6therwife you will pray for in vain. Obferve 
but in what Manner our Saviour hath in St. 
5 Luke 
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Liuke connefted the Precept before us, with 
that of pardoning Injuries. As ye would thdt 
Menjhould do to Tou^ do ye alfo to ^hetn likewife 
"-^Loveyour Enemies and do good^ and ye Jloall be 
the Children of the Higheji: for he is kind to the 
Unthankful and the EviL Be ye therefore merci^ 
fuly as your Father alfo is merciful K But at 
leaft, you will fay, proper Submiflion may be 
required firft. Why undoubtedly it may. 
And he, who liath done the Wrong, fhould 
always confider, whether, if he had received 
it, the Satisfaction, which he deems it beneath 
him to give, would nbt have appeared Very 
neceflary for him to claito. But then at the 
fame Time, you, who have received the 
Wrong, fhould confider too, whether if you . 
hid' done it, you could have yielded to the ri- 
gorous Terms and debafing Compliances which 
you exad : nay, would not have thought it Very 
hard, that fuch, as might be in Stridknefs due, 
fhould be without Abatement infifled on. 

Another Situation, requifite to be mentioned, 
in which we are flrangely apt to violate our 
Saviour's Rule, i$, when Connexions cr Cir- 
ciimflances call us to (hew Courtefy, Love> 
or Pity, ..Very commonly we have fcarce any 

^ Lukcvi. 31, 35, 36. 
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Attention to return the obliging BehavioifTy 
•which we abfolutely expedl : give mighty imall 
Proofs of Affe<^ion, even where we fhould be 
miferaMe, .if the greateft vvere not given Vs; 
and hardly exjirefs the leaft CompaiEon to the 
Affliifted, whereas we ibould look for all pof- 
fible Afiiduity of Tfindernefs, wf re we in tfceir 
Condition. Or if even our Strength of Mind 
wpre fuch as not to need Support; we bu§^t 
furely to afk ourfelves^ what we fhould juMy 
wifli for, had we lefs Strength, as others may, 
5ut irtft^ad of being moved by that Confiderft- 
tionto a. friendly Sympathy, we can perfocDte 
the Wretqhed with unreaJ&^nable harHi Maxims 
of impracticable Wifdftpi; nay, perhitpsimr 
bitter their Sorrows yvith groundlefs or im- 
moderate ^.eproaches, wl>en the jofteftand Ae 
gentleft Reproofs would be ill-timed and hard- 
hearted* What Feelings the Perfons thus 
treated mud have, and confequently what our 
own under the fame Treatment would be, is 
incomparably fet forth in thofe wo.rdsof Job,. 
I alfo could /peak as ye do: if your Soul were in 
jny SouPs Jiead, I could heap up Words ^ and 
ft>ake my Jlead at you. But I would Jlrengtben 
you with my Mouth ; and the moving.ofmy Lips 

Jhould 
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fi>ould ajpmage your Grief *. This therefore is 
eur Duty: for this would affuredly be our 
Defire. ^ut then^ as diey, who are not in Af- . 
flitaion, fhould think, if they were, with whac 
Kirjdneis they fhould expe<a to he attended and 
regarded : fo they, who are, Cioulji think in 
K6tum» if it had fallen to their Ldt to pay 
this Attepdahcc and Regard, what Patience 
and" Rcafonablenfifs they fhould have exped:ed 
ftotn thofe, to whom they paid it ; and what 
thankful Acknowledgements, for difcharging 
aft Office but tolerably well, which mufl be in 
itfelf a melancholy arid unpleafing one. 

Thefe are fome, and I hope the more ufual, 
of the numberlefs Cafes, in which we fhould 
all be folicitoufly careful to do to others, as we 
would they Jhould do to us. Indeed were we to 
aim at taking one Step further, and a little ex- 
ceed the Goodnefs, which we conceive we 
might equitably demand, we fhould feldom go 
beyond the Rule, but only make fomewhat 
furer not to fall fhort of it : a Point, of which 
it concerns us in the highefl Degree to make 
fure. For when God is fo gracious, as to 
appeal to our Hearts, and govern us by a Law, 
as it were, of our own enadting : (a Law, which 

I Job xvi. 4, 5. 
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we cannot be ignorant of, cannot except 
againft, and one fliould think can hardly forget 
or mifapply ;) we muft be dreadfully inexcufa- 
ble before him, when we difobey it. ^ Indeed 
the general Difobedience to it which there is in 
the World, affords us a deplorable View of the 
State of Mankind ; and fhould excite us to a 
flria Examination of our paft, and a diligent 
Watchfulnefs over our future Condu6t. We 
have all tranfgrefTed even this moft obvious and 
unexceptionable Rule 2 let us all beg that Par- 
don, which our Saviour hath merited, for what 
« 

we have done ill; and apply for that Grace of 
the hdly Spirit, without the Help of which WQ 
pap dp nothing well. 
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Digitized by VjOOQIC 



[ 295 ] 



SERMON XIV. 



G E N. ii. 3* 

And God blejjed the Seventh Day, and fanStified 
it: becaufe that in it he had rejled from all 
his Work, which God created and made. 



THESE Words contain the Account of 
that original Appropriation of one Day 
in feven to the Purpofes of Religion, from 
which all fubfequent Appointments of the 
fame Nature have been derived. And therefore 
I (hall ta|ce Occafion from them to fhew, God 
willing, in three Difcourfes, 

I. On what Authority the Obfervation of a 
weekly Day of public Devotion and Reft is 
founded. 

II. In what Manner that Day ought to be 
fpent. 

T 4 I. On 
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» I. On what Authority it is founded. 

It is not only our Duty to addrefs God in 
private Prayer, but alfo to aflenible ourfelvcs 
together in order to offer up to him our united 
Devotions. As we are by Nature formed for 
Society, we ought to be focial in Religion as 
well as in other Inflances. As we are all 
dependant for every Thing W€ haVe or hope 
for on the fame Almighty Being the Creator 
gud Governor of the Univerfe, we ought all to 
join in openly acknowledging that Depen- 
dance, in begging with one Voice the Supply 
of our common Wants, the Forgiveriefs of 
our common Offences, the Remwal of our 
common Calamities ; and in returning Thanks 
for the various Mercies which we have in com- 
mon received from our heavenly Benefsuaor. 
^ut beiides this^ public Worihip is of all other 
Things the beft calculated both to chcn(h in 
C)urfelves, and by the powerful Force of Sympa- 
thy and Example to excite in others the warm-r 
eft Sentiments, of Piety and Virtue. Indeed 
without it (as both Reafon and Experience 
prove) Mankind would gradually lofe all Senfe 
of Religion; and without that the lower Part of 
them would quickly fink into the groffcft De- 
pravity of Mind, and Profligacy of Manners, 
flf C - Joining 
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Joining in Family-Devotions might indeed 
in fomc Degree guard againft thefe Mifchiefs, 
ftod anfwer the other good Ends abovemen- 
tioned : and large Families may be confidered 
aimoft in the fame Light with fmall Parifhes. 
But Family-*I)evotions are fliamef ully neglected : 
and were they univerfally kept up; they could 
feldom be eXpcifted to convey fo much Know- 
ledge, and would fcarce ever produce in the 
Mind fo flrong a Feeling, that whole Neigh- 
bourhoods and Nations are Members of one 
Body, as the Offices performed in more nu- 
merous Afierablies do. 

Since therefore on thefe Accounts there muft 
be public Worfhip and Inftrudlion: it is not 
only ufeful, hut necejQ^ary, that there ihould be 
alio fixed Times, appointed for it by fufficient 
Authority : for wer« it left at large to be per- 
formed at any time, there is but too much 
Reafon to fear that it would be frequently de- 
layed, or negledled, and at laft perhaps wholly 
^rown afide. But how much and what 
Time (hould be devoted to this Employment, 
if God had given no Intimation of his Will, 
every Society muil: have determined for them- 
felve5: and in all likelihood would have deter- 
mined very differently, For the imagined 
/ ^ Myfteries 
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Myftcrics and Excellencies of the Number 
Seven would probably have been no more re- 
garded, than thofe of other Numbers, which 
have as good a Claim : at leaft they would 
never have influenced even the fpeculative Part, 
much lefs the Bulk of Mankind, to any fuch 
Purpofe as this. And even fuppofing they 
could have known farther, (which with- 
out Revelation they could not) that God had 
ceafed on the Seventh Day from hi« Work of 
Creation, that alone had been no Evidence, 
that Man ought to ceafe every Seventh Day 
from his ordinary Labour, and fpend it in reli- 
gious Exercifes. A Divine Direction therefore 
muft be extfcmcly fervlceable : both to prevent 
all Doubts how much Time "would be enough; 
and to fecure a general Agreement in the parti- 
cular Time. For if feveral Sorts of Perfons 
obferved perhaps all the feveral Days of the 
Week, this Diverfity, were it to obtain only 
in different Nations, would be inconvenient : 
but in the fame, would obftrud Bufinefs to a 
degree almoft infupportable. 

Now fuch a Direction from above feems to 

have been yoiichfafed in the very Beginning of 

the World. * For when we read in the Text, 

and the Verfe preceding it, that &n tMSevenf6^ 

- Day 
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T)ay God ended bis Work^ and therefore bkjfed 
the Day andJandHJied it 5 that is, affigned to it 
the* honourable Diftindion of preferving the 
Memory of his having created all Things : 
the obvious Interpretation is, that this Ap- 
pointment took Place from- the Time that the 
Reafon for it took Place, from the Time at 
which it is introduced in the Sacred Hiftory ; 
and not from that of the Jewifh Deliverance 
from Egypt f two thoufand five hundred Years 
after. For it is quite improbable, that Mofes 
would both mention the Inftitution of the Sab* 
bath fo very long before he needed, and men- 
tion it in Terms, that naturally imply its being 
inftituted at th^ Creation, if it was not. Nor 
is the contrary Opinion of fome ancient Fathers 
of any Weight in this Cafe ; and much lef$ 
that of modern Rabbins. 'For neither of them 
had better Opportunities of knowing the 
Truth, tkan we have now. And both of 
them had Prejudices to bias their Judgement. 
The former, in difputing againft the Jews of 
that Time, were tempted to defend their own 
Practice of not obferving the Jewifh Sabbath, 
by alledging, that the Patriarchs before the 
Law did not obferv? it. Yet Ibme of them 
appear to have been of a different Opi- 
nion, 
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nion -f*. As to the Rabbtns» (though Pbilo.tlie 
Jew *, far ancienter than any of them^ and fomc 
of their own number j!^ thoo^t theObfervtnce 
of the Sabbath as old as the World, y6t in gene- 
ral) they magnified themfelves .in after Ages, 
by pretending that this excellent Ordinance 
was firft cftablifhed in the Hebrew Nation, 
And it is Tery true, we find no Inftance of keep* 
ing the Sabbath before the Days of M(ifes. 
But then, on the other Hand^ we find not 
even the Name of the Sabbath for almoft 500 
Years after Mq/es, that is, till David's Reignj 
and then only once ^^ and but once again ^ for 
above 100 Years more. Yet no one dbul>ts of 
its bein^ appointed, and in the main obferved 
through that Time : and therefore why not in 
the preceding Times alfo^ finpe there is the 
fame Reafon to be given for omittii^ the Men* 
tion of.it in both Cafes; that theHiOory is 
ihort, and comprehends no Particulars, that 
made fpeaking of it neceflary ? 

But flill, between the Cftzfinn and Mofes^ 
we find not only feven-fold Vengeance threat- 

• f Novadan de Cibis Jodaicis, c. 3. £ut]i> Decern Seunones 
ilU in Tabulis nihil novum doceht, fed ^pod obliteratum fuerat 
admonent. 

• Dc vit Mof. 1. 3. p; 1 75. J Seld dc In. k GA. 3. c. 13, 
> ^ 1 Chron, xxiii 31.^ ^ aKings iv» 23.; 

en^ 
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cried in the Cafe of Cain % and Noab taking 
fcvclri Pjairs of every clean Beaft into the Ark^ 
and Jacob bowing before Efau feven Times*, 
ibut both Years ^ and Days^ counted by Sevens; 
and a very particular Notice taken of the Inter- 
val of feven Days in the Hiftory of the Deluge'*. 
Nay, we find the very Name of Weeks jafed*: 
ivhich could not well have any other Original, 
than from the Inftitution of keeping the feventh 
Day holy. For there is no obvious Foundation 
in Nature for dividing Time into Weeks, as 
there i& into Months and Years from theCourfe 
of tdie Sun aiid Moon: nor any Manner of Pro- 
.bability, that in thofe early Ages the Period of 
feven Days was introduced from Regard to the 
ieven Planets j a Number which doth not»ap- 
pear to have been known then. For the Pa- 
triarch Jq/ipb reckons eleven principal Stars'": 
and feven are not once named throughout the 
OJd Teftament. Indeed the Prophet Amos in 
our Tranflatian fpeaks of the feven Stars ^; but 
the Hebrew Word exprefles no Number, and 
certainly doth not mean die Planets, and what 
it doth mean is doubtful ; and befides, Amos 

« Gen. iv, 15. ^ Gen. vii. 2, 3. « Gen. xxxlii. 3. 

' Genxxix. 18, 27. xli. 27, 29, % Gen. 1. 10. 

* Gen. vii. 4, 10. viii. 10. 12. * Gen. xxix. 27, 28. 

* Gen, xxxvih 9. * Amos v. S. ' 
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lived 700 Years after Mofes. Now fuppofing 
the Appointment of obferving this Day to be 
.made at the Creation, it would bind all Men, 
to whofe Knowledge it came, till it /was either 
in Form repealed, or tacitly fupcrfeded by fub- 
ilituting ' another in its Room. Accordingly 
we find "Job^ who is plainly not reprefented as 
a Jew, and is by many thought as early as Mo- 
fesy offering Sacrifices conftantly at the End of 
«very feven Days "• And perhaps the fevcnth 
^z^ that Day, on which the Sons of God (who, 
we read, fang together and fliouted for Joy at 
the Foundation of the Earth"). are faid iahis 
Hiftoiry to prefent themfelves before the Lord*. 
For it feems plainly to have been a ftated Day, 
and we know of no other, F;arther ftill, we 
find Balaam appointing feven Altars to be built, 
and oiFeririg on them feven Bullocks and feven 
Rams^ three Times over: which looks like a 
Memorial of the original feventh Day. Very 
probably indeed the Generality <Sf Mankind in 
Procefs of Time forgot the Celebration of the 
Sabbath, as they did the reft of their Duty : 
yet not fo entirely, but that a few fcattered and 
obfcure Footfteps of this, as well as other Ar- 

"> Job. !• 2, 4, 5. " Job. xxxviii. 7. » Job, i\ 6. ii. i. 
9 Numb, xxiii. i,, 14, 29. 

tides 
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tides of the primitive Religion, remained long 
afterwards amongft the Heathen. For though 
a confiderable Part of the Notice, which they 
took of the feventh Day, and the Period of 
fcvtn Days, might proceed from other Caufes^ 
one cannot fo well think the Whole did, as it 
began fo early, and extended fo wide *. 

Poffibly the Jews too had in a great Meafure 
loft the Remembrance of the Inftitution, dur- 
ing their Bondage in Egypt atleaft : where in-r 
deed their attempting to obferve it, by not 
working upon it, would only have expofed 
them to a larger Share of ill Treatment : on 
which Account Providence might rather per- 
mit it to fall for a Time into Oblivion. Yet 
when God is faid, in Nebemiah^ to have made 
known to them his holy Sabbath by the Hand of 
Mofes"^^ this doth not, according to the Ufe of 
like Phrafcs elfewhcre, prove, that they were 
totally ignorant of it .before : much lefs, that 
their Fore-Fathers were. And when Mofesy in 
Exodus, before the Delivery of the Law, tells 

• Yet the 7th Day, regarded by many of the Heathen, and 
which Philo mentions as being fo unlverfally regarded by them, 
wa^ the 7th pay of the Month. Vid. Carpzovii Philoniana. 
The Obfervation of the 7th Day of the Week perhaps degene- 
rated into this. 

H Neh, ix. 14. . 

them, 
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them, To-morrow is the Refi'(f the holy Bah^ 
bath unto the Lord\ it appears both from the 
Words themfelves, and the Time of ipeakiog 
them, that they are an Admonition concerning 
the Revival of. an intermitted Obfervance, not 
an Inftitution of a new one. For virhy fhotdd 
a Commandment be firit given in this Manner 
feparately then, which was in a Month after to 
be promulged with ^ much greater Solem-^ 
nity among the reft of the .Ten,, upon Mount 
Sinai ^ But if on the contrary it was from thei 
Beginning, it might be very -proper to remind 
the People of That, before they heard it joined 
with the reft by the Mouth of God Himfelf. 
And indeed the other nine being as old as the 
Creation, and obligatory on all Men, it fcems 
extremely probable from thence alone, that 
this, the fourth in Number, was fa too. 

However, the Nature of the Appointment is 
more explicitly fet forth in Exodus^ than inG^-^ 
ne^s. Not oply Sanftification of the Day in ge- 
neral, but Reft in particular is enjoined ; and 
the Injunction is extended not only to Servants, 
but the very Cattle, Several Reafons for it are 
alfo there afligned. The firft is the original 
one, becaufe God rejied on the Seventh Day : 

' Exod. snri. z)^ 

that 
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that is. He ceafed from his Work, it being ac- 
complifhed. For the Creator of the Ends of 
the Earthy as the Prophet Ifaiab juftly teaches, 
fainteth not, neither is weary \ And as wor- 
fhipping no other Deity, than the Maker of all 
Things, was the great Article, that diftin- 
guiflied the Religion of the Jews from the Pa- , 
gan ;, and as the Sabbath was a principal In«- 
ilrument of prcferving and exercifing this Wor- 
fliip : it is therefore faid to be a Sign between 
God and them^ throughout their Generations^ 
A fecond Ufc of the Sabbath was, to be a Me- 
morial^ in future Times, of the happy Ex- 
change^ which they had juft then made, of a 
State of Servitude and Labour for one of Liber- 
ty and Bafe, Rememker, that thou waft a Ser- 
vant in the Land of Egypt, and that the Lord 
thy God brought thee out thence, through a mighty 
Hand, And by a Jlretched out Arm : therefore he 
commanded thee to keep the Sabbath Day''. And 
it hath been thought by fome learned Men, 
that the Time of keeping it was then changed 
in fuch Manner, as that the primitive and pa- 
.triarchal Sabbath was reftored, when afterwards 
that Day, on which our Lord arofe again, was 

• Ifai. xl. 28. « Exod. xx^ci. 13. « Dcut. y. 15. 

VoJU, VII, U appointed 
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appointed to be obferved *. But without exa- 
mining into this, I proceed to the third Mo- 
tive, afligned for the Appointment of the Sab- 
bath, which was Mercy and Humanity : that 
thine Ox and thine Afs may reji^ und the Son of 
thy Handmaid and the Stranger may be refrejh^ 
ed"". And becaufe that pervcrfe Nation would 
otherwife have been likely, both to explain 
away general Rules to almoft Nothing, and in- 
deed to flight all Rules : therefore to the Pro- 
hibition in the Commandment, particular ones 
of fuch and fuch Work were added, in other 
Parts of the Lawf-; and the Whole was in- 
forced by the Penalty of Death "^i whereas 

♦ Wollius, Aft. Er. 174.5, _p. 694. thinks, that the 7th Day 
of the Creation being the firft full Day of Adam's Life, it would 
be not only his Sabbath, but the firfl of^his Week ; and that 
being afterwards turned to the Worfhip of the Sun, God gave the 
Tews the 7th of the W'eek inftead of it, but that Chrift reilored 
it. But Vignoles faith theBeginning of the Year was not chang- 
ed at the Exodus : and that the Day of it was Thurfday. Others 
think, that the 6th Day of the patriarchal forgotten Week being 
that of the Jewifh Exodus was made their 7th and Sabbath: 
whence the patriarchal 7 th would be their and our firfl. , 
^ Exod. xxiii. 12. 

t Of Ploughing and Harveft Work, Exod. xxxiv. 21. of 
kindling;. Fires, Exod. xxxv. 3. Indeed this lafl feems almoft in 
EfFed prohibited before the Law, Exod. xvi. 23. Nor might 
they buy or fell. Nch. xiii. 16. 

> Exod. xxxi. 14, 

People 

/ 
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People of better Difpofitions might have 
been trufted farther, and punifhed lefs rigo-^ 
roufly. 

Oi) this Footing Things remained, till ChriA 
tianity appeared : which being in itfelf a com- 
plete Inftitution and Rule of human Duty, no 
Precepts given to Mankind before, under Icfs 
perfedtDifpenfations, continue any farther obli- 
gatory, than they are either plainly confirmed 
by it, or in their own Nature moral iand un- 
changeable. This npt only the Reafon of the 
Thing fhews, but St. Paul hath fully and re- 
peatedly declared it ^ : and efpecially concerning 
theObfervation of the feventh Day of the Week, 
(which was the JewiQi Sabbath) by Name, in the 
fibcond Chapter of his Epiftle to the Coloffians: 
where having firft laid it down, that Chrijihqtb 
blotted out the Hand-Writing ^the former Or- 
dinancesy he infers : Let no Man therefore judge 
you in Meat or in Drink, or in RefpeSl of an 
Holy Day, or of the new Moon, or of the Sab-* 

• According to the Cambridge MS. of the Gofpcls* our Sa- 
viour had declared it, in this Point, before him. For at th< 
End of Luke vi. 5. it hath thefe Words, both in the Greek and 
Latin. ** The fame Day, feeing a certain Man working on the 
Sabbath, hefaidtohim; Man, if thou knoweH what thou doft^ 
thou art bleffed : but if thou knoweft not, thou art curfed, and 
a Tranfgreflbr of the Law.'' 

U 2 bath 
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bath Days ^ ; which Words are comprehenfive 
enough to repeal the patriarchal Sabbath Day, 
as well as the Jewifh, (which however was 
doubtlefs chiefly intended,) if indeed the for- 
mer was different from that, which Chriftians 
now obferve. • Again, the fame Apoftle, blam- 
ing the Galatians for defiring to be jlill under 
Bondage to the weak and poor Elements of the 
old Difpenfetion, faith : Te obferve Days and 
Months and Times and Tears : I am afraid^ Jeft 
I have bejlowed on you Labour in vain '. This 
Paffagfe, in its full Latitude, (which there ap-> 
pears no Neceflity of refl:raining,) implies, that 
all preceding Appointments of this Kind were 
under Chriftianity null and void. 

Still we read in the ftiftory of our Saviour's 
Sufferings, that the Women, which had fol- 
lowed himt returned after beholding his Sepul-- 
chre, and rejied the Sabbath Day, that is, the 
feventh Day of the Week, according to the Com- 
mandment*. But this by no Means proves^ 
that refting on the Saturday was to continue as 
much a Duty after his Death, as before: though 
doubtlefs it was a Duty as yet,^ with refpe<a to 

. y Col. ii. 14, 16. Concerning this Text, fee Mede. Difc. 
»5- P- £7- 

* Gal. iv. 9, 10, II. • LukexxHi.55, 56. 

^ w Them, 
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Them, and probably the reft of his Difciples 
too ; becaufe the Abolition of it was not as yet 
made known to them. Nor indeed would it 
havo been allowable for them, if they had 
known it, to offend the Jews, at fo critical a. 
Time, by a feeming Tranfgreffion in fo favou- 
rite an Article. It muft be owned alfo, that 
our bleffcd Redeemer direfts his Followers, 
when the approaching Troubles of 'Judta (hould 
come on, to pray that their Flight from them 
might not be in the Winter^ neither on the Sab-' 
bath Day^. But he did not mean, thatat would 
be unlawful to fly on the latter, more than in 
the former; but inconvenient only, which it 
certainly would ; becaufe the Jews, who had 
fought to kill him for doing Miracles on that 
Day, would affuredly, when his Difciples tra- 
velled upon it, though for the Prefervation of 
rfieir Lives, afford then^ no Accommodations i 
but impute, and, if they could, punifh it, as 
a Crime. It muft be owned laftly, that the 
Apoftles frequented the Synagogues on the Sab-? 
bath, that is, the Saturday : but only with a 
View of converting the Jews to Chriftianity, 
not at all of conforming themfelves to Judaifm, 
9fherwife than by Way of prudent Copdefcen- 

"'M^tth. xxiv. 20. 
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iion. From the fame Motive, and from a Spi- 
rit of abundant Piety, no fmall Part of the pri- 
mitive Chriflians alfo continued for fome Ages 
paying Honour to the Jewifli Skbbath : yet de- 
clared exprefsly all the while, that they looked 
on the Obligation of it as totally expired with 
the reft of the Law: on which Account, though 
they held religious Aflemblies on that Day^ yet 
they worked on it too. 

But though the politive and ceremonial Part 
of the Mofaic Law is abolished, yet the moral 
and natural Precepts remain in full Force, And 
the ten Commandments being delivered in a 
Manner fo peculiar to themfelves; and having 
fuch peculiar Notice taken of them both in the 
Old Teftament and the New, have been always 
deemed in the Church of Chrift a Summary of 
moral Duties. Accordingly, our Church hath 
placed them as fuch, both in the Catechifnt 
and Communion Service ; the latter of which 
direds us, after the Recital of the fourthj^ as 
well as the reft, to fay. Lord have Mercy upon 
us, and incline our Hearts to keep this Lawm 
But fome will aik. If we are bound to keep it, 
why are we not bound to keep the Day fpeci- 
fkd in it, the laft of the Week ? The Anfwcr 
is, that two Things are to be confidered: 

the 
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Ae general Intention of the Commandment, 
and the particular Means, by which it appoints 
that Intention to be executed. So far as its 
general Intention goes, which is to fct apart 
from worldly Bufinefs a competent Portion of 
Time for religious Ufes, it was ever difcoyer- 
able by Reafon, and binding to all Men. So 
far as it appoints this Portion to be one Day in 
feven, it was always binding, where it could 
be known; and direfts only to what the<^hrif- 
tian Church hath conftantly obferved, and prays 
with much Reafon to obferve it rightly. Now 
manyiearned Men have conceived it to dircft 
nothing farther: apprehending, that the Obliga- 
tion, which the Jews were under to keep the Day 
which they do, did not arifefrom the Words of 
the fourth Commandment 5 (for that, they think, 
would be equally obeyed by keeping ftatedly 
any one Day of the feven -,) but proceeded from 
God's Determination, made in the Wilderncfs, 
which one Day theirs fhould be, by caufing a 
double Quantity of Manna to fall on the pre- 
ceding, and none on that. ' If this be fo, we^ 
obferve the Whole of the Commandment as li- 
terally as they. Bat if it prefcribes, not only 
fome one Day in each Week, but particularly 
thelaftDay: then the Prayer, thiit God would 
U 4 incline 
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incline our Hearts t9 keep it, muft be undejftood 
with this Limitation, fo far as wc arc concern- 
ed in it ; that is, fo far as. it relates to onjb Day 
in ftven^ .not to the laft Day of the Week : which 
Limitation the Compofers of the Prayer muft 
certainly have defigned; for it is notprious^ 
that none of them thought Saturday was to be 
kept holy. And indeed the ten Comms^nd- 
ments have other Things in them, peculiar tQ 
the Jews, as well as this. Such is the Defcrip- 
tion, t&at brought thee out qfthe Land of Egypi^ 
out of the Hoiife of Bondage : and the Promife, 
that thy Days may b^ long in the Landf which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee. Now we are not 
concerned at all in the Peculiarities, even of 
this Part of the Mofaic Difpenfation : but, to 
fpcak in the Words of one of our Homilies \ 
Whatever is found in the fourth Commandment ^ 
appertaining to the Law of Nature^ ought to be 
retained of Chrijiians. Now the Law of Na- 
ture enjoins only a due and convenient Propor- 
tioii of Time to be kept holy. And fuppofing 
that Proportion to be one Day of Reft, after 
fix of Labour, in Memory of the Creation : we 
comply with it equally, whether we pitch oa 

«» Of the Time and Place of Prayer. 

4 * * the 
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the firft, or the laft. Day of -thpr Week for that 
Reft. 

But there ia one great Advantage in, chufing^ 
the former, on which the Author of our Salva- 
tion refted from the Labours of his State of 
Humiliation, afteraccopiplifliing the great Work . 
he had undertaken:, that thus \^e very fitly joia 
the thankful . Memorial of the new Creation^ 
(foi^.fo is our Reden^ption called in Scripture %) 
with that of the old. Nortioth our Obferva-. 
tion of the Day ftand, by aay .Means, on thisr 
Propriety alone : but on fuch other plain and 
ftrong Authorities,, as I (hall now proceed to fet 
before you. 

JEvery fingle Evangelift begios his Account - 
9f our Saviour's Refurreftion wrth/ obferving, 
that it was cm thefirji Day of the Week. Now 
it hj^d been perfeftly ncedlefs for any one of 
tjif^m to, have done this, and very unlikely Aaft 
all of thpm fliould, . had the Day been intended 
for no particular Ufe. But evidently it was : 
and for what Ufe, appears immediately. . For 
pa that very fame Day we find the Apoftles af- 

fcmbled, and Jefus in the Midft of them, in- 
ftrufting thiem with his own lyiauth **. Th6 
lirjt Day of the very next Week \^e find them 

* 2. Cor. V. 17. Eph. ii. 10. iv. 24. < John xx. 151. 

airemble4 
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ailembled again, and our Lord again withth^m \ 
Six Weeks after; at Pentccoft, is recorded in 
the Afts, athirdlnftance o£aU the Apoftles at 
leaft> being with one Accord, on. that Day, in 
one Place, where tbey "mere filled ivitb the Holy 
GboJi\ Farther yet, the fame Book informs 
us» that on tbefirji Day oftbe Week, 'uoben tbe 
Difciples came togetber to break Bread, to re- 
ceive the holy Sacrariient, Faul preacbed to 
tbemK And that great Apoftle himfelf direds 
the Corinthians, that, on tbe Jirji Day of tbe 
Week, every one fliould lay by, according to 
his Ability, fomething for the Poor*: which 
Example of Piety fuccceding Ages imitated, by 
charitable Contributions in their weekly Aflem- 
blies . Now if any Perfon can poflibly imagine^ 
that this Day was fo frequently fpecified in this 
Manner by mere Accident, let him only refled, 
that thrdughoujt the whole Hiftory of the firft 
Chriftians in the New Teftament, no other Day 
is ever fpecified, as any Way peculiarly re- 
garded by them. 

But farther ftill, St. Jobn, in the Revelation, 
calls it the Lord's Day, I was in tbe Spirit on 
tbe Lord's Day\ For that he means by that 

« John XX. 26. f Aa$ ii. I, 4. f AAj xx. 7, 

fe I Cor. xv}. ij i. » Rev. i. 10. 

Phrafc 
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Phrafe what we do now, is clear from hcnccy 
that St. Ignatius^ exhorting to the due Obfcr- 
vation of this Day, within a few Years after 
him, ufed it in that Senfe''; as did the whole 
Body of fubfequent Fathers, Councils, Laws 
and Hiflories : and no one, fo far as appears, 
ever ufed it in any other. This Day then hath 
the fame Mark in St. Jobriy that the blefled Sa- 
crament hath in St. Paul, of being appropriated 
to the Honour of our Saviour. The former is^ 
called the Lor is Day, juft as the latter is, the 
Lord's Supper. And accordingly the Epiftle of 
St. Barnabas, written perhaps before the Reve- 
lation, faith. We obferve with Gladnefs the eighth 
Day, on which Jefus rofefrom the Dead^ : con- 
fefledly meaning by the eighth, the next after 
the feventh, in our common Language the 
firft. Nor is there a fingle Inftance, from the 
earlieft Times downwards for 1 500, Years, of 
any Church or Se<5t of Believers whatever, that 
did not profefs keeping it holy to him. For 
what St. Paul faith, that one Man ejieemed qn^ 
Day aboiie another, and another ejieemed every 
Day alike"^, plainly relates to the keeping of the 
Jewifli Feftivals, which was greatly contro- 

^ Ign. ad Magnef. J. |. 
' Ep, Barnab. J. xj, « Rom xiv. 5. 

verted 
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verted at that Time, not of this Chriftian Fef- 
tival, aboat which there was no Controverly 
at all. 

Now fuch univerfal Confcnt, without Ex-' 
cation, amongft Perfons who diiFered (6 widely 
about Multitudes of other Matters, could not 
but proceed from fome original Injunftion, 
either of our Lord or his Apoflles. No Au- 
thority befides theirs was early or exteniive 
enough to be a Ground of the Pradice : and 
we cannot well think it was taken up without 
any Authority, for this Reafdn befides others, 
that if it had, fome ancient Council would un-- 
doubtedly have placed it on a furcr Founda- 
tion. But no Council ever pretended to efta- 
bliih the Obfervation of this Day : which, far 
from lowering its Obligation, heightens it very' 
much ; by fliewing, that the Rulers of the 
Church all along knew it to have been eflra- 
bliflicd from the Beginning by a fuperior Power*. 
And therefore they contented thcmfelves to eh-» 
force the Regard due to it, and determine par- 
ticular Doubts concerning it, from Time to 
Time. The New Teftament indeed doth not 

* Quod univerfa tenet Ecclefia, nee Concilils inftitatum> fed 
Temper retentum eft, non nifi Au&oritate Apoftolica traditum 
rediflitne creditur. Aug. d? ||apt. contra Donatiilas» L i^. c. 23. 

fay. 
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fkyy that our Saviour appoiated it. . But St. 
Luif faith in the 4^s, that after his Refurrec- 
tion he converfed with the Apoftles fort j Days, 
/peaking to them g^ things pertaining td the 
Kingdom of God^'i that is, the Gofpel Difpen- 
fation. And St. Clement^ the Roman, whom 
St. Paui to the Philippians calls bis Fellow- La^ 
hourer^ whoje Name is in the Book of Life % 
faith further, fFe ought to do. all Things in Or^, 
der, which the Lord hath commanded: to per ^ 
form our Offices and Services according to the 
appointed Seafons. And he hath commanded them 
to be doncy not at random and diforderfy, but at 
determinate Seafons amd Times ^. Now what 
Seafons can he fo probably mean, as the Re- 
turns of that Day, which bears our Lord's 
Name : and which later Fathers exprefsly affirm 
was kept by his Command *. But without any 
fuch Evidence; as in the Cafe of the Patriarchs 
before Mofes, and of the Jews for many Ages 
after him, though We read nothing in Scripture 
of the Obfervance of the Sabbat h^, yet we pre^ 

a A£ts i. 3. « Phil. iv. 3. p Clem. Rom. Ep. i. J. 40. 

• Eufeb. deLaud.Conft. p. 733. Ed. Readuig. Epiphan. Horn, 
de Rdfur, vol. 2 p. 277. fdth, Chrift blefled and fandificd the 
Day of his RefarredUoiiy referring to God's bleffing the Sab- 
bath. Auft. deCiv. Dei, 1. 22. €. 30. £p. 119. c. 13, Athan. 
deSabbato. 

fume 
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fume it from the Inftitution : fahere^ in the 
Cafe of the firft Chriflianst though we read 
nothing in Scripture of the Injlitution of the 
Lord's Dayy we may prefume it from the Ob- 
&rvance : juft as we do in the Common Law 
of our own Country ; in which Multitudes of 
Things are proved to be obligatory, not by pro- 
ducing the original Appointment of them, for 
it is not extant ; but by (hewing fuch imme- 
morial Ufage, as muft have proceeded from an 
Appointment formerly made by the fovereign 
Power. 

Or fuppofing that it was not our Saviour in 
Perfon, but the Apoftles, who inftituted the 
Lord's Day : (as indeed thofe Chriftian Writers, 
which have fpoken of it in the loweft Terms, 
have acknowledged, that it began to be obferved 
not only with their Approbation, but by their 
Authority '';) this will come very nearly to the 
fame Thing; For the Apoftles were fuch, as 
could fay. It bath feemed good to the Holy Gboft 
and to Us\ Nor could they defign it for a tem- 
porary Inftitution,^ fince the Reafons of it are 
fo evidently perpetual. But even fuppofe it had 
been only taken up with the joint Confent of 
the Chriftian Church : yet St. Paul would have 

1 Heylin^ p. 3$. ' Afts xv. 28. 

thought 
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thought it a fufficient Anfwer to all^ who (hould 
have pleaded for treating it withDifrefpeA, that ' 
if any Man be contentious^ we have nofucb Cuf^ 
tonty neither the Churches of God*. Sqppofe it 
had been onl)r enjoined by the Governors of the 
Church, yet the Diredion of Scripture is. Obey 
them 9 that have the Rule over you^ andfubmtt 
yourf elves : for they watch for your Souls \ Sup- 
pofe our Temporal Govtmor^ had required us to 
reverence it> as they have moftftridly; here 
again, the Direftion of Scripture is. Let every 
Soul befubjedi unto the higher Powers^ not only 
for JVratby but for Confcience fake : for they are 
God's Minijiers \ And as we confefs ourfelvcs 
bound by their Command to keep occafional 
Fads and Thankfglvings, on account of our 
worldly Concerns, why not a ftatcd Thankf- 
giving for Bleffings infinitely fuperior? But 
even were the Obfervation of the Day to ftand 
folcly on the Footing of its own Reafonablenefs 
and Propriety, yet this is the Proportion of 
Time, which the Wifdom of God fixed on for 
his Servants under the Old Tcftament: and 
fince we owe him much more than They did, 
why fhould we pay him lefs, of any Token of 
pious Gratitude ? If the Sabbath was a Sign 

* 1 Cor. xiV 16. « Heb. xiii. 17. " Rom. xni. i, 5, 6. 

between 
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ietween G^d and Tbem^ ^ io is the Lord's Day 
a ?ery cxprdHrc one between Chrift and Us : 
and why fhould we not declare, by this Mark 
anaong t!ie reft, whofe we are? Nay laftly, 
were it ground^ merely on its Ufefulnefs to 
Mankind; flill, a Writer, who was never fu A 
peded of Prejudice in Favour of Religion, Mr* 
Hobbes^ acknowledges that, though the copi- 
mon Opinion of Chriftians concerning this 
Day were an Error ; yet it would be a happy 
one, and the contrary Truth ought not to be 
publiflxed*. And another Author fince^ of 
the fame Stamp, hath confefled it to be the 
moft ufeful of the feven-f*: as indeed I hope 
hereafter to {hew you it is, by much better 
Proofi?, than fuch Teftimonies. If then any 
one of thefe Reafons for keeping it ought fingly 
^to be of fuch Weight ; only think, how forci- 
ble the Influence of them all united fhould be j 
' how complicated the Guilt of difregarding them 
all is, and how dreadful an Opening it muft 
give to the Difregard of every Tyb, that we 
can be under ! Think, I fay, of thefe Things, 

^ Exod. xxxi. 13, 17. 

* Hobbes againft Bramhal, in Morer on the Lord's Day, 
.p. 238. 

t Manideville, Eflay on Charity Schools, tcfwards the End. 

s and 
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and you will fee abundant Caufe^ both from re- 
ligious and worldly Con(iderations» to hold it 
in Honour, and apply to it the Pfalmift's 
Words, which fome have apprehended were 
fpoken with a prophetic View to its future In- 
ilitution : This is the Day^ which the Lord bath 
made : we will rejoice and be glad in it \ 

« Pf. cxviii. 24. 



Vol. VII. X S E R- 
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Gen. lAi 3, 



1 



jiml God btejfid the Seventh Dayy and fanS^ified 
it: becaufe that in it he bad rejied from all 
his Worky which God created and made. 

IN my former Difcburfe I (hewed you on 
what Authority the Appropriation of one 
Day in feven to the Purpofes of Religion flands. 
Let us now therefore proceed to confider, 

II, In what Manner that Day ought to be 
fpent, And 

1 . A due Portion of it ought to be employed 
in public Attendance on thd Worfhip of God, 
and religious Inftru(3ion. 

This, it muft b« owned, is not explicitly 
mentioned, either in the Text, or in the fourth 
Commandmcnti but only comprehended under 

X 2 the 
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the general Phrafe oi fanSlifying or hallowing 
the Sabbath: whereas the Point of Reft is par- 
ticularly fpecified. And without Queftion ab- 
ftaining from Labour^ in Memory of God's 
completing the Creation of the Heavens and 
Earth, (which fome of the Heathen held to 
proceed from blind Fate or Chance, whilft 
others worfliipped the principal Parts of them 
as Deities,) was of itfelf, without any Thing 
xtiox^y fanSlifying^ that is, devoutly diftinguifh* 
ing the Day, by a pradtical Declaration upon it 
of the fundamental Article of true Religion, 
that an infinitely wife and juft and good Being 
is the Maker and Lord of all Things, And 
enjoining the Jews afterwards on the fame Day 
to commemorate their miraculous Deliverance 
from Egyptian Bondage, and allow Refrcfh- 
ment, during the whole of it, not only to their 
Servants^ but their Cattle, muft greatly pro- 
mote amongft them, both thankful Piety, and 
Tendernefs of Heart, But ftill we cannot well 
iinagine, that they were left at Liberty to 
throw away all this Leifure juft as they pleafed : 
when the very Reafon of appointing it led them 
fo naturally to employ it well; and when, if 
they did not, many of them would of courf? 
employ it very ill, 

Befides^ 
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Befides^ the Law of Mofes direded^ that the 
feventh Day fliould be a holy Convocation or Af- 
fembly, as well as a Sabbath of Reft': and 
allotted to the Priefts and Levites 48 Cities in 
different Parts of the Land ^ : from whence 
they might with more Convenience go to per- 
form religious Offices in every Quarter ; parti- 
cularly that of inftrudting the People, which 
Mofes exprefsly affigns to their whole Tribe : 
^beyjhall teach Jacob thy Judgement s^ and If- 
rael thy Law"". Accordingly Fhilo * andy^/?- 
phus\^ who both lived in the fame Age with 
our Saviour, fay, their Lawgiver appointed his 
Law to be read and expounded, in public Af- 
femblies, for the Improvement of the Hearers, 

* Lev. xxiii. Comp. Numb. x. 2. Ifa. iv. j. 
* Numb. XXXV. i — 8. Jolh. xxi. 1—8. « Deut* xxxiii, lo." 

• Dc Septenario p. 282. Sec alfode Vit. Mof. 1. 3. p. 167* 
where he faith the Jews were to fpend the Sabbath sp lK€tftPAi§ 

KA?4iA 9£^yrr^f«< i^'mi^fHAi i^ fftf(^e^unf 3^ S'tJCAtocwiH, ivffi^ 
fiiiAi 7S )^ offioTHTOf )^ av/jL*jrAffiif ctpSTtr;. See alfo de Dec« 
Orac. p. 197. & de Mundi Opificio, p. 30. & Lib. Qais Re-^ 
rum, &c. p. 497. T%TApT9( /e Tcp/ rn; ah fTrAp-jiv^t i^ a/Aif- 
70^$ t^ofJLAj'of, ivA rmv atpa^sav avtm lliMlt^^A yiViffKi 
fit [JLvn/Ainy 74 A^pA7»f *taPta /p«rrof sp;)^«T«e/. 

t Contr. Ap. 1. 2. §. 17. 
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every feventh Day t which is very confiftcnt with 
the more folemn reading of it, appointed by 
him every feventh Year, at the general Meet- 
ing of the whole People ^ And St. yames aHb 
laith, Mo/es of old Time hath^ in every City, 
them that preach him, being read in the Syna^ 
gogues every Sabbath Day^. Still it mtift be 
tonfefTed, that this Pratftire is no where in thd 
Old Teftament exprefsly either prefcribed, or 
faid to be obferved : and therefore we may 
doubt, whether it became conftant and umver-^ 
fal very early. However we find there, that 
good Perfons ufually reforted to the Prophets, 
(doubtlefs for InftruiSion,) on the Sabbath Day ^ 
We find a Complaint, that the Enemies of the 
Jews had burnt up all the Synagogues of God in 
the Land ^ I which, by this Exprcflion» muft 
have been pretty numerous. We find a Pro-. 
mife, that upon every Dwelling'-Plave of Mount 
Zion, and upon her AJfemblies, there Jhatl be a 
Glory and a Defence "*. We find the Levites 
mentioned, more than once, as thofe who 
taught the good Knowledge of the Lord to all 
IfraelK When they had been^^r a long Seafon 

^ Deut. xxxi. 10, 1 3. * Afts xvi. 21. ^ 2 Kings iv. 23. 
« Pf. Ixxiv. 8. ^ If. iv. 5. i 2 Chr. xxx. 22. xxxv. 3, 

without 
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without 4 feacbing Prifji^ and Hi&ithout theLawg 
it is repi-efentcd as a dreadful Inftance df na-* 
tional Mifery *. And wHen better Times ar« 
foretold in another Booki Part of the Defcrip-^ _ 
lion is> thatJ9-^/« ont new Moon to dndtheri and 
from 6ne Sabbath to another^ all Fleflo Jhould 
come to worjhip before God\ 

On tbe Return from the Captivity, tkis Pfe- 
ditSlion was verified* And fo good were th« 
Effeds of the ilated public Worship and Teach* 
ing, x^hich thenceforward obtained more ge- ^ 
lierally than beforc> that even had it firft begun 
theUi it had deferved to continue through all 
future AgeSi For Idolatry, which nothing had 
hitherto been able to overcome^ was intirely 
abolifti^d by it : the Nation grew more virtuousi 
as well as pious j and enjoyed more Tranquil-^ ', 
lity^ than in any preceding Time* Sojourners 
in Judea^ and Inhabitants of other Countriesj 
into which they were difperfed, attending their 
Synagogues^ as tve find in the New Teftament 
they did| partook of a Blefiing^ which the 
Wifefl of their Law-givers and Philofophers had. 
Hot provided for them l and Multitudes of the 
Heathen were converted to the one true God* 
Indeed about the Time of our Saviour's Ap-* 

^ z Chr. XV. 3. » If. Ixvi. 23, 

X 4 pearance^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



328 S E R M O N XV. 

pearanccy (as every Thing good is apt to de^ 
generate ampngft Men,) this excellent Inftitu- 
tion was become an Inftrument of fome Super^ 
ftition and Uncharitablenefs^ as well as much 
Good. But that only iiicreafed the Necefljty 
of ufing it under due Regulations; that it 
might cure, by its proper Influence, thofe 
Evilsy which it had caufed by accidental 
Abufe. And therefore He firft reformed it, 
then by his Apoflles eftablifhed it throughout 
the World ; and provided for its being carried 
on to all Ages: and ever fince, the principal 
Seafon for indrudting Mankind hath been this 
Day. 

On this Day, from the very Birth of Chrif- 
tianity, as we read in the Ads, the Difci^ 
pies came together to break Bread"^: that is, to 
receive the Lord's Supper. With their break* 
ing of Bread, we read alfo, they joined tbeApof^ 
tle*s DoSlrine and Prayer^. Nor was this an 
A(St of mere voluntary Piety, but a Duty ftridUy 
binding. For they were commanded not to 
forfake the ajjembling themfehes together*^ when 
the utmoft Dangers attended the Pradlice. For 
the Service of thefe Aflemblies peculiarly the 
Chriftian Miniftry was inftituted : in thefe the 

• Aft? XX. 7. ft ASs ii. 42. • Hcb. 10. 25, 
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ChrifHan Sacraments were celebrated: good 
Chriflians were to be admitted into them, bad 
ones excluded from them. Indeed the Whole 
New Teftament confiders the Followers of 
Chrifl» not as iingle unconnected Believers, but 
as Churches or Societies, meeting together for 
the Honour of God, and their mutual Edifica- 
tion. And this they did fo conftantly, even in 
the Days of the bittereftPerfecution, that Pliny 9 
a Heathen Magiftrate, writing, within a few 
Years after the Death of St. Jobn^ to the Em- 
peror Trajariy for Dircftions how to proceed in 
punifhing them, defcribes thenj by their Cuf- 
tom of holding Congregations on a flated Day 
to worfliip Chrift, and bind themfclves by a 
Sacrament, or Oath, to commit na. Wicked- 
pefs *. Again, about 40 Years after him, Juf^ 
tin Martyr y in a Defence of them, when per- 
fecuted by another Heathen Emperor, gives the 
following Account of their Obfervation of Sun- 
day. For though that Name is undoubtedly 
fuperftitious in its Origin, as Monday and all 
the reft are, yet the early Chriftians ufed it 
without Scruple "f*, both becaufe they were not 
underftood by it to hav^ a fuperftitiou§ Mean- 
ing, and becaufe they could alledge a better 

♦ Plin, lib. X. Ep. 97^ f Tert. Apol. c 16. 

ij Ground 
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Ground for it, than the Idolaters, (which ac* 
cordingly fome ancient Fathers did*,) that theli 
Chrift, tbie Sun of Rtgbteoufnefs^ riifi ^ from the 
Grave, and flione forth with new Lilftrea On 
the Day called Sunday ^ therefore, faith Jufiini 
all of us, whether we live in the City or the 
Country f meet in one Placet niihere the Writings 
of the Apoftles and Prophets are ready an Ex^ 
bortation to Ihoe JUitaSly to them is made by the 
Frefdent of the AJfenihlyy and nve offer up our 
joint Prayers. Then Bread and Wine is brought i 
and after repeated Prayers and Praifes by tbt 
Prejidenty to 'Which the Peopli anfwer, Ament 
it is dijiributed throughoui the Congregation -, and 
Alms are colleSledy and left in the Prefdenfs 
Hands for the life of the Poor. After which 
he adds, The Reafony why we all meet on Sun-^ 
daysy isy that this is thefirjl Dayy in which God 
created the Worldy and on which dur Saviour 
Jejhs Chriji rofefrom the Dead\. 

Such was the Obedience of the firft Chrif* 
tians to the Rules of the Gofpel, though the 
Laws of Men punifhed it with Death : whereas 
we, who call ourfelves Chriftians too, and live 
in a Time, when God and Man require the 

* Hieron. in Pf. cxviii. 24. Ambrof. Serm. 60. Tom. v. P« 
81. Ed. Par. 

p Mai. IV. 2. t Apd. 1. Sd-jA 
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fame Thing, difobey both. And the Confe- 
qucnce hath been, that whereas Their Zeal fil-^ 
led them with all Piety and Virtue^ and con- 
verted the World to true Religioa; our Luke- 
warmnefs hath made us negligent and bad in 
the Whole of our Condud, and we are relapf^ 
log into the Profligacy ahd Atbeifm of the Pa- 
gans. For how indeed is it polfible, that Men 
Ihould know their Duty without being inftrud- 
ed, or regard it without being admoniflied? 
Attd what Other fufRcient Inftrudlion or Admo- 
nition will the Generality of thofe have, whd 
defpife That, which the Word of God hath 
feftablifhed for them ? The Church is the uni- 
verfal School, opened on this Day by the Divine 
Conimand, for teaching all Men Reverence to 
theif Maker, Love to their Fellow-Creatures, 
moral Government of themfelves; right and 
worthy and exemplary Behaviour in every Part 
of public and private Life. We appeal to youir 
Confciences, whether thefe Things are not 
faithfully taught here : and if they be, whether 
it is not of the laft Importance, that the Teach- 
ing of them be conftantly frequented ? 

Many Pleas and Excufes are made on this 
Head : but none will avail for the voluntary 
Omiffion of what God hath appointed. Think 
then with yotir own Hearts : Hath he not* ap- 
pointed 
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pointed public Prayers and Preaching ? And if 
he hath, why are not you to attend them ? 
Some, who do, perhaps you will fay, are not 
the better for it. But how can you know that ? 
They might be ftill worfe without it. Or 
fuppofing they are not better, if others are, 
(as undoubtedly Multitudes are) why may 
not you hope to be fo too ? They who fail 
of it, fail through their own Faults. Do you 
avoid thofe Faults : and you may juftly pro- 
mife yourfclf much Good from what, on many 
Accounts, is fo likely to da Good. Perhaps 
you do not fee this great Likelihood. But is it 
not want of thinking, or of thinking fairly, 
that hinders you from feeing what to others is 
moft evident ? Or though you were incapable 
of feeing it, which is wifer, 'You or your Lord 
and Mafter ? 

Poffibly however you admit, that Preaching 
may be of Service to the ignorant part of Man- 
kind, but apprehend it can inform You of no- 
thing needful, which you do not already know. 
But are you indeed, after confidering the Point 
with Impartiality and Humility, quite fure of 
this ? Or if you were, can you be reminded of 
nothing you did not think of? excited to no» 
thing you did not pra6lifc ? confirmed ia 
nothing you do pradife ? receive no Benefit of 

any 
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any Kind ? Why yes : there are Preachers, 
from whom, now and then, fome Degree of 
rational Entertainment may be expedted : and 
fuch, when Occafion offers, you are willing to 
hear. But is their any Preacher, from whom 
you can fail to hear Things of the greateft Mo- . 
ment to your prefent and eternal Happinefs; 
which, by laying hold of you juft at that Mo- 
ment, may be the Means of your efcaping 
Mifery in both Worlds ? And is not this your 
main Concern, in Comparifon of which, not 
only Entertainment, but Information in other 
Matters, is a mere Trifle ? Befides, is hearing 
the Preacher the chief Inducement that flioul^ 
bring you hither? Far from it. It is hearing 
the Word of God in the LelTons : it is paying 
Adoration to God in the Prayers and Pfalms 
and Hymns. If you attend not to thefe, you 
will partake of little real Benefit from the Ser- 
mon; and if you attend as you ought to thefe, 
you will never go back without Improvement, 
though there be no Sermon at all ; and you 
may improve very much by the meaneft thatjs 
delivered. For that depends, not on human 
Performances, but on the Divine Bleffing. 
What doth the' great Apoftle himfelf fay of his 
own Preaching, and that of his Companions ? 
JFbg then is Faul, and who is Apollos^ hut 

Minijiers 
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liinifiers by wbomye believed^ even a& the Lord 
gave to every Man? I have planted: Apollai 
"watered: but God gave the Increafe. So then 
neither is He 9 tbat plant etb^ any Thing i neither 
Jle, that ijOaterith: but God, that giveth the 
Jncre^ife ^ Therefore w^it on God for it con- 
ilantly» in the Ordinances, which he hath in** 
flituted ; for you know not by whom he will 
iend it : perhaps by the weakeil Inftrument he 
hath } that, as the fame Apoftle fpeaks, the 
Excellency of the Power may be of Him, and wa 
^Us \ Our blefled Lord aiTures all his Dii« 
ciples, that where two or three are gathered 
i^ether in his Name, there is He in the midft 
if them\ And if He be there; it matters 
little, who elfe is not. 

StiU probably fome of you will afk. Why 
fliQuld the BlejSing of God peculiarly follow 
public Prayers and Sermons, when you can 
make ufe of the fame, or better, at Home ? 
But if you can, is it true that you do : and that 
you do it ftatedly ? If not, this is only a poor 
Attempt to deceive others and yourfelyes. 
But fuppofing you do : may not God with 
Juftice try your Obedience, by direding in 
what Method you (hall apply for his Favours? 

y I Cor. iii. 5, 6, 7. 9 2 Cor. iv. 7. » Matdi. xviii. 20. 
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And m*y he not, with great Wifdom, dirc6t 
to This M^thQcJ ? Unlefs Mankind be taught 
to worship and ohey the Sovereign Lord of all, 
thfy mvft be wickp4 and n^iferable. The 
Generality cannot fufficiently learn in private 
to do this ; and moft of the Remainder will 
not. Without fome farther Care, the lower. 
Sort wiU be ^bfolute Barbarians: and the 
tipper, muph worfe, than they new are. 
Therefore God requires all to aflemble for In- 
j[lra£tion. Were he to make Exceptions; 
every one, that pleafed, would imagine or 
pretend Himfelf to be excepted. Therefore he 
prefcribes it even to thofe, who may feem to 
need it leaft : but who in Truth need his Grace, 
as much as any. If they will condefcend to. 
iet a good Example in this refpeft to others^^ 
they fhall be rewarded for it by fpiritual Benefits 
conferred on themfelves. If they will not, 
the Haughtincfs of their fancied Wifdom fhall 
\>c puniftipd by withdrawing the Divine Influ- 
0nces feqn\ them. And what is there, in this 
Procedure, unworthy of Ggd, who refijieth the 
Proud^ but giveth Grace unto the Humble ' ? 

But here fome of the upper Part of the 
^prld vrill reply, that they acknowledge the 

» Jamw iv, 6. i Pet. v. 5. 
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Neceflity of fetting a good Example : and 
therefore^ amongft their Neighbours and De*> 
pendents in the Countiyj they do go to Church 
on Sunday. But is it there only, that Ex- 
ample is neceflary ? Or is it not, if poffible, 
more neceflary in this wicked Town than any 
where elfe ? Doth not your Family here, fee 
your Negled of your Duty to God, and learn 
from thence to negled their Duty, both to Him 
and You. Do not your Neighbours and De- 
pendents in the Country hear of your Beha- 
viour when abfent from them ? And will they 
not very naturally conclude, that if you wor- 
ihip your Maker only at fome Times and 
Places, it is frotn no Principle of Confcience 
that you worfhip him at any ? 

But others will probably alledge, that they 
would be much more regular and conftant than 
they are, if it were not for frequent Hindrances, 
which intervene, and prevent them. But do 
you not often throw thefe Hindrances in your 
own Way ? At leaft, could you not eafily, if 
you would, remove them out of your Way ? 
Bufinefs perhaps, that might be let alone, is 
done; or what might, with a little Forecaft, 
be ,well enough difpatched at other times, is 
rcfcrved for Sunday 3 or what might be finiflied 

before 
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Ibcfbre Church Time, is delayed till then; ot 
what one Perfon might manage^ keeps feveral 
at home; And do you think this fitting, and 
will it be thought fb at the laft day, that every 
Thing dfe fhould be preferred before the mdft 
weighty of all Things ? That you fhould make 
Excufes for not ferving your Creator, which 
you would bci afhamed to make in any other 
Cafe, and can hardly make in This \irith 1 
ferious Countenance ! Be not deceived: God ij 
»d/ mocked ^ 

Some however will urge, that Care of their 
Health at leaft is a ferious Plea: and that^ 
during the Winter Seafon, they cannot attend 
public Worfliip^ without Hazard of it^ Now 
unqueftioriably, where this is really fo, God 
will have Mercy and not Sacrijice °. But do 
jiot thefe fame People venture to expofe their 
Healths^ on any Day of the Week befid^s,^ 
perhaps on fome Part of this very Day, to 
much greater Hazatds^ in Places, to which 
they have much lefs Gall ? And why then will 
they attempt in vain to blind others and them-* 
felves with this Pretence ? 

But a ftill farther Allegation is, that,- could 
they come to Church ever fo fafely,- they caa-» 

« Gal. vi;/. « Matth. ix. 13. xii. 7/ 

• VdL-ViL Y not 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



338 6 E R M O N XV, 

not poflibly : they have no Accommodations 
there. Would God all, who have, would 
conftantly ufe them ! But were they, who 
alledge that they have not, to fpeak their 
Hearts : Are they glad to make this Excufe, 
or are they forry ? If the former, it is not a 
fincere one. If the latter, I heartily wifli> 
that, where they are wanted, more Places of 
Worfhip were built. Some of thefe Perfons 
could do a great deal towards this : and pro* 
bably they fpend their Money by no Means fo 
well. But at prefeot there is Room, for the 
Poor without any Expence, for the Rich at 
very little Expence, even in this Town, at caie 
time or another of the Day, either at their 
own Church, or fomc Church or Chaipel very 
near them. 

But the Hotrrs of Church are inconvenient. 
And wliofe Fault is it, that they are become fo ^ 
We have not made them earlier: hwt thefe 
Complainers have n^de theirs abfurdly later. 
Why will they not, oq^this Day at leaft, alter 
them back to what th?y were formerly ? Da 
they not often bear with the Inconvenience of 
as great or greater Changes on very (fight Oc- 
cafions ? Why then muft a Change be thought 
impradlicabje or infupportable^ in order to 

attend 
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Hiticnd tipbn God and his Word ? Refled; a little^ 
how very low your Efteem of him muft be, if 
ybu think this too niucb to fubmit to on his Ac- 
count. Indeed they^ who do attend public 
Worfhip on the former part of the t)ay^ fhould 
remember that it is equally appointed, equally 
ufefal on the latter alfo ; and fliould difpofc their 
Pamiiy* Affairs in fuch a Manner, as to be pre- 
fcnf (fo many of theiii as can,) at each: apply^ 
ing to their Devotions that Rule, v^^hich the wife 
Jl^an lays down concerning their Charity : In 
ibe mofning fow thy &^df nnd in the Evening 
imtbheldnot thine Hand. For thou knbweft noU 
mhetbeir jhdll proffer ^ eft her this or that : or 
'iirhetier they both Jhall be alike good *. 

AncJ as all R»ttks of Meji are jointly con- 
cctned ill the Duty, of frequenting Divine 
Ofikes; all (hould allow their Servants^ and 
thofeVirith whom they have Gonccriis, Leifure 
fo^ it* If they defire Leifure for this Purpofe, 
refu^ng it is moil fhocking Cruelty : and not 
conlrsriag for it, is jcriminal iii the neict Degree. 
But eveji tfaoiigh they do not dcfire it j exhort- 
ingi (fifpofingt prefling them to it| day ihiift« 
ing up^n it, fo far as we have Authority^ i$ 
Matter both of Conicience and Prudence*. ^ 

Y a 9ut 
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But now, from the public Exercifes of Re- 
ligion, I proceed, 

2. To the private ones, requiiite on the 
Lord's Day. 

If, before we come to the Congregation, we 
think of nothing ferious ; or as foon as we leave 
it, lay afide out of our Minds every Thing, 
that we have faid and heard and felt there: 
we muft expe<5t to be little the better for our 
Attendance. And a principal Caufe, why Men 
are commonly fo very little the better, is the 
latter of theiie two great Faults. Our Saviour 
himfelf hath told us : When any onebeareth the 
Word of the Kingdom^ and confideretb it notg 
(for fo we ihould tranilate) then cometb the 
Wicked one I and immediately catcbeth away 
tbatp wbicb was /own in bis Heart. This is He, 
tbat receivetb Seed by tbe Wury-Jidf;^ . Since 
therefore hearing God's Word is a Duty of the 
Day, That Preparation for it beforehand, and 
Reflexion upon it afterwards, which are ne- 
ceflary to give it Root within us, muft be fo 
too. And let us aik our Confciences, Do we 
pra<3ife both ? Do we confider on the Morning 
.of the Lord's Day, for what excellent Ends it 
w^s diftingtiiihed front other$ ; how carefully 

Matdi. xiii. 19. Mack iv. 15. 
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we ought to keep our Feet^ as the Wife Man 
exprcflcs it, when we go to the Haufe of God * ; 
and what a Sin we fhall be guilty of, and 
what a Lofs we fhall fuiFer, if we regard only 
outward Form, and negleft inward Improve- 
ment ? Do we agaui, after Church, take the 
firft convenient Opportunity for retiring into 
ourfelves : for thinking impartially, what is the 
proper Ufe to make of all that hath been dfc- 
Uttered to us; for detern\iniilg, that we wilj 
make it, without Lofs of Time, and for in- 
trcatifig the Affiflance of Heaven, that we 
may : or are we glad to get rid of fuch unwel- 
come Ideas, by any Method, the firfl; Moment 
that we are able? And if our Behaviour hath 
been blameable in this Refpeift hitherto, (hall 
it be better for the future ? And will vftgive^ 
as the Apoftle dire^s, more earneji Heed to the 
things f which we have heard, left we let them 

But, befides the particular Subjeds, that 
have happened to be laid before us at Church, 
we have need to confider frequently at home 
the general State of our Hearts and Lives, and 
what we have to hope or fear fronii it, here and 
hereafter. Such Inquiries mgy indeed be made 
» Eccl.v.i. « HcKii u 
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on other Days : and the oftcner^ the better. 
But h it likely they will, if they are omitted 
on that Day, which is peculiarly proper for 
them, and on which we are continually re- 
minded of them ? Some have little Time clfe 
for any deliberate Sejf-Examination ; ' none can 
havp a fitter Time : why then fhould any one 
throw it away ? Ts there nothing you have need 
to learn pr amend ? Perhaps there is fo much, 
that you are afraid to fet aboijt thinking of it, 
Jf fo, your only way is to fet about it inflant^ 
ly. Every other Remedy wijl increafc the Dif- 
eafe: this alone will remove it. But perhaps 
you cannot think to good Purpofe long to-r 
gether. J>o then to good Purpofe what yon 
pan : bring yourfe|f gradually to more : ufc 
pious Books for your Affiftapce. Perhaps they 
feen> flat, and void of Entertainment : bu$ 
perhaps alfo, it is your Fkqlt that they do. 
Or if that were otherwife, is it not fufficreiit 
that by them ypu are Sfnftrtfdteilj, exhorted, 
warned, reproved, whep yqu want it ?, Tbci« 
is no Pleafure in this, hup djid ydu never per-? 
lift: in applying to any Thing, which at fipft 
gave you no Pleafure ? And fhould \t not be 
the greateft Pleafure to conquer your -Siiis, to 
advance in Goadnei& ? Poflibly in feme of thefe 
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Books you meet with Exprcflions now and 
then, which appear unelegant and Angular: 
and they excite ludicrous Ideas in your Minds 
inftead of ferious ones. But poflibly too this 
may proceed intirely from your own Ignorance, 
or wrong Difpofition. For the Authors of * 
many of them were Men of both as good Un- 
derftanding, and as good Breeding, as any, 
cither in their own Times, or the prefent. 
Or fuppofe the Defed to be theirs : yet furely,^ 
in other Cafes, you never flight ufeful Informa- 
tion or Diredlion, becaufc it is accompanied by 
a few Peculiarities : and why fhould you in 
this? 

But it may be your Hindrance is of a dif- 
ferent Kind. You are afraid, that employing 
regularly Part of your Sunday's Leifure thus, 
will expofe you to Ridicule, as formal fuper- 
ftitious Wretches. And have you no Fear on 
the other Side then, that employing it idly will 
expofe you to Cenfure, as irreligious and pro- 
fane Wretches ? Belides, there is no Occafion 
for all Perfons to know, how your Time is 
fpent. Or. if they did, are you to make th^ 
Opinion, or perhaps only the pretended Opi- 
nion of every inconfiderate Creature, the Rule 
pf your Life ? Think, how far that would 

y 4 carry 
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carry you. And if what they are plcafed ta 
call Superftition, or Prccifcncfs, will lead you 
to every Thing Right and Good; and the 
Negledl of it will lead to the contrary : he not 
afliamcd of it for a few reproachful Names ^ 
but fccure to your private Ufc, without aiming 
to be remarkable in doing it> a Share of the 
Lord's Day, proportioned to what your Cafe 
require?, and your Circpmftances admit : im- 
prove your Minds in religious Knowledge by 
reading ; improve your Hearts in religious Af-? 
fedions by Meditation an^ Prayer; guard your 
Steps by firm but prudent Refolulions : and 
let neither imaginary nor fmall Impediments 
keep you from this. At leaft qiake it an ufual 
Practice: but, if poffible, a conftant one. 
For the oftener you omit it, the ftronger 
Temptation you will be under to lay it afide 3 
and the more flatedly you perform it, the furer 
you will be of receiving, not only much 
Benefit, hut, after a \yhilc^ much ^onifort 
from it. 

Till you take the proper CJare of your own 
Behaviour on the Lord's Day, it muft be. with 
an ill Grace, an^d with fmall Succefs, that you 
can attempt to regulate, that of Perfons belong-. 
ing to you^ though it concerns you verv. miicB, 
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pn more Accounts than a few. And therefore 
you ought to be religious, for this Reafon 
amongft weightier, to make them fo« But to 
)be fo Yourfelf and negledt Them, is wonder- 
fully inconfiftentp And yet many, Whofc 
Sincerity in Religion one dares not queftion, 
fufFer their Servants, if not their Children, to 
live \yithout any Regard to it, or any Know- 
ledge of it ; as if they were totally indiflferent, 
both about their future Happinefs, and their 
own prefent Intereftt Very often they have 
pot the Shadow of an pxcnfc to ipake for this 
Inattention, Sometit^ies Qufinefs is pleaded. 
But on Sundays, at lead, there muil or ihould 
be I^eifure: and it is bqth unwife and wicked 
to fpend it in Trifling or Indolence, to the 
Omiflion of fo important a Care: which confe- 
quently is one of the private Duties of the Day* 
Hear th^Injuniflion of God tp the Jews, which 
cannot be lefs in Force among Chriftians. Tie 
Words 9 which I cotnmand tbee^ Jhall be in thin^ 
Heart: md thou Jhall teach them diligently unto^ 
thy Children \ and thou Jhalt t^lk of them when 
thoujittejl in thine Houfe^ and when thou wajkejl 
by the Wayy and when thou lieji down^ and 
^b(^ thou ^\f^fi ^P ^* This doth not mean^j. 

»> JJcqt. y|. (5, 7. 
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that our Converfation (hould be of nothing 
bcfides Religion : bdt it muft mean, that Re- 
ligion ftiould have a due Share in it ; ailid doubt- 
lefs then a peculiar Share on the Day, which 
God hath hallowed. Employing a Part of that 
In giving thofe about you the obvious Proofs of 
Chriftianity, juft Notions of the Hohnef^ of 
the Divine Law, and their Need of a Re- 
deemer and a Sandtifier, Inftrudion in their 
various Duties to God and Man and themfelves, 
joyful Expectations of the Rewards of Piety, 
iwful Apprehenfions of the Conifequences 
of Sin, affectionate Cautions againft the 
Dangers, to which they are expofed, will be a 
moft improving Exercife to yourfelves, and af- 
ford you the moft rational Profpedl of gaining 
in ufeful Influence over them, to your own 
Comfort, and to their Good in this Life and 
the next. Your Children are Part of your- 
fel^s : All, who depend on you, are place4 
linger your InfpeCtion, You complain perhaps 
of both. Why then will you not ufe the Op-f 
portunity of this Day to remedy what you com- 
plain of? In all likelihood they will be much 
the worfe for the Day, unkfs you endeavour to 
make them the better. You cannot indeed be 
fyre of prevailing with them, But if you do 

your 
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your beft in a prudent manner, and engage 
others to do what you cannot fo properly do in 
ferfon, you will not fail of being able to fay in 
general. As for me^ and my Houfe^ we will 
Jirve the Lord % They, who have never beca 
vipjous, may ufually with Eafe be made reli- 
gious, by good Advice and good Books, a 
l^egular example fet them, and a good-natured 
Watchfulnefs ov6r them. The very worft 
may be either reftrained or removed ; perhaps 
may be reformed, And how excellent an Ufe 
of the Day this would be, I (hall leave upoa 
your Thoughts in the Words of Scripture: 
He which convert eth a Sinner front the Error of 
bis Way^ Jloallfave a Soul from Jpeatb^ and hide 
.^ Multitude of Sins ^ 

« Jofli.?cxiv, IS* ^ James V. ao. 
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G E N. ii. 3* 

And God bkjfedtbe Seventh Day^ andfanSHfied 
it: becaufe^ that in it he had rejied from all 
bis JForkp which God created and made. 



HAVING propofed from thefe Words 
to (hew, 

I. On what Authority the Appropriation of 
one Day in fcvcn to the Purpofes of Religion 
ftands; 

II. In what Manner that Day ought to be 
ipent : 

I have, in two Difcour(e$t finiihed the former 
of thefe Heads, and made fome Entrance ofi 
the latter : under which I have coniidered our 
Obligations, 

!• to 
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1. To attend public Worfhip and In&ruddoti 
on this Day : 

2. To fpcnd a due Portion of it in the more 
private Excrcifcs o£ Piety. And now I proceed 
to ah<5lher I>ufy ; ^iph l5, 

3. To reft from Labour. 

This indeed is not fo ftridly required of 
Chriftians on the Lord's Day, ^s it was of Jews 
on the Sabbath : fo whdrtt liot only the fourth 
Commandment prohibited Work in general 
T^im^ but fwCher and more partkuTaf' PM^ 
liibrtiob^ werd given, and the Whole . moft 
feverd^ tn&nsed^ ior othdr parts of dioir Law^ 
as I have already obferved to you* Nor 
would milder Injundions have fuited the 
KatMre of die People: wfaich reqvdtied them'fo 
be treatiid, as St. Paul takes Notice^ like Chil-^ 
dren under Age, orPond-Servants": t9 whom 
iLulqs aife always prefcribcd more minutely^ 
and a more pundual Obfervance of thmu is 
eacpeded, and harfhcr Puriifhments are infliSed^ 
than after they are grown up to Years of greater' 
Pifcretion, and more capable of being trufted 
tbch^mfelves* Indeed the moft rigorous l^re-« 
caiKiofts proved infufficierit^ to make that wjtjm 
tvard Nation regard, long together, aimoft any 

» Gal. iir. i— u. 
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l^art of their Religion, before the Captivity, 
and to enforce the Obfervance of the Sabbath 
even after it ^. But as Profanencfs and Super- 
ftition very naturally prepare the Way for each 
other ; fo >yhea at Length they had recovered 
from the former, they fell into the latter : and 
fomc would not fo much as defend their Live$ 
on this Day % others would not cure a Difeafe% 
others would condemn the flighteft commoa 
Aftion, under the Notion of its being Work ^ 
as when theDifciples rubbed a few Ears of Cora 
in their Hands to eat * : which the Jews at 
this Day infift was a Tranfgreffion of the Law, 
Nay, they are gone farther than their Predc- 
ceflbrs in our Saviour's Time : for now they 
will not pull one of their Cattle out of a Pit oft 
the Sabbath, which then they would \ ye/iis, 
the great Reftorer of rational Piety, gave thai^ 
the moft convincing Proofs, that they were 
never bound to abftain from fuch Things*. 
Indeed, befides his other Arguments, which 

^ Neh. xiii. 15 — 22. < i Mace, ii, $t-^j^t. 

^ Matth. xii. 9 ---14. Mark Hi. i-«»6. Luke n. 6<^ii* 
aiii.io— 17. xiv. 1—6. 

• Matth. xii. 1—8. Mark ii. 23 — 28. I^ke vi. 1—5. 

^ Matth. xii. 11. Luke xiv. 5. Nizz. vet. ia Wagenieil 
p. 207, 208. 

r Sec the T«rts^ d, t# 
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you may read in the Gofpels, a fingle Rtri^/ 
allcdged by him on more Occafions than one^ 
that God will have Mercy and mt Sacrifice^ 
afforded the moft fatisfadtory DifciSion to every 
confiderate Mind, For if he preferred the Ex-^ 
crcifc of needful Humanity and Goodnefs^ 
before the moft fecred Inftitutions of his own 
Worfhip, (fo that the latter might be omitted^ 
if clfe an Opportunity of the former would be 
loft :) undoubtedly he would alfo chufe Mercy, 
rather than mere Reft from Labour, an Ap- 
pointment of plainly inferior Rank. As for 
imall and inconfiderable Adions, they come 
not properly under the Denomination of Work : 
and unlefs forbidden by Name, were always to 
be deemed Objedls beneath the Attention of 
the Law. Nor are we Chriftians bound td 
the fame Rigour cf external Obfervances, whiclt 
the Jews were. For the World being arrived 
at a proper Maturity for it, our bleiTed Re- 
deemer hath delivered all the Qiildren of God 
from that Subjeftion to thefe Elements, which 
their former State of Infancy required : and 
placed them under the milder DifcipUne of 9 
IHore ingenuous and manly Obedience. Not 
the Letter therefore, but the Spirit and Equity 
of the Precept obliges Us : only we niuft re- 

inember^ 
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hieriiber, that to abufe this gracious Indul- . 
gencci woiild be Ingratitude fuperadded to Pro- 
fanenefs i arid that our Concern is, neither Au- 
jpidly to entangle ourfeWes again- nvith the Yoke 
of Bondage, when Chriji hath made usfree^^ 
hor wickedly ufe our Liberty for an Occdjion to 
the Flejh^f or a Cloak of Malicioufnefs ^. 

To preferve this Medium hath been the En- 
deavour of his Chiirch, by prudently acconi- 
modatirig its Pradlicfe to the varying Circuni- 
ftances of fucceffive Ages. Whilfl thePov/efs 
bf this World were Heathen, and many Be- 
lievers Were Servants for Life to unbelieving 
Matters ; we do not find, • that they refufed to 
workj when cortimanded, on the Lord's Day: 
well weighirtg. We rriay be fure, how much 
that would hurt the Caufe of Chriftianity ; and 
that abftainihg from Labour on the Day was 
neither fO important in itfelf, as ilieeting for 
Worihip j iibr founded on fuch evident Autho- 
rity of Chrifl ahd his Apoftles j who probably 
were lefs explicit iii the Matter, becaiife an In- 
juridion oi that Kiild Would both have expofed 
the primitive Converts to much Ill-Treatment^ 
and the Gofpd itfelf to miich Calumny and 
Sufpicii^n. But as foon as ever the Civil Power 

* (5al. V. I. 1 Gal. V. 13; ^ i pet. ii. j6. 
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>va8 in the Hands of Chriftians, they fhcw* 
ed their Regard to the Day, in this Risfpcd: as 
well as others * : and though they did not call 
it .the Sabbath, or Day of Reft, for npiany hun- 
dreds of Years", yet they made it fuch imme- 
diately : only with fome Exceptions in parti- 
cular Points, which tlie Nature of Things, or 
the Exigency of the Times, appeared to de- 
mand. Concerning thefe, the following Ages 
differed from each other, both in Pradlice and 
Judgement: commonly inclining to Negli- 
gence, yet fometimes alfo to Superftition. But 
they fell univerfally into one very great Impru- 
dence, of appointing a large Nuniber of Holy- 
days, befides the Lord's Day : which degraded 
that, and obftruded needful Jnduftry. But a- 
mongft Us, this Evil was redrefled at the Re- 
formation, and Matters were once agaii;i efta- 
bliflied on a right Footing : till a Spirit of e?c- 
ceffive Stridnefs arofe, and led fome to aflert 
the Ncceffity of as fcrupulous, and as glopmy 
a Reft, on our weekly Feftival, as ever the 
Jews had obferved on theirs. Juft Apprehen- 
fions of Danger from hence unaccountably hur- 
ried fcveral both learned and devout Men into 

^ Cod. 1. 3- tit. 12. leg. 3. 
«> Hcylln, part 2. p. 60. Sec. faith, not till jooo. 
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ttie oppofite Extreme, without feeing h^ and 
without iufpedting^ (however firangei it may 
appear to us now^) that any Harni was to be 
feared on that Side ". Grievous Aniihofities ac-» 
companied the Difpute^ which contributed not 
a little to the general Cotifufioni that happened 
foon after* Since the Reftotationi Opinions 
have become gradually more rdafonable; but 
Praftlce hath grown fo very loofc^ notwith- 
ftanding repeated Laws for the Regulation of 
it, that few ni;ed be told what is permitted on 
this Day ; but Multitudes want much to be 
jreminded of what is required, and forbidden. 

Now fo much Reft is evidently required^ as 
will fuffice for the Exercifes of Religion^ public 
and private^ and the Purpofes of Mercy to our- 
felves, our Servants and oUr Cattle^ for which 
the Day was appointed. And whoever eonfiders, 
how many and important thefe are^ and that 
there muft be one Rule fixed for all Pcrfons to 
go by, cannot fail to fee^ that no other will 
anfwcr the End^ than that of excluding worldly 
Cares and Employments^ as much as poiiible^ 

« Hcylin faiA ^ in the Pedication of hi& firft Part to the King# 
that «« in fach a Ghureh as this^ there was no Fear, that ever 
the Lord's Day would have been overrun bjr the profane Neglect 
of any pious Duty, on that Day required.'* 

Z 2 fi^om 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



3s6 SERMON XVI. 

from Morning "to Night. When we have re* 
moved ourfelves, as far as we can, from com* 
mon Bufinefs, it is mighty apt to intrude upon 
our Thoughts, and drive but better Things. 
But how much more would it do fo, were we 
always to come immediately from it hither, and 
return immediately to it again ? 

Still fuch Works as are neceflary for the Sup- 
port of Life, or reftoring lick Perfons to Health, 
or preferving others from Attacks of great Dif- 
orders to which they are liable, may and muft 
be done upon the Lx)rd's Day: only the Doers 
of them flbould be peculiarly careful to fpend 
fomc of the Remainder of it in Adls of Piety, 
which they too often fadly negledl. 
* If Liabour of any other Sort could be ordi- 
harily permitted on this Day, it muft be that 
of cultivating the Earth, and gathering in the 
Fruits of it : the proper Seafons for which, 
efpecially for the latter, may otherwife be loft. 
And accordingly Allowances of that Kind have 
been formerly granted by Law \ But they 
have been found fo little needful, and fo liable 
to Abufe^ that thefc Laws have been repealed, 
and that of Mo/es refumed ; ^x Days Jhalt thou 

• Conftantine firft made a Law for this Purpofe. Cod. lib. 
3. tit. 12. leg. 3. 
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work : but on the Seventh^ in Earingy that is, in 
ploughing Time^ and in Harvejiy thoujkalt reji '. 
Never, I believe, hath any general Scarcity, 
feldom, if ever> any great Diftrefs in any par- 
ticular Place happened, merely by obferving 
this Rule. But were the Breach of it indulged, 
w^henever the Perfons concerned (hould think 
it neceflary ; many of them would plead the 
NecciEty every Year, and in a littlq while 
throughout the Year : fo their Servants and 
Cattle would be kept to inceflant Toil ; and 
juft that Part of the World, which moft needs 
inftrudling and civilizing, that is, the loweft, 
would have by far the leaft Opportunity for it. 
And if Working is not to be allowed on the 
Plea of Neceffity in their Cafe, much lefs can 
it in others, where the Urgency is not fo great. 
There ,is no Occupation, in which the Labour 
of fix Days will not maintain a diligent and 
frugal Man for the feventh, unlefs he wants 
Health and Strength, or is burthened with a 
helplefs Family : and thefe Things entitle him 
to public Relief. So that every one may have 
Leifure, on this Day, for ferying his Maker, 
for improving Himfelf in his Duty, for teach- 
ing thofe, who belong to him, theirs ; for en- 

P Exod. xxxiv. 21. 
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joying alfo a conifortable Share of Eaf^ and Re* 
frefhment. And if any one, from fordid An 
tachment to his own Intereft and Profit, is 
unwilling tp take I^eifurc for thefe Purpofer, 
he little underftfinds, what his real Intereft con^ 
fifts in ; and ihould not be fufFered; either ti3 
Jceep fuch, as are under him, from {ptnding 
this Portion of their Lives better ; or to make 
Adv^antages to Himfpif by Jl/abour, whren others, 
for fuch good Reafons, abftain from it. 

The Laws of our Country therefore are both 
juft and wife, irj prohibiting, not only Work, 
but (with proper Exceptions) Buying and 9el-r 
ling on the Lord's Day, For they fill up the 
Time and Thoughts, and detaiij Men from the 
Exercifes of Religion, as eifeftually as more 
fatiguing Employments ; nor will it b^ 
at all difijcult, with a little Contrivance, to 
avoid them* And it is both irreligious to do 
thefe Things needlefsly, ^nd cruel alfo to force 
others, either to violate their Confciences by 
cxerpifing their Callings when they ought not, 
or tp lofe their Bufmpfs by refufing to tranfgrefs 
their Duty, But if private ferfons will not ^t^ 
tend to fuch Confiderations, pubUp Magiftrates, 
^s Guardians of the Laws, (hould carefully fup- 
port the |nijoc9Ut, by punifhing the Guilty, 

Sefides 
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iSefidfe' thefe W^ys of^ bi^eaklrig tlie lioiy Reft 
of this Day, another is, needlefs TfSVellino^ 
liport it. If People take Joiirriies then about 
their conlaiori Bufinefs, it is as diredily follow- 
ing their Trade, as keeping open Shop. I^ 
the Journey be the only Bufinefs, it is trefpafsr 
ihg on the Quiet, probalily too on the Wor* 
fliip of the Day, in the Face of all the World. 
And this is often done fo abfolutely without 
atiy Colour of fiifficient Reaforii that it muft be 
mere Aftedatidn : fiirely not a proper Behavi- 
our towards bur Maker, nor a reputable drife 
aTriongft our Fellow-Creatures. Poflibly fome 
of the Great originally took it up, as a Dlf- 
tindtioh : but whoever will, may very eafily 
dlftinguifli himfelf in the fame Manner. In- 
deed too many, both of middle and even low 
Condition, have already learnt to do lb : go out^ 
early on Parties of DiVerfion and Antiufemcmt, 
from which they returiii late; throw away the 
moft facred Portion of their Time, and not z 
little of their Money, on Follies, if riot Vices, 
of which they thus acquire a deftrudlive Relifli; 
leave their Families, if they have any, expofed' 
to all Manner of Temptations; and fet both 
Them and their Acquaintance an Example of 
Difregard to Duty, arid of Madnefs for Plea- 

Z 4 {\tfc. 
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fure^ toD likely to ruin them in this Life %n4 
the next. 

But without \yorldly Bufinefs, and withput 
ftirring far froni their own Houfes, Men fre- 
quently cpntrivc to give themfelves bi^t Jittle 
Reft, and their Servants yet left : partly hy 
unneceflafy Entertajnm^nts apd Company at 
Honie, partly by a Multitude pf urineceffary 
Vifits Abroad ; which between them fo em? 
ploy feveral of the Family, if not the WJ^ple, 
that fcarcc any Day pf the Week is fo void of 
Leifure, Now fupppfe tl^efe Occupations were 
ever fo far fropi being laborious, yet it is by no 
Means fitting, that Hpurs allotted to Pipty and 
Recolleftion (hould be cpnfumed and fwallowed 
up in a Hurry of Trifles. We pught tp allow 
Seafoqs pf Quiet to pur Minds, as well as our 
Bodies, that they n?ay copl into ferious Thoughts 
fulj^fs : and vvhen ihall that be, if not pn this 
Day ? We pught likewife tp aflfprd every one 
under ijs ^ue Oppprtunities for learning, conr 
fidering, refqlvingi praying j aqd give them in 
this Refpedt, no lef§; than others, what isjuji^ 
and equqh, knowing that ipe a/fo have a Majler 
in TrLeaven"^. If they del^re it, 2^ Refufal 15 
grofs Jnhtirnanity. If they defire it not, they 

? Pee4 
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peed it but the more. And inftead of plea4ing, 
^hat if they h^d vacant Time, they would ufe 
it ill;- the right Way is, to provide it fqr them, 
^nd endeavour that they may ufe it welK Thus 
at leaft we (hall have done our Duty : which 
we ihall ufually find in every Senfe, but coa^ 
ftantly in the beft, is eonfulting oiir Intereft. 

After all that hath been faid, there may fomc-^ 
times rpmain Doybts concerning the Extent oS 
the Repofc, enjoined by this Precept. And 
then jpur beft Rule will be, on the one Hand,, 
ngt to take Liberties beyond the Pjermiffion of 
the Laws, and the Pra(5^ice of the mope pious 
and confiderate Part of our Neighbours ; an4 
on the other not to fcruple, what Propriety and 
Decency and reafoqabje Convenieppe require. 

But farther, ^s hardly any one is capable of 
fpending the Whole, and very few near the 
Whole^ of our Day of Ileft ifi religious Exer- 
cifes, to good Purpofe ; it will be requifite tq 
inquire, in the laft Place, how we are to em- 
ploy the Intervals and the Remainder of it, 
which we need not qr cannot employ thus, 
. Now there is nothing more fitly joined with 
Afts of Piety, than A(fts of Charity : one ex-! 
pellent Species of which, inftruding and ex- 
liortingthofe, vi^ho belong to us, hath beeq 

already 
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already mentioned: and extendimg^ the hmis 
good Office, in a prudent Mariner, farther, asl 
Occaflon fcrves, is an Employment adihirably 
fiiifed to the Day. Reconciling ourfelves Upon' 
ittb Pcrfons, betvireen whom and lis any Dif- 
pleafure hath been; is peculiarly recorhraended' 
by the Reafbn of the Thing', as well^ as by ^ 
Canon of our Church^, Vifitihg the' Poor and 
l^ick, not barely in the common JVlfeaning of 
the Word, Ft^t, but in the fcriptiiml Senlfe, of^ 
t&king- a kind Noliee of their Wants; is not' 
only direded by the fame Canon, bat couhte-^ 
iianeed by St. Paul: who gave an Oi-der both' 
tb the^Galatians and the Corinthians, in a par-' 
ticular Exigency, (which is equally a good Rul«' 
in others,) that each of them, ontbejirft Day 
^tbetP'eei^ fliould appropriate fomCthing to- 
wkrds* the Ncceffities of the Saints, as God bad: 
fr^ojpered^ bim \ And it is one delightful View 
ctf^the Day, to look on it as confecrated,'amongflr 
olher €3ccellent Purpofes, to that of forming 
and ei^ecuting Defighs of Tenderneis and Com- 
pafiion to our diftrelTcd Brefthren. 

But even where there is no Rootn for doing 
iffhat is commonl/called Charity, mere friendly 
Jhtcircburle and Converfation, With our Rela- 

' Can. 13. * 1 Cor. xvi. 1, z. 
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dons. Neighbours and Acquaintance,^ (if it 
take not up too much Time,) is a Dfemdriftra- 
tion of good Will, which contributes grektly 
to our mutual Happinefs. And God-s provid-i 
ing the frequent Return of a Day, when all the- 
World fhoiild be releafed from Confinement 
ahd Toil, and at tiberty to fhew themfelver 
in the moft advantageous and pleafirig Eight t& 
jcach other, (a Liberty which ftw in Propdf*- 
tion would ever enjoy, wete it not for this 
their Sabbath,) is an Adiorl worthy dfottr'gr'a- 
clous Maker, and- of unfpeakable Moment for 
promoting Courtfcfy, Affability, and kind Af- 
feftions. But it is more efpecially ufefbl for 
foftening and polifhing the rugged Tcttlpers- 
and Manners of the lower Sort of Men : who 
ought on many Accounts highly to value their 
Feftival Days, which one of the principal Hea* 
then Philofophers, P/afo, faith, the Gods ^p-^ - 
pointed in Pity to Mankind \ It was^ not 
therefore intended, that we fhould pais our 
Lord's Day in fullen Retirement, (hunning hu*^' 
plan Converfe^ or infeding each other with' 
Melancholy. The Jews were bid to rtjoice- in' 
their Peafts /5^r^ the Lord their God''. C\in£^ 

« Plat, de Leg. 1, 2. 
^ liCy. acxiif. ^o. 5eut. xU, 12, 18. xvi. 11. xxvU. 7. 
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tians arc bid to rejoice in the Lord always^. 
And a very ancient Father, Tertullian, informs 
us, that on the Sunday j for fo he calls it, they 
indulged peculiarly to Joy""-, as well they might, 
fince He who died j^r our Sins, then rofefor our 
Jujiification ^. Indeed would we but pra6tife 
Chriftianity as we ought, we fliould find ks 
Promifes of Pardon and Strength; its benefi- 
cial Precepts, and glorious Profpedls, the Af- 
furance of God's Love to us, and the Exertion 
of our own Love to Him and our Fellow- Crea- 
tures, Matter of the higheft Joy, both within 
ourfelves, and amongft i^ach other. And we 
are much to blame^ that we banifh religious 
Topics from our Difcourfe ; which might be, 
if properly introduced, themoft delightful Part 
of it. Not that lower Subjedls of agreeable, 
and cheerful Converfation need be at all ex- 
cluded from a Share in the Day : for harmlefs 
good Humour is an amiable and ufeful Virtue, 
Only we muft take Angular Care now of what 
we {hould remember always : that nothing cen- 
forious or uncharitable, nothing profane qr in- 
decent, nothing too light and ludicrous, come 
out of our Mouths ; nothing unworthy of ra- 
tional and religious Perfons. By fuch Behavi- 

yf Phil. iv. 4. « Apol. c. 16. / Rom. iv. ?s. 
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duf and Communication, we (hall obferve the 
full Import of the Prophet Ifaiab's Dired:iori to 
the Jews ; that they fhould honour the Sahbath% 
not doing their own Waysy nor finding their own 
Pleafure^ nor /peaking their own Words'^. This 
doth not mean, that whatfbever was pleafing 
was for that Reafon to be. avoided by them : 
but that Exercifcs of Piety ought then to be 
their chief Pleafure; and nothing unfuitable 
to them, however plealing, done or jittered. 
They were not to fay. Our Lips are our own : 
who is Lord over us^? but at this Time efpe- 
cially to prefer Innocence before Inclination. 

And as cheerful Difcourfe is not forbidden 
on the Day, fo neither is a <!he«rful Ufe of God's 
Creatures, who hath given us richly all Things 
to enjoy ^ The religious Governor Nehemiah^ 
after the People had been affembled to hear the 
Law, difmifled them with thefe Words : Go 
your Wayy eat the Faty and drink the Sweety and 
fend Portions unto them for whom nothing is pre^ 
pared : for this Day is holy unto our Lord^^ 
And it is faid of the firft Chriftians, immedi- 
ately after the mention of their Worfhip, as if it 
followed immediately after, that they did eat 

«,Ifa. Iviii. 13. * Pf. xii. 4. * i Tim. vi. 17. 

« Neh. vtii. lo. 

tbnr 
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fbe^r Meat witif Qladnefi, und Singknefs ^ 
ifefrt, pr (fifing -God ^. But thico both over* 
plentiful Indulgence* jmd luxurious Deliaacji 
JTO9i^ng the Gratification of our Appetite a ie* 
fipus Study> or in the etpreiiii^e Language of 
Scripture, God of cur Belly "^ 9 is very in- 
frpn^Aent^ not only with the Bufinefs of the 
pay^ but jwith our whole PcofeiJion* And yet 
Store fp are Intemperance and Debauchery s 
Mrhich profane cur Sabbath beyond Comparifofl 
waiife, than labouring upon it would do j per- 
yert it from the Service of God to that of the 
Deyil ; ^nd niake it a public MifcbieC inftead 
f)f .a Blefljng. To prevent this tho-efore every 
poe ought carefully IP watch over Himfelf, Pa-' 
rent? over their Chiidren^ Heads of Houfes 
pver their Fapiilics, and Magiftrates over the 
svbple Community* For very few Things 
would either do Inferi<»'S more Good, or intitlc 
J5^Up9riors to a larger Share of Divine Favour^ 
th^fi if the latter wpuld enable themfdvcs ta 
fay, with the excellent Governor above-mei^- 
tiooisd : / commanded to fan^ify the Sabbath^ 
Day : Remember m£$ O toy God% concerning this, 
ifndj^r€ me, according to the Greatnefs of tby 
Mercy ^^ 

* Aasii. 46, 47* « Phil, iii- 19, ^ Neh. xiii. 22- 
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But here a^Qucftion may be put : Suppofing 
Vice be avoided, may not Amufements and l?i*- 
verfions be allowed ? Now in the firfl Place, 
Who are they that afk this ? Perfons, that negi- 
ledl religious Duties ? They have no Right to 
afk it. Let them do what is commanded on 
the Day, before they examine what is per- 
mitted : elfe their Inquiry comes only to this. 
Whether they may difregard it from Beginning 
to End. For fuch to plead for Relaxation? af- 
ter the Bufinefs of the Day is over, when, God 
]knows, their whole Buj!inefs uppn it hath becqi 
Jdlenefs or worfe, is beyond Meafure abfurd. 
And therefore, when fome Recreations on Sun^- 
day in the Afternoon were unadvifedly per- 
mitted by Authority, for a while, above ^n 
hundred Years ago, they, who had not iirft 
attended both Morning and Evening jServicc^ 
were expjefsly forbidden to partake of them. 
And of thofe, who do attend the Service of 
God, very few defire them. Such of the Jta- 
bpuring, and Ipvfcf Sort of the trading People^ 
as profefs any Serioufnefs, are well cpntent 
with indulging then^fclves afterwards, at boti^i^ 
in ainicableConverfation, ch* abroad in a fripndly 
Vifit, or the I^efrefhmeijt of going for 9. whjile 
to contemplate the Beauties of the Creation^ 

which 
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which this 'Day was appointed^ amongfl: othef 
Things, to commemorate. And they are very 
fcnfible, that taking Liberties, at all confide* 
rably greater, would be unfit arid ilnlafe. The 
Minds of Men, even while they were at Churchy 
would be running on the Diverfioris, that were 
to follow : they would be tempted by them to 
negleft, perhaps intirely, religious Excrcifes in 
private: their Amufements would grow to be 
light and indecent, or tumultuous and mif"-* 
chievous, or both : Expences and Exceflfes, 
Drunkennefs and Debaucheries, Quarrels and 
Diforders would attend them : the Day would 
come by Degrees to be regarded as a Day of 
Sport only ; and if once pious Thoughts were 
baniftied at the Time peculiarly appointed for 
them, when would they find a Place in oui' 
Hearts ? 

Now if thefe Confiderations Ought to weighs 
and do weigh, with thofe who Sfe dmofl con* 
, ftantly kept to JBufinefs, and for whom alqn^, 
on that Account, the Recreations formerly al-* 
lowed, were intended and calculated) much 
more may they, who have Leifure for theni 
nearly as often as they will, and perhaps em- 
ploy a great deal too much of the Remainder 
of the Week in them, afford without murmur- 

iflg 
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Mg to diftinguifh one Day in feven by abftain- 
ing from them. Still the few of thofe, wha 
do not abflain from them^ and yet behave like 
ferious Perfons in other Inftances, ought to be 
refpeSed as jfuch ; and judged of, in this Par- 
ticular, with Moderation and Charity. But 
furely at the fame Time they fhould be afked : 
Where is the Need, where is the Good, of 
thefe Indulgences of yours on the Lord's Day ? 
If you are very fond of them, you ought, as 
i-eafonable Creatures, and moral Agents, to mor- 
tify a Fondnefs, for which you can have no 
juft Ground* And if you are indifferent about 
them^ for what Caufe do you afFeit to make 
this Innovation : contrary, we apprehend, to 
Religion; contrary, you muft own^ to the Laws 
and Ufages of your Country ? Is it to fhew^ that 
you think farther than the Vulgar ? Shew it in 
fomewhat better. Indeed, think a little far^ 
ther flill, and you will fee, that Compliance 
with wife Cuftoms is a wife Thirig. And why 
is not that Cuilom fuch, which ,hath obtain- 
ed univerfally amongfl us, till of late, in this 
Matter ? Is the Obfervation pf this Day grown 
fo cxceflively ftri(Si within thefe few Years^ 
that there is a Neceffity of taking new Methods 
to relax it ? Are all your Servants grown fo im- 
VoL. VIL A a . moderately 
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moderately fcrupulous, that you muft try td 
weaken the Force of Principle in them> by 
giving them to underftand, that you have but 
Kttle of it yourfelves ? For virhile they conceive 
yod to violate the Sabbath,. they will conceive 
you to ditfcgard God. Is this then the -Lights 
in which you would have Them^ in M^hich you 
would have other fcrious Perfons confider you? 
Whether they will inveigh againft you, or only 
grifeve for you, why fhould you give theni 
Caufe to do either ? Why fhodld you counte-^ 
nance and encourage the Prcrfahe, tempt the 
Confcientious,bjr your Example, todb what they 
inwardly condemn, or help to make them look 
lidiculbiiSi if theyftandout? But indeed, could 
you bring all People into your own Opinion^ 
ivotild it be defirable ? Are not Amufements^ 
knd particularly that of Play, grown much too 
general and frequent and expeiifive already ? 
And why Would you ihereafc it thus ? Why 
would you have the lower Part of the World, 
whom happily their Biifinefs prefervcs from 
fuch Things on other Days, come to think them 
lawful on this; when they have full Leifure 
for th^rii, and may argue vei'y plaufibly in Fa-* 
your^^of their own Inclinations from the Prac* 
tice of their Superiors ? Muft not the Intfoduc- 

. tion 
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tion of thcfe Liberties ptobably keep them, 
often ffQm Church, alxnoft always from being 
the better for going thither ; give them quite a 
wrong Turn, wafte their fmall Profits and Earn- 
ings, arid drive them to many unjuft Methods 
of repairing their Lofles, and fupplying their 
Extravagancies; by which, I need not tell you, 
their Betters muft be Sufferers ? On thefe Ac- 
counts an Author, not fufpefted of any Reli- 
gion, whom I quoted in my firft Difcourfe on 
this Subjed, had however Policy enough to 
fee, and lay it down for a Rule, that Diverfions 
ought to be ftridly prohibited on the Lord's 
Day* Indeed, befides thefe particular bad Ef- 
fects, the Ufe of them on that Day muft con* 
tribute in general to perpetuate without Inter- 
miffion an Eagernefs for Pleafure and Enter- 
tainment, irreconcileable with a Spirit of Piety, 
and to exclude ferious Thought even at the- 
moft ferious Times i^ 

It hath been faid, that fuch Employment is 
better, than talking and hearing Scandal. But 
I' am afraid the former by no Means prevents 
the latter. Or fay it did, where is the Neceffity 
of either ? If our Amufements alone reftrain 
us from Evil-fpeaking, we fhould put ourfelves 
without Delay under the Influence of better 
A a a Motives. 
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Motives. It hath been pleaded alfoy that Yfi^^ 
verfions are ufed in other Countries on Sunday 
Evenings without Harm. But in fome they: 
are ufed at that Time^ becaufe they^confider the- 
Sunday as over at that Time : for fhey begin* 
to obfervc it flriAly the Evening before, and 
we do not. But ftill many of them think even 
this an infufHcient Defenee of the Practice; 
though Travellers may happen, and no Won- 
der, to be chiefly acquainted with the freer 
Sort. That it doth no Harm, is eafily fjud, but 
bard to be proved. And were it to do but lit- 
tle, v/herc Men have been long accuftolned to • 
iti and are withheld^ by a more general Seri- 
oufnefs, a«d a fcvercr Excrcife of Authority^ 
from abufing it i yet it may do infinite Mif- 
cbicf, where it comes recommended by the 
Charms of Novelty ; and is fo unlikely, ib im-. 
poflible, to be confined within moderate Bounds, 
as in this moft licentious Nation. We have * 
much more Need therefore to learn from fo-*. 
reign Countries their Pradlicc of going tQ 
Church both the Morning Und Afternoon of thft 
Day, than of Rf«>reations in the Clofe of it : 
for it is extremely pervcrfe to rejcft their Au- 
thority in the former Cafe^ while we rely on it 
. in 
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.in the latter. Aod fur^l/i upon the Whole,, 
every good, every prudent Perfon, inftead of 
being ;scalous to propagiate Things of this Na- 
tpre, muft fee Cau^c to difcoijragie them, at 
leaft by abftaining from them ; and to labour 
in everv Way^ both for jhpir pwn S^kes and 
that of the Public, to preferve, {what there is 
much Wantof increafing,) the fmall Remain- 
der of Chriftianity, that is left amongft us. 
Confidered in our private Capacities, our Bufi- 
iiefs here is, not to pleafe ourfelves without Re- 
gard to Coiifequenpes^ bi|t fo to fpcnd the few 
Sabbaths and few Days, which we have to come 
on Earth, that we may be qualijfied, at the End 
of them, to enter into that eterna} Sabbath, 
that JRg/?, wbicb remainetb for the People of 
God^ in Heaven. And confidered as a Nation, 
we have great Caufe to remember, for our Di- 
rcdlon, the Promife and the Warning, which 
God gave the Jews for theirs. If thou turn 
4vway thy Foot from the Sabbath ^ from doing 
thy Pleafure on my Holy Day^ and call the Sab- 
bath a Delight ; the Holy of the li^rd, honour- 
able^—^I will caufe thee to ride upon the high 
PJapes of the Earthy and feed thee with the 

I Heb. IV, 9. 

A a 3 Heritage 
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Heritage of Jacob thy Father^ \ But if ye 
will not hearken unto me, to hallow the Sahhath 
Day— -^I will kindle a Fire in the Gates ofje^ 
rufalem, and it jhall devour the Palaces thereof 
andjhall not he quenched^ * 

' Ifa. Iviii. 13, ii|. * Jcr. xvii. 27. 
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Phjl. iv. 5. 

JLeiyour Moderation be known unto all Men ^ 
^hi Lord is at Hand. 



THE Word, Moderation^ fignifies in th0 
Original that Reafonablenefs of Mind, 
which curbs the Exorbitancics of all our Paf* 
iipns, Appetites and Imaginations; confining us to 
proper Degrees of being aiFefted by the Things 
about us, and of exerting ourfelves in Relation 
to them : from which larger Meaning it is 
naturally and eafily contradled to exprefs more 
efpecially the due Reftraints of Defire and 
Anger, Fear and Sorrow, In difcourfing upon 
it therefore, I fhall fo treat of the Temper 
in general, as to have a more immediate Re- 
gard to thefc Inllances of it in particular, 
Aa 4 whilft 
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whilft I endeavour to recommend the Virtutf 
of Moderation : 

I. From its Conduclvcncfs to the Pra<5lice of 
oof Duty. 

IL From its good Influence on the Happi- 
ncfs of our Lives here on Earth. 

III. From its Importance to that fuccecding 
State, the near Approach of which the Text 
places in our View. 

L I would fliew, how conducive the keep- 
ing all our inward Movements within juft Li- 
mits is to the Pradice of our Duty. But here 
it tnuft be obferved^ that a merely natural V^ 
hcmence of Spirit is not ftridly an adual Sin, 
though it be one of the Confequences of our 
6rjginal Depravity^ which we have ufually much 
Caufe to lament. For it always puts us on n 
harder Trial, than Perfons of a cooler Tempera- 
ment have to undergo. Yet ftill, the greater is 
our Virtue, if we ftarid this Trial : and the lefs 
our Guilt, if we fometimes fail, from Infirmity 
or Surprize. But if weadl wrong through grofe 
Negligence or deliberate Indulgence; that we 
were ftrongly inclined to it, is no good Excufc: 
for as we could not but know our Inclination, 

wc 
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we ought to have watched againft it, and checked 
k: Therefore it is not the Warmth of Temper, 
with which we are born, and againft which 
we ftrive, but the wilful or heedle|^ Indulgence 
of it, that unfits us for the Duties of Life. 

We arc all of us very fenfible, in the main, 

what thofe Duties are : we feldom err omch in 

any Particular, when we really defire to know, 

what is incumbent on us : the Fitnefs of pious 

and vfrtuous Behaviour is evident to our Un- 

derftandings ; and the EUleem of it natural to 

our Hearts. A Stranger to human Affairs 

would from this Account Immediately conclude, 

that furely fcarce any one ever mifled then of 

doing as he ought. We are unhappily too virell 

acquainted with them to judge thus: and fee 

the Cafe to be fo very much otherwife, that 

had we no other Guide to dircft our Inquiries 

than our own Reafon, it would be impoffible for 

us to fay with any Certainty, how we coniie to be 

fo ineonfiflent with ourfelves. But when once 

the Scripture hath taught us, that we have loft 

the primitive Strength and Uprightnefs, in 

which God created Man, all the reft is eafy. 

For we are furrounded here, on every Side, 
with worldly Objects, capable of giving us Plea- 
fure and Pain ; and of ftirring up in our cor* 

rupted 
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rupted Natures exccflive Emotions of De^fCjf 
Hope, Fear> Anger» Sorrow. Thefe Paffion$ 
importunately ^cit out Attention ; and ac-^ 
cording to the Degree, in which thdy are gra^ 
tified, ingrofs it to thenitfelves : till we find fo 
many earthly Things to long after, or to dread; 
to love, or to hate ; to rejoice in, or to lament j 
and that with fuch immoderate Earneftnefs^ 
that Virtue and ReUgion are feldom thought 
of, and feldomer ftill to any good Purpofe: 
their Obligations are, at fome Times, with 
miferablc Subtlety eluded ; and at others, re- 
solutely and defpprately broken through, even 
when we fee what we arc doing, and fee the 
Confequences. 

Thefe aire the daily Effeds of being toa 
ftrongly moved by the Things of this Life. 
And they are bitter Streams, that will flow, 
till the Fountain of our Hearts* is healed and 
furijied^ by Faith ^ in that Grace, which our 
blefled Lord hath procured for us by his Death, 
and offers to us in his Gofpel. Whatever we 
allow to make the greateft Impreilion upon our 
Minds, that will have the greateft Influence on 
our Conduit ; and by Degrees exclude every 
Thing elfc. It is our Saviour's Determinations 

* 2 Kings i. 21, 22. James ill. 2. ^ Afls xv. 9. 

that 
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that no Man can ferine two Majlers^'i that is, 
when their Commands interfere. We may in-^ 
deed change from one to another, and fo be 
faithful to neither, and difpleafe both. But 
whatever we permit for the prcfent to engage 
our Attention, that for the prefent we fhall 
purfue, and pafs by or trample upon every 
Thing elfc, which may ftand in our Way to ir. 
Thus, if we indulge confiderably the Love of 
Pleafure, of Gain, of Advancement ; we may 
defign indeed, or think we defign, along with 
it, to keep within the Bounds of Temperance; 
of Juftice, of Humility, and preferve a due 
Regard to the Interefts of a future State. But 
thefc Purpofes will be inefFcftual : the Objedts, 
to which our fallen Nature is prone, will by 
the Help of but a little Partiality in their Fa- 
vour, fill our Souls and bias our Adlions. Again: 
if we fufFer ourfelves to be difcompofed by the 
Happinefs of others, we fhall grow envious; if 
by Injuries from others, we fhall grow revenge- 
ful. If we let the more harmlefs Paflions of 
Fear and Sorrow become predominant, we fhall 
unfit ourfelves for Ufefulnefs in our Stations, 
and weaken our Senfe of Gratitude for theBlef- 
fings of Life. If we only give a Loofe to un- 

« Matth. vi. 24. Lukexvi. 13. 
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meaning Fancy and Caprice, we fball de^rad^ 
the Dignity of our Species, and be hurried not 
only into Folly, but Sin. In what Way focvcr 
Inclination bears us along, beyond the fober 
Dilates of Reafon, we (hall be continually and 
almoft irrcfiftably tempted to overlook and tranf- 
grefs thofe Rules of Duty, which a better Com^ 
mand of ourfelves would have enabled us to 
perceive and difpofed us to obferve* 

Our Maker eicpeds from us, that we fhould 
firft meafure the Value of Things rightly, thea 
eileem them fuitably to it. And almoft the 
only Error, by which we fail of this, is being 
affeded too much by the Concerns of the pre^ 
lent World, and from thence too little by thofe 
of the next. There is, it muil be owned, 
a great Variety of Wickedncfs amongil Men : 
and Sins direftly oppofite to each other. But 
in one Point they agree notwithftanding : that 
the Commiflion of them all is greatly owing 
to the fame inconfiderate Eagernefs, by which 
we paint to ourfelves Things here below in 
much too ftrong Colours, and receive fuch deep 
Impreflions from them, as efface, for the Time 
at leaft, all the Dilates of Prudence and of 
Confcicnce. Indeed over-much Vehemence, 
even in Matters, that appear to have no Ten- 
dency 
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dchcy towards Guilt, is both wrong in itfelf, 
and habituates Men to the fame Vehemence on 
worfc Occafions. Nay, Zeal for Things that 
ieem, or even are, good and laudable, if it cx^ 
ceed Bounds, frequently mifguides great Nuni«* 
bers, either to toiftake very ftrangely what they 
mekti to aim at, or to ufe Methods for attain-* 
ifig it, which are quite unjuftifiable. This 
hath been fo dreadfully the Cafe in political and 
religious Difputcs, that every one difpofed to 
dncommdn Heat about either, hath peculiar 
Need to examined his Heart, whether what he 
imagines to be neceflary Earneftnefs in the 
Caufe of God or his Country, be not wholly 
©r in Part finful Impetuofity 5 and to watch 
carefully againfl: that Extreme ; which may be 
as bad or worfe than the lukewarm Indifference 
of others. 

Moderation then, about every Thing relafive 
to this World, is highly requifite for the Prac- 
tice of ouir Duty. I proceed now to (hew you, 

II. That it is not lefs fo for tlie prefent 
Happincfs 6( our Lives. 

Every one of our Paflions, Appetites and In- 
clinations, when raifed too high, is capable of 
giving us very uneafy Agitations of Mind? 

and 
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^d fome^ if indulged at aU: beyond Reafon^ 
•jrc grievoufly painful to ourfclVes, and many 
Ways prejudicial to thofe^ amongfl: whom wc 
live. They of Courfc will be indeed or pro- 
voked to the fan^e tlnreafonablenefst of which 
they have feen us guilty : and thus it is, that 
Sins and Su^rings prop^atc one another, and 
increafe without End. But here I would con^ 
fider more diftindlly the bad Confequences of 
immoderate Defire and Anger^ Fear and Grief. 

They, that will not rcftrain their Defeee, muft 
often earneftly wi{h for Satis&ftions, which 
they cannot in' the leaft hope to obtain : and 
this directly brings on Repining^ Defpqndence, 
Mifery* And ufually fuch, as do hope, will 
^Ifo fear ; and continue, perhapa a long Time, 
in a very difegcceable Sufpenfe between both.. 
Or let Hope, if it can, be foftrong.as to ex-r 
elude Fear ; and full Expectation give the ut- 
nwft Pleafure : not to fay, that fuch Pleaftire, 
w.hilfl: it lafts, is tumultuous, waftes the Spi- 
rits, and wears the Frame; only think, how 
often, in a World fo uncertain, it will vanifli 
all at once; and what Eifeds a fudden Fall from 
this Paradife rnuft have on a Mind impatient and 
undifciplincd ! But fuppofing-* no fuch Difap* 
pointment to happen ; Perfons of an eager and 
3 reftlefs 
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feftlefs Temper, aftei: gaining one Point, arc 
Apt to be immediately jufl as folicitous about 
another: fo they are always in Purfuit, aiid 
never contented. What hutb Man of all bis 
Labour ; and of the Vexation of. his Hearty 
wherein he hath laboured under the Sun? All 
Ms Days art Sorrows j and his travel. Grief t 
yea^ bis Heart taketh not Reji in the Night* 
This dlfo is VarAty^. Very gentle and govern- 
able Defircs would fufHciently excite us to con-» 
fider what is really worth acquiring, and to bc-» 
ftow upon it the Labour, which it deferves. 
j^efides, not uncommonly People mifs the Ob- 
jedk of their Wiflies, merely by over-great 
Anxiety about obtaining iti And being anxious 
for any Thing beyond its Capacity of giving us 
true Happiiiefs, can do us no Service; but 
much Harm it eafily may4 Now that the fe- 
Veral Things, which Mankind run after fopaf- 
fionately do not make them happy, is a no^o-* 
rious Fadt. Every Day we fee thofe, who have 
been the moft fuccefsful in the Race, as mife- 
rable as any : or we might fee it, if we would, 
with the leaft Reflexion. And to what is it 
then, that they are facrificing the real prefent 
Enjoyment of their Beings ? 

^ Ecfl. iL 22, 23* 
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Another Paffion, in which wc are extremtly 
prone to be exceflivc, and wretched by the Ex- 
ccft, is Anger. We let very fmall Matters 
move us very greatly; fometiines inxaginary 
Faults of others : and fo wc difquict and tor- 
ment ourfelves, as well as them^ without any 
Manner of Caufe. A little Study of Modera- 
tion would prevent all this, and more Evil : 
would fupprefs that abfurd Unrcafonablenefs, 
which puts us often out of Humour, and now 
and then violently, without knowings why wo 
are io : would teach us to diftinguifh, (which 
we commonly forget to do,) thofe who faav€ 
not offended us from thofe who have; and 
would never allow us to puniih the Innocent 
with the Guilty. For want of this, Refent- 
ment boils within us, and perhaps flames out, 
to our extreme Hurt in ieveral Reipeds, againft 
fuch, as very innocently, from Accident or Ig- 
norance, or a juft Regard to themfelves or their 
Friends ; or it may be a kind one to us, ftand 
in the Way of any Thing, that we want to do 
or have. But even fuppofing that Men really 
treat us ill, yet it muft be our Wifdom and our 
Intercft to confider coolly, what Alleviations 
may be pleaded : what Miftake or Inadvertence 
of theirs, what Indifcretion of ours, or Sug- 
3 geftion 
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geftip,a of Qtbers, may have occafioncd theMIf- 
demeanpr. And acalm Temper will prefume, 
that there may be Alleviations, where none ap- 
pear* Or if there were none, it would ft ill re- 
fledl, that in this World, Things will go wrong, 
and human Creatures acS amifs : that we muft 
prepare ourfelves for fuch Events, and not be 
ihockcd at them :. that the OiFender is our Bro- 
ther, whom we ought to love ; and that, with 
all his Faults, we are but too like him ; fubjed:^ 
if; not to the fame j yet toothers; and poflibly, 
all Circumftanccs weighed^ nearly as bad, or 
wqrf^. Now. fuch Reflexions, made habitual^ 
would contribute unfpeakably to the Tranquil- 
lity and Comfort, of our Lives. Anger always 
gives Pain to him who feels it : and we ihould 
avoid feeling that Pain as much as we can. . It 
riies alfo, with .amazing Suddennefs, almoft in 
Spite of us, if once we give it vent, to thp 
jnoft unexpedled and pernicious Extremities. 
Even the lower Degrees of it difpleafe, and are 
intended to difpleafe* the Perfons againil whom 
it is expreffed : this excites them to make fuch 
Returns, as cannot fail ta be uneafy to us, but 
often do us great and lading and irreparable 
Mifchief : and from hence a very large Part- of 
tUe-Mifery, that Men undergo, proceeds* We 
Vol. VII. B b have 
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have but feldom reall]^ cbtifiderable Provoca- 
tions : and therefore it is abfiird to be aiFe<Sted, 
as if we had them frequently : and how confi-* 
derable foever they may be, it is highly impru- 
dent to let ourfclves be hurried away, we knovr 
not whither, by a blind and injurious Rage, the 
Parent of innumerable Inconveniences and 
fruitlefs Repentance ; inftead of poffejfing our 
Souls in Patience^ I and endeavouring to re-*- 
move, \yj Meeknefs of Wifdwn\ whatever would 
make our PaiTage thtough Life uncomfortable. 
But we ought to be Angularly mild towards 
thofe, who in Reality give us no Provocation : 
as they certainly do not, wftd only prdume t6 
diiFer from us in Opinion, b^e it in Religion ot 
Politics, or any other Point. Yet foch Diffe- 
rences have produced more of that Wrath cf 
Mnn, which worketb not the Righteot^efs rf 
'^od^, more bitter Cbnfentions, and more 
Shocking Barbarities, even amongft tfte pro*- 
feflcd Difciples of the meek^and hwfy^ Jcfus, 
than almoft any other Caufc hath dont any 
•where on Earth. 

Two other Paffions, nearly allied^ wftich 
often run to a iniferable-Excefs, are F^ar and 

• LukcAXi. 19. ' James Hi. 13. « James i. 20. 

*• Matth. XI.' 29/ 

Grief: 
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Grief: as indeed, when Defire of and Delight 
in any Thing of this World is tod vehement^ 
the Apprehenfion of lolirig it^ and Goiicern for 
having loft i^ will be vehement iri Proportion .■ 
And therefore we muft endeavour to nitfderatc 
the tw^o fprmer of thefd Emotions, if we would 
moderate the latter effeftiially. But indeed wc' 
can oftejt be nluch affli<5ted on parting with that 
in which we had little PleSfure : and extremely 
difturbed with Fear of what is by no Means? 
likely to happen ; or if it fhoiild happdit, woul(i 
do us but little Harm ; and will eertaiinly do us 
not the lefs but the mj^re, for being imimode- 
rately difquicted about it beforehaiid^ qrf grieVc(^ 
jLt it afteirwards^ But I Ihall dwell So longer 
on thefe two Pafiions,' becarfe the Weaknefs 
and Wretchedncis of indulging thertt is iiniver- 
lally aeknovirledged; though that Acknowledge-^ 
ment is far from putting Men fuffieiently on 
their Guard againft them.* Only it Ihoi^ild bef 
added here^ that avoiding Excefs of Anxiety 
tinder the Troubles of Life^ as it is a very com*^ 
mort Meaning of the Wordy tranflated Mode^^ 
ration^ was that in all Likelihood, which St/ 
Paul hid chiefly in his Mind/ For i( ioirhe- 
diately folk)\^s : Bd ilafeful for nothing i but in 
every Things with I'hdnkfgivingi let your tteqiiejis 
Bb a h^ 
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be made known unto God: and the Peace of God 
Jhall keep your Hearts and Minds through yejus 
ChriflK - * 

Here therefore I (hall conclude this Head. 
For there would be no End of reckoning up 
minutely the Inftances t)f being too ftrongly 
agitated by worldly Things, and the Mifchiefs 
that follow it : precipitate Judgements, rafli 
Refolutions and hafty Choices, made and per- 
fevered in j partial Fondnefies, urireafonablc 
Averfions, endlefs Animofities, obftinate tur- 
fuits of our Own Ruin : then utter Difcontent 
with ourfelves, the whole World, and the 
Maker of it : every Folly, every Sin and Suf- 
fering, of which an ungoverned Mind is capa-^ 
ble. 

'Thus then the prefent Wifdom appears of 
diligently cultivating, and I muft add, (for 
without it, all your Diligence will be in vain) 
carneftly praying for,' that Calmnefs and Mode- 
ration of Spirit, which the Apoftle requires 
that we fliould not only have, but fliould alfo 
let it be known unto all Men: an Expreflion 
comprehending feveral Particulars of great Mo- 
ment'^ that we fhould not be fatisfied with our 
own Opinion, that -we rule our Paffions well, 

* Phil. iv. 6, 7. 
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(a Matter about which we are daily deceived) 
1?ut proceed in the Difcipline of them, till every 
one elfc allows us to be Mafters; that the good 
Effe<5$ of ourCompofure fhould be perceived 
and.fclt> not only at ibme Times, and byfomcv 
Perfons, but always by all who arc concerned 
with US; and laftly, that we fliojald be careful 
to (hew the World around us, by our Example, 
fct before them with Decency and Modelly, 
how poflible, how becoming, how beneficial, 
the praftice of this Virtue is. 

And the Motive, fubjoined to this Precept, 
is a powerful one indeed : which therefore I 
propofed to lay before ypu 

III.. Its Importance to our obtaining a 
favourable Sentence in the approaching Day of 
Judgement, and eternal Bleflednefs in our future 
Life. Let your Moderation be known unto all 
Men. The Lord is at Hand. 

However plainly it appears, that ftrid Self- 
Government is the true Secret for Self-Enjoy- 
ment here, yet the whole World hath agreed 
and refolved upon it, that the contrary (hall be 
true : that the Life for a Man to lead, who will 
make the moft of his Time on Earth, is in 
a Courfe of eager Defires, vehement Purfuits, 
B b 3 and 
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and high Expectations, trnboundcd Indulgence 
jn what he lilfcs, aijd keen Refentments ag^inft 
all that would difappoint hin*. Each coafirms 
^he other in this Way of thinking and aifting. 
That we fee pne another raiferable by it, aay 
feel oorfclve$ to be fo^ this avails not ; wo go* 
on ftill, and fcarce any one hath the Courage 
to truft himfelf, land call the Judgenient of 
Mankind in Queftion. If it muft be fb then, 
let that Point be infifted on no longer. But be 
the Happinefs of this L|fe what it will ; yet if 
this Life bp not all^ Jf it be but a fmall Part of 
yvhat we arc concerned i«^ it will deferro but a 
fmall Part of our Attention. Apd looking on 
human Affairs, in tj^is Lights will foon place 
before us a very different ScenCi from that 
which ufuajly attracts our Eye, Here we are 
purfuing PleafureS| Riches, Rank, Power, 
fon>p Irpagination or another, belonging folely 
to this prefent State of ThingSj^ as our great 
Good : Qur whole fjearts are jcngaged and 
overwhelfTied in Fears and Hopes ?nd Joys and 
Sorrows, arifing from thefe Objefts, and no- 
thing elfe for any Continuance ^ffedts them. 
Yet all the while, this prefent State, and every 
Thing in it, is confeffedly a Triflp, compared 
to that eternal one, vyhich is to follow. What 

are 
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^re we about thent and how unaccouptably do 
we deceive ourfclvea! Wq ere not really mifcr- 
lible, if Tbing^ go .contrary to our Wifties 
here: we are not truly happy, if they go ac- 
cording to them. This World looks confi- 
d^ablq, becaufe its Objedis are near and 
glaring: but it deludes us. The Whole that 
we have to do with it, is the leafl and meaneft 
Part of the Bufinefs of our Exiftence.: and the 
Time will come, when we fhall fee its Enjoy- 
ments and its Sufferings, all it can promife oj^ 
threaten, tP be nothing ; and that the Differ-^ 
fnce between haying gone through it in prof- 
perous or adverfe Circumftances, is not worth 
mentioning. Now what we fhall fee to be 
troe hereafter, is true at prefent: and we 
03ould endeavour to be afFedced by it ac- 
cordingly. If we were, we fhould be little 
hefted by any Thing befides : but fhould pafs 
our Days in a happy Calm ; and pity thofe, 
who voluntarily fill theirs with Difturbance an4 
Hurry ; wa/k in ^ a vain Shadow ^ and difquiet 
tbemfelves in vain *". ^ 

But the Thought of a future State hath a yet 
further and ftronger Influence in this Cafe. 
The Felicity of it is provided for thofe only^ 

* Pf. xxxix. 4* 

B b 4 who 
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who have made themfelves fit for it, through 
the Help of <3od'g Grace, by an innocent Be-* 
haviour, and religious Frame of Soul ; neither 
of which is confiftent with being attached,- and 
given up, to the Things here below. A Heart 
and Affedtions tied' down to them, will grow 
like them : become earthy and bafe, infenfible 
of pious and virtuous Movements, unmeet for 
t&e Inheritance of the Saints in Light '. Ifciny 
Man love the World inordinately, the Lwe of 
4he Father is not in him ". They are different 
Spirits, thwarting each other' eontinpally: and 
we have only to chufe, of which we will be j 
for of both we cannot. - 

And it is a moft weighty Confideration 
towards determining our Ch©ice, that the 
Time which we have, either- for bufying and 
gratifying ourfelvcs here, or preparing for here- 
after, is of fmall Duration. For the Lord is at 
Hand. AH that we can hope or dread, enjoy 
or fufFer, in the prefent State, will foon be 
over, poffibly very foon : and all that we can do 
to qualify us for the next, how much foever wc 
want, muft be done in a very fhort ipace of 
time. The holy and ielf-denying Jefus, who 
expe(5ts and will aflift us to imitate him, but 

} Cohi. 12. » I John ii. ic. 

W4U 
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win caft us off ifttiirely if wc negleft it, he hath 
faid^ Behold, t come quickly, and my Reward Ts 
ivitB me, Jo give every Man according as his 
Work jhall be \ The Truth of thefc Things 
1VC all kriow; the Confequcnces of them wc 
all muft fee ; and no Words can make them 
plainer. l .• '. 

Not that either the-Affeftions or theAp« 
pctifes of our Nature are to be extirpated, :but 
enlyfeonfined'within due Bounds. . TheNccef- 
faries of each one's Condition in Life are ilill 
to fefe; provided,^ becaufe they are Niceffaries* 
The Duties, which we owe to each other here, 
arc diligently to be done, hecaufe :they a^e 
Duties. The Comforts, of Life too, as they 
ought to be thankfully received, may doubt- 
lefs be cheerfully ufed. Nay even. as to the 
lighter Amufements, if we make them not a 
Buiinefs, but a Relaxation only, at fit times, 
and in a fit Degree; fince our Infirmity may 
demand a little of them, that little cannot but 
be lawful. It is in, Truth, if we would con- 
iider juflly, a very humbling Reflexion to 
think we need them ; but fince we do, fo much 
$18 we need muft be innocent. And to perplex 
ourfclves with Scruples about fmall Matters of 

n Rev. xxii. | z. 

this 
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tiiii Kind^ would be at oQCe diilruiling the 
G6odncfs of God, ioiUad of enjoying it pro- 
perly ; and making our Livc$ uncafy to our-* 
klvts, and Religion Unamiable to others. Bu.^ 
though Errors on this Side ought to be mea^ 
tioned, and are very pitiable when they happen; 
yet they are far from being common. It is the 
Gpjk)fite Extreme that Mankind in general 
wants to be guarded againft* Let us then re* 
member that whtatewr Lengths we go in fhc 
Indulgence of any JLnclination beyond what is 
on one Account ot another plainly requa^te, 
we (hould be fure to proceed vith ff rioo$ 
Caution: for human Virtue is very weak^ 
and the Solicitations of Things prefent very 
powerful. * In Rcafon indeed they are of fmall 
Moment : but in Fadt we find it infinitely dif-^ 
ficult to fit loofe to them^ and referve our Souls 
for worthier Objects. 7'aie Heed tihe^efiire to 
your/elves y that yon fay not in your Hearts, m^ 
Lord dekyeth bis Coming, and either legin U 
fmiteyour Felhw^Servants, or to eat and drink 
with the Drunken: take Heed, leajl your Hearts 
be overcharged with the Cares or the Pleafunes^ 
the Refcntments or the Sorrows of this Life i 
and that Day come upon you unawares "*• For 

• Matth. xjtiv. 48, 49, l,ukc xxi. 34 

5 this 
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this I fay J Brethren^ theTimeisJhort. It re^ 
maineth^ that they that vfeep^ be as though they 
wept not ; and they that rejoice^ as though they 
rejoiced not ; they that buy^ as though they pof- 
Jejfed not ; and they that ufe this Worlds as though 
they ufed it not. For the Pajhion of this World 
pajfetb a'lpay '. 

f } ConvU. 29, 30,31. 
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P H O V. X. 7. 

The Memory tfthe Jujt is bkffed: but the Name 
of the Wicked jhall rot. 



F 



ROM thefc Words I fhall endeavour to 
(hew, 

1. How great a Concern Men naturally have 
to leave an honourable Memory behind diem. 

IL What Care God hath taken, that both 
the Good and the Bad fhall be efteemed after 
Death, as they defcrve. 

III. What Care We ought to take of the. 
fame Thing. 

I. That Men have naturally an earneft Soli- 
citude, to leave an honourable Memory ber 
hind them. 

c This 
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This indeed is not cxprefled, but evidently 
implied in the Text : which being doubtlefs 
intended as a Motive to good A£tions> and a 
DilcDii^ement from bad^ can yst be neither^ 
unlefs Mankind are influenced by Regard to fu- 
ture Fame 2 which indeed they afc to a verj^ 
high Degree* All Men in all Ages> with ex^ 
tremely few Exceptions, if any, have both de- 
fired and endeav«)ured, that others fliould en- 
tertain a good Opinion of them $ and, if pofli- 
hh^A pt^ dne. To this Puifuit^ Multitudes 
have facrificed theti^ Bftfci th«$r Intereil, the 
deareft of their other Paflions, and their Lives 
themfelves* They who have failed iil it, have 
gJvett the ftfbngelV, and fomeiimts moft fho$Jt- 
ing and fatal, Proofs of their Unealkiefs t they 
wh0> hive ftsocesded, have always expre£^d the 
hi^tuAJay io the Acquiikkm> mid been cdc>< 
bnted and envied, as happy JPcribns^ Even 
the lowwft Part of jcfae Wodd have thought the 
Efteem of their Acquaintance, wem the Circle 
of>.tljem ever fo^ narrow or mean, well worth 
having : And the moft deftitute of any confide-? 
table Advantage or Accompliftiment to be va-* 
lued for, have ftill fci up fome Claim to Repu- 
tation^ xvere it a trffting, 'were it a gfofindlefs^ 
were it an abfurd one, rather than have flone^ 

They 
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They, who khow they hkvclbrfoited their Title 
t& a good Character, labour hard however, 
, fe^ coftcealing and palliating Matter^i to retain 
as much as th^y can of it. And even the abaa«- 
droned to Wickednefs, who know tht^ir Fellow- 
Creaittres in general muft abhor them^ ftill aim - 
« 4 little Comfort from the wfcetched Applaafes 
of their Accx>mplices. Th^ who take Pains 
tt get over the Love of Reputation, manifefli 
i» Spite of tbemfelves, the utmoft Fondn^fe 
for it, whenever they can have it ; and often 
grievous Longings after it, in thofe very Cdfpj, 
where they have deftroyed it irrecoverably with 
their 6wn Hands. Even they who affijtS to 
ridicule it as a Folly and a Cheat, have ufualijr 
ndlhi^ elfe in View than to obtain it, for a 
jiretcnded Sagacity in deteding the Cheat. Nay^ 
tbch as think their Duty binds them to extir^ 
pat^ it from their Breafts, as it Frailty tmd a 
Sifl> certainly think they deferve, and almoft 
<fonftantly Ihew they eipofit, much the mor^ 
of it on that Account. A truly good Perfon, 
indeed, wiU always, in. the firft Place, fi^kthe 
Hdnmr, which cometh from Gi>d only ^. .For if 
4e* hw the Pr^iife of Men y mortthan his ^i our 
Saviour hath warned us> by the Example of the 

« John V. 44. k John xii. 43. 

Jewr^ 
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Jews, who iverc highly guilty of this Wegfc^ 
hefs> that wc (hall neither judge nor ad a^ wc 
ought. And it would be a juftiy ruinous Mif* 
take, either to do bad Things for the &vour« 
^l>Ie Opinion of thofe around us,, or good Things 
to befeen of them only, and have that for mt 
Reward'' 9 instead oi Jetting God always before 
us\ -zxidifoekingfor Glory j Homur and Immor^ 
tality^s by approving our Hearts and Lives to 
Him. Bat ftill, Defire of being efleemed by 
oUr Fellow-Creatures, confidently with» and 
in Subordination to, our Maker's Approbation^ 
is d' natural, and therefore an innocent Paffion; 
prompts us to what is right, and fupports its in 
it I and furely wc have Need of every Support. 
Npr doth Reafon only, but Revelation recom- 
mend it to us, even in the more perfedt Difpen- 
fation of the New Teftament itfclf : exhorting 
us' to the PradHce of Righteoufnefs. and PeacQ 
from this Motive : For be that in tbefe things 
yervetb Chriji^ is acceptable to God and approved 
^ Men\ 

But we not only all defire an honourable Rer 
pute, each according to his Notion of it, in our 
Life- time; whilfi: it may be ierviceablc to 119^ 



« Matth. vi. I, 5# * Pf. xvJ. 8^. ' * Rom: u. 7. 

? Rom. xiy. tS. 
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tb be thought well of; and muft at lead be 
pleating^ tb be told that we are 3 but we have 
earncft Defires alfo of being remembred^ as 
much to our Advantage as poffible, after wc 
are gone. Accordingly, influenced by this 
Hope, we both do arid fuffcr a great deaU to 
accomplifh Things^ the Credit of which we 
(hall live but a very little while to enjoy ; nay 
which perhaps will never be known, till we 
are dead : we vindicate ourfelvcs to Pofterity> 
with almofl as great Solicitude, as to thofe of 
our own .Times ; and feel it a powerful Sup* 
port under the heavieft Cenfures that lie upon 
us now, if we can hope, that fuch as come af- 
ter us, will judge more impartially^ and hold 
us in Efteem* > 

Yet, all the while, we have little or no 
Imagination, that we {hall be then within Reach 
of hearing what is faid of usj or, in any Man* 
ner whatever, benefited by Praife, or hurt by 
Reproach. For which Reafon, fome Men> 
who are very fenfible of what Ufe a prefent 
good Charafter is^ have treated all Concern for 
pofthumous Fame as a mere Abfurdity j an4 
valued themfelves upon detedling it. Novy 
really if it were one 1 it would be fo palpable 
a one, that finding it out would be no mighty 
Vol, VIL C c Difcovery. 
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Difcovery. But indeed it is a gracious and wife 
Provifion of our Maker, for the Happincfs of 
his Creatures : and the contrary Perfuafion 
arifes, not from Depth of Inquiry, but Super- 
ficial nefs. 

In many, if not moft Things, Providence 
hath appointed our Pleafure here below to pro- 
ceed much more from Purfuit ana Expedtation 
beforehand, than from Enjoyment afterwards : 
by which Method we have plainly fome Hap* 
pinefs both fooner and furer, than if it began 
only with the Attainment of our Wtflics. It 
is true, -We mufl alfo have fome Difappoint* 
ment from hence : but This, (befides that Rea- 
£6n and Experience will kefep it from being ex- 
ceflive,) may by Religion be rendered extremely 
tifeful : as it ihews, that complete'and. lafting 
Satisfadion is not to be had on Earth. Nay, 
if obtaining ourDefires were to give us no Plea- 
lure, indeed if we were never to obtain them^ 
yet the Pleafure we have in the Profped of ob- 
taining them would certainly be valuable, in 
Proportion to the Degree of it : only abating 
for the Uneafinefs at laft, of finding ourfelves 
iniftaken. But now in the Cafe before us, 
though it were allowed that Perfbns do not en- 
joy, after their Deaths, the Reputation in which 
' they 
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they are then held j; yet they enjoy it long be- 
fore, and that without any Abatement to follow 
at all : for furely they are- not uneafy in the 
other World, for want of knowing how they 
arc honoured in this* 

.. Befides, as virtuous and beneficial Adions 
are by far the moft certain Way of procuring 
any durable Efteem from Mankind, fo planting 
in us a Defire of fuch Efteem as may endure 
when we are gone, is providing no fmall Secu- 
rity for our good Behaviour here : and confe- 
quently, for our own Happinefs, and that of 
all with whom we are concerned : but particu- 
larly of our Children, Relations and Friends; 
who will doubtlefs be more regarded on Ac- 
count of the fair* Charadler that we have left 
behind us ; and incited to imitate that CondudI 
for which they fee our Memory honoured. 

So that diis Principle, far from being an Im* 
|)ofition on Mankind, and a Prejudice to be 
rooted out, is an important Bleffing, con* 
fcrrcd on us by Heaven, and diligently to be 
chcriftied j even were it abfolutely certain, that 
the Dead^aeither have, nor ever fliall have, any 
Knowledge of the Refpeft that is continued to 
them after their Deceafe, But indeed it is by 
m> Means certain, that good Perfons depdrt^ 
C c 2 . may 
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may not in their prcfent intermediate State^ or 
however in that after the laft Judgement, re^ 
ceive confiderable Delight from knowing fbme 
Way or other, that the Characters, which they 
have deferved, have not been denied them, but 
honourably paid by their Survivors. For as the 
Deiire of being efteemed is a natural Principle, 
find one which worthy Men beyond others cul- 
tivate and improve, why (hould we doubt of 
its fubfifting hereafter, and being gratified ? It 
is true, the Blefled in Heaven will be much 
above feeling Pain from any injurious Treat- 
ment of their Names on Earth. But why may 
they not enjoy Pleafure from a juft Regard 
ihewn them ? Efpecially as this Pleafure com^ 
prebends in it rejoicing that others do their 
Duty, and that too fuch a Part of their Duty, 
as muft Angularly encourage the general Prac- 
tice of Virtue. Befides, the good Influence of 
their Memory is one Way, amongft others, 
fciy which they have faithfully endeavoured to be 
ufeful amongft Men, and why (hould not the 
Knowledge, that they have in fome Degree at 
l.eaft fucceedcd, be one Ingredient ia their 
Reward ? 

. No wonder then, if we rejoice now in the 
Profpeft of what we may hope will give us 

Joy 
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^6y to all Eternity: no Wonder if the wife 
Son of Siracb direfts us : Have regard to thy 
Name ; for that Jhall continue with thee above 
a tboufand great Treajures of . Gold. A good 
Life bath but a few Days .• but a good Name 
enduretbfor ever *. 

Still it is extremely evident, (and yet very 
needful to remind Men, who are ftrangely for- 
getful of it) that all this rauft be cautioufly 
underftood of fu^h Reputation only, as is truly 
good 5 ibught from proper Motives, and pur- 
fued by proper Means. For if People affedl to 
be admired for Excellencies, which they havt 
not, their Attempt of cheating Mankind will 
probably be as vain, as it is certainly unjufl: 
if they court Fame by Qualifications of little or 
no Value j all that they can gain by it, will be 
of little or no Ufe to the World or themfelves : 
and if they ^m at it by Methods, that do Harm 
amongfl Men 5 the higher their Ambition rifes, 
and the more fully it Succeeds, the greater 
Mifery they will bring down not only on other?, 
but on their own Heads too. Yet how dread- 
fully large are the Numbers of thofe, who 
have afpired to Reputation by the mod infig- 
oificant Accomplifhments ; either not fi^m; 

« Ecdus. xU, 1^,13. — - 
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knowing them to be fuch, or from Defjuir of 
acquiring better: of thofe, who unwilling ta* 
labour honcftly for a Charafter, have thought 
to purchafe it cheaper by Falfebood and Fnwid: 
nay of thofe alfo, who not diftinguifhing be-.^ 
tween a great Fame and a good one, or hoW-» 
ever preferring the former before the latter^ 
have chofen rather to be talked of and wondered 
at for the furprizing Things which they have 
done, (however mifchievous) than efteemed and 
loved for fuch beneficent Anions, as they had in 
their Power. And every one of thefe not otoly 
goes wrong himfelf, but contributes to lead 
others into the fame Miftako j or to prevent 
their difccrning^ it, when oqcc made^ 

The H^ppinefs of Men therefore is greatly 
concerned in avoiding fuch Errors ; .and, as we 
are fo very apt to fall into them, the Goodneis 
of God i$ very confpicuous in pointing them 
out fo clearly in Scripture ; not only ftigmatiz- 
ing thofe, w&ofe Glqry is in their Shame ^ but 
warning ps againft fo ej^ccffive an Admiration 
pven of Things in jfhemfelves valuable, as inter-^ 
feres with the fuperior Regard we owe to real 
Piety and Virtue. Let nat the wife Man glory 
in kii Wifdom^ neither let the mighty Man 

\ P&il. ili. 19. 
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glory in bis Mighty let not the rich Man glory in 

his Riches. But let him that glorietb^ glory in 

this^ that heunderjiandethandknowethme^ that 

I am the Lord, which exercife Lovirfg-kindncfSf 

Judgement and Rigbteoufnefs in the Earth : far 

in tbefe Things I delight ^ faith the Lord ^ And 

though the Word of God moit frequently an4 

chiefly j infifts on other and nobler Motives 

.to a due Regulation pf our Love of Fame, yet 

is it far from cither forgetting or flighting this 

inferior one; that by a worthy Conduft we 

fhall obtain our Defire, and by a criminal one 

fail of it intircly, fox the Memory of the Juji is 

blejfed: but the Name of the Wicked Jhall rot. 

Let us therefore proceed to eyamiae, 

IL What Care the Gopdnefs andjuftice of 
God have taken that both thefe Things fliali 
be fo. 

Now two Methods, which he hath em- 
ployed, have been mentioned already. He 
hath formed the Hearts of Men to eftcem 
Virtue, and abhor Wickednefs, wherever they 
fee or remember it. And he hath made the 
Happinefs of Men, private and public, greatly 
depend on the encouraging right Adlions by as 
durable Honours as they c^n, and difcounte- 

* Jcr. ix. 23, 14. 
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nanciog wrong ones by as lading Infamy. So 
that if People will a6k fuitably cither to their 
bed inward Principles, or their evident Intereft, 
God hath made it fecure, that the Aflertion 
laid down in the Text (hall be verified. And 
that, befides this general Provifion founded in 
our Nature, there is alfo a particular Provi- 
dence, caufing the Memory of the Juft and 
Good to flourifh out of their Afhes, and blaft-- 
ing that of the Wicked ; not only may be con- 
cluded, with very probable Reafon, from the 
divine Attributes, but coUeded from exprefs 
Declarations of Scripture on this Head, ^be 
'Righteous (hall he had in everlajling Remem-' 
trance : his Hornjhall be exalted tvith Honour. 
The IJngodhf jhalljee it and it jhall grieve him ; 
he jhall gnajh with his Heeth andconfume away : 
the Dejire of the Ungodly Jhall per ijb ^ and the 
Candle of the Wicked Jhall be put out \ 

Undoubtedly it wou)d be a more pleafing 
Confideratipn to worthy Men, and fcemingly a 
more efficacious one, if they could always hope 
that prefent Refpe<5 would be paid to their 
Charad;crs whilft living, as well as future to 
their Memories when dead. And for the moft 
Ptft it is paid in a good Meafure ; at lea|l by 

* Pf. cxii. 6, 9, |o, ^ Prov. %%vi. 20. 
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fuch Perfons, as they chiefly defirc (hould ap- 
prove their Conduft ; and in fuch Proportions, 
as are very fufficient to give them fcnfiblc 
Comfort and Spirit to go on. Bat ftill the 
Deficiencies in this refpe(fl are great, and the 
Caufes of thofe Deficiencies many. Sometimes 
the Imperfecftion of their Goodnefs, fomctimes 
the Striftnefs of thofe Rules, which they find 
neceiTary to prcferve it; and fomctimes alfo; 
for it muft be owned, unneceflary Peculiarities 
and Imprudences which obfcure it ; (as little 
Faults will frequently hide great Excellencies ;) 
thefe Things, I fay, often hinder very valuable 
Men, though it is pity they fhpuld, from being 
cfteemed in any tolerable Deg«e like what 
they ought to be. And there arc other yet 
greater Hindrances, arifing from other Quar- 
ters : from the Madnefs and Wickednefs of 
Party Zeal I from the Hatred of the Vicious and 
Irreligious to thofe who often muil: oppofe 
them, and always by their Example at leaft put 
them to Shame : from the Envy of moderately 
good People, to fuch as one way or other come 
in Competition with them; and from the Inat-. 
tention of moft People to prefeat Merit, feen 
familiarly by them every Day. 

But 
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But ftill neither ought thefe Things to be any 
Difcouragen^cnt. tf>^ Vs, nor arc th^ any Ob- 
jedion to the Wifdom of Providence, For, 
on the Whole, it would probably not be to the 
Advantage of good Perfons» but far froni it, 
to have all the Debt, which Mankind owes 
them, paid immediately. It might endanger 
their Humility : lead them to an uncharitable 
Contempt of others/ and a hazardous Con^ 
dence in themfelves* Both their Virtue Vi^ 
their Peace would be the lefs fecure, the 
higher their Reputation was raifed : and the 
more they were influenced to what is good by 
the prcfent Applaufe of Men ; the lefs Proof 
they would j^ve, to their own Hearts, as well 
as to the World, of feeking the, future Appro^ 
bation of God ; and of ading from that Fait^ 
in Things unfeen, which ought to be the main 
Principle of their Condud, and fhall be th^ 
main Foundation of their Reward. Therefore, 
inftead of being fo angry as we commonly are, 
when any one fails of doing our Charader 
Jifftice; were they to do it ever fo much In- 
juftice, we fhould throw Refentment out of 
our Thoughts^ and look upon every Outrage of 
this Sort as a Means of improving ourfel vesi 
and indeed as one good Mark> that we are in 

fomc 
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iame Degree futh as we ought. For it ii tour 

Saviour's Rule : Jf ye were of the Worlds ibi 

U^orld would love its own : but becaufeye are ntft 

of the Worldy but I have chofen you out of tbf 

Worlds therefore the World hat etb you ^ Bleffed 

are ye when Menjhall Yevile you and petfecute 

yoUf and fay all Manner of Evil againfi you 

falfely^ for my Sake. Rejoice and be exceed^g 

jglad: for great is your Reward in Heavens 

for fo perfeeuted they the Prophet^ ^ which were 

before you "". Woe unto you y when all Men fiSaU 

Jpeak well of you : forfo did their Fathers i^ the 

falfe Prophets \ \ ' 

But when once good Men are removed tQ 
another State, all the Reafons, which made it 
unfafe for Them to receive Praife in this, are 
over; and moft of the Reafons, that made 
others unwilling to beftow it, are over too. Op-» 
pofitions of Interefts are then ufually at an End i 
Party Animofities cool, unjuft imputations 
difperfe and clear up ; fome begin to recolle<9r, 
that they have been too vehement againft thofe 
that are gone ; others, that they have been too 
negligent of them j their Lofs is felt ; their 
good Qualities now ftand in no Man's Way, 
their good Deeds may be told without Sufpicion 

" John XV. 19. * Matth. v. ii, 12. • LvikcvL z6. 

2 of 



Digitized, by VjOOQIC 



412 SERMON XVIII. 

of Flattery ; over their Imperfedions and Singu*^ 
llrities a Veil is thrown, partly by time, partly 
by common Humanity, which is acknowledged 
peculiarly due to the Afhes of the Dead ; we are 
ibrprized, that we could fail of difcerniog their 
Worth fooner; and We pay them a. double 
Honour in their Graves, by Way of Amends 
for what we defrauded them of before : not to> 
fay, that now and then we raife them a little 
higher, in. hopes of deprefiing fome that fur- 
•five. 

By thefe. Means it comes to pafs, that 
though fometimes tJbere is no Remembranu of 
(he wife Man more than of the Fool : (which 
Appeared to Solomon^ whenever it happened, fo 
great an Evil, that he bated Life on account of 
it/: ) yet generally fpeaking they who deferve 
well have at length due Acknowledgements 
plaid. to their Memory. More extenfive Merit 
will, as it ought, have more exteniivc Com- 
inendation., Biit fuch, as move in a narrower 
Sphere, obtain, perhaps full as conflantly, all 
they wifhed for, and aimed at, in this Refpeft:. 
^ honeft Repute, and friendly Regret amongft 
thpir Acquaintance. And thofe who arc the 
Jeaft known ; who may feem, as the Son of 
p. EccU ji. 1 6^ 17. Sec gUt ix. i j. 
5 Strach 
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Sirach cxprefles it, to have no Memorial; but 
to per ijhf as though they bad nevef heen : if yet, 
as it follows in him, they were merciful Men^ 
it will be found, that their Righteoufnefs iatb 
not been forgotten '• They will alm6ft always 
have fomc WitneiTcs, to prefervc the Know* 
-ledge of their good Defert, often fuch as arc* 
little thought of: and though very fmall Notice 
may fcem to be taken of them at prefent, yet 
fooner or later they will be remembred \ and 
miffed, perhaps a great deal more than, if they 
knew it, they would wifh. Nay, even fuclx 
as the World hates and perfecutes, becaufc it 
is not worthy of them '; againft whom it con- 
fpires, as .the Jews •did againft the Prophet, 
faying \ let us cut him offjrom the Land of the 
Livingf that his Name may be no more remem^ 
bred* I if they have not immediately on their 
Deaths the Teftimony born them, which our 
Saviour in the fame cafc^ had on His, Certainfy 
this was a righteous Man *; yet in Proceis of 
Time they obtain^ as the Apoftle fpcaks, a 
good Report through Faith"". Or how long 
•foever the Piety aad Virtue of any Perfons may 
be hid and overwhelmed, yet, as He who 

'< Ecclus. xliv. 0, 10. ' Heb. xi. 38. • Jcr. xi. 19. 
\ Lukexjdii. 47. ** Hcb. ii. 39. 
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fietb what is done mfecretf will reward them 
openly" : let them ever comfort themfelves, 
with being well aifured^ that if the World 
overlooks^ or even oppreffes them for a whiles 
it will not always do fo : for the Day is comingt 
of which Chrift himfclf hath faid, Wbofomer 

^/ball confefs me before Men^ (as every one dotlv 
that from a Principle of Conlcience adheres to 
his Duty) bimjhall tbe Son of Man confefs before 
tbe Angels of God*. And tben at UzAJhall tbe 

> ^gbteousy in whatever Obfcurity involved be- 
ibre, and by whatever Calumnies blackened^ 
fimefortb as tbe Sun in tbe Kingdom of tbeir 
father ^ ; and fand in great BoUnefs before tbe 
Face (ffucb as affli&ed tbem^ and made no Ac^ 
count of tbeir Labours j wbo efieemed tbeir Life 
to be Madne/s, and tbeir End wit bout Honour*. 

But as for tbe Ungodly it is notfo witb fbem*: 
The undeferved Regard, which is too frequently 
paid them in their Lives ; as, generally fpeak- 
ing, it mufl: be infincere, fo it feldom outlafb 
them any confiderable Time : their Profperity, 
that dazzled the Eyes of Man, vaniflies : the 
Fear or the Favour, for which they werecourt*- 
cd, influences no longer : their Power c( coa- 

^ Matth. vi. 4. < Lukexii S. r Matth. xm.^43. 

« WHd. V. I, 4, • Pf. i. 5. 
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cealirfg and difguifing their ill Deeds perifher 
with them; Things, which they hoped were 
for ever buried in Darknefs, rife up againft 
them 5 the fuperfidal Agreeablcnefs of (lighter 
good Qualities, that gilded over their more 
important bad ones, coming now to be lefs 
tenderly handled, foon wears off, and leaves 
them vifible in their full Deformity : all who 
have been injured by them, and all who have 
been deceived in them, give vent to their In- 
dignation without Reftraint : their very Part- 
ners in Wickednefs, inftead of defending ot 
excufing them, often defignedly prefs down 
their Memories under an aggravated Load of 
Imputations, to efcape the more 6afily them^ 
felves; and even the Candid and Good-natured, 
however tverfc their Inclination is to it, yet 
from Principle give them up to the Juftice of 
public Hate and Infamy. Thus then doth t6e 
Name of the Wicked rot : becomes offenfive to 
Mankind, during all die while it lafls; and 
fonietimes it lafts long, to be, as the Scripture 
calls it, a Reproach and a Proverb ^ a Taunt and 
a Curfe^ : then moulders away, and falls gra-^ 
dually into Oblivion ; till the Hour come, that 
tbey^ ivbo Jkep in the Dufi of the Earth Jball 

* Jcr. xxiv. 9* 
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awake I feme to everla/iing Liftf and fomr to. 
Shame and everlafling Contempt % 

You fee therefore that God has not only de- 
clared in his holy Word, that he will reward 
the Good, and punifli the Bad in the next 
World ; but has alfo even in this fo eftablifhed 
the Tendencies of Things that (fappofing them 
to proceed at all in their natural Courfe) Vir- 
tue muft at laft be held in Eftcem, and Vice 
in Abhorrence. Nor will it be in the Power 
of unwifc or wicked Men, though they do their 
worft, to prevent this in the main. Yet ftill 
in many particular Inftances, we may if we 
will both by Defign and Negligence difappoint 
the Purpofes of Heaven for the Good of Man- 
kind. But if we apprehend it, as furely we 
muft, to be our Duty and ourlntereft, rather to 
become LabourertB together with God\ and for* 
ward the Execution of his all -wife Counfels ; 
we (hall be difpofed to confider 

III. In what Manner we may beft contii-^ 
bute to the due Payment of thofe very different 
Regards, which belong to the Memory of the 
Bad and the Good. For I beg Leave, under thi» 
Head to invert the Order of the Text, and dif- 
patch the difagreeable Partx)f th© Subject firft. 

« Pan. xii. 2/ * 1 Cor^ iii. 9. 
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Np\v here, a printipal Thing to be obfervcd 
is, that Vehemence and Bitternefs are fo un- 
fijitable to the Temper of Religion, and yet 
we are fo v?ry prone to thera, that whoever 
go^s about to fix Infamy on any one whom he 
diflikes, whether living or d?ad, fliould faithful- 
ly exaai.inje his own Heart in the firft Place, and 
fee what Spirit he is of% We cannot eafily be too 
careful, (and it is very uncommon to be care- 
ful enough,) that neither the felfifli Paffions, of 
Intereft, Envy, Refentmcnt, nor the Excefs 
of any more generous Principle, Concern for 
public Good, for Virtue, for Religion itfelf, 
cy^r move us to do Injuftice to. any Man's Cha- 
r^fSer : that we judge as mildly, as with Rea- 
foa wc poflibly can ; and fpeak yet more mild- 
ly, than we judge. For ther^ are Multitudes 
of Tilings, that may lead us into Miftakes, by 
which we nifiy be guilty of grievous and cruel 
Outrages sgainft the Reputation of Perfons, 
who have.done nothing amifs, whilft we mean 
Perhaps only tp be zealous in a good Caufe. 
Isfay indeed, wece there no Danger of Miftakes 
at all. Severity of Juftice ill becomes Crea- 
tures, (0 liable to Faults as Men are. AndSe- 

, « Liike ix. 55. 
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verity againft the Memories pf thofe, who are 
gone tp anfwer for what they have done, hatl^ 
fo peculiar an Appearance of Inhumanity, that 
we fliould avoid it with double Caution j; whe-t 
therthcy hayc lived in oj near our ownTimes, or. 
in others ever fo remote : though in the fprmer 
Cafe there is an additional Confideration to rc- 
ftrain us, that unneceflary harfh Treatment of 
worthlefs Perfons depeafed, caufcs Grief, that 
might well be fpared, to their worthjr Rela- 
tions and Friends that furvive. 

But flill, we are by no Means forbidden^ af* 
tpr all, to exprefs a moderate and prudent Dif- 
approbation of bad People, either during their 
Lives or after their Deaths. On the contrary, 
due Diftindlions ought to be made,: an^ Shew- 
ing the Charadlers of fuch in theip true Light 
may be extremely requifite ; fbmetimes for the 
Juftification of iAnoccnt Men, and often for a 
Warning to inconfiderate ones : thsit they may 
fte by the Example of pthers, before it is top 
late, what Sort of Fame they muft expeft to, 
leave behind them, if they will a<a contrary to. 
their Duty : that they may hot confound with 
real fubftantial Honour, thofe empty DifUnc-. 
^ions. of Naix]|es} a{i4 Tules* wWch the wori^ 
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bf Meji' too frequently trarifmit to their Poftei- 
Tity ; nor flatter themfelves that eVen in this 
tindifcerning World there is any Likelihood of 
xmeJ&vent U t be Righteous and the Wicked \ iti 
Poiht of Reputation^ whatever may happen id 
bther Refpefts. And cfpeciallyj where Admi^ 
ration of any plaufible Gharaflrei* will probably 
fdduce others into wrong Gondudi theris taking 
tiff the Varnifli from it^ and expofing it naked 
to . View> fo far as may be requifite to prevent 
any dangerous Miftakes, is an important Duty. . 
1 But indeed, for the moft Parti the Name df 
die Wickedv if let albne^ will rot of itfelf i 
and all that we fhall need to do is, not to ttn^ 
dertake the naufeous and fruitlefs Office of eni^ 
-balming it; 'I'o endeavour this for private Ad- 
vantage, is one of the meaneft and bafeft Sub- 
fervienees to Sin; And even where Gratitude 
x)t Relation may demand from us fome Regard 
for the Memory of wicked Merii we ihould 
however always content ourfelvesi with faying 
in their Favour what we can with Truth ; and 
keeping Silence^ as much as we are able; cdn^ 
:cerning the reft r but by no Means take it amifs;; 
if every one t\(t doth n^t keep Silence i nor 

f'Ecd. ix. 2. 
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expeft in the leaft, diat they^ wfeo liav^ ck- 
ferved ill upon the Whole, fhouM be efteetried 
by Mankind, merely beca^ie they l^vedeibrved 
well of us* For by ths^t Rule, cirery \^fced 
Wretch upon Earth, in his Turn, maft^iaVfe 
a good Charadter inviolably preferved to llim> 

But let us now proceed to the pleafing Part 
of our Duty, the Honours that we owe to fchfe 
Memory of the Juft; whether they Uv^din 
former Days or withiii our own Knowledge. 

Now the R^ards due tb thojofi are briefly 
thefe ; that we believe them, on proper Evi- 
dence, to be the good Perforis they wfcrc ih R^ 
ality ; that we confider their Virtues with dw 
Efteem, and their Imperfe^oas wiA doeCiai* 
dour 3 that we vindicate their Nimes from tra- 
juft Imputations, and make honourable mcn^ 
tion of them whenever a fit Oppbttimity ofiers^ 
that we warn and ami ourfelves agidiift the 
Temptations, both of Prb^crity *nd Advcr- 
fity, by obferving bow they have gone through 
each ; that we incite ourfdves to aina at cborc 
Perfeftion in all Chriftian Graces, by &eing it 
them what Heists of Piety Jmtd Goodnfefa are 
attainable ; that we learn Watchfulneis from 
their Falls, and a fpeedy ai^d thorough Repen- 
2 r tance 
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tance from their riiing agam ; thftt we thank 
Gtjd.m our Retirements for the InftrodHons 
which his Proticknce hath vonchfafcd to m ift 
their good Lives ; and heg of himWifdotti afi^ 
Strength, to ttralk ^ they did, not by the Si^tit 
of Things prcfeiit, but the ¥aith «iof Thittgs to 
cx>me, 

ft may beiioped, we are iititte bf ife To tw* 
happy, iw not to have had foiwe ftfch AcquaftitJ- 
ance amongft the great Natttljers ef ftifotistv 
Sdirt, with whom we feldom Ikil to aflbtiSte. 
And we are doul^y to blame, if neithet the 
good Examples of ancient Days, adcnowledged 
by all Men \ nor the recent Virtuts, that we haVe 
Seen in our Contetiq>oraries, ibmb of ^em per-^ 
haps todeared to us by Neamefs of Relation, 
or Tics of Fricndfhip, can attraft tmr Affec- 
tions iaind engage our Imitation. Or ff we faai^ 
hitherto had no Opportunity of being ac^ 
quainted with focfa Peribns; 3ret, bad as th6 
WdrUis, they are ftill to be found in |t ; and 
aU that are weak; in Goodnefs, are efpecial- 
ly concerned to feek them out, takc^ Shelter 
under their ProteSiMi, and invigorate them^ 
(elves by their Aflift»ice. But, alas, in« 
ft^ of this, WQ attend, almoft only, to fuch 

« 2 Cor. Ik 7. 

as 
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as can promote . our worldly Advantages, or fa^ 
vouritc Amufements ; or fuch as enjoy an uri- 
camdion Share of either: t6 thofe Who ciit 
ferve U8> or delight us, we attach ourfclves 
firmly ; thofe who excel us in any Part of thcf 
Vjinity and Pride of Life^ we envy f «:ccaint 
them the only happy Men ; and fet our whole 
Heartp on becoming happy in the fame Way^ 
Biiit feriQ«|s>: ht?i»We, felf-^denying Worthy wc 
fWther quite overlook, or view with aa Eye of 
ScQtn, at bpft ^ contemptuous Pity ; fidicule> 
if not inveigh againft, the trueft Piety and Vir- 
tue, if it g6es the leafl heyond that Standard^^ 
which we have fixed for ourfelves, from no bet-^ 
tcr Authdrity than Cuftom of Inclination ; and 
^e commonly much more fevere againd: thd 
involuntary or imagined Failings of the heft 
Pwple> thaA^thfi wilful and habitual Sins of 
the worfti Thus we beh'^e to the Good Irt 
their Lives : or if we do happen to treat them 
a little better then, yet inftantly on theif 
I>e^s, we lay them afide^ and arc glad to 
think no more of them ; . not eaeii of our own 
Obligationa to them 2 though perhaps vVe'haVcf 
had very partidular ones, and cfertainly a ^crie-' 
ral one of great Importance 1 that fuch JPtfr- 
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^ns are, as the Scripture calls them, the Salt 
pf the Earth ^ : preferve the Worfd by their 
wholcfome Influence, though much too thinly 
fpread over it, yet from being utterly cor- 
f upted ; and fo reftr^in and mitigate the Wrath 
pf God^ hy their Prayers and Jnterceffions, 
that he often /pares the City for tbe£ake of the 
few Righteous that are therein ^ Let us i:e-' 
piember then, vy^hat Reafon we haye to honour 
theQood^ both living and dead jf and to mourn 
when the Faithful fail from among the Children 
pf Men ^ : let us obferve, and point out to 
Dbfervation, the Ufefplncfs and Amwblenefs 
of Religion in others; and make it as ufeful 
^nd amiable in ourfelves^ as we poflibly can ; 
being not only Adnairefs but Followers alfo of 
(hem, whd through Faifh and Patience have 
inherited f^f Promifes\ For loving an4 imi- 
tating them here, wjU qualify us for being hap? 
py ia afi eternal Fellpwfhip with them here- 
after. And though i% is a much lower Confi- 
deration^ yet it is far fromf a contemptible oncj, 
that by hqnouring the Characters of the wor-? 
thy Perfons who are gone before i^s, we ihall 

\ Maith. V. 13. « Gen, xy'nu 24. * Pf, m. u 
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beft fecure" that furviving Regard to our own, 
which we alj de^ro : and when aur Bodies are 
buried in J'eaceit t>itr Najfit ftialllive", and Qur 
i^moriql npt dgpflrf n-way ". 

t V Ecdas. xliv. 14, " ^cclus. xxxix. j. 
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